
kevin shillington history of africa pdf
kevin shillington history of africa pdf is a highly sought-after resource for anyone looking to
delve into the complex and multifaceted story of the African continent. This comprehensive guide
offers an unparalleled overview, tracing Africa's historical trajectory from its earliest beginnings to
its contemporary landscape. Whether you are a student, an academic, or simply a curious individual,
understanding the profound historical currents that have shaped Africa is crucial. This article will
explore the key themes and periods covered in Shillington's seminal work, highlighting its
significance and the wealth of knowledge it imparts. We will examine its approach to ancient
civilizations, the impact of external forces, the struggles for independence, and the ongoing
challenges and developments.

Understanding Kevin Shillington's History of Africa
PDF
Kevin Shillington's "History of Africa" is widely recognized as a foundational text in African
historiography. The availability of its content in PDF format has made this extensive scholarship
accessible to a global audience, democratizing access to crucial historical narratives. The book's
strength lies in its balanced and nuanced approach, avoiding generalizations and instead focusing on
the diverse experiences of the continent's many peoples and societies. It meticulously details the
pre-colonial era, the devastating impact of the transatlantic slave trade, the colonial period, and the
post-independence era, offering a rich tapestry of events and interpretations.

The Importance of a Comprehensive African History
A comprehensive understanding of African history is vital for dispelling myths and stereotypes that
have long pervaded popular perceptions. Shillington's work provides the necessary depth and
breadth to appreciate the continent's intricate past, revealing a history that is as dynamic and
complex as any other region of the world. It highlights Africa's contributions to global civilization, its
internal developments, and the agency of its peoples in shaping their own destinies, even under
immense external pressures. This historical perspective is essential for grasping contemporary
African realities and its place in the modern world.

Pre-Colonial Africa: Diverse Societies and Early
Civilizations
Before the advent of widespread European influence, Africa was not a monolithic entity but a
continent teeming with a vast array of distinct cultures, political systems, and economic activities.
Kevin Shillington's History of Africa PDF delves deeply into this rich pre-colonial past, showcasing
the ingenuity and sophistication of African societies. It moves beyond simplistic narratives to explore
the development of complex states, intricate trade networks, and profound intellectual and artistic
achievements that predated colonial encounters.



Early African Civilizations and Kingdoms
The book sheds light on some of the earliest and most influential civilizations on the continent. These
include the powerful kingdoms of ancient Egypt, Nubia, and Axum, each leaving indelible marks on
human history through their advancements in architecture, governance, religion, and writing.
Shillington meticulously reconstructs the rise and fall of these empires, demonstrating their
significant roles in regional and, at times, global affairs. The understanding of these early centers of
power provides a crucial foundation for appreciating the subsequent historical developments.

Diverse Social and Political Structures
Beyond the well-known empires, Shillington's work illuminates the myriad of smaller, yet equally
significant, political and social structures that characterized pre-colonial Africa. This includes
decentralized societies, city-states, and nomadic communities, each with their unique forms of
organization, law, and social cohesion. The book emphasizes the adaptability and resilience of these
diverse systems, showcasing how Africans managed their affairs, resolved conflicts, and maintained
social order for centuries before external interference became dominant.

Economic Systems and Trade Networks
A significant aspect of pre-colonial Africa explored in the PDF is its vibrant economic landscape. The
continent was not isolated but deeply integrated into global trade routes, both overland and
maritime. Shillington details the extensive networks that facilitated the exchange of goods such as
gold, salt, ivory, and manufactured items. These trade relations fostered economic growth, cultural
exchange, and the development of specialized crafts and industries across various regions.

The Era of External Encounters and Exploitation
The arrival of European powers marked a profound turning point in African history, ushering in a
period characterized by exploration, trade, and ultimately, colonization and immense exploitation.
Kevin Shillington's History of Africa PDF meticulously documents these transformative encounters,
highlighting their far-reaching and often devastating consequences for the continent and its peoples.
The book provides a critical lens through which to examine the motivations, methods, and impacts of
these external interventions.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade's Devastation
One of the most harrowing chapters in African history, the transatlantic slave trade, is given
extensive and critical attention in Shillington's work. The PDF details the immense scale of this
human tragedy, which forcibly removed millions of Africans from their homes and subjected them to
brutal enslavement in the Americas. Shillington analyzes the economic and social disruption caused
by this trade within Africa, the weakening of societies, and the lasting legacy of trauma and
injustice.



The Scramble for Africa and Colonial Rule
The late 19th century witnessed the rapid colonization of Africa by European powers, a period often
referred to as the "Scramble for Africa." Shillington's comprehensive history explains the
geopolitical motivations behind this territorial grab, the arbitrary drawing of colonial borders, and
the imposition of foreign rule. The book scrutinizes the economic exploitation inherent in colonial
systems, the disruption of indigenous economies, the imposition of new social hierarchies, and the
suppression of African resistance.

Resistance and Adaptation under Colonialism
Despite the overwhelming power of colonial regimes, Shillington's History of Africa PDF also
highlights the persistent and varied forms of African resistance and adaptation. This section explores
the numerous ways in which Africans challenged colonial authority, from armed rebellions and
cultural preservation movements to subtle forms of negotiation and accommodation. The book
emphasizes the resilience of African agency in the face of oppression and the ways in which
communities sought to protect their identities and interests.

Post-Independence Africa: Challenges and
Transformations
The mid-20th century brought about a wave of decolonization across Africa, as nations fought for
and achieved political independence from their European rulers. Kevin Shillington's History of Africa
PDF provides an in-depth analysis of this crucial period, examining the complex legacies of
colonialism and the subsequent struggles for nation-building, economic development, and social
progress. The post-independence era is depicted as a period of immense hope, significant
challenges, and ongoing transformations.

The Promise and Perils of Nation-Building
Gaining independence was only the first step in a long and arduous journey. Shillington's work
details the immense task of constructing viable nation-states from fragmented colonial territories,
often with artificial borders that divided ethnic groups or forced rival communities together. The
book explores the challenges of establishing stable governments, developing national economies,
and fostering a sense of national identity in diverse societies previously subjected to colonial rule.

Economic Development and Neocolonialism
The pursuit of economic self-sufficiency and development has been a central theme in post-
independence Africa. Shillington's analysis addresses the various strategies employed by African
nations, from import substitution industrialization to embracing global markets. Crucially, the book
also critically examines the persistence of neocolonial economic relationships, where former colonial
powers and international financial institutions continued to exert significant influence, often
hindering genuine economic autonomy.



Social and Political Dynamics in Modern Africa
The book delves into the complex social and political dynamics that have characterized Africa since
independence. This includes the rise of new political ideologies, the struggles for democracy, the
impact of civil wars and conflicts, and the ongoing efforts to address issues of inequality, poverty,
and human rights. Shillington's work underscores the diversity of experiences across the continent,
highlighting both the successes and the setbacks encountered by African nations in their quest for
progress and stability.

The Enduring Significance of Shillington's Work
Kevin Shillington's "History of Africa" stands as an indispensable resource for understanding the
continent's past, present, and future. Its meticulous research, clear prose, and balanced perspective
make it an authoritative and accessible guide for students, scholars, and the general public alike.
The accessibility of the kevin shillington history of africa pdf ensures that this vital narrative
continues to reach and inform a wide audience, fostering a more nuanced and accurate appreciation
of Africa's rich and complex story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Kevin Shillington's 'History of
Africa'?
Kevin Shillington's 'History of Africa' provides a comprehensive overview of the continent's past,
from early human origins to the contemporary era, emphasizing social, economic, and political
developments across various regions and time periods.

Where can I find a reliable PDF version of Kevin Shillington's
'History of Africa'?
While direct links to free PDFs of copyrighted material cannot be provided, reliable versions of
'History of Africa' by Kevin Shillington are typically available for purchase through major academic
publishers and online booksellers. University libraries often provide access to e-book or PDF
versions for their students and faculty.

What makes Shillington's 'History of Africa' a significant text
in African historiography?
Shillington's work is lauded for its accessibility, its broad chronological and geographical scope, and
its synthesis of a vast amount of scholarly research. It's often used as an introductory text for
students and a valuable reference for those seeking a general understanding of African history.



Does Shillington's 'History of Africa' PDF cover pre-colonial,
colonial, and post-colonial periods?
Yes, a comprehensive 'History of Africa' by Kevin Shillington typically covers all major historical
periods, including the pre-colonial era with its diverse societies and kingdoms, the impact and
dynamics of the colonial period, and the challenges and transformations of the post-colonial era.

Are there specific themes or regional emphases in
Shillington's 'History of Africa' PDF?
While covering the entire continent, Shillington often highlights key themes such as state formation,
trade networks, the impact of external forces (like Islam and European colonialism), and the
diversity of social and political structures across different regions of Africa.

Is Kevin Shillington's 'History of Africa' PDF suitable for
academic study?
Absolutely. Kevin Shillington's 'History of Africa' is widely recognized as a standard textbook in
university courses on African history due to its thorough research, balanced perspective, and clear
narrative structure.

What are the common criticisms or limitations of Kevin
Shillington's 'History of Africa'?
While generally well-received, some academic reviews might point out that, due to its broad scope, it
may not delve into the intricate details of specific local histories as deeply as specialized
monographs. However, for an introductory and comprehensive overview, it is highly effective.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Kevin Shillington's History of Africa, with short descriptions:

1. A Concise History of Modern Africa
This book offers a broad overview of the continent's development from the colonial era to the
present day. It examines key political, social, and economic transformations that have shaped
modern African nations, providing a valuable companion to Shillington's foundational work. It's ideal
for understanding the continuities and changes from the pre-colonial periods discussed in
Shillington's book.

2. Africa: A Biography of the Continent
This sweeping narrative explores the diverse human and environmental history of Africa from its
earliest origins to contemporary challenges. It delves into the rich tapestry of cultures, migrations,
and empires, offering a complementary perspective on the long arc of African development. The
book's expansive scope allows for a deeper appreciation of the long-term trends that Shillington
addresses.

3. The Cambridge History of Africa (Multi-volume series)



While more encyclopedic than Shillington's single volume, this extensive series offers unparalleled
depth on specific periods and regions of African history. Each volume is written by leading scholars,
providing detailed analyses and primary source discussions. It serves as an essential resource for
those seeking to expand their knowledge on particular topics introduced in History of Africa.

4. West Africa: An Introduction to its History
This book focuses specifically on the intricate history of West Africa, a vital region often highlighted
in broader African histories. It explores the rise and fall of powerful kingdoms, the impact of the
transatlantic slave trade, and the complexities of the colonial experience. This regional deep-dive
complements Shillington's continent-wide approach by providing focused detail.

5. Southern Africa: An Introduction to its History
Similar to the West African volume, this work provides a focused exploration of Southern Africa's
unique historical trajectory. It covers the pre-colonial societies, the arrival of Europeans, the
development of settler states, and the struggle against apartheid. This book offers a crucial regional
context for understanding the narratives present in Shillington's general history.

6. Imperialism and Colonialism in Africa
This title directly addresses a pivotal era covered by Shillington, examining the forces that drove
European colonization and its profound impact on African societies. It explores the motives behind
imperialism, the methods of colonial rule, and the various forms of African resistance.
Understanding this period is crucial for grasping the post-colonial landscape discussed in History of
Africa.

7. African Societies: Past and Present
This book emphasizes the social structures, cultural practices, and daily lives of people across Africa
throughout history. It moves beyond purely political or economic narratives to explore the lived
experiences of various African communities. This sociological lens enriches the understanding of the
human dimension of the history presented by Shillington.

8. The Scramble for Africa
This seminal work by Thomas Pakenham offers a detailed and engaging account of the intense
period of European colonization in the late 19th century. It highlights the key figures, rivalries, and
diplomatic maneuvers that led to the partition of the continent. It's an excellent companion for
further exploration of the "Scramble" period that Shillington outlines.

9. Transitions in African History
This collection of essays examines critical turning points and transformations in African history,
from the spread of Islam to the challenges of nation-building. It offers diverse perspectives on how
African societies have adapted and evolved through various historical shifts. This thematic approach
complements Shillington's chronological survey by highlighting key moments of change.
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# Kevin Shillington History of Africa PDF: A Comprehensive Guide

Author: Dr. Adebayo Aina (Fictional Author for this Example)

Outline:

Introduction: The Significance of Studying African History and an Overview of Kevin Shillington's
Work.
Chapter 1: Pre-Colonial Africa: Diverse Societies, Kingdoms, and Trade Networks. Exploration of the
complexities of pre-colonial African societies, challenging Eurocentric narratives.
Chapter 2: The Impact of European Colonialism: Colonization, Resistance, and its Long-Term
Consequences. Analysis of the methods and impact of colonialism across the continent.
Chapter 3: The Struggle for Independence: Nationalist Movements and the Decolonization Process.
A deep dive into the various independence struggles across different regions.
Chapter 4: Post-Colonial Africa: Challenges, Achievements, and Contemporary Issues. Examination
of economic development, political instability, and social change in post-colonial Africa.
Chapter 5: Pan-Africanism and its Impact: The Idea of Unity and Shared Identity. Exploring the
concepts and impact of Pan-Africanism.
Chapter 6: Contemporary Challenges and Future Prospects: Addressing Issues like Conflict, Climate
Change, and Economic Development. Analysis of the current challenges and potential future paths.
Conclusion: Reflecting on the complexities of African history and the importance of continued
learning and understanding.

Kevin Shillington History of Africa PDF: A
Comprehensive Guide

This article delves into the rich and multifaceted history of Africa, offering a critical analysis of Kevin
Shillington's influential work, often used as a foundational text in the study of African history.
Shillington's comprehensive approach, while not without its critics, provides a valuable framework
for understanding the continent's complex past, present, and future. This guide will explore the key
themes presented in his work, expanding upon them to provide a nuanced and up-to-date
perspective.

1. Introduction: The Significance of Studying African History
and an Overview of Kevin Shillington's Work

Understanding African history is crucial for several reasons. Firstly, it dismantles pervasive
Eurocentric narratives that often portray Africa as a monolithic entity devoid of agency or complex
societal structures. Secondly, comprehending Africa's past is essential for understanding its present.
The legacies of colonialism, slavery, and internal conflicts continue to shape the continent's political,
economic, and social landscapes. Finally, studying African history allows us to appreciate the



remarkable diversity of cultures, languages, and experiences that exist across the continent.

Kevin Shillington's "History of Africa" serves as a widely used introductory text, offering a broad
chronological overview of African history. While lauded for its comprehensiveness and accessibility,
it's important to acknowledge that its narrative, like any historical account, is subject to
interpretation and potential biases. Modern scholarship continues to refine and expand upon
Shillington's work, incorporating new perspectives and research findings. This article seeks to build
upon Shillington's foundation, highlighting both his strengths and areas where more nuanced
understandings are necessary.

2. Chapter 1: Pre-Colonial Africa: Diverse Societies, Kingdoms,
and Trade Networks

Pre-colonial Africa wasn't a homogenous entity. It comprised a vast array of diverse societies, from
sophisticated empires like Axum, Ghana, Mali, Songhai, and the Great Zimbabwe to smaller,
independent kingdoms and village communities. These societies developed unique political systems,
economic structures, and cultural traditions. For example, the Kingdom of Kush, in present-day
Sudan and northern Ethiopia, possessed a complex political organization and sophisticated irrigation
systems. The trans-Saharan trade routes facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and technologies
between North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa, fostering economic growth and cultural exchange.
The Swahili Coast, with its vibrant port cities, served as a crucial hub in the Indian Ocean trade
network. Focusing solely on the political aspects overlooks the rich tapestry of artistic, intellectual,
and spiritual developments prevalent in pre-colonial Africa.

3. Chapter 2: The Impact of European Colonialism:
Colonization, Resistance, and its Long-Term Consequences

The era of European colonialism dramatically altered the trajectory of African history. Fueled by the
desire for resources, markets, and strategic positioning, European powers carved up the continent
among themselves, disregarding existing political boundaries and social structures. Colonial rule
was characterized by exploitative economic policies, suppression of indigenous cultures, and the
imposition of artificial borders that often pitted different ethnic groups against each other. However,
this wasn't a passive process. Africans resisted colonial rule through various forms, including armed
rebellion, peaceful protests, and cultural preservation. The legacies of colonialism continue to
impact Africa today, manifesting in political instability, economic underdevelopment, and enduring
social inequalities. The artificial borders created during the scramble for Africa continue to fuel
conflicts and limit economic integration.



4. Chapter 3: The Struggle for Independence: Nationalist
Movements and the Decolonization Process

The mid-20th century witnessed the rise of powerful nationalist movements across Africa. Inspired
by ideals of self-determination and fueled by growing resentment towards colonial rule, these
movements mobilized diverse segments of African society. Leaders such as Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo
Kenyatta, and Nelson Mandela emerged as powerful symbols of resistance and hope. The process of
decolonization was neither uniform nor peaceful. Some countries achieved independence through
negotiations, while others engaged in protracted armed struggles. The legacy of the struggle for
independence shaped the political landscape of post-colonial Africa, often leading to one-party states
and authoritarian regimes.

5. Chapter 4: Post-Colonial Africa: Challenges, Achievements,
and Contemporary Issues

Post-colonial Africa has faced numerous challenges, including political instability, economic
underdevelopment, and social inequalities. Many newly independent nations struggled to establish
stable democratic governments and to overcome the legacy of colonial exploitation. However,
despite these setbacks, Africa has also witnessed remarkable achievements, including advancements
in education, healthcare, and infrastructure development. The continent's diverse economies are
increasingly integrated into the global market, and many African nations are striving to build more
inclusive and equitable societies.

6. Chapter 5: Pan-Africanism and its Impact: The Idea of Unity
and Shared Identity

Pan-Africanism is an ideology that promotes the solidarity and unity of African people across the
continent and the diaspora. It advocates for self-determination, economic liberation, and cultural
preservation. Figures like Marcus Garvey and Kwame Nkrumah played pivotal roles in shaping Pan-
African thought. Pan-Africanism has had a profound impact on African political movements,
influencing the struggle for independence and shaping post-colonial politics. However, its
implementation has been fraught with challenges, with debates surrounding its practicality and
effectiveness persisting to this day.

7. Chapter 6: Contemporary Challenges and Future Prospects:



Addressing Issues like Conflict, Climate Change, and
Economic Development

Africa faces significant contemporary challenges. Conflicts, driven by ethnic tensions, political
instability, and resource scarcity, continue to plague several regions. Climate change poses a severe
threat, exacerbating existing vulnerabilities like drought and famine. Economic development
remains uneven, with vast disparities between wealthy and impoverished communities. However,
Africa also possesses immense potential. Its young and rapidly growing population represents a
demographic dividend, with the possibility for significant economic growth and technological
innovation. Addressing these challenges requires sustained investment in education, infrastructure,
and good governance, fostering inclusive growth that benefits all segments of society.

8. Conclusion: Reflecting on the Complexities of African
History and the Importance of Continued Learning and
Understanding

The history of Africa is a rich and complex tapestry woven from threads of diversity, resilience,
struggle, and hope. It's a history that deserves to be understood in all its nuances, devoid of
simplistic narratives and preconceived notions. Kevin Shillington's "History of Africa" provides a
valuable starting point, but continued learning and engagement with diverse perspectives are
crucial for a deeper understanding of this fascinating and crucial part of the world's history.

FAQs

1. Is Kevin Shillington's book biased? Like all historical accounts, Shillington's work reflects the
perspectives and biases of its time. Modern scholarship offers alternative viewpoints and challenges
some of his interpretations.

2. What are the strengths of Shillington's book? Its comprehensiveness, accessibility, and
chronological structure make it a useful introductory text.

3. What are the weaknesses of Shillington's book? Some critics argue it oversimplifies complex
historical processes and gives insufficient attention to certain regions or perspectives.

4. What other resources can supplement Shillington's book? Consult specialized works focusing on
specific regions, periods, or topics.

5. Where can I find a PDF of Kevin Shillington's book? Legally accessing a PDF requires purchasing
the book or accessing it through a library database. Beware of pirated copies.



6. Is this book suitable for beginners? Yes, its broad overview and clear writing style make it
accessible to those new to African history.

7. How does Shillington's book address the issue of colonialism? He covers colonization extensively
but modern scholarship offers more critical analyses of its impact.

8. Does the book cover contemporary African issues? It does, but modern updates are crucial for a
complete picture.

9. How does this book compare to other histories of Africa? It provides a broad overview, but
specialized works offer greater depth on specific themes or regions.

Related Articles

1. The Scramble for Africa: A Critical Analysis: Examines the motivations and consequences of the
European colonization of Africa.

2. Pre-Colonial African Kingdoms: A Comparative Study: Compares various powerful African
kingdoms and empires.

3. The Impact of the Trans-Saharan Trade: Explores the economic and cultural impact of this crucial
trade route.

4. African Resistance to Colonial Rule: Details various forms of resistance against European colonial
powers.

5. The Post-Colonial African State: Challenges and Transformations: Analyzes the political and
economic challenges faced by newly independent African states.

6. Pan-Africanism: History, Ideas, and Impact: A detailed exploration of Pan-Africanism's history and
impact.

7. Contemporary Conflicts in Africa: Causes and Consequences: Examines ongoing conflicts and
their root causes.

8. Climate Change and its Impact on Africa: Analyzes the effect of climate change on the African
continent.

9. Economic Development in Africa: Opportunities and Challenges: Explores the economic potential
and obstacles facing Africa.

  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: History of Africa Kevin Shillington, 2018-08-28 This
fourth edition of this best-selling core history textbook offers a richly illustrated, single volume,
narrative introduction to African history, from a hugely respected authority in the field. The
market-leading range of illustrated material from prior editions is now further improved, featuring
not only additional and redrawn maps and a refreshed selection of photographs, but the addition of



full colour to make these even more instructive, evocative and attractive. Already hugely popular on
introductory African History courses, the book has been widely praised for its engaging and
readable style, and is unrivalled in scope, both geographically and chronologically – while many
competitors limit themselves to certain regions or eras, Shillington chronicles the entire continent,
from prehistory right up to the present day. For this new edition, both content and layout have been
thoroughly refreshed and restructured to make this wealth of material easily navigable, and even
more appealing to students unfamiliar with the subject. New to this Edition: - Now in full colour with
fresh new design - Part structure and part intros added to help navigation - New and improved
online resources include a new testbank, interactive timelines, lecturer slides, debates In African
history, essay questions and further readings - Revised and updated in light of recent research
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: A History of Africa John Fage, with William Tordoff,
2013-10-23 A History of Africa is a thorough narrative history of the continent from its beginnings to
the twenty-first century. Long established at the forefront of African Studies, this book addresses the
events of the 1990s and beyond. The issues discussed include: post-apartheid South Africa the
prospects for democratization in Africa at the beginning of the new millennium developments in
Muslim North Africa including the threat of Islamic fundamentalism economic and social
developments including the devastating impact of Third World debt and the provision of debt relief
cultural, environmental and gender issues in Modern Africa.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: History of Africa Kevin Shillington, 1989 Now fully
revised and updated, this classic text offers an illustrated and critical narrative introduction to the
history of Africa from earliest times to the present. Beginning with the evolution of mankind itself,
the book traces the history of Africa through the millennia of the ancient world to the centuries of
medieval and modern Africa. The clear and simple language and the wealth of carefully chosen maps
and photos combine to make an essential and accessible text.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: History of Southern Africa Kevin Shillington, 2004
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The Fortunes of Africa Martin Meredith, 2014-10-14
Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the
lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors
from afar. In modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.
Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain
shipments to feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually
colonizing the entire region. More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land
to secure food supplies needed abroad, just as the Romans did. In this vast and vivid panorama of
history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years. With compelling
narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the spread of Christianity and
Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and missionaries; and
the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states and
concludes with a glimpse of their future. His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining
magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler
of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known. “I speak of
Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on an epic scale.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Decolonization in Africa John D. Hargreaves,
2014-07-30 John Hargreaves examines how the British, French, Belgian, Spanish and Portuguese
colonies in tropical Africa became independent in the postwar years, and in doing so transformed
the international landscape. African demands for independence and colonial plans for reform -
central to the story - are seen here in the wider context of changing international relationships.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The Idea of Development in Africa Corrie Decker,
Elisabeth McMahon, 2020-10-29 An engaging history of how the idea of development has shaped
Africa's past and present encounters with the West.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa John Reader, 1998-11-05 Drawing on many
years of African experience, John Reader has written a book of startling grandeur and scope that



recreates the great panorama of African history, from the primeval cataclysms that formed the
continent to the political upheavals facing much of the continent today. Reader tells the
extraordinary story of humankind's adaptation to the ferocious obstacles of forest, river and desert,
and to the threat of debilitating parasites, bacteria and viruses unmatched elsewhere in the world.
He also shows how the world's richest assortment of animals and plants has helped - or hindered -
human progress in Africa.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: African History through Sources: Volume 1, Colonial
Contexts and Everyday Experiences, c.1850–1946 Nancy J. Jacobs, 2014-06-16 African History
through Sources recounts the history of colonial Africa through more than 100 primary sources
produced by a variety of actors: ordinary men and women, the educated elite, and colonial officials.
Including official documents, as well as interviews, memoirs, lyrics, and photographs, the book
balances coverage of the state and economy with attention to daily life, family life, and cultural
change. Entries are drawn from all around sub-Saharan Africa, and many have been translated into
English for the first time. Introductions to each source and chapter provide context and identify
themes. African History through Sources allows readers to analyze change, understand perspectives,
and imagine everyday life during an extraordinary time.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The Shaping of South African Society, 1652–1840.
Richard Elphick, Hermann Giliomee, 2014-01-15 History is a powerful aid to the understanding of
the present, and those who are concerned with the escalating crisis in South Africa will find this an
invaluable source book. This is the story of the evolution of a society in which race became the
dominant characteristic, the primary determinant of status, wealth, and power. Cultural chauvinism
of the first European colonists – primarily the Dutch – merged with economic and demographic
developments to create a society in which whites relegated all blacks – free blacks, Africans,
imported slaves – to a systematic pattern of subordination and oppression that foreshadowed the
apartheid of the twentieth century. From the beginning of the nineteenth century the new
empire-builders, the British, reinforced the racial order. In the next century and a half the
industrialized South Africa would become firmly integrated into the world economy. Published
originally in South Africa in 1979 and updated and expanded now, a decade later, this book by
twelve South African, British, Canadian, Dutch, and American scholars is the most comprehensive
history of the early years of that troubled nation. The authors put South Africa in the comparative
context of other colonial systems. Their social, political, and economic history is rich with empirical
data and rests on a solid base of archival research. The story they tell is a complex drama of a racial
structure that has resisted hostile impulses from without and rebellion from within.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: African Dominion Michael A. Gomez, 2018-01-01 A
groundbreaking history that puts early and medieval West Africa in a global context Pick up almost
any book on early and medieval world history and empire, and where do you find West Africa? On
the periphery. This pioneering book, the first on this period of the region’s history in a generation,
tells a different story. Interweaving political and social history and drawing on a rich array of
sources, including Arabic manuscripts, oral histories, and recent archaeological findings, Michael
Gomez unveils a new vision of how categories of ethnicity, race, gender, and caste emerged in Africa
and in global history more generally. Scholars have long held that such distinctions arose during the
colonial period, but Gomez shows they developed much earlier. Focusing on the Savannah and Sahel
region, Gomez traces the exchange of ideas and influences with North Africa and the Central Islamic
Lands by way of merchants, scholars, and pilgrims. Islam’s growth in West Africa, in tandem with
intensifying commerce that included slaves, resulted in a series of political experiments unique to
the region, culminating in the rise of empire. A major preoccupation was the question of who could
be legally enslaved, which together with other factors led to the construction of new ideas about
ethnicity, race, gender, and caste—long before colonialism and the transatlantic slave trade. Telling
a radically new story about early Africa in global history, African Dominion is set to be the standard
work on the subject for many years to come.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa Phyllis M. Martin, Patrick O'Meara, 1995 Since



the publication of the first edition of this book in 1977, Africa has established itself as the most
popular introductory text for African studies courses in North America. This third edition has been
completely revised and brought up to date since the 1986 edition, reflecting changes in African
society and politics, and in the scholarship available on this vast and complex continent. Contents I.
Introduction 1. Africa: Problems and Perspectives. Phyllis M. Martin and Patrick O'Meara 2. The
Contemporary Map of Africa. Michael L. McNulty II. The African Past 3. Prehistoric Africa. Kathy D.
Schick 4. Aspects of Early African History. John Lamphear and Toyin Falola 5. Islam and African
Societies. John H. Hanson 6. Africa and Europe before 1900. Curtis A. Keim 7. The Colonial Era.
Sheldon Gellar 8. Decolonization, Independence, and the Failure of Politics. Edmond J. Keller III.
Society and Culture 9. Social Organization in Africa. John C. McCall 10. Economic Life in African
Villages and Towns. Mahir Saul 11. African Systems of Thought. Ivan Karp 12. African Art. Patrick
McNaughton and Diane Pelrine 13. African Music Performed. Ruth M. Stone 14. Popular Culture in
Urban Africa. Dele Jegede 15. African Literature. Eileen Julien 16. Social Change in Contemporary
Africa. Claire Robertson 17. Law and Society in Contemporary Africa. Takyiwaa Manuh IV.
Economics and Politics 18. African Politics since Independence. N. Brian Winchester 19. Economic
Change in Contemporary Africa. Sara Berry 20. The African Development Crisis. Richard Stryker
and Stephen N. Ndegwa 21. South Africa. C. R. D. Halisi and Patrick O'Meara Africana Resources
for Undergraduates: A Bibliographic Essay. Nancy J. Schmidt
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: African History: A Very Short Introduction John
Parker, Richard Rathbone, 2007-03-22 Intended for those interested in the African continent and the
diversity of human history, this work looks at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has
been imagined and represented. It illustrates key themes in modern thinking about Africa's history
with a range of historical examples.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: A Military History of South Africa Timothy J.
Stapleton, 2010-04-09 Warfare and frontier (c.1650-1830) -- Wars of colonial conquest (1830-69) --
Diamond wars (1869-85) -- Gold wars (1886-1910) -- World wars (1910-48) -- Apartheid wars
(1948-94) -- Conclusion: The post-apartheid military.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Hot Feet and Social Change Kariamu Welsh,
Esailama Diouf, Yvonne Daniel, 2019-12-23 The popularity and profile of African dance have
exploded across the African diaspora in the last fifty years. Hot Feet and Social Change presents
traditionalists, neo-traditionalists, and contemporary artists, teachers, and scholars telling some of
the thousands of stories lived and learned by people in the field. Concentrating on eight major cities
in the United States, the essays challenges myths about African dance while demonstrating its
power to awaken identity, self-worth, and community respect. These voices of experience share
personal accounts of living African traditions, their first encounters with and ultimate embrace of
dance, and what teaching African-based dance has meant to them and their communities.
Throughout, the editors alert readers to established and ongoing research, and provide links to
critical contributions by African and Caribbean dance experts. Contributors: Ausettua Amor
Amenkum, Abby Carlozzo, Steven Cornelius, Yvonne Daniel, Charles “Chuck” Davis, Esailama G. A.
Diouf, Indira Etwaroo, Habib Iddrisu, Julie B. Johnson, C. Kemal Nance, Halifu Osumare, Amaniyea
Payne, William Serrano-Franklin, and Kariamu Welsh
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa and Africans Paul Bohannan, 1964
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The State of Africa Martin Meredith, 2011-09-01
'Meredith has given a spectacularly clear view of the African political jungle' – Spectator 'This book
is hard to beat... Elegantly written as well as unerringly accurate' – Financial Times The fortunes of
Africa have changed dramatically since the independence era began in 1957. As Europe’s colonial
powers withdrew, dozens of new states were born. Africa was a continent rich in mineral resources
and its economic potential was immense. Yet, it soon struggled with corruption, violence and
warfare, with few states managing to escape the downward spiral. So what went wrong? In this
riveting and authoritative account, Martin Meredith examines the myriad problems that Africa has
faced, focusing upon key personalities, events and themes of the independence era. He brings his



compelling analysis into the modern day, exploring Africa’s enduring struggles for democracy and
the rising influence of China. It is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the continent’s
plight and its hopes for a brighter future.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Democratization in Mali Robert Pringle, 2006
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Construction Methods and Management S. W.
Nunnally, 1998 Construction Methods and Management has been thoroughly revised and updated to
present a comprehensive introduction to the methods and management of today's construction
industry. This text covers the material so thoroughly that it can serve as the basic text for a variety
of construction courses. S. W. Nunnally covers critical path methods, contracts, construction
economics, productivity, safety, and health in addition to building construction, heavy construction,
and earthmoving. In addition, the author includes over 250 illustrations of current equipment,
procedures, and management techniques, and updated numerous end-of-chapter problems,
questions, and computer applications.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: A History of Africa Toyin Falola, Timothy Joseph
Stapleton, 2021-12 A higher education text on the history of Africa--
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa's Discovery of Europe David Northrup, 2009
Examines the full range of African-European encounters from an unfamiliar African perspective
rather than from the customary European one--Publisher description.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Environmental History of Water Petri S. Juuti,
Tapio Katko, H. Vuorinen, 2007-02-01 The World Water Development Report 2003 pointed out the
extensive problem that: 'Sadly, the tragedy of the water crisis is not simply a result of lack of water
but is, essentially, one of poor water governance.' Cross-sectional and historical intra-national and
international comparisons have been recognized as a valuable method of study in different sectors of
human life, including technologies and governance. Environmental History of Water fills this gap,
with its main focus being on water and sanitation services and their evolution. Altogether 34 authors
have written 30 chapters for this multidisciplinary book which divides into four chronological parts,
from ancient cultures to the challenges of the 21st century, each with its introduction and
conclusions written by the editors. The authors represent such disciplines as history of technology,
history of public health, public policy, development studies, sociology, engineering and management
sciences. This book emphasizes that the history of water and sanitation services is strongly linked to
current water management and policy issues, as well as future implications. Geographically the book
consists of local cases from all inhabited continents. The key penetrating themes of the book include
especially population growth, health, water consumption, technological choices and governance.
There is great need for general, long-term analysis at the global level. Lessons learned from earlier
societies help us to understand the present crisis and challenges. This new book, Environmental
History of Water, provides this analysis by studying these lessons.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The History of Ghana Roger S. Gocking, 2005-06-30
Gocking provides a historical overview of Ghana from the emergence of precolonial states through
increasing contact with Europeans that led to the establishment of formal colonial rule by Great
Britian at the end of the 19th century. Colonial rule transformed what was known as the Gold Coast
economically, socially, and politically, but it contained the seeds of its own demise. After World War
II an increasingly more effective nationalist movement challenged British rule, and in 1957 Ghana
became independent. Independence brought its own challenges the most important of which was the
inability to maintain political stability. Within the space of 24 years there were four military coups
and the collapse of three republics. Ghana's Fourth Republic, established in 1993, has dealt with the
legacy of instability inherited from the past as it moves towards a more stable future. A timeline,
photographs, maps, and an appendix of biographies of notable figures in the history of Ghana are
included. Students and adults alike will find this book to be highly effective in describing the often
turbulent and tumultuous history of this country.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Patrick van Rensburg Kevin Shillington, 2020-07-01
This sensitive and compelling biography of Patrick van Rensburg does justice to a giant of a man,



controversial throughout his life but undeniably a hero Born in KwaZulu-Natal into what he
described as 'a very ordinary South African family that believed in the virtue of racism', Patrick van
Rensburg was to become a rebel with several causes. In his case they were, initially, the fight
against apartheid and, later, a unique contribution to education, which, as he would tell his audience
when he accepted the prestigious Right Livelihood Award, 'as I saw it then, was a necessary tool of
development'. Exiled from South Africa because of his involvement in the boycott campaign in
London that gave birth to the Anti-Apartheid Movement, Van Rensburg went to Serowe in Botswana
(then Bechuanaland), where he founded co-operatives, provided vocational training and was one of
the earliest people to espouse the discipline of development studies. Perhaps his best-known
legacies were Swaneng Hill School, in which he involved his pupils in building their school, running
it, providing their own food and making their own equipment and furniture, and ’brigades’ to provide
an educational home for primary school 'dropouts' through a curriculum that combined theory and
practice, mental and manual labour. This sensitive and compelling biography does justice to a giant
of a man, controversial throughout his life but undeniably a hero.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Charles Warren Kevin Shillington, 2021-08-08 The life
of Charles Warren Royal Engineer is a compelling story, full of action, conflict, triumph and disaster,
with reputations gained and lost. All set against the background of an expanding British Empire. It is
a tale of secrecy, Freemasonry and pioneering archaeology as the young Lt Warren, still only in his
twenties, tunnelled under the Holy City of Jerusalem in search of evidence of the Temple of Solomon
and Herod the Great. A man of high principle and dogged determination Warren thrived on a
challenge: searching for lost British spies in the desert of the Exodus, or publically calling out the
rapacious colonialism of Cecil Rhodes. Later, in different circumstances, he ordered the arrest of
Winston Churchill. Although thrice knighted for his many achievements, Warren is most widely
remembered as the controversial Metropolitan Police Commissioner who failed to catch Jack the
Ripper . In the end he faced the supreme challenge in the Anglo-Boer War, becoming the scapegoat
for one of Britain's greatest military disasters, the Battle of Spion Kop. In this new biography, the
first for 80 years, historian and biographer Kevin Shillington delves into the records and presents a
reassessment of Warren's reputation.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Sources and Methods in African History Toyin
Falola, Christian Jennings, 2004 An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand African
history. Spurred in part by the ongoing re-evaluation of sources and methods in research, African
historiography in the past two decades has been characterized by the continued branching and
increasing sophistication of methodologies and areas of specialization. The rate of incorporation of
new sources and methods into African historical research shows no signs of slowing. This book is
both a snapshot of current academic practice and an attempt to sort throughsome of the problems
scholars face within this unfolding web of sources and methods. The book is divided into five
sections, each of which begins with a short introduction by a distinguished Africanist scholar. The
first sectiondeals with archaeological contributions to historical research. The second section
examines the methodologies involved in deciphering historically accurate African ethnic identities
from the records of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. The third section mines old documentary sources
for new historical perspectives. The fourth section deals with the method most often associated with
African historians, that of drawing historical data from oral tradition. Thefifth section is devoted to
essays that present innovative sources and methods for African historical research. Together, the
essays in this cutting-edge volume represent the current state of the art in African historical
research. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and
University Distinguished Teaching Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. Christian Jennings
is a Doctoral Candidatein History at the University of Texas at Austin.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The Lost White Tribe Michael Frederick Robinson,
2016 Michael F. Robinson traces the rise and fall of the Hamitic Hypothesis, the theory that whites
had lived in Africa since antiquity, which held sway in Europe and in Africa in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.



  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa: A History Alvin M. Josephy, 2016-09-06 Most
of us still know less about Africa's past and peoples than we do about the continent's wild animals.
And what we do know is colored by romance - safaris and treks and camel caravans, Solomon's mine
and Tutankhamun's curse, the shores of Tripoli and the snows of Kilimanjaro. Yet the ancestor of all
humankind may have lived in Africa. The world's longest-lived, literate civilization was African.
Through the ages, great civilizations rose and fell in what was once called darkest Africa, leaving
behind mysterious fortresses and splendid art. Christianity and Islam battled age-old beliefs - and
each other. Traders on camels were followed by explorers in caravels and by a plague of invaders,
hungry for ivory and diamonds and the black gold of slavery. In just the last half century,
independence has swept away the old maps and colonial ways to jar the balance of the world. Here
is Africa's story.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Sunjata: A New Prose Version , 2016-06-01 After
existing orally for hundreds of years, Sunjata was written down in the 20th century. David Conrad,
who recorded a new version of the epic, has now crafted a prose translation that preserves the oral
flavor of live performance. The result is a captivating work of literature that will finally give the story
of Sunjata its well-deserved place among the great epics of world literature. —Martin Puchner,
Byron and Anita Wien Professor of Drama and of English and Comparative Literature, Harvard
University
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: The Angry Divide Wilmot Godfrey James, Mary
Simons, 1989
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Luka Jantjie Kevin Shillington, 2011 Luka Jantjie is
today a largely forgotten hero of resistance to British colonialism. His place in South African history
has tended to be overshadowed by events elsewhere in the region. This book attempts to redress the
balance by recording his remarkable story. In 1870, at the beginning of the Kimberley diamond
mining boom that was to transform southern Africa, Luka Jantjie was the first independent African
ruler to lose his land to the new colonialists, who promptly annexed the diamond fields. His
outspoken stand against the hypocrisy of colonial 'justice' earned him the epithet: a wild fellow who
hates the English. As the son of an early Christian convert, Luka was brought up to respect peace
and non-violence; his boycott of rural trading stores in the early 1890s was perhaps the earliest use
of non-violent resistance in colonial South Africa. His steady refusal to bow to colonial demands of
subservience intensified the enmity of local colonists determined to 'teach him a lesson'. As many of
his people succumbed to colonial pressures, Luka was twice forced to take up arms to defend
himself and his people from colonial attacks. His life ended in a dramatic and heroic last stand in the
ancestral sanctuary of the Langeberg mountain range; its tragic consequences stretched far into the
next century.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: History in the Making Catherine Locks, Sarah K.
Mergel, Pamela Thomas Roseman, Tamara Spike, 2013-04-19 A peer-reviewed open U.S. History
Textbook released under a CC BY SA 3.0 Unported License.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Divine Rulers in a Secular State Timo Kallinen,
2018-03-09 In present-day Africa chiefs interact fluently with modern states, international
organizations, and business corporations, and traditional chieftaincy is perceived essentially as a
secular institution. Consequently, social scientists have started paying serious attention to the role
of traditional authorities in contemporary political landscapes. Yet it was only a few decades ago that
classic ethnographers were characterizing chiefs as priests, magicians, diviners, rainmakers, and the
like. What happened to the divinity of African chiefs and kings? Drawing on his research on the
Asante people of Ghana, West Africa, Timo Kallinen explores how the colonial and postcolonial states
have attempted to secularize the sacred institutions of chiefship and kingship, a process which is by
no means complete. Furthermore, it has frequently proved a problematic undertaking with regards
to a number of burning issues in contemporary Ghanaian society, such as Pentecostal-Charismatic
Christianity, nationalism, international development aid, civil society participation, coup d'états, and
witchcraft.



  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Power in Colonial Africa Elizabeth Eldredge, 2007
Even in its heyday European rule of Africa had limits. Whether through complacency or denial, many
colonial officials ignored the signs of African dissent. Displays of opposition by Africans, too indirect
to counter or quash, percolated throughout the colonial era and kept alive a spirit of sovereignty that
would find full expression only decades later. In Power in Colonial Africa: Conflict and Discourse in
Lesotho, 1870–1960, Elizabeth A. Eldredge analyzes a panoply of archival and oral resources, visual
signs and symbols, and public and private actions to show how power may be exercised not only by
rulers but also by the ruled. The BaSotho—best known for their consolidation of a kingdom from the
1820s to 1850s through primarily peaceful means, and for bringing colonial forces to a standstill in
the Gun War of 1880–1881—struggled to maintain sovereignty over their internal affairs during their
years under the colonial rule of the Cape Colony (now part of South Africa) and Britain from 1868 to
1966. Eldredge explores instances of BaSotho resistance, resilience, and resourcefulness in forms of
expression both verbal and non-verbal. Skillfully navigating episodes of conflict, the BaSotho
matched wits with the British in diplomatic brinksmanship, negotiation, compromise, circumvention,
and persuasion, revealing the capacity of a subordinate population to influence the course of events
as it selectively absorbs, employs, and subverts elements of the colonial culture. “A refreshing,
readable and lucid account of one in an array of compositions of power during colonialism in
southern Africa.”—David Gordon, Journal of African History “Elegantly written.”—Sean Redding,
Sub-Saharan Africa “Eldredge writes clearly and attractively, and her studies of the war between
Lerotholi and Masupha and of the conflicts over the succession to the paramountcy are essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand those crises.”—Peter Sanders, Journal of Southern
African Studies
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Ghana and the Rawlings Factor Kevin Shillington,
1992 Tells the story of two popular revolutions in Ghana, both of them led by the same man, Flight
Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, now Head of Ghana's government, the Provisional National Defence
Council. The book includes interviews with many of the key players in the drama, including Rawlings
himself.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa's International Relations Ali A Mazrui,
2019-06-03 The author presents a journey through African and Western history, culture and politics.
By essaying Africa's international relations, Mazrui returns to an important truth: the power of race
and culture in Africa's relations with the West. Discussing African political formation, his overriding
theme, not unpredictably, is assimilation - of the enti
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Njinga of Angola Linda M. Heywood, 2019-02-25 “The
fascinating story of arguably the greatest queen in sub-Saharan African history, who surely deserves
a place in the pantheon of revolutionary world leaders.” —Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Though largely
unknown in the West, the seventeenth-century African queen Njinga was one of the most
multifaceted rulers in history, a woman who rivaled Queen Elizabeth I in political cunning and
military prowess. In this landmark book, based on nine years of research and drawing from
missionary accounts, letters, and colonial records, Linda Heywood reveals how this legendary queen
skillfully navigated—and ultimately transcended—the ruthless, male-dominated power struggles of
her time. “Queen Njinga of Angola has long been among the many heroes whom black diasporians
have used to construct a pantheon and a usable past. Linda Heywood gives us a different
Njinga—one brimming with all the qualities that made her the stuff of legend but also full of all the
interests and inclinations that made her human. A thorough, serious, and long overdue study of a
fascinating ruler, Njinga of Angola is an essential addition to the study of the black Atlantic world.”
—Ta-Nehisi Coates “This fine biography attempts to reconcile her political acumen with the human
sacrifices, infanticide, and slave trading by which she consolidated and projected power.” —New
Yorker “Queen Njinga was by far the most successful of African rulers in resisting Portuguese
colonialism...Tactically pious and unhesitatingly murderous...a commanding figure in velvet slippers
and elephant hair ripe for big-screen treatment; and surely, as our social media age puts it, one
badass woman.” —Karen Shook, Times Higher Education



  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Sowing the Mustard Seed Yoweri Museveni, 1997 The
autobiography of Yoweni Kaguta Museveni. Museveni led a guerilla war to liberate his country from
tyranny and, as President of Uganda, has established a reputation as one of the most widely
respected African leaders of his generation.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the
Poor Rob Nixon, 2011-06-01 “Groundbreaking in its call to reconsider our approach to the slow
rhythm of time in the very concrete realms of environmental health and social justice.” —Wold
Literature Today The violence wrought by climate change, toxic drift, deforestation, oil spills, and
the environmental aftermath of war takes place gradually and often invisibly. Using the innovative
concept of slow violence to describe these threats, Rob Nixon focuses on the inattention we have
paid to the attritional lethality of many environmental crises, in contrast with the sensational,
spectacle-driven messaging that impels public activism today. Slow violence, because it is so readily
ignored by a hard-charging capitalism, exacerbates the vulnerability of ecosystems and of people
who are poor, disempowered, and often involuntarily displaced, while fueling social conflicts that
arise from desperation as life-sustaining conditions erode. In a book of extraordinary scope, Nixon
examines a cluster of writer-activists affiliated with the environmentalism of the poor in the global
South. By approaching environmental justice literature from this transnational perspective, he
exposes the limitations of the national and local frames that dominate environmental writing. And by
skillfully illuminating the strategies these writer-activists deploy to give dramatic visibility to
environmental emergencies, Nixon invites his readers to engage with some of the most pressing
challenges of our time.
  kevin shillington history of africa pdf: Africa ,
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