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kierkegaard either/or pdf serves as a gateway for many to explore the profound
philosophical landscape of Søren Kierkegaard, one of the most influential existentialist
thinkers. This seminal work, often sought in its portable PDF format, delves into the
fundamental choices that shape human existence, presenting two contrasting aesthetic and
ethical modes of life. Understanding "Either/Or" is crucial for grasping Kierkegaard's critique
of Hegelian philosophy and his radical emphasis on individual subjectivity, freedom, and
responsibility. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of "Either/Or,"
examining its structure, key concepts, and enduring relevance, all while keeping the search
for the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" in mind. We will explore the distinct voices of "A" and
"B," the aesthetic and ethical spheres, and the psychological and existential dilemmas they
represent, offering insights for anyone looking to engage with this pivotal text.
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Philosophical Journey

Søren Kierkegaard's "Either/Or" (Danish: Enten-Eller) is a monumental work in philosophical
literature, first published in 1843. It is not a straightforward treatise but rather a collection
of writings presented under pseudonyms, most notably "A" and "B," each representing a
distinct philosophical outlook on life. The core of the book lies in the examination of two
fundamental life attitudes: the aesthetic and the ethical. Kierkegaard uses these
pseudonyms and their respective essays to illustrate the profound implications of different
choices and the very nature of existence itself. The quest for the "kierkegaard either/or pdf"
often stems from a desire to engage with these complex ideas in a convenient and
accessible format, allowing for deep study of Kierkegaard's critique of abstract
philosophical systems and his championing of individual lived experience.

The work is structured to guide the reader through a dialectical process, presenting the
allure and eventual limitations of an aesthetic existence before introducing the stability and
demands of an ethical one. It challenges readers to confront their own fundamental choices
and to recognize that life is a series of decisions, each carrying significant weight. The
insights offered within "Either/Or" are not merely theoretical; they are deeply personal and
existential, urging a reevaluation of what it means to be a conscious, free individual in the
world.

The Structure and Divisions of Kierkegaard's
"Either/Or"

"Either/Or" is famously divided into two main parts, representing distinct stages or spheres
of existence as conceptualized by Kierkegaard. This division is not arbitrary but serves to
systematically explore the contrasting values and consequences associated with each way
of life. The pseudonyms "A" and "B" are crucial to this structure, with "A" presenting the
aesthetic viewpoint and "B" championing the ethical perspective. The very title
encapsulates this fundamental dichotomy, presenting the reader with a profound choice
between two irreconcilable approaches to living. The search for the "kierkegaard either/or
pdf" often involves seeking out reliable editions that accurately convey this carefully
constructed duality.

Part I: The Aesthetic Stage – The World of Immediate
Experience

The first part of "Either/Or" is primarily authored by the pseudonymous "A," who embodies
the aesthetician's lifestyle. This section is a rich tapestry of essays and reflections that
celebrate the pursuit of pleasure, beauty, and sensory experience. "A" explores various
facets of the aesthetic life, including the philosophy of seduction, the appreciation of music
and art, and the constant striving for novelty and intensity. However, beneath the veneer of
enjoyment and stimulation, Kierkegaard, through "A," subtly reveals the inherent



transience and potential for emptiness in a life lived solely for immediate gratification.
Boredom emerges as a significant threat to the aesthetician, leading to a continuous need
for new distractions and an ultimate descent into despair. The essays in this part vividly
portray the fleeting nature of pleasure and the difficulty of finding lasting meaning within a
purely aesthetic framework. Finding the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" allows for a close
examination of these explorations into the joys and sorrows of the aesthetic life.

Part II: The Ethical Stage – The Realm of Commitment
and Duty

In stark contrast to "A," the second part of "Either/Or" is presented by "B," a judge, who
advocates for the ethical stage of existence. "B" argues that true fulfillment and selfhood
are found not in the pursuit of pleasure but in embracing responsibility, commitment, and
duty. This section focuses on concepts such as marriage, the importance of social norms,
and the realization of one's self through consistent choices and adherence to moral
principles. "B" emphasizes that the ethical life involves a conscious decision to bind oneself
to enduring commitments, which, while potentially limiting immediate freedom, ultimately
lead to a more stable and authentic identity. The judge's perspective offers a powerful
counterpoint to the aesthetician's fleeting experiences, highlighting the profound
satisfaction and integrity that arise from embracing one's obligations and forging a
meaningful existence through deliberate action and self-discipline. The availability of a
"kierkegaard either/or pdf" facilitates a thorough comparison between these two opposing
but equally compelling modes of life.

Key Concepts and Themes in Kierkegaard's
Either/Or

Kierkegaard's "Either/Or" is densely packed with philosophical concepts that have
resonated through generations of thinkers. The book masterfully unpacks the psychological
and existential ramifications of choosing between a life driven by aesthetic impulses and
one grounded in ethical principles. The exploration of these concepts is central to
understanding Kierkegaard's unique contribution to philosophy, and many readers turn to
the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" to delve deeply into these nuanced ideas.

The Aesthetician's Life: Pleasure, Boredom, and Despair

The aesthetic life, as portrayed by "A," is characterized by a relentless pursuit of pleasure,
sensory experiences, and immediate gratification. The aesthetician seeks to live intensely,
to experience everything, and to avoid any form of commitment that might restrict their
freedom or diminish their capacity for enjoyment. However, Kierkegaard illustrates that this
pursuit is ultimately unsustainable. The constant need for new stimuli leads to a gnawing
boredom, a state where nothing can truly satisfy or engage the individual. This boredom, in
turn, can escalate into a profound sense of despair, a realization of the meaninglessness



and futility of a life devoid of deeper purpose or commitment. The essays in Part I vividly
depict the psychological toll of this existence, highlighting how the unmoored individual
struggles to find an anchor in a world of fleeting sensations. Accessing the "kierkegaard
either/or pdf" allows for a detailed study of these psychological nuances.

The Ethicist's Life: Marriage, Responsibility, and
Selfhood

In contrast, the ethical life, championed by "B," is defined by the acceptance of
responsibility, duty, and commitment. For the ethicist, true selfhood is not discovered but
created through conscious choices and the willingness to bind oneself to particular
obligations, most notably through marriage. Marriage, in Kierkegaard's view, is not simply a
romantic union but a fundamental ethical choice that provides structure, stability, and the
opportunity for genuine personal growth. The ethical individual finds meaning and
authenticity by embracing the universal, adhering to moral principles, and recognizing the
significance of their actions within a broader societal and personal context. This
commitment, while involving sacrifice, is presented as the path to a more robust and
integrated self, one that can withstand the vicissitudes of life and find enduring purpose.
The "kierkegaard either/or pdf" provides a clear exposition of these ethical arguments.

The Concept of Choice and the Burden of Freedom

At the heart of "Either/Or" lies Kierkegaard's profound exploration of choice and freedom.
He argues that human existence is fundamentally defined by our capacity to choose, and
that these choices are not trivial but constitutive of who we become. The book presents
freedom not as an absence of constraints but as the terrifying responsibility of making
decisions that shape our very being. The aesthetician attempts to evade this responsibility
by living in a state of perpetual indecision or by passively drifting through experiences. The
ethicist, conversely, embraces choice as the cornerstone of an authentic life, understanding
that commitment is the embodiment of free will. The "kierkegaard either/or pdf" offers a
deep dive into the philosophical implications of this radical freedom and the anxiety it can
engender.

The Role of Despair and the Leap of Faith

Kierkegaard's concept of despair is intricately linked to the limitations of both the aesthetic
and ethical stages, and it points towards a further dimension of human existence. Despair,
for Kierkegaard, is not merely sadness but a spiritual sickness, a fundamental misrelation to
oneself and to the power that constituted one. While the aesthetic stage can lead to despair
through a lack of grounding, the ethical stage, with its inherent limitations and moral
striving, can also reveal the insufficiency of human effort. This realization of human
inadequacy, Kierkegaard suggests, can lead to a "leap of faith" – a movement towards a
religious understanding of existence, where ultimate meaning and salvation are found in a
relationship with the divine. While "Either/Or" primarily focuses on the aesthetic and ethical



spheres, the seeds of this religious dimension are present, hinting at the possibility of
transcendence beyond the dilemmas presented. The "kierkegaard either/or pdf" often
serves as the starting point for exploring these deeper spiritual dimensions.

Why Seek Kierkegaard's Either/Or in PDF Format?

The enduring appeal of Søren Kierkegaard's "Either/Or" has led many to seek out its
content in digital formats, with the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" being a particularly popular
choice. This preference is driven by a confluence of practical considerations and the nature
of academic and personal study. The accessibility and portability of the PDF format make it
an ideal tool for engaging with a text as dense and significant as Kierkegaard's magnum
opus. It allows for widespread access to these profound philosophical ideas, democratizing
the study of existentialism and its foundational texts.

Accessibility and Portability of the Kierkegaard
Either/Or PDF

One of the primary reasons for seeking a "kierkegaard either/or pdf" is the sheer
accessibility it offers. Unlike physical books, which can be costly, out of print, or difficult to
carry, a PDF document can be downloaded and accessed on a multitude of devices,
including computers, tablets, and smartphones. This portability means that one can engage
with Kierkegaard's complex arguments anytime, anywhere – during a commute, in a library,
or while relaxing at home. The ability to have the entire text readily available without the
physical burden of a thick volume is a significant advantage for students, scholars, and
casual readers alike who are interested in exploring the profound existential choices laid
out in "Either/Or."

Digital Study and Annotation of the Kierkegaard
Either/Or PDF

Beyond mere accessibility, the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" format facilitates a more
dynamic and personalized study experience. Modern PDF readers offer robust annotation
tools, allowing users to highlight key passages, add notes, and bookmark important
sections. This is invaluable when grappling with Kierkegaard's intricate philosophical
reasoning, his use of pseudonyms, and the subtle nuances of his arguments. Students can
create digital study guides, track their understanding of complex concepts, and easily
revisit specific passages for review. This interactive approach to reading can deepen
comprehension and engagement with the text, making the process of dissecting
Kierkegaard's ideas more efficient and effective than traditional methods. The ease of
searching within a "kierkegaard either/or pdf" is also a significant benefit for quickly
locating specific quotes or concepts.



The Enduring Relevance of Kierkegaard's
Either/Or

"Either/Or" remains a cornerstone of philosophical inquiry, its insights into the human
condition resonating as strongly today as they did in the 19th century. The book's
exploration of fundamental life choices, the nature of freedom, and the search for meaning
continues to be a vital resource for understanding ourselves and our place in the world. The
availability of the "kierkegaard either/or pdf" ensures that these timeless questions are
accessible to new generations of readers.

Kierkegaard's Influence on Existentialism and
Psychology

Søren Kierkegaard is widely regarded as the father of existentialism, and "Either/Or" is a
foundational text for this philosophical movement. His radical emphasis on individual
subjectivity, freedom, and the responsibility that comes with choice profoundly influenced
later existentialist thinkers such as Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. Furthermore,
Kierkegaard's keen psychological insights into despair, anxiety, and the human need for
meaning have made his work indispensable to the field of psychology, particularly
existential psychology and psychotherapy. The diagnostic and therapeutic approaches
developed in these fields often draw directly from Kierkegaard's analyses of the human
psyche as presented in works like "Either/Or." The "kierkegaard either/or pdf" provides
direct access to the source of these influential ideas.

Applying "Either/Or" to Contemporary Life Choices

The dichotomies presented in "Either/Or" are not mere historical curiosities; they offer a
powerful framework for understanding the choices we face in our own lives. In an era
characterized by rapid change, overwhelming information, and a multitude of lifestyle
options, the book's central question – whether to embrace an aesthetic or an ethical
orientation – remains profoundly relevant. Kierkegaard challenges us to consider the
consequences of our commitments, the allure and potential pitfalls of immediate
gratification, and the ultimate source of authentic selfhood. Whether navigating career
paths, personal relationships, or personal values, the wisdom gleaned from a study of
"Either/Or," often facilitated by the "kierkegaard either/or pdf," can provide invaluable
guidance for making more conscious and meaningful decisions. The book prompts
introspection about what truly constitutes a well-lived life.

Frequently Asked Questions



Where can I find a reliable PDF of Kierkegaard's
'Either/Or'?
Reliable PDFs of Kierkegaard's 'Either/Or' are often available through academic library
databases, university websites, or reputable online archives like Project Gutenberg or
Internet Archive. Be cautious of unofficial sites that may offer incomplete or poor-quality
versions.

What are the main philosophical themes explored in
Kierkegaard's 'Either/Or' PDF?
Kierkegaard's 'Either/Or' PDF primarily explores the existential dichotomy between the
aesthetic and the ethical stages of existence. It delves into concepts of freedom, choice,
despair, love, marriage, suicide, and the subjective individual's quest for meaning.

Is 'Either/Or' by Kierkegaard an easy read if I'm new to
his philosophy?
While 'Either/Or' is a foundational text, it can be challenging for beginners due to its
complex philosophical concepts, literary style, and the sheer volume of its content. It's
often recommended to start with secondary literature or shorter essays before diving into
the full PDF.

What is the significance of the 'aesthetic' and 'ethical'
stages presented in the 'Either/Or' PDF?
The aesthetic stage, as depicted in the PDF, is characterized by a pursuit of pleasure,
sensory experience, and avoidance of commitment. The ethical stage, conversely,
emphasizes responsibility, duty, universal principles, and making deliberate, lasting
choices.

Does the 'Either/Or' PDF contain Kierkegaard's own
direct voice or is it all pseudonymous?
The 'Either/Or' PDF is presented through pseudonyms. Volume one is attributed to 'A',
representing the aesthetic viewpoint, while volume two is by 'B', advocating for the ethical.
Kierkegaard himself does not overtly express his direct opinions within the main body of the
text.

How does the concept of 'despair' function in the
'Either/Or' PDF?
Despair in 'Either/Or' is a crucial concept, particularly in the second volume. It's often linked
to a failed self, a disunity of the self, or the anxiety that arises from freedom and the weight
of choosing one's existence. It's seen as a symptom of not truly becoming oneself.



Are there different English translations of Kierkegaard's
'Either/Or' available in PDF format, and which is
preferred?
Yes, there are several English translations of 'Either/Or' available in PDF. The Princeton
University Press edition, translated by Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong, is widely
considered a scholarly and authoritative translation. Other translations exist and may have
their own strengths.

What role does the concept of 'seduction' play in the
'Either/Or' PDF?
Seduction, as explored in the aesthetic section of 'Either/Or', is presented as a strategy for
living a life driven by immediate gratification and avoiding the commitment and
responsibility of the ethical. It's a means of manipulating desires and experiences without
genuine self-engagement.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Kierkegaard's Either/Or, with short descriptions:

1. The Seduction Method: Kierkegaard's Either/Or and the Art of Persuasion
This book explores the fascinating role of seduction as presented in Kierkegaard's Either/Or.
It delves into the psychological and philosophical strategies employed by figures like
Johannes the Seducer to achieve their aims, examining how these tactics relate to
contemporary understandings of persuasion and influence. The analysis offers insights into
the power dynamics and ethical considerations embedded within the act of winning over
another.

2. Aesthetic vs. Ethical: Re-evaluating Kierkegaard's Stages of Existence
This work offers a contemporary re-examination of the distinction between the aesthetic
and ethical stages of life as laid out in Either/Or. It scrutinizes the limitations and allure of
the aesthetic perspective, contrasting it with the demands and responsibilities of an ethical
commitment. The book invites readers to consider the ongoing relevance of Kierkegaard's
framework for understanding personal choice and the construction of a meaningful life.

3. The Humor of the Infinite: Anxiety and Play in Kierkegaard's Either/Or
This title probes the often-overlooked element of humor within Kierkegaard's philosophical
masterpiece, Either/Or. It investigates how the existential anxieties and the playful,
sometimes absurd, nature of human existence are intricately woven together. The book
suggests that understanding the humorous dimension is crucial for grasping the full
spectrum of the choices and predicaments Kierkegaard presents.

4. Beyond Either/Or: Contemporary Interpretations of Kierkegaard's Binary
This book moves beyond a direct exegesis of Either/Or to explore how its central binary has
been interpreted and transformed by later thinkers. It examines how contemporary
philosophy, literature, and psychology engage with the fundamental choices Kierkegaard
posited, often questioning or expanding upon his original dichotomy. The collection offers



diverse perspectives on the enduring legacy of Kierkegaard's foundational work.

5. The Diary of a Seducer: A Literary Analysis of Kierkegaard's Aesthetic Stage
This publication provides a deep dive into the literary artistry and psychological depth of
The Diary of a Seducer, a pivotal section of Kierkegaard's Either/Or. It dissects the narrative
techniques, character motivations, and philosophical underpinnings of this work. The
analysis aims to illuminate the complexities of aesthetic experience and its potential pitfalls
as depicted by Kierkegaard.

6. Marriage and the Ethical Subject: Kierkegaard's Path to Authenticity
Focusing on the "Ultimum" section of Either/Or, this book explores Kierkegaard's
exploration of marriage as a crucial ethical commitment. It examines how embracing such a
responsibility can lead to genuine selfhood and an authentic existence. The work delves
into the philosophical arguments for the ethical stage and its transformative power in
shaping one's identity.

7. The Audacity of Faith: From Either/Or to the Leap of Belief
This volume traces the philosophical trajectory from the stark choices presented in
Either/Or to Kierkegaard's concept of the "leap of faith." It analyzes how the existential
dilemmas of the aesthetic and ethical stages ultimately point towards a different, more
profound way of being. The book engages with the theological implications of Kierkegaard's
thought and its call for radical personal commitment.

8. Existential Angst and the Burden of Choice: Kierkegaard's Either/Or in Modern Life
This work examines the pervasive feelings of existential angst and the profound burden of
choice as articulated in Either/Or and their continued relevance today. It connects
Kierkegaard's insights into the human condition to contemporary societal anxieties and
individual struggles for meaning. The book offers a framework for understanding the
challenges of making significant life decisions in a complex world.

9. Freedom, Despair, and Repetition: Unpacking Kierkegaard's Philosophical Concepts
This study unpacks key philosophical concepts that underpin Either/Or, including freedom,
despair, and repetition. It meticulously explains how these ideas are interconnected and
how they contribute to Kierkegaard's broader philosophical project. The book aims to
provide a clearer understanding of the intellectual architecture of Kierkegaard's magnum
opus for a wider audience.
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Outline:

Introduction: Introducing Søren Kierkegaard and Either/Or's central themes.
Chapter 1: The Aesthetic Life: Exploring the concept of immediate gratification and the limitations of
sensual pleasure.
Chapter 2: The Ethical Life: Delving into the responsibilities and commitments of ethical decision-
making.
Chapter 3: The Knight of Faith: Examining Kierkegaard's concept of faith as a paradoxical leap
beyond ethical considerations.
Chapter 4: The Two Voices and Their Contrasts: Analyzing the distinct perspectives and writing
styles of "A" and "Judge William".
Chapter 5: Key Concepts and Terminology: Defining crucial Kierkegaardian terms like "angst,"
"despair," and "subjectivity."
Conclusion: Synthesizing the key arguments and highlighting the enduring relevance of Either/Or in
contemporary life.

Kierkegaard's Either/Or: A Journey Through Existential
Choice

Søren Kierkegaard's Either/Or, a seminal work of existentialist philosophy, isn't just a book; it's an
experience. Published anonymously in 1843, this collection of essays and aphorisms presents a
compelling exploration of human existence, forcing readers to confront fundamental choices
between two seemingly irreconcilable life paths: the aesthetic and the ethical. This PDF offers a
comprehensive guide to navigating the complexities of Kierkegaard's masterpiece, revealing its
enduring relevance to our modern lives grappling with similar dilemmas.

1. Introduction: Navigating the Labyrinth of Choice

Either/Or isn't a straightforward philosophical treatise. Instead, Kierkegaard employs a masterful
literary technique, presenting the reader with two distinct voices: "A," representing the aesthetic
life, and Judge William, championing the ethical. This structure immediately throws the reader into
the heart of the existential dilemma: the constant struggle between immediate gratification and
long-term commitment. The introduction sets the stage, establishing the context of Kierkegaard's life
and philosophical background, briefly outlining his critique of Hegelian idealism and his emphasis on
individual subjectivity. It then introduces the central conflict of the book: the choice between the
aesthetic and ethical modes of existence, setting the groundwork for a deeper exploration of each in
subsequent chapters. Understanding the historical context of Kierkegaard's work—the burgeoning
Romantic movement and the rise of philosophical individualism—enhances one's appreciation of his
unique contribution to philosophy.



2. Chapter 1: The Aesthetic Life – A Dance with the Ephemeral

"A," the anonymous author of the first part of Either/Or, embodies the aesthetic life—a life dedicated
to the pursuit of pleasure and immediate gratification. This chapter meticulously dissects the allure
and ultimately the limitations of this approach. "A" champions a life of sensual experience, artistic
appreciation, and fleeting romantic encounters. He argues for the inherent value of moments of
intense feeling and the pursuit of beauty. However, Kierkegaard, through "A," subtly reveals the
inherent emptiness and despair that ultimately accompany this relentless pursuit of pleasure. The
aesthetic life, while alluring, lacks depth and substance; it is a constant striving for the next fleeting
experience, perpetually preventing genuine connection and self-discovery. Analyzing "A's" diaries,
letters, and reflections, this chapter explores the cyclical nature of boredom and the eventual
recognition of the meaninglessness inherent in a life solely focused on immediate gratification.

3. Chapter 2: The Ethical Life – Embracing Responsibility

In stark contrast to "A," Judge William represents the ethical life. This chapter examines the
profound shift from the immediacy of the aesthetic to the responsibility and commitment required of
the ethical. Judge William emphasizes the importance of duty, moral obligation, and the acceptance
of universal ethical principles. He advocates for a life guided by reason, consistency, and a
commitment to societal norms and expectations. The ethical life, according to Judge William,
provides a structure and purpose that the aesthetic life lacks. It offers a sense of stability and
belonging, though at the cost of some individual freedom. This chapter meticulously explores the
complexities of ethical decision-making, highlighting the challenges and rewards of living a life
guided by moral principles. The contrast between "A's" impulsive hedonism and Judge William's
reasoned morality forms the central tension of Either/Or.

4. Chapter 3: The Knight of Faith – A Paradoxical Leap

Kierkegaard introduces a third, even more profound level of existence: the Knight of Faith. This
chapter explores the paradoxical nature of faith, a leap beyond both the aesthetic and the ethical.
The Knight of Faith isn't simply adhering to ethical principles; they transcend them through a
personal and subjective relationship with God. This "leap of faith" is not a rational choice but a
passionate commitment that defies logical explanation. This chapter delves into the inherent
contradictions of faith, highlighting the tension between individual freedom and divine command. It
analyzes Kierkegaard's concept of "absurdity" – the inherent irrationality of faith, a paradoxical
embrace of the unknown and the acceptance of the seemingly contradictory nature of existence. This
section challenges readers to consider the limits of reason and the possibility of a faith that goes
beyond ethical considerations.



5. Chapter 4: The Two Voices and Their Contrasts – A Literary
Masterpiece

This chapter analyzes the contrasting writing styles and perspectives of "A" and Judge William.
Kierkegaard masterfully utilizes different literary forms to convey their distinct viewpoints. "A"
employs a more fragmented, impressionistic style, reflecting the fluidity and ephemerality of the
aesthetic life. Judge William, on the other hand, adopts a more formal, structured approach,
mirroring the systematic nature of ethical reasoning. The juxtaposition of these styles underscores
the fundamental differences between the two life paths. This section explores the literary artistry of
Either/Or, emphasizing how Kierkegaard's choice of literary techniques enhances the impact and
philosophical depth of his arguments. It examines the effectiveness of the dialectical approach he
employs, forcing the reader to confront the implications of each perspective.

6. Chapter 5: Key Concepts and Terminology – Understanding
Kierkegaard's Language

This chapter provides a glossary of crucial Kierkegaardian terms essential to understanding
Either/Or. This section defines and explains key concepts like "angst" (anxiety), "despair,"
"subjectivity," "faith," and "the absurd." Understanding these terms is crucial for grasping the
nuances of Kierkegaard's philosophical arguments. Defining "angst" as the recognition of one's
freedom and the responsibility it entails, this section explores how it functions as a catalyst for both
ethical and religious development. Similarly, the concepts of "despair" and "subjectivity" are
explained, emphasizing their central role in Kierkegaard's existentialist thought. This chapter serves
as a critical tool for navigating the complexities of Kierkegaard's philosophical language, making the
book accessible to a wider audience.

7. Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Choice

The conclusion synthesizes the central arguments of Either/Or, emphasizing the enduring relevance
of Kierkegaard's exploration of existential choice. It highlights the book's continued impact on
philosophy, literature, and psychology. The conclusion emphasizes that the choices presented in
Either/Or—between aesthetic immediacy and ethical responsibility, and ultimately the leap of
faith—remain profoundly relevant to contemporary life. The ongoing struggles of individuals
grappling with meaning, purpose, and commitment resonate deeply with Kierkegaard's analysis. The
concluding section underscores the ongoing importance of self-reflection and the necessity of
making conscious choices in navigating the complexities of human existence.



FAQs

1. What is the main theme of Either/Or? The central theme is the exploration of human existence
through the contrasting perspectives of the aesthetic and ethical life, culminating in the concept of
the Knight of Faith.

2. Who are "A" and Judge William? They are fictional characters representing the aesthetic and
ethical life paths respectively, used by Kierkegaard to explore these concepts through contrasting
perspectives and writing styles.

3. What is the "leap of faith"? It's Kierkegaard's concept of a passionate commitment to faith that
transcends reason and ethical considerations, a subjective and personal relationship with the divine.

4. What is "angst" in Kierkegaard's philosophy? Angst refers to the anxiety and uncertainty that arise
from recognizing one's freedom and the responsibility that comes with it.

5. How does Either/Or relate to existentialism? It's a foundational text for existentialism,
emphasizing individual subjectivity, freedom, responsibility, and the search for meaning in a
seemingly meaningless world.

6. Is Either/Or difficult to read? Yes, it can be challenging due to its philosophical depth and the use
of different literary styles, but the rewards of engaging with its complex ideas are significant.

7. What is the significance of the book's anonymous publication? The anonymity adds to the work's
impact, focusing attention on the ideas themselves rather than the author's authority.

8. What are some key differences between the aesthetic and ethical life? The aesthetic life prioritizes
immediate gratification and sensual pleasure, while the ethical life emphasizes responsibility,
commitment, and adherence to moral principles.

9. Why is Either/Or still relevant today? Its exploration of fundamental human dilemmas—choices
between pleasure and responsibility, self-expression and commitment—continues to resonate with
readers facing similar challenges.

Related Articles:

1. Kierkegaard's Concept of Despair: An in-depth analysis of Kierkegaard's understanding of despair
as a fundamental condition of human existence.

2. The Aesthetic Life: A Critical Examination: A closer look at the seductive allure and ultimate
limitations of the aesthetic life as presented by "A."

3. The Ethical Life and its Demands: A thorough exploration of the responsibilities and commitments
inherent in the ethical life according to Judge William.



4. The Paradox of Faith in Kierkegaard: A detailed examination of Kierkegaard's concept of faith as a
"leap" beyond reason and ethical considerations.

5. Kierkegaard's Influence on Existentialism: An overview of Kierkegaard's lasting impact on
existentialist thought and subsequent thinkers.

6. Comparing and Contrasting "A" and Judge William: A comparative analysis of the two voices and
their literary styles in Either/Or.

7. Understanding Angst: Kierkegaard's Concept of Anxiety: A focused exploration of the concept of
"angst" and its implications for human existence.

8. Subjectivity and Truth in Kierkegaard's Philosophy: An examination of Kierkegaard's emphasis on
subjective truth and its implications for understanding reality.

9. The Absurd in Kierkegaard's Thought: An exploration of Kierkegaard's concept of the absurd and
its connection to faith and human existence.

  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings IV, Part II Søren Kierkegaard,
2013-04-21 Søren Kierkegaard, the nineteenth-century Danish philosopher rediscovered in the
twentieth century, is a major influence in contemporary philosophy, religion, and literature. He
regarded Either/Or as the beginning of his authorship, although he had published two earlier works
on Hans Christian Andersen and irony. The pseudonymous volumes of Either/Or are the writings of a
young man (I) and of Judge William (II). The ironical young man's papers include a collection of
sardonic aphorisms; essays on Mozart, modern drama, and boredom; and The Seducer's Diary. The
seeming miscellany is a reflective presentation of aspects of the either, the esthetic view of life. Part
II is an older friend's or, the ethical life of integrated, authentic personhood, elaborated in
discussions of personal becoming and of marriage. The resolution of the either/or is left to the
reader, for there is no Part III until the appearance of Stages on Life's Way. The poetic-reflective
creations of a master stylist and imaginative impersonator, the two men write in distinctive ways
appropriate to their respective positions.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Either/or Søren Kierkegaard, 1949
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Fear and Trembling Soren Kierkegaard, 2013-01-18 In our time
nobody is content to stop with faith but wants to go further. It would perhaps be rash to ask where
these people are going, but it is surely a sign of breeding and culture for me to assume that
everybody has faith, for otherwise it would be queer for them to be . . . going further. In those old
days it was different, then faith was a task for a whole lifetime, because it was assumed that
dexterity in faith is not acquired in a few days or weeks. When the tried oldster drew near to his last
hour, having fought the good fight and kept the faith, his heart was still young enough not to have
forgotten that fear and trembling which chastened the youth, which the man indeed held in check,
but which no man quite outgrows. . . except as he might succeed at the earliest opportunity in going
further. Where these revered figures arrived, that is the point where everybody in our day begins to
go further.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings Søren Kierkegaard, 1978
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Philosophy of Becoming Clare Carlisle,
2012-02-01 Søren Kierkegaard's proposal of repetition as the new category of truth signaled the
beginning of existentialist thought, turning philosophical attention from the pursuit of objective
knowledge to the movement of becoming that characterizes each individual's life. Focusing on the
theme of movement in his 1843 pseudonymous texts Either/Or, Repetition, and Fear and Trembling,
Clare Carlisle presents an original and illuminating interpretation of Kierkegaard's religious



thought, including newly translated material, that emphasizes equally its philosophical and
theological significance. Kierkegaard complained of a lack of movement not only in Hegelian
philosophy but also in his own dreadful still life, and his heroes are those who leap, dance, and make
journeys—but what do these movements signify, and how are they accomplished? How can we be
true to ourselves, let alone to others if we are continually becoming? Carlisle explores these
questions to uncover both the philosophical and the literary coherence of Kierkegaard's notoriously
enigmatic authorship.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: The Essential Kierkegaard Søren Kierkegaard, 2000-06-19 An
anthology containing substantial excerpts from the Danish philosopher's major works.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: The Myth of Sisyphus And Other Essays Albert Camus, 2012-10-31
One of the most influential works of this century, The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays is a crucial
exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don Juan and the novels of Kafka,
these essays begin with a meditation on suicide; the question of living or not living in a universe
devoid of order or meaning. With lyric eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly posits a way out of
despair, reaffirming the value of personal existence, and the possibility of life lived with dignity and
authenticity.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Between Nihilism and Faith Karsten Harries, 2010-03-26 If the
Enlightenment turned to reason to reoccupy the place left vacant by the death of God, the history of
the last two centuries has undermined the confidence that reason will bind freedom and keep it
responsible. We cannot escape this history, which has issued in a pervasive nihilism and has
rendered all appeals to the ethical questionable. Nor could Kierkegaard. The specter of nihilism
haunts all of his writings, as it haunts already German romanticism, to which he is so indebted. To
exorcize it is his most fundamental concern. And it is the same fundamentally religious concern that
makes Kierkegaard so relevant to our situation: What today is to make life meaningful? If not reason,
does the turn to the aesthetic promise an answer? To really choose is to bind freedom. Either-Or
calls us to make such a choice, i.e. to be authentic. But what does it mean to be authentic? How are
we today to think of such an authentic choice? As autonomous action? As a blind leap? As a leap of
faith? Either/Or circles around these questions.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Philosophical Fragments, or, a Fragment of Philosophy Søren
Kierkegaard, 2007
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings, II, Volume 2 Søren Kierkegaard,
2013-04-21 A work that not only treats of irony but is irony, wrote a contemporary reviewer of The
Concept of Irony, with Continual Reference to Socrates. Presented here with Kierkegaard's notes of
the celebrated Berlin lectures on positive philosophy by F.W.J. Schelling, the book is a seedbed of
Kierkegaard's subsequent work, both stylistically and thematically. Part One concentrates on
Socrates, the master ironist, as interpreted by Xenophon, Plato, and Aristophanes, with a word on
Hegel and Hegelian categories. Part Two is a more synoptic discussion of the concept of irony in
Kierkegaard's categories, with examples from other philosophers and with particular attention given
to A. W. Schlegel's novel Lucinde as an epitome of romantic irony. The Concept of Irony and the
Notes of Schelling's Berlin Lectures belong to the momentous year 1841, which included not only
the completion of Kierkegaard's university work and his sojourn in Berlin, but also the end of his
engagement to Regine Olsen and the initial writing of Either/Or.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Sophie's World Jostein Gaarder, 2007-03-20 A page-turning novel
that is also an exploration of the great philosophical concepts of Western thought, Jostein Gaarder's
Sophie's World has fired the imagination of readers all over the world, with more than twenty million
copies in print. One day fourteen-year-old Sophie Amundsen comes home from school to find in her
mailbox two notes, with one question on each: Who are you? and Where does the world come from?
From that irresistible beginning, Sophie becomes obsessed with questions that take her far beyond
what she knows of her Norwegian village. Through those letters, she enrolls in a kind of
correspondence course, covering Socrates to Sartre, with a mysterious philosopher, while receiving
letters addressed to another girl. Who is Hilde? And why does her mail keep turning up? To unravel



this riddle, Sophie must use the philosophy she is learning—but the truth turns out to be far more
complicated than she could have imagined.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Dialogical Philosophy from Kierkegaard to Buber Shmuel Hugo
Bergman, 2012-02-01 This book introduces American readers to a philosophical and spiritual
exemplar of dialogue. The author presents a way of thinking about ourselves, the world, and our
relationship to God that is neither dualistic nor monistic. The thinkers presented in this book focus
on a radical departure from objectivism and subjectivism. Kierkegaard, Feuerbach, Herman Cohen,
Ferdinand Ebner, Eugen Rosenstock, Franz Rosenzweig, and Martin Buber were all trying to find a
way to allow a transaction between self, the world, and God without foregoing either individuality or
the experience of merging. Some of the issues covered in the book include the origins of philosophy;
objective versus existential truth; irony, truth, and faith; ethics versus aesthetics; ethics versus
religion; thought and language; love of God and neighbor; I-Thou and I-It in Nature, with people, and
with God; and redemption in the world.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Thought Gregor Malantschuk, 2015-03-08
Kierkegaard's pseudonymous authorship has baffled readers, his apparent capriciousness making it
difficult to determine his position at a given point and to understand his work as an organic whole.
Gregor Malantschuk's study, based on careful reading of Kierkegaard's journals, papers, and texts,
cuts through the authorship problem to clarify the philosopher's key ideas, see the comprehensive
plan of his work, and make intelligible the dialectical coherence of his thought. Discussing
Kierkegaard's dialectical method and his use of it from Either/Or to the final Two Discourses,
Professor Malantschuk shows how coherently Kierkegaard set the individual works in place, so that
even the conflict between the principal pseudonyms, Climacus and Anti-Climacus, serves to
elucidate his major philosophical ideas. Contents: 1. Anthropological Contemplation. II.
Kierkegaard's Dialectical Method. III. The Dialectic Employed in the Authorship. Index. Originally
published in 1971. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Existentialism Kevin Aho, 2014-04-10 Existentialism: An
Introduction provides an accessible and scholarly introduction to the core ideas of the existentialist
tradition. Kevin Aho draws on a wide range of existentialist thinkers in chapters centering on the key
themes of freedom, being-in-the-world, alienation, nihilism, anxiety and authenticity. He also
addresses important but often overlooked issues in the canon of existentialism, with discussions
devoted to the role of embodiment, the movement’s contribution to ethics, politics, and
environmental and comparative philosophies, as well as its influence on contemporary psychiatry
and psychotherapy. The enduring relevance of existentialism is shown by applying existentialist
ideas to contemporary philosophical discussions of interest to a wide audience. The book covers
secular thinkers such as Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus, and Beauvoir as well
as religious authors, such as Buber, Dostoevsky, Marcel, and Kierkegaard. In this engaging and
accessible text Aho shows why existentialism cannot be easily dismissed as a moribund or outdated
movement. In the aftermath of 'God’s death', existentialist philosophy engages questions with lasting
philosophical significance, questions such as 'Who am I?' and 'How should I live?' By showing how
existentialism offers insight into what it means to be human, the author illuminates existentialism’s
enduring value. Existentialism: An Introduction provides the ideal introduction for upper level
students and anyone interested in knowing more about one of the most vibrant and important areas
of philosophy today.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: The Cambridge Companion to Kierkegaard Alastair Hannay,
Gordon Daniel Marino, 1998 Accessible guide to Kierkegaard available serving as a reference to
students and non-specialists.



  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings Søren Kierkegaard,
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Sickness Unto Death Soren Kierkegaard, 2013-01-28 Man is
spirit. But what is spirit? Spirit is the self. But what is the self? The self is a relation which relates
itself to its own self, or it is that in the relation [which accounts for it] that the relation relates itself
to its own self; the self is not the relation but [consists in the fact] that the relation relates itself to
its own self. Man is a synthesis of the infinite and the finite, of the temporal and the eternal, of
freedom and necessity; in short, it is a synthesis.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Either/or Robert L. Perkins, 1995 In Either/Or, Part One,
Kierkegaard presents what he calls the aesthetic form of life. There he focuses on a large variety of
the stereotypical views of women, from a sentimental and whining appraisal of her position in the
world, through the view that sexual exploitation is an uncontrollable natural instinct and/or drive for
which men are not morally responsible, to the view that woman is a jest, not to be taken seriously as
a moral and responsible being, and then that she is just there as a sexual object or plaything to be
reflectively seduced on the male's terms and for his pleasure or rejection, whatever suits him at the
moment. Needless to say, this great variety of views of the uses of woman has provoked a large
critique, and just as predictably, that critique is as varied as the intellectual tools available for the
analysis of a work that is as literary as it is philosophic. The present collection of essays treats these
and many other of the most important issues raised in Either/Or in fresh and perceptive ways. Even
where familiar themes are argued, the authors introduce innovative interpretive models, new
approaches and new materials are appealed to, or new rebuttal arguments against previously held
positions are offered. Several of the articles, for instance, appropriate or criticize methods or
insights derived from postmodernism and/or feminist philosophy, an approach that would have been
unlikely two decades ago.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Relations to Hegel Reconsidered Jon Stewart,
2007-08-16 A major re-evaluation of the complex relations between the philosophies of Kierkegaard
and Hegel.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Philosophy of Becoming Clare Carlisle, 2006-06-01
An accessible and original exploration of the theological and philosophical significance of
Kierkegaard’s religious thought.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Relation to Hegel Niels Thulstrup, 2014-07-14
This book, written by the eminent Kierkegaard scholar Niels Thulstrup, provides the first
comprehensive treatment of this issue. Presented here in translation from the Danish, the work
makes available materials that heretofore have been nearly inaccessible to most American scholars
and to many Europeans as well. Originally published in 1980. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: A Companion to Continental Philosophy Simon Critchley, William R.
Schroeder, 1998-06-08 Covering the complete development of post-Kantian Continental philosophy,
this volume serves as an essential reference work for philosophers and those engaged in the many
disciplines that are integrally related to Continental and European Philosophy.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart Gordon Livingston, 2009-04-29 The
beloved bestselling collection of common sense wisdom from a celebrated psychologist and military
veteran who proves it's never too late to move beyond the deepest of personal losses After service in
Vietnam, as a surgeon for the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment in 1968-69, at the height of the war,
Dr. Gordon Livingston returned to the U.S. and began work as a psychiatrist. In that capacity, he has
listened to people talk about their lives--what works, what doesn't, and the limitless ways (many of
them self-inflicted) that people find to be unhappy. He is also a parent twice bereaved; in one
thirteen-month period he lost his eldest son to suicide, his youngest to leukemia. Out of a lifetime of



experience, Gordon Livingston has extracted thirty bedrock truths, including: We are what we do.
Any relationship is under the control of the person who cares the least. The perfect is the enemy of
the good. Only bad things happen quickly. Forgiveness is a form of letting go, but they are not the
same thing. The statute of limitations has expired on most of our childhood traumas. Livingston
illuminates these and twenty-four other truths in a series of carefully hewn, perfectly calibrated
essays, many of which focus on our closest relationships and the things that we do to impede or, less
frequently, enhance them. Again and again, these essays underscore that we are what we do, and
that while there may be no escaping who we are, we have the capacity to face loss, misfortune, and
regret and to move beyond them--that it is not too late. Full of things we may know but have not
articulated to ourselves, Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart offers solace, guidance, and hope to
everyone ready to become the person they'd most like to be.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: On Søren Kierkegaard Edward F. Mooney, 2007 Tracing a path
through Kierkegaard's writings, this book brings the reader into close contact with the texts and
purposes of this remarkable 19th century Danish writer and thinker. Kierkegaard writes in a number
of voices and registers: as a sharp observer and critic of Danish culture, or as a moral psychologist,
and as a writer concerned to evoke the religious way of life of Socrates, Abraham, or a Christian
exemplar.In developing these themes, Mooney sketches Kierkegaard's Socratic vocation, gives a
close reading of several central texts, and traces'The Ethical Sublime' as a recurrent theme. He
unfolds an affirmative relationship between philosophy and theology and the potentialities for a
religiousness that defies dogmatic creeds, secular chauvinisms, and restrictive philosophies.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings, XI, Volume 11 Søren Kierkegaard,
2013-04-21 Stages on Life's Way, the sequel to Either/Or, is an intensely poetic example of
Kierkegaard's vision of the three stages, or spheres, of existence: the esthetic, the ethical, and the
religious. With characteristic love for mystification, he presents the work as a bundle of documents
fallen by chance into the hands of Hilarius Bookbinder, who prepared them for printing. The book
begins with a banquet scene patterned on Plato's Symposium. (George Brandes maintained that one
must recognize with amazement that it holds its own in this comparison.) Next is a discourse by
Judge William in praise of marriage in answer to objections. The remainder of the volume, almost
two-thirds of the whole, is the diary of a young man, discovered by Frater Taciturnus, who was
deeply in love but felt compelled to break his engagement. The work closes with a letter to the
reader from Taciturnus on the three existence-spheres represented by the three parts of the book.
Stages on Life's Way not only repeats themes, characters, and pseudonymous authors of the earlier
works but also goes beyond them and points to further development of central ideas in Concluding
Unscientific Postscript. ?
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard's Writings, VII, Volume 7 Søren Kierkegaard,
2013-04-21 This volume contains a new translation, with a historical introduction by the translators,
of two works written under the pseudonym Johannes Climacus. Through Climacus, Kierkegaard
contrasts the paradoxes of Christianity with Greek and modern philosophical thinking. In
Philosophical Fragments he begins with Greek Platonic philosophy, exploring the implications of
venturing beyond the Socratic understanding of truth acquired through recollection to the Christian
experience of acquiring truth through grace. Published in 1844 and not originally planned to appear
under the pseudonym Climacus, the book varies in tone and substance from the other works so
attributed, but it is dialectically related to them, as well as to the other pseudonymous writings. The
central issue of Johannes Climacus is doubt. Probably written between November 1842 and April
1843 but unfinished and published only posthumously, this book was described by Kierkegaard as an
attack on modern speculative philosophy by means of the melancholy irony, which did not consist in
any single utterance on the part of Johannes Climacus but in his whole life. . . . Johannes does what
we are told to do--he actually doubts everything--he suffers through all the pain of doing that,
becomes cunning, almost acquires a bad conscience. When he has gone as far in that direction as he
can go and wants to come back, he cannot do so. . . . Now he despairs, his life is wasted, his youth is
spent in these deliberations. Life does not acquire any meaning for him, and all this is the fault of



philosophy. A note by Kierkegaard suggests how he might have finished the work: Doubt is
conquered not by the system but by faith, just as it is faith that has brought doubt into the world!.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Mastering Financial Mathematics in Microsoft Excel 2013 Alastair
Day, 2015-10-07 Fully updated and compliant with Excel 2013, this clearly explains the basic
calculations for mathematical finance, backed up with simple templates for further use and
development, and a workbook with exercises and solutions at the end of each chapter. The examples
used are relevant to both managers and students in the UK and overseas. The full text downloaded
to your computer With eBooks you can: search for key concepts, words and phrases make highlights
and notes as you study share your notes with friends eBooks are downloaded to your computer and
accessible either offline through the Bookshelf (available as a free download), available online and
also via the iPad and Android apps. Upon purchase, you'll gain instant access to this eBook. Time
limit The eBooks products do not have an expiry date. You will continue to access your digital ebook
products whilst you have your Bookshelf installed.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Attack Upon Christendom Søren Kierkegaard, 1968-04-21 A
criticism of the Church in Kierkegaard's Denmark.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: The Humor of Kierkegaard Søren Kierkegaard, 2004-07-26 Who
might reasonably be nominated as the funniest philosopher of all time? With this anthology, Thomas
Oden provisionally declares Søren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813-1855) -- despite his reputation as the
melancholy, despairing Dane -- as, among philosophers, the most amusing. Kierkegaard not only
explored comic perception to its depths but also practiced the art of comedy as astutely as any
writer of his time. This collection shows how his theory of comedy is integrated into his practice of
comic perception, and how both are integral to his entire authorship. The Humor of Kierkegaard is
for anyone ready to be amused by human follies. Those new to Kierkegaard will discover a dazzling
mind worth meeting. Those already familiar with his theory of comedy will be delighted to see it
concisely set forth and exemplified. -- From publisher's description.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard and Nietzsche J. Kellenberger, 1997-03-24 This
book examines the thinking of two nineteenth-century existentialist thinkers, Soren Kierkegaard and
Friedrich Nietzsche. Its focus is on the radically different ways they envisioned a joyful acceptance
of life - a concern they shared. For Kierkegaard, in Fear and Trembling, joyful acceptance flows from
the certitude of faith. For Nietzsche, in Thus Spoke Zarathustra, joyful acceptance is an acceptance
of the eternal recurrence of life, and is ultimately a matter of will. This book explores the
relationship between these opposed visions.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Passion Play Peter Nichols, 2013 A glorious meeting of humor,
eroticism and duplicity, this modern classic enjoys a major West End revival starring Zoe
Wanamaker.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard and the Matter of Philosophy Michael O'Neill Burns,
2015-01-05 Søren Kierkegaard is often cast as the forefather of existentialism and an anti-Hegelian
proponent of the single individual. Yet this book calls these traditional characterizations into
question by arguing that Kierkegaard offers not only a systematic critique of idealist philosophy, but
more surprisingly, a political ontology that is paradoxically at home in the context of
twenty-first-century philosophical and political thought. Through a close consideration of his
authorship in the context of nineteenth-century German idealism, Michael O'Neill Burns argues that
Kierkegaard develops an ontology, anthropology and theory of the political that are outcomes of his
critical appropriation of the philosophical projects of Hegel, Schelling, and Fichte. While starting out
in the philosophical concerns of the nineteenth century, the book offers an interpretation of
Kierkegaard that shows his relevance to philosophers and political theorists in the twenty-first
century.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: In Search of Authenticity Jacob Golomb, 2012-11-12 Great
philosophers such as Kierkegaard, Nietzsche and Sartre have clearly been preoccupied by the
possibility of authenticity. In this study, Jacob Golomb looks closely at the literature and writings of
these philosophers in his analysis of their ethics. Golomb's writings shows his passionate



commitment to the quest for the authenticity - particularly in our climate of post-modern scepticism.
He argues that existentialism is all the more pertinent and relevant today when set against the
general disillusionment which characterises the late twentieth century. This book is invaluable
reading for those who have been fascinated by figures like Camus's Meursault, Sartre's Matthieu
and Nietzsche's Zarathustra.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Kierkegaard on Self, Ethics, and Religion Roe Fremstedal,
2022-02-17 A new perspective on Kierkegaard and his importance for historical and contemporary
debates on self, ethics and religion.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Introducing Kierkegaard Dave Robinson, Oscar Zarate, 2006
Soren Kierkegaard is regarded as the founder of Existentialism and the first modern theologian.
Philosophy, in Kierkegaard's radical view, was of no use unless it permanently changed people's
lives. His distrust of grand abstract schemes, particularly Hegel's, and his insistence that philosophy
is essentially writing also identify him as a forerunner of postmodernism.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Two Ages: The Age of Revolution and the Present Age A Literary
Review Søren Kierkegaard, 2009-07-26 After deciding to terminate his authorship with the
pseudonymous Concluding Unscientific Postscript, Kierkegaard composed reviews as a means of
writing without being an author. Two Ages, here presented in a definitive English text, is
simultaneously a review and a book in its own right. In it, Kierkegaard comments on the
anonymously published Danish novel Two Ages, which contrasts the mentality of the age of the
French Revolution with that of the subsequent epoch of rationalism. Kierkegaard commends the
author's shrewdness, and his critique builds on the novel's view of the two generations. With keen
prophetic insight, Kierkegaard foresees the birth of an impersonal cultural wasteland, in which the
individual will either be depersonalized or obliged to find an existence rooted in equality before God
and equality with all men. This edition, like all in the series, contains substantial supplementary
material, including a historical introduction, entries from Kierkegaard's journals and papers, and the
preface and conclusion of the original novel.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Either Kierkegaard/Or Nietzsche Tom P.S. Angier, 2016-12-05
Arguably Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche are the two most significant moral
philosophers of the nineteenth century, their works showing a remarkably trenchant and penetrating
awareness of key ethical issues, while demonstrating a stylistic flair that is rare in philosophical
writing. Angier argues that, despite the perceived stylistic opacity of these thinkers, their work does
admit of comparison and rigorous analytic scrutiny which in turn yields new and significant insights
into their philosophy. In this book Angier expounds the view that Kierkegaard both anticipated, and
subjected to detailed critique, Nietzsche's central arguments in moral philosophy, exposing the
weaknesses of what were to become the core Nietzschean positions and realizing the powerful
attraction for people that these ideas would have. Angier brings this critique to our modern attention
and defends the prefigured Kierkegaardian critique of Nietzsche.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Being and Time Martin Heidegger, 1996-01-01 A new, definitive
translation of Heidegger's most important work.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: Volume 15, Tome II: Kierkegaard's Concepts Dr William
McDonald, Dr Steven M Emmanuel, Dr Jon Stewart, 2014-03-28 Kierkegaard’s Concepts is a
comprehensive, multi-volume survey of the key concepts and categories that inform Kierkegaard’s
writings. Each article is a substantial, original piece of scholarship, which discusses the etymology
and lexical meaning of the relevant Danish term, traces the development of the concept over the
course of the authorship, and explains how it functions in the wider context of Kierkegaard’s
thought. Concepts have been selected on the basis of their importance for Kierkegaard’s
contributions to philosophy, theology, the social sciences, literature and aesthetics, thereby making
this volume an ideal reference work for students and scholars in a wide range of disciplines.
  kierkegaard either or pdf: The Ethics of Authorship Daniel Berthold-Bond, 2011 An original
and stimulating account of both Kierkegaard and Hegel that succeeds by focusing on the philosophy
of language espoused by each thinker. Berthold brings a rich tapestry of thinkers into play and



provides unexpected entry into the lives of both writers.--David Macgregor, University of Western
Ontario.
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