
navajo hogan building plans
navajo hogan building plans are sought after by those interested in traditional Indigenous
architecture, sustainable living, and unique dwelling construction. This comprehensive guide explores
the multifaceted world of Navajo hogan plans, delving into their historical significance, foundational
principles, material considerations, and the practicalities of acquiring or creating such designs.
Whether you are an aspiring builder, a cultural enthusiast, or simply curious about these iconic
structures, understanding the nuances of hogan construction plans is essential. We will navigate the
core elements that define a hogan, from its symbolic geometry to the earth-friendly materials
typically employed, offering insights that are both educational and inspiring for anyone looking to
connect with this rich architectural heritage.
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Understanding the Traditional Navajo Hogan

The Navajo hogan is far more than just a dwelling; it is a sacred space imbued with deep cultural and
spiritual significance for the Diné people. Historically, hogans were built to harmonize with the natural
environment, reflecting a profound respect for the land and its resources. The construction process
itself was, and often still is, a ceremonial undertaking, involving blessings and prayers to ensure the
hogan would be a place of well-being, protection, and harmony for its inhabitants. Understanding this
cultural context is fundamental when considering Navajo hogan building plans, as it influences every
aspect of design and construction, from the orientation of the structure to the specific materials used.

The Spiritual Significance of the Hogan

In Navajo cosmology, the hogan represents the universe. Its circular or polygonal shape symbolizes
the sky and the earth, and its doorway traditionally faces east, towards the rising sun, signifying new



beginnings and spiritual illumination. The central fireplace is the heart of the hogan, representing life
and warmth, and the smoke rising from it is believed to carry prayers to the Creator. This deep
spiritual connection means that traditional Navajo hogan plans are not merely blueprints for shelter
but are designed to foster balance, health, and prosperity for the family residing within. The very act
of building a hogan is an expression of living in accordance with sacred teachings.

Historical Evolution of Hogan Designs

Over centuries, the Navajo hogan has evolved, adapting to available resources, changing lifestyles,
and interactions with other cultures. Early hogans were often conical or pyramidal structures made
from logs and mud. Later, the distinctive circular, earth-covered hogans became more prevalent,
offering excellent insulation. The introduction of modern materials also led to variations. However,
even with these changes, the underlying principles of sacred geometry, orientation, and connection to
nature have largely been preserved in the traditional Navajo hogan building plans. Understanding this
historical trajectory helps in appreciating the diversity and enduring legacy of these remarkable
structures.

Key Components of Navajo Hogan Building Plans

When examining Navajo hogan building plans, several core elements consistently appear, reflecting
the functional and spiritual requirements of this unique dwelling. These components are not arbitrary;
each serves a purpose, both practical and symbolic, contributing to the overall integrity and
significance of the hogan. Understanding these elements is crucial for anyone intending to build or
simply appreciate the thoughtful design behind these traditional structures. From the foundational
layout to the finishing touches, every part plays a role in the hogan's identity.

The Shape and Geometry

The characteristic shape of a Navajo hogan is a defining feature. Most traditional hogans are either
circular or polygonal (often six or eight-sided). This geometry is not only aesthetically pleasing but
also structurally sound and symbolically meaningful. The rounded form is believed to promote the
circulation of positive energy and provide a sense of enclosure and security. The angles and lines
within the structure often represent natural formations or elements important in Navajo teachings.
Navajo hogan building plans will meticulously detail these geometric configurations to ensure
adherence to tradition and optimal structural integrity.

Doorway Orientation

The placement and orientation of the hogan’s entrance are paramount. Traditionally, the doorway of a
Navajo hogan faces east. This orientation is deeply connected to Navajo beliefs about the rising sun,
which symbolizes life, renewal, and the dawn of a new day. The eastward-facing door allows the first
light of the morning to enter the hogan, bringing with it positive energy and blessings. Navajo hogan



plans will always specify this critical detail, emphasizing its spiritual importance alongside its practical
function of providing access.

Roof Structure and Materials

The roof is another significant element in Navajo hogan building plans. Traditionally, hogan roofs were
constructed using heavy timbers or logs, often topped with a thick layer of earth. This earth covering
provided excellent insulation, keeping the hogan cool in the summer and warm in the winter. The
conical or domed shape of the roof also allowed for efficient shedding of rain and snow. When
studying Navajo hogan building plans, one can observe the specific arrangements of these structural
elements, designed for longevity and thermal performance.

Types of Navajo Hogans and Their Plans

While the core principles remain consistent, Navajo hogan building plans can vary significantly
depending on the specific type of hogan being constructed. These variations often reflect historical
periods, regional differences, and the intended use of the hogan. Each type possesses unique
architectural characteristics and construction methods, all detailed within their respective plans.
Recognizing these distinctions enriches our understanding of the adaptability and diversity within
Navajo architecture.

Male Hogan (Pointed Roof)

The "male" hogan, often characterized by its pointed or conical roof, is one of the most recognizable
forms. These hogans are typically built with a framework of upright posts and beams, forming a
strong skeletal structure. The walls and roof are then covered with logs, branches, and mud or earth.
Navajo hogan building plans for this type will emphasize the structural elements required to support
the apex of the cone and the outward thrust of the roof. This design is often associated with
ceremonies and gatherings.

Female Hogan (Circular, Earth-Covered)

The "female" hogan, often referred to as the "winter hogan" or "earth lodge," is typically circular and
covered with a thick layer of earth. This design provides exceptional insulation, making it ideal for
year-round living, especially in colder climates. The internal structure usually consists of a central
support post and radiating beams supporting the dome-like roof. Navajo hogan building plans for the
female hogan will highlight the process of mounding and compacting the earth to create a robust,
energy-efficient dwelling. Its circular form also embodies nurturing and protection.



Modern Variations and Contemporary Plans

In contemporary times, Navajo hogan building plans have evolved to incorporate modern building
materials and techniques while often retaining the essential spirit and form of traditional hogans. This
might include using milled lumber for framing, modern roofing materials, and insulation. However,
many contemporary Navajo hogan plans still prioritize the iconic shape, east-facing entrance, and a
connection to natural principles. These modern adaptations demonstrate the enduring relevance and
adaptability of hogan architecture in the 21st century.

Materials and Construction Techniques for Hogan Plans

The materials and construction techniques employed in building a Navajo hogan are as integral to its
design and function as its shape and orientation. Traditionally, hogans were built using materials
readily available from the natural environment, reflecting a philosophy of sustainability and minimal
impact. Understanding these traditional methods provides valuable insight into the practicality and
ingenuity of Navajo builders and is essential when interpreting Navajo hogan building plans.

Traditional Materials

Logs and branches: Used for the primary structural framework, walls, and roof supports.

Mud and clay: Applied as a binding agent and plaster to seal the structure, providing insulation
and weatherproofing.

Stones: Often used for the foundation or fireplace, providing stability and heat retention.

Earth and sod: Essential for covering the roof and walls of earth-covered hogans, offering
superior thermal mass.

These natural materials were chosen not only for their availability but also for their inherent
properties, contributing to the hogan's ability to regulate temperature and blend seamlessly with the
surrounding landscape. Navajo hogan building plans often implicitly or explicitly reference these
traditional material choices.

Construction Methods

The construction of a hogan was a communal effort, often involving family and friends. The process
typically began with clearing and preparing the site, followed by erecting the main structural
supports. For pointed-roof hogans, interlocking logs created a sturdy, cone-like structure. Earth-
covered hogans involved building a framework and then meticulously layering and compacting earth



over it to form a protective dome. The interior was often finished with a smooth plaster, and a central
hearth was carefully constructed. Navajo hogan building plans, even in their most basic forms, guide
these systematic steps, ensuring structural integrity and adherence to traditional building practices.

Acquiring or Designing Navajo Hogan Building Plans

For individuals or groups looking to build a Navajo hogan, acquiring or designing appropriate building
plans is a crucial first step. This process can involve various approaches, each with its own
considerations. Whether seeking authentic traditional designs or modern interpretations, careful
planning and consultation are key. Understanding the options available will help in securing plans that
are both functional and respectful of Navajo cultural heritage.

Consulting with Cultural Experts

The most authentic Navajo hogan building plans often stem from direct consultation with elders,
cultural practitioners, or skilled Navajo builders. These individuals possess generations of knowledge
regarding the symbolism, construction techniques, and spiritual significance of hogans. Engaging with
them ensures that the plans are not just structurally sound but also culturally appropriate and honor
the traditions. This collaborative approach is highly recommended for anyone prioritizing the integrity
of the hogan.

Finding Existing Traditional Plans

While highly detailed, standardized architectural blueprints for every traditional hogan type might not
be readily available in commercial markets, historical archives, ethnographic studies, and community-
based resources may offer sketches, diagrams, or descriptions that can serve as foundational Navajo
hogan building plans. These resources can provide valuable insights into the typical dimensions,
structural arrangements, and material usage of different hogan types. Adapting these historical
references into buildable plans requires careful interpretation and potentially professional
architectural input.

Designing Contemporary Hogan Plans

For those wishing to build a hogan that incorporates modern amenities or adapts to specific site
conditions, designing contemporary Navajo hogan building plans is an option. This often involves
collaborating with architects or designers who have experience with vernacular architecture and
sustainable building. The goal is to blend traditional hogan aesthetics and principles with modern
building codes and occupant needs. Such plans would still emphasize the iconic shape, orientation,
and a connection to natural materials, even while integrating features like insulation, modern
windows, and plumbing.



Modern Adaptations and Sustainability

The enduring appeal of the Navajo hogan has led to its adaptation for modern living, with a strong
emphasis on sustainability. Contemporary Navajo hogan building plans often seek to integrate the
timeless principles of hogan construction with the demands of modern comfort, energy efficiency, and
environmental responsibility. This fusion ensures that the hogan remains a relevant and viable
dwelling for future generations.

Energy Efficiency

Traditional hogans were inherently energy-efficient due to their earth-covered designs, which
provided excellent thermal mass. Modern Navajo hogan building plans often build upon this legacy by
incorporating advanced insulation techniques, passive solar design principles, and energy-efficient
windows and doors. The goal is to minimize heating and cooling needs, reducing reliance on fossil
fuels and lowering utility costs, all while maintaining the characteristic comfort of a hogan.

Sustainable Materials and Practices

Beyond the traditional use of local, natural materials, contemporary Navajo hogan building plans can
embrace a wider range of sustainable options. This includes using reclaimed lumber, recycled building
materials, and low-impact finishes. The construction process itself can also be designed to minimize
waste and environmental disturbance. By prioritizing eco-friendly materials and methods, modern
hogans can further enhance their connection to the earth, a principle central to Navajo philosophy.

The exploration of Navajo hogan building plans reveals a rich tapestry of tradition, spirituality, and
practical wisdom. From the sacred geometry that defines their form to the earth-friendly materials
that construct them, hogans offer a profound example of dwelling in harmony with nature. Whether
one is drawn to the historical accuracy of traditional plans or the innovative adaptations of
contemporary designs, the underlying principles of respect for the land and community remain at the
core. Understanding these plans is not just about architecture; it is about appreciating a way of life
that continues to inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common traditional materials used in
Navajo Hogan construction today?
While historically hogans were built with natural materials like logs, earth, and stone, contemporary
construction often incorporates modern materials like lumber (for framing and supports), plywood or
OSB sheathing, asphalt shingles or metal roofing, and sometimes concrete for the foundation.
However, many builders still strive to use as many natural and locally sourced materials as possible,
and traditional earthen elements are often integrated for insulation and aesthetic.



Are there specific regulations or codes that Navajo Hogan
building plans need to adhere to on tribal lands?
Yes, building on Navajo Nation lands, including for hogans, generally falls under the jurisdiction of the
Navajo Nation Department of Dine Construction and Planning (or a similar tribal housing authority).
While traditional building methods are respected, plans may need to meet certain safety and
structural standards, particularly for occupied dwellings. It's essential to consult directly with the
relevant tribal authorities for current building codes and permit requirements, as they can vary and
are often adapted to respect cultural practices.

What are the key design considerations for a modern Navajo
Hogan that balances tradition with contemporary needs?
Modern hogan plans often focus on integrating essential contemporary amenities like plumbing,
electricity, and improved insulation while maintaining the traditional circular or octagonal shape and
the central fire pit area. Considerations include maximizing natural light, ensuring proper ventilation
(especially around the fire and for modern systems), incorporating durable and low-maintenance
materials, and designing for accessibility and potential future expansions or adaptations. The spiritual
and communal significance of the hogan's layout remains a primary consideration.

Where can individuals find resources or templates for Navajo
Hogan building plans?
Resources for Navajo Hogan building plans can be found through several avenues. The Navajo Nation
Housing Authority often provides guidance and sometimes pre-designed plans or templates. Some
cultural preservation organizations or Native American architectural firms may also offer expertise or
plans. Additionally, information can be gathered from experienced traditional builders within the
community who can provide guidance based on generations of knowledge. Online searches for
'Navajo Hogan plans' or 'Diné traditional housing' might lead to some relevant sources, but direct
tribal consultation is always recommended.

What are the trending innovations or adaptations being seen
in new Navajo Hogan constructions?
Trending innovations in new Navajo hogan constructions often involve the integration of sustainable
technologies and improved energy efficiency. This includes the use of solar panels for power,
enhanced insulation techniques (such as straw bale or modern rigid foam), and passive solar design
principles. There's also a growing interest in incorporating accessible design features for elders and
individuals with disabilities, as well as exploring materials that are both eco-friendly and culturally
appropriate. Some modern hogans are also being designed with multi-purpose spaces that can
accommodate both traditional ceremonies and contemporary family living.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Navajo Hogan building plans, each with a short description:

1. _Building Your Hogan: A Traditional Guide_



This comprehensive guide delves into the historical and spiritual significance of the Hogan within
Navajo culture. It provides detailed step-by-step instructions, from selecting a suitable location to
sourcing traditional materials. Readers will learn about the symbolic meanings embedded in each
stage of construction, ensuring the Hogan serves its intended purpose as a sacred dwelling and
communal space.

2. _The Geometry of the Hogan: Sacred Spaces in Navajo Architecture_
This insightful book explores the mathematical and geometric principles underlying Hogan design. It
explains how ancient Navajo builders utilized precise measurements and shapes to create structures
that align with astronomical observations and cultural beliefs. The text examines different Hogan
styles and their evolutionary development, highlighting the sophisticated understanding of
engineering and cosmology.

3. _Materials and Methods: Constructing a Traditional Navajo Hogan_
Focusing on the practical aspects of building, this volume details the specific natural materials
commonly used in Hogan construction, such as timber, earth, and stone. It outlines the tools and
techniques employed by traditional builders, emphasizing sustainability and the integration with the
natural environment. The book also addresses the challenges of sourcing and preparing these
materials for long-lasting structures.

4. _Hogan Design Principles: Form, Function, and Spirit_
This work offers a deep dive into the core principles that dictate Hogan architecture, emphasizing the
balance between physical shelter and spiritual well-being. It discusses how the circular or polygonal
shape, the placement of the door, and the internal layout all contribute to creating a harmonious
living space. The book further explores the role of the Hogan in Navajo ceremonies and daily life.

5. _The Hogan as Home: Planning and Building for Family and Community_
This accessible guide focuses on the Hogan as a central hub for family life and social gatherings
within the Navajo Nation. It provides practical advice on planning a Hogan that accommodates the
needs of modern families while respecting traditional customs. The book includes considerations for
communal areas, sleeping arrangements, and the integration of functional elements for everyday
living.

6. _Preserving the Past: Restoration and Maintenance of Historic Hogans_
Dedicated to the conservation of existing structures, this book offers valuable insights into the best
practices for repairing and maintaining traditional Hogans. It addresses common issues like structural
decay and weather damage, providing methods for using authentic materials and techniques. The
text also emphasizes the importance of preserving these significant cultural landmarks for future
generations.

7. _From Blueprint to Earth: A Modern Interpretation of Hogan Building_
This innovative title explores how traditional Hogan building principles can be adapted and integrated
with contemporary architectural approaches. It examines the use of modern tools and sustainable
materials that complement traditional methods, creating Hogans that are both culturally relevant and
functionally modern. The book offers creative solutions for those seeking to build a Hogan that honors
its heritage while meeting present-day needs.

8. _The Sacred Circle: Understanding the Symbolism in Hogan Construction_
This spiritually focused book unravels the profound symbolism inherent in every aspect of Hogan
construction. It explains the meaning behind the cardinal directions, the number of structural
elements, and the sacred fire pit, all of which are integral to the Hogan's spiritual purpose. The text



illuminates how the building process itself is a sacred ritual, connecting the builders and inhabitants
to the natural world and the Creator.

9. _Hogan Blueprint Workbook: A Practical Guide to Design and Layout_
This hands-on workbook provides templates, checklists, and practical exercises for individuals
planning to build a Hogan. It guides users through the essential stages of design, from initial sketches
to detailed floor plans, taking into account site-specific considerations and personal preferences. The
workbook is an invaluable tool for anyone embarking on the tangible process of bringing their Hogan
vision to life.
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Navajo Hogan Building Plans: Your Guide to
Constructing a Sacred Space

Want to build a traditional Navajo hogan, a structure steeped in history and spiritual significance?
The process can seem daunting, rife with complexities and potential pitfalls. Finding accurate,
detailed plans is challenging, and navigating the cultural sensitivities involved requires careful
attention. Many existing resources are incomplete, confusing, or culturally insensitive. You're facing
the frustration of sifting through unreliable information, struggling to balance authenticity with
practicality, and worried about making mistakes that disrespect this sacred tradition.

This ebook, "Building the Sacred Circle: A Comprehensive Guide to Navajo Hogan Construction,"
provides the clear, respectful guidance you need.

Contents:

Introduction: Understanding the Cultural Significance of the Hogan and Ethical Considerations
Chapter 1: Planning Your Hogan: Site Selection, Permits, and Material Gathering
Chapter 2: Foundation and Frame Construction: Detailed Diagrams and Step-by-Step Instructions
Chapter 3: Roofing and Finishing Touches: Techniques for Traditional Thatching and Interior Design
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and Protocols
Conclusion: Maintaining and Honoring Your Hogan
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Introduction: Understanding the Cultural Significance
and Ethical Considerations

The Navajo hogan is far more than a dwelling; it’s a sacred space, a reflection of Navajo cosmology
and a vital part of their cultural heritage. Building a hogan is not merely a construction project; it's
an act of deep respect and understanding. This guide aims to provide accurate and respectful
information for those who genuinely seek to understand and build a traditional hogan. Before even
considering construction, it's crucial to acknowledge the spiritual significance and cultural protocols
surrounding this sacred structure. Approaching this project with respect and humility is paramount.
This introduction will lay the groundwork for ethical considerations and highlight the importance of
seeking guidance from Navajo elders and community members whenever possible. This is not a
project to undertake lightly; it demands reverence and an understanding of the Navajo Nation's rich
traditions. Remember, this guide is a tool; it should be supplemented by seeking direct input from
appropriate sources within the Navajo Nation. Misunderstanding or misrepresenting the hogan can
cause significant cultural offense.

Chapter 1: Planning Your Hogan: Site Selection,
Permits, and Material Gathering

Site Selection: The location of your hogan is crucial. Traditional Navajo hogans are often built facing
east, towards the rising sun, symbolizing new beginnings and aligning with the spiritual direction.
The site should be carefully chosen, considering factors such as sun exposure, drainage, wind
patterns, and proximity to water sources. Respect for the land and its natural elements is essential.
Consider consulting with a Navajo elder or community member for assistance in selecting an
appropriate site.

Permits and Regulations: Building on tribal lands necessitates obtaining necessary permits and
approvals from the appropriate Navajo Nation authorities. This process often involves navigating
specific regulations concerning building codes, environmental impact, and cultural sensitivity. It's
critical to understand these requirements and obtain the necessary permissions before beginning
construction. Failure to comply can result in legal issues and potential cultural offense.

Material Gathering: Traditional hogans are constructed using natural materials sourced from the
surrounding environment. These typically include logs for the frame, earth for the walls, and brush
or other natural materials for thatching the roof. Sourcing these materials sustainably and ethically
is crucial, respecting the environment and avoiding potential damage to natural habitats. It’s
important to carefully consider sourcing options, ensuring that materials are obtained legally and
without harming the environment. Depending on your location, certain materials might require
special permits or harvesting practices.



Chapter 2: Foundation and Frame Construction:
Detailed Diagrams and Step-by-Step Instructions

This chapter provides detailed, illustrated instructions for constructing the foundation and frame of
the hogan. We will cover:

Foundation Preparation: Preparing a level base, laying out the foundation according to traditional
dimensions, and ensuring proper drainage. Different techniques may be used depending on soil
conditions.
Log Selection and Preparation: Choosing appropriate logs for the frame, preparing them for
construction, and understanding how to properly join the logs together using traditional methods.
Details on log sizes and their arrangement will be provided.
Frame Construction: Step-by-step instructions on constructing the frame, including diagrams
showing the precise arrangement of logs. This section emphasizes the accuracy of traditional
measurements and techniques.
Doorway Placement: Placement of the doorway according to traditional orientation and size
specifications.

Chapter 3: Roofing and Finishing Touches: Techniques
for Traditional Thatching and Interior Design

The roofing is a critical part of the hogan’s construction. This chapter will detail:

Thatching Techniques: Explaining the process of applying the thatch, utilizing traditional materials
and techniques to create a durable and weather-resistant roof. Specifics will include proper layering
and securing methods.
Interior Finishing: Discussing traditional methods for finishing the interior, including earth
plastering, and designing the interior space in a manner that is respectful of tradition.
Smoke Hole Construction: Building the smoke hole in the center of the roof, ensuring proper
ventilation and smoke evacuation.

Chapter 4: Respecting Tradition and Cultural
Sensitivity: Understanding Navajo Hogan Etiquette and
Protocols

This chapter emphasizes the paramount importance of respecting Navajo culture and traditions
throughout the entire construction and use of the hogan. This includes:



Consultation with Navajo Elders and Community Members: The need to seek guidance and
permission before undertaking the project, respecting traditional knowledge and ensuring the
process is carried out with appropriate respect.
Ceremonial Practices: Understanding any relevant ceremonial practices associated with the hogan’s
construction and use.
Appropriate Use of the Hogan: Guidelines for using the hogan in a way that is consistent with
traditional Navajo customs and beliefs.

Conclusion: Maintaining and Honoring Your Hogan

The construction of a Navajo hogan is a lifelong commitment. This concluding chapter emphasizes
the ongoing responsibility of maintaining and honoring the hogan. It will include guidance on:

Ongoing Maintenance: Techniques for maintaining the structural integrity of the hogan over time,
ensuring its continued usability and longevity.
Respectful Use and Preservation: Reinforcing the importance of continuing to treat the hogan with
respect, honoring its spiritual significance, and preserving its cultural integrity for generations to
come.

---

FAQs

1. Can I build a hogan without any prior construction experience? While not impossible, it's strongly
recommended to have some construction experience or to work with experienced builders.
2. Where can I find traditional Navajo materials for building a hogan? Sourcing these materials
requires careful consideration and potential consultation with Navajo community members.
3. What are the typical dimensions of a Navajo hogan? Dimensions vary but are generally based on
traditional proportions and can be found in reputable resources.
4. How long does it take to build a Navajo hogan? The time required depends on multiple factors
including the builder's skill and the availability of materials.
5. Do I need special permits to build a Navajo hogan? Yes, permits are often required, especially on
tribal lands. Check with the Navajo Nation for necessary approvals.
6. Is it acceptable to adapt the hogan design for modern conveniences? Modern adaptations should
be considered carefully to maintain cultural integrity and avoid disrespecting traditional designs.
7. What is the significance of the orientation of the hogan? The traditional east-facing orientation is
important symbolically.
8. What are some common mistakes to avoid during hogan construction? Mistakes can lead to
structural problems or cultural insensitivity. Carefully follow traditional building methods.
9. Where can I find additional resources for learning about Navajo hogan construction? Consulting
with Navajo community members and reputable academic sources are advised.
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1. Traditional Navajo Hogan Construction Techniques: A deep dive into the methods and skills
needed for building a hogan using traditional techniques.
2. The Spiritual Significance of the Navajo Hogan: Exploring the sacred and ceremonial aspects of
the hogan within Navajo culture.
3. Sustainable Materials for Navajo Hogan Construction: Examining environmentally friendly
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  navajo hogan building plans: The Diné Hogan Lillian Makeda, 2024-06-28 Over the course of
their history, the Navajo (Diné) have constructed many types of architecture, but during the 20th
century, one building emerged to become a powerful and inspiring symbol of tribal culture. This
book describes the rise of the octagonal stacked-log hogan as the most important architectural form
among the Diné. The Navajo Nation is the largest Indian reservation in the United States and
encompasses territory from within Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, where thousands of Native
American homes, called hogans, dot the landscape. Almost all of these buildings are octagonal.
Whether built from plywood nailed onto a wood frame or with other kinds of timber construction,
octagonal hogans derive from the stacked-log hogan, a form which came to prominence around the
middle of the last century. The stacked-log hogan has also influenced public architecture, and
virtually every Diné community on the reservation has a school, senior center, office building, or
community center that intentionally evokes it. Although the octagon recurs as a theme across the
Navajo reservation, the inventiveness of vernacular builders and professional architects alike has
produced a wide range of octagonally inspired architecture. Previous publications about Navajo
material culture have emphasized weaving and metalwork, overlooking the importance of the tribe’s
built environment. But, populated by an array of octagonal public buildings and by the hogan – one
of the few Indigenous dwellings still in use during the 21st century – the Navajo Nation maintains a
deep connection with tradition. This book describes how the hogan has remained at the center of
Diné society and become the basis for the most distinctive Native American landscape in the United
States. The Diné Hogan: A Modern History will appeal to scholarly and educated readers interested
in Native American history and American architecture. It is also well suited to a broad selection of
college courses in American studies, cultural geography, Native American art, and Native American
architecture.
  navajo hogan building plans: Living the Sky Ray A. Williamson, 1987 Imagine the North
American Indians as astronomers carefully watching the heavens, charting the sun through the
seasons, or counting the sunrises between successive lumar phases. Then imagine them establishing
observational sites and codified systems to pass their knowledge down through the centuries and



continually refine it. A few years ago such images would have been abruptly dismissed. Today we are
wiser. Living the Sky describes the exciting archaeoastronomical discoveries in the United States in
recent decades. Using history, science, and direct observation, Ray A. Williamson transports the
reader into the sky world of the Indians. We visit the Bighorn Medicine Wheel, sit with a Zuni sun
priest on the winter solstice, join explorers at the rites of the Hopis and the Navajos, and trek to
Chaco Canyon to make direct on-site observations of celestial events.
  navajo hogan building plans: Hogans David Park McAllester, 1980
  navajo hogan building plans: Foundations of Anasazi Culture Paul F. Reed, 2002-08-29
This major synthesis of work explores new evidence gathered at Basketmaker III sites on the
Colorado Plateau in search of further understanding of Anasazi development. Since the 1960s,
large-scale cultural resource management projects have revealed the former presence of Anasazi
within the entire northern Southwest. These discoveries have resulted in a greatly expanded view of
the BMIII period (A.D. 550-750) which immediately proceeds the Pueblo phase. Particularly
noteworthy are finding of Basketmaker remains under those of later periods and in sites with open
settings, as opposed to the more classic Basketmaker cave and rock shelter sites. Foundations of
Anasazi Culture explores this new evidence in search of further understanding of Anasazi
development. Several chapters address the BMII-BMIII transition, including the initial production
and use of pottery, greater reliance on agriculture, and the construction of increasingly elaborate
structures. Other chapters move beyond the transitional period to discuss key elements of the
Anasazi lifestyle, including the use of gray-,red-, and white-ware ceramics, pit structures, storage
cists, surface rooms, full dependence on agriculture, and varying degrees of social specialization and
differentiation. A number of contributions address one or more of these issues as they occur at
specific sites. Other contributors consider the material culture of the period in terms of common
elements in architecture, ceramics, lithic technology, and decorative media. This work on BMIII sites
on the Colorado Plateau will be useful to anyone with an interest in the earliest days of Anasazi
civilization.
  navajo hogan building plans: A Navajo Legacy John Holiday, Robert S. McPherson, 2005 In
the second part of the book, Holiday details the family and tribal teachings he has acquired over a
long life. He tells his grandparents' stories of the Long Walk era, discusses local attitudes about the
land, relates Navajo religious stories, and recounts his training as a medicine man. All of Holiday's
experiences and teachings reflect the thoughts of a traditional practitioner who has found in life
both beauty and lessons for future generations.--BOOK JACKET.
  navajo hogan building plans: The Franciscan Missions of the Southwest , 1913
  navajo hogan building plans: Handbook of Family Literacy ,
  navajo hogan building plans: Shelter Lloyd Kahn, 2000 Shelter is many things - a visually
dynamic, oversized compendium of organic architecture past and present; a how-to book that
includes over 1,250 illustrations; and a Whole Earth Catalog-type sourcebook for living in harmony
with the earth by using every conceivable material. First published in 1973, Shelter remains a
source of inspiration and invention. Including the nuts-and-bolts aspects of building, the book covers
such topics as dwellings from Iron Age huts to Bedouin tents to Togo's tin-and-thatch houses;
nomadic shelters from tipis to housecars; and domes, dome cities, sod iglus, and even treehouses.
The authors recount personal stories about alternative dwellings that illustrate sensible solutions to
problems associated with using materials found in the environment - with fascinating, often
surprising results.
  navajo hogan building plans: The Idea of Order Richard Bradley, 2012-10-11 Bradley's
volume uses archaeological evidence to investigate the creation, use, and ultimate demise of circular
architecture in prehistoric Europe. Concerned mainly with the prehistoric period from the origins of
farming to the early first millennium AD, it considers the role of circular features across a wide
geographical spectrum.
  navajo hogan building plans: Damaged and Threatened National Historic Landmarks ,
  navajo hogan building plans: CRM , 1993



  navajo hogan building plans: Encyclopedia of American Folklife Simon J Bronner, 2015-03-04
American folklife is steeped in world cultures, or invented as new culture, always evolving, yet often
practiced as it was created many years or even centuries ago. This fascinating encyclopedia explores
the rich and varied cultural traditions of folklife in America - from barn raisings to the Internet,
tattoos, and Zydeco - through expressions that include ritual, custom, crafts, architecture, food,
clothing, and art. Featuring more than 350 A-Z entries, Encyclopedia of American Folklife is
wide-ranging and inclusive. Entries cover major cities and urban centers; new and established
immigrant groups as well as native Americans; American territories, such as Guam and Samoa;
major issues, such as education and intellectual property; and expressions of material culture, such
as homes, dress, food, and crafts. This encyclopedia covers notable folklife areas as well as general
regional categories. It addresses religious groups (reflecting diversity within groups such as the
Amish and the Jews), age groups (both old age and youth gangs), and contemporary folk groups
(skateboarders and psychobillies) - placing all of them in the vivid tapestry of folklife in America. In
addition, this resource offers useful insights on folklife concepts through entries such as community
and group and tradition and culture. The set also features complete indexes in each volume, as well
as a bibliography for further research.
  navajo hogan building plans: The Navajo Yearbook of Planning in Action , 1955
  navajo hogan building plans: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the House Committee on
Appropriations United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations, 1964
  navajo hogan building plans: Engineering Record, Building Record and Sanitary
Engineer , 1909
  navajo hogan building plans: New Mexico Magazine , 1999
  navajo hogan building plans: Fodor's Santa Fe, Taos & Albuquerque Paul Eisenberg, 2007 A
travel guide to Santa Fe, Taos, and Albuquerque that provides information on the cities' restaurants,
hotels, landmarks, activities, and popular attractions.
  navajo hogan building plans: American Architecture Leland M. Roth, 2018-05-04 More than
fifteen years after the success of the first edition, this sweeping introduction to the history of
architecture in the United States is now a fully revised guide to the major developments that shaped
the environment from the first Americans to the present, from the everyday vernacular to the high
style of aspiration. Eleven chronologically organized chapters chart the social, cultural, and political
forces that shaped the growth and development of American towns, cities, and suburbs, while
providing full description, analysis, and interpretation of buildings and their architects. The second
edition features an entirely new chapter detailing the green architecture movement and
architectural trends in the 21st century. Further updates include an expanded section on Native
American architecture and contemporary design by Native American architects, new discussions on
architectural education and training, more examples of women architects and designers, and a
thoroughly expanded glossary to help today's readers. The art program is expanded, including 640
black and white images and 62 new color images. Accessible and engaging, American Architecture
continues to set the standard as a guide, study, and reference for those seeking to better understand
the rich history of architecture in the United States.
  navajo hogan building plans: Hearings United States. Congress Senate, 1939
  navajo hogan building plans: Dan Carter and the Great Carved Face Mildred A. Wirt,
2023-09-18 Mildred A. Wirt's 'Dan Carter and the Great Carved Face' is a captivating mystery novel
that follows the adventures of teenage detective Dan Carter as he unravels the secret behind a
mysterious carved face in the woods. Written in a concise and engaging style, the book is
reminiscent of classic detective fiction with a modern twist. The story is filled with suspense and
intrigue, keeping readers on the edge of their seats until the final reveal. Wirt's attention to detail
and skillful plot developments make this a must-read for mystery lovers of all ages. Set in a small
town with a rich history, the novel explores themes of friendship, curiosity, and the power of
discovery. Mildred A. Wirt, also known for writing the Nancy Drew mystery series under the
pseudonym Carolyn Keene, brings her expertise in crafting compelling and entertaining stories to



'Dan Carter and the Great Carved Face'. Her experience as a journalist and prolific author shines
through in the well-developed characters and intricately plotted storyline. I highly recommend this
book to anyone looking for a thrilling mystery novel that will keep you guessing until the very end.
  navajo hogan building plans: Survey of Conditions of the Indians in the United States
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs, 1940
  navajo hogan building plans: Collecting Native America, 1870-1960 Shepard Krech III,
2014-08-19 Between the 1870s and 1950s collectors vigorously pursued the artifacts of Native
American groups. Setting out to preserve what they thought was a vanishing culture, they amassed
ethnographic and archaeological collections amounting to well over one million objects and founded
museums throughout North America that were meant to educate the public about American Indian
skills, practices, and beliefs. In Collecting Native America contributors examine the motivations,
intentions, and actions of eleven collectors who devoted substantial parts of their lives and fortunes
to acquiring American Indian objects and founding museums. They describe obsessive hobbyists
such as George Heye, who, beginning with the purchase of a lice-ridden shirt, built a collection
that—still unsurpassed in richness, diversity, and size—today forms the core of the Smithsonian's
National Museum of the American Indian. Sheldon Jackson, a Presbyterian missionary in Alaska,
collected and displayed artifacts as a means of converting Native peoples to Christianity. Clara
Endicott Sears used sometimes invented displays and ceremonies at her Indian Museum near Boston
to emphasize Native American spirituality. The contributors chart the collectors' diverse attitudes
towards Native peoples, showing how their limited contact with American Indian groups resulted in
museums that revealed more about assumptions of the wider society than about the cultures being
described.
  navajo hogan building plans: Contributions... University of Pennsylvania. Zoological
Laboratory, 1923
  navajo hogan building plans: Architecture of First Societies Mark M. Jarzombek, 2013-10-28
ARCHITECTURE OF FIRST SOCIETIES THIS LANDMARK STUDY TRACES THE BEGINNINGS OF
ARCHITECTURE BY LOOKING AT THE LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL
RESEARCH From the dawn of human society, through early civilizations, to pre-Columbian
American societies, Architecture of First Societies traces the different cultural formations that
developed in various places throughout the world to form the built environment. It is the first book
to explore the beginnings of architecture from a global perspective. Viewing ancient cultures
through a lens of both time and geography, this history of early architecture brings its subjects to
life with full-color photographs, maps, and drawings. The author cites the latest discoveries and
analyses in archaeology and anthropology and discovers links to the past by examining how
indigenous societies build today. “Encounters with Modernity” sections examine some of the political
issues that village life and its architectural traditions face in the modern world. This fascinating and
engaging tour of our architectural past: Fills a gap in architectural education concerning early
mankind, the emergence of First Society people, and the rise of early agricultural societies Presents
the story of early architecture, written by the coauthor of the acclaimed A Global History of
Architecture Uses the most current research to develop a global picture of human interaction and
migration Features color and black-and-white photos and drawings that show site conditions as well
as huts, houses, and other buildings under construction in cultures that still exist today Highlights
global relationships with color maps Analyzes topics ranging in scale from landscape and culture to
building techniques Helps us come to terms with our own modern approaches to historical
conditions and anthropological pasts Architecture of First Societies is ideal reading for anyone who
seeks a deeper understanding of the strong relationships between geography, ecology, culture, and
architecture.
  navajo hogan building plans: Damaged and Threatened National Natural Landmarks ,
1989
  navajo hogan building plans: The Dan Carter, Cub Scout MEGAPACK ® Mildred A. Wirt,
2013-03-25 The Dan Carter, Cub Scout series, written by Mildred A. Wirt (writing as Ann Wirt)



follows the adventures of 10-year-old Dan Carter and the boys in Den 2 of the Cub Scouts. Dan
Carter is the pack leader, and he and his friends have fun and adventures in this exciting 6-book
series, originally published between 1949 and 1953. Also included is a bonus book: The Boy Scouts
Book of Campfire Stories, with classic tales by Jack London, Zane Grey, and many more.
  navajo hogan building plans: Shelter , 1990 Having worked as a carpenter & photographer,
& as an editor for both the early Whole Earth Catalog & Domebook 2 in the 1960s, Kahn set out in
the '70s with a camera & notebook to document building traditions throughout the world as well as
countercultural life in the U.S. Shelter recounts his memorable experiences
  navajo hogan building plans: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations, 1964
  navajo hogan building plans: Damaged and Threatened National Historic Landmarks , 1987
  navajo hogan building plans: Navajo Blessingway Singer Frank Mitchell, 2003 This life
history of a Navajo leader, recorded in the 1960s and first published in 1977, is a classic work in the
study of Navajo history and religious traditions. A skillful, meticulous, and altogether praiseworthy
contribution to Navajo studies. . . . Although the focus of Mitchell's autobiography is upon his role as
a Blessingway singer, there is much material here on Navajo history and culture in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Mitchell attended the government school at Fort Defiance,
worked on the railroad in Arizona, served as a handyman and interpreter at several trading posts
and the Franciscan missions, and later served as a tribal councilman in the 1930s and as a judge in
the 1940s and 1950s. His observations on these experiences are relevant to our understanding of
contemporary Navajo life.--Lawrence C. Kelly, Western Historical Quarterly This book stands easily
among the best of the 'native' autobiographies. Narrated by a thoughtful and articulate Navajo
leader over a span of eighteen years, this life history is brought into English with none of the
selective romanticizing that has spoiled some books. . . . (It is) a superb job of bringing one culture
ever closer to another.--Barre Tolken, Western Folklore
  navajo hogan building plans: The Oxford Handbook of American Folklore and Folklife Studies
Simon J. Bronner, 2019-08-06 The Oxford Handbook of American Folklore and Folklife Studies
surveys the materials, approaches, concepts, and applications of the field to provide a sweeping
guide to American folklore and folklife, culture, history, and society. Forty-three comprehensive and
diverse chapters delve into significant themes and methods of folklore and folklife study; established
expressions and activities; spheres and locations of folkloric action; and shared cultures and
common identities. Beyond the longstanding arenas of academic focus developed throughout the
350-year legacy of folklore and folklife study, contributors at the forefront of the field also explore
exciting new areas of attention that have emerged in the twenty-first century such as the Internet,
bodylore, folklore of organizations and networks, sexual orientation, neurodiverse identities, and
disability groups. Encompassing a wide range of cultural traditions in the United States, from bits of
slang in private conversations to massive public demonstrations, ancient beliefs to contemporary
viral memes, and a simple handshake greeting to group festivals, these chapters consider the
meanings in oral, social, and material genres of dance, ritual, drama, play, speech, song, and story
while drawing attention to tradition-centered communities such as the Amish and Hasidim,
occupational groups and their workaday worlds, and children and other age groups. Weaving
together such varied and manifest traditions, this handbook pays significant attention to the cultural
diversity and changing national boundaries that have always been distinctive in the American
experience, reflecting on the relative youth of the nation; global connections of customs brought by
immigrants; mobility of residents and their relation to an indigenous, urbanized, and racialized
population; and a varied landscape and settlement pattern. Edited by leading folklore scholar Simon
J. Bronner, this handbook celebrates the extraordinary richness of the American social and cultural
fabric, offering a valuable resource not only for scholars and students of American studies, but also
for the global study of tradition, folk arts, and cultural practice.
  navajo hogan building plans: Anasazi Regional Organization and the Chaco System
David Elmond Doyel, 2001 This updated version includes a chapter Chaco Update 2000 which



addresses research on Chaco settlements since the original publication of this volume in 1992.
  navajo hogan building plans: Buildings and Landscapes 15 Howard Davis, 2007
  navajo hogan building plans: Southwest Contractor and Manufacturer , 1916
  navajo hogan building plans: Farmington Resource Area Resource(s) Management Plan
(RMP), Proposed , 1987
  navajo hogan building plans: ABM , 1983 Abstracts of journal articles, books, essays,
exhibition catalogs, dissertations, and exhibition reviews. The scope of ARTbibliographies Modern
extends from artists and movements beginning with Impressionism in the late 19th century, up to
the most recent works and trends in the late 20th century. Photography is covered from its invention
in 1839 to the present. A particular emphasis is placed upon adding new and lesser-known artists
and on the coverage of foreign-language literature. Approximately 13,000 new entries are added
each year. Published with title LOMA from 1969-1971.
  navajo hogan building plans: American Anthropologist , 1920
  navajo hogan building plans: The Performance Concept John P. Eberhard, 1969
  navajo hogan building plans: Saint Anthony Messenger , 1936
  navajo hogan building plans: Planning in Action on the Navajo-Hopi Indian
Reservations , 1955
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