
percival everett the fix
percival everett the fix is a compelling novel that explores complex themes through sharp satire
and incisive narrative. This literary work by Percival Everett delves into the intricacies of race,
identity, and societal expectations in contemporary America. Known for his innovative storytelling
and critical perspective, Everett crafts a story that challenges readers to think deeply about cultural
stereotypes and the commodification of Black experiences. The novel’s plot centers around a
protagonist who navigates the often absurd demands of society while confronting personal and
systemic struggles. This article offers an in-depth analysis of Percival Everett’s The Fix, examining
its plot, themes, characters, and critical reception. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding
of why this work stands out in modern American literature and its relevance to ongoing cultural
conversations.
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Overview of Percival Everett and The Fix
Percival Everett is an acclaimed American author known for his sharp wit, intellectual rigor, and
unflinching examination of social issues. His works often tackle themes of race, identity, and the
human condition with a satirical edge. Percival Everett the fix represents one of his notable
contributions, blending dark comedy with profound social commentary. Published in the early 21st
century, The Fix is a novel that defies simple categorization, combining elements of satire, thriller,
and literary fiction. The book reflects Everett’s ongoing interest in challenging mainstream
narratives and exposing cultural contradictions.

Plot Summary and Structure
The plot of Percival Everett’s The Fix revolves around a protagonist caught in a web of social and
personal conflicts. The narrative unfolds with a mixture of humor and tension, as the main character
attempts to “fix” a situation that spirals out of control. The story’s structure is nonlinear at times,
allowing for a multifaceted exploration of events and perspectives.



Main Plot Points
The Fix follows the journey of a central character who is grappling with issues of racial identity and
societal pressure. Key plot elements include:

The protagonist’s initial conflict and motivations

Encounters with various societal institutions and individuals

Escalation of tension leading to critical turning points

Resolution that offers a commentary on broader cultural themes

Structural Techniques
The novel employs shifting viewpoints and temporal jumps, which enhance the complexity of the
narrative. This structural choice reflects the fragmented reality experienced by the characters and
emphasizes the themes of confusion and dislocation.

Themes and Motifs in The Fix
Percival Everett the fix is rich with thematic content that interrogates contemporary social issues.
Central themes include racial identity, cultural commodification, and the absurdity of societal
expectations.

Racial Identity and Representation
The novel critically examines how race is constructed and perceived in modern society. It challenges
stereotypical portrayals and highlights the struggles individuals face when navigating racialized
spaces.

Satire of Cultural Commodification
Everett uses satire to expose how Black culture is often packaged and exploited for mainstream
consumption. The Fix critiques this phenomenon by showcasing characters who resist or become
trapped by such commodification.

Absurdity and Social Critique
The narrative employs absurd situations and dark humor to underscore the contradictions and
injustices embedded in social systems. This approach allows readers to engage with difficult topics
through a lens of irony and critical distance.



Character Analysis
The characters in Percival Everett’s The Fix are vividly drawn and serve to embody the novel’s key
themes. The protagonist, in particular, is a complex figure whose experiences reflect broader
societal dynamics.

The Protagonist
The central character is portrayed with nuance, grappling with internal and external conflicts
related to identity and societal roles. Their journey is marked by moments of self-reflection,
frustration, and resistance.

Supporting Characters
Supporting characters represent a spectrum of perspectives and social positions, each contributing
to the novel’s exploration of race and culture. These characters often serve as foils or catalysts in the
protagonist’s story.

Character Dynamics
The interactions between characters reveal underlying tensions and power structures, highlighting
how personal relationships are influenced by larger cultural forces.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Percival Everett’s writing style in The Fix is characterized by its sharp, incisive prose and inventive
narrative strategies. The author’s approach enhances the thematic depth and emotional impact of
the novel.

Use of Satire and Irony
Satire is a dominant stylistic feature in The Fix, employed to critique societal norms and expose
hypocrisies. Irony permeates the narrative, creating layers of meaning and inviting readers to
question assumptions.

Nonlinear Narrative
The novel’s structure disrupts chronological order, allowing for a multifaceted exploration of events.
This technique mirrors the fragmented experiences of the characters and adds complexity to the
storytelling.



Language and Tone
Everett’s language is precise and often witty, balancing seriousness with humor. The tone shifts
between sardonic and reflective, underscoring the novel’s thematic contrasts.

Critical Reception and Impact
Since its publication, Percival Everett’s The Fix has garnered critical acclaim for its innovative
approach and incisive social commentary. Critics have praised the novel’s ability to blend humor
with profound cultural critique.

Reviews and Analysis
Literary critics have highlighted The Fix as a significant work within contemporary African American
literature. Its exploration of racial identity and cultural commodification resonates with ongoing
societal debates.

Influence on Contemporary Literature
The Fix has influenced other writers and scholars interested in themes of race, identity, and satire. It
is frequently studied in academic settings for its literary merit and cultural relevance.

Awards and Recognition
While specific awards may vary, Percival Everett’s body of work, including The Fix, has received
numerous honors that underscore his importance as a contemporary author.

Conclusion: The Significance of The Fix in
Contemporary Literature
Percival Everett the fix stands as a powerful and thought-provoking novel that challenges readers
to reconsider assumptions about race, identity, and cultural narratives. Through its masterful use of
satire, complex characters, and innovative storytelling, The Fix offers a unique perspective on
American society. Its enduring relevance and critical acclaim underscore its importance within the
literary landscape, making it a vital work for understanding contemporary issues through the lens of
fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the author of 'The Fix' by Percival Everett?
Percival Everett is the author of 'The Fix.'

What is the main theme of Percival Everett's 'The Fix'?
'The Fix' explores themes of race, identity, and societal expectations through a darkly comedic lens.

When was 'The Fix' by Percival Everett published?
'The Fix' was published in 2019.

What genre does Percival Everett's 'The Fix' belong to?
'The Fix' is a satirical novel that blends literary fiction with elements of social commentary.

What is the plot of 'The Fix' by Percival Everett?
'The Fix' follows Charles Stone, a Black man who becomes a viral sensation after a violent incident,
leading to media misrepresentation and personal identity struggles.

How does Percival Everett address racial issues in 'The Fix'?
Everett uses satire and irony in 'The Fix' to critique media stereotypes and societal perceptions of
Black masculinity.

Is 'The Fix' by Percival Everett part of a series?
No, 'The Fix' is a standalone novel.

What narrative style is used in Percival Everett's 'The Fix'?
'The Fix' employs a first-person narrative that combines humor with poignant social critique.

Has 'The Fix' by Percival Everett received any notable awards?
While 'The Fix' has been critically acclaimed, it has not won major literary awards but is praised for
its incisive commentary.

Where can I buy or read 'The Fix' by Percival Everett?
'The Fix' is available for purchase at major bookstores and online retailers, and may also be found in
libraries and in ebook format.



Additional Resources
1. The Water Cure by Percival Everett
This novel by Percival Everett explores themes of family, identity, and trauma through the story of a
reclusive family living on an isolated island. The narrative unfolds as the two sisters grapple with
their father’s strict control and their own desires for freedom. It’s a haunting and poetic exploration
of psychological captivity and resilience.

2. Zulus by Percival Everett
In this provocative novel, Everett delves into themes of race, history, and identity through the eyes
of a university professor who becomes involved with a radical group. The story challenges
conventional narratives about African American experiences and confronts the complexities of
cultural representation in America. It’s a thought-provoking and darkly humorous work.

3. Erasure by Percival Everett
This novel follows a struggling African American writer who pens a satirical novel about racial
stereotypes, only to have it misunderstood and marketed as a stereotypical urban narrative. It’s a
sharp critique of the publishing industry and the expectations placed on black authors. Everett’s wit
and insight shine through in this metafictional exploration of race and art.

4. Glyph by Percival Everett
A detective story with a twist, Glyph follows a writer who investigates a mysterious murder while
confronting his own past and the nature of storytelling. The novel blends genres and offers a
complex meditation on language, meaning, and narrative construction. Everett’s inventive style
makes this a compelling read.

5. So Much Blue by Percival Everett
This introspective novel tells the story of a painter reflecting on his life, secrets, and relationships
while on a trip to Costa Rica. It weaves together themes of art, memory, and the search for meaning
in midlife. Everett’s prose is both elegant and emotionally resonant, making this a deeply moving
novel.

6. American Desert by Percival Everett
Set in a dystopian near-future, this novel follows a professor who embarks on a journey across a
harsh American landscape to save his son. The story explores themes of survival, hope, and the
consequences of political and environmental collapse. It’s a powerful and timely work from Everett.

7. Assumption by Percival Everett
This novel centers on a basketball coach and former player who becomes entangled in a moral and
ethical dilemma involving race and sports. Everett examines the intersections of ambition, identity,
and societal expectations with his characteristic intelligence and nuance. The book offers a
compelling look at contemporary issues through a personal lens.

8. Glyph by Percival Everett
A clever and layered mystery that also serves as a meditation on narrative and interpretation. The
protagonist’s investigation reveals not only clues about the crime but also insights into the nature of
truth and fiction. Everett’s storytelling is rich with irony and philosophical depth.

9. The Trees by Percival Everett
In this genre-bending novel, Everett blends mystery, horror, and social commentary as a small town
confronts a series of brutal murders linked to racial violence. The book challenges readers to



consider the legacies of history and the complexity of justice. It’s a gripping and unsettling work that
underscores Everett’s versatility as a writer.
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Percival Everett's "The Fix": A Deep Dive into Satire,
Race, and the Absurdity of Justice

This ebook provides a comprehensive analysis of Percival Everett's satirical novel, "The Fix,"
exploring its complex themes of race, justice, the legal system, and the inherent absurdity of societal
structures. We will delve into Everett's masterful use of satire, examine the novel's critical reception,
and discuss its lasting impact on contemporary literature. The analysis will be enriched by recent
critical perspectives and literary scholarship.

Ebook Title: Unraveling the Absurd: A Critical Examination of Percival Everett's "The Fix"

Contents Outline:

Introduction: Setting the Stage for "The Fix"
Chapter 1: The Absurdity of the Legal System: Deconstructing Justice
Chapter 2: Race and Representation: Exploring the Power Dynamics
Chapter 3: Satire as a Weapon: Everett's Literary Strategy
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Chapter 5: Thematic Resonance: Connecting to Contemporary Issues
Chapter 6: Critical Reception and Legacy: Analyzing Reviews and Impact
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Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of "The Fix"

Detailed Breakdown of Contents:

Introduction: This section will introduce Percival Everett and his body of work, briefly summarizing
the plot of "The Fix" while highlighting its unique satirical approach and the key themes explored in
the novel. We will also establish the context for the subsequent analysis.

Chapter 1: The Absurdity of the Legal System: This chapter will delve into the novel's critique of the
legal system, examining how Everett uses satire to expose its inherent flaws and inconsistencies. We
will analyze specific instances in the novel where the legal process is shown to be illogical, unjust, or
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manipulated. The analysis will draw upon recent legal scholarship and sociological studies.

Chapter 2: Race and Representation: This chapter will focus on the novel's exploration of race and
its representation in the legal system and broader society. We will examine how Everett portrays the
complexities of racial identity, prejudice, and the ongoing struggle for racial equality, referencing
recent research on racial bias in the justice system.

Chapter 3: Satire as a Weapon: This chapter will discuss Everett's masterful use of satire as a
literary tool. We will analyze the different types of satire employed in "The Fix," exploring how
humor, irony, and exaggeration are used to critique power structures and societal norms. The
discussion will include examples from the text.

Chapter 4: Character Analysis: This chapter will provide in-depth analyses of the key characters in
"The Fix," examining their motivations, relationships, and roles in the narrative. We will explore how
these characters embody specific aspects of the novel's themes, and how their actions contribute to
the overall satirical effect.

Chapter 5: Thematic Resonance: This chapter will connect the themes explored in "The Fix" to
contemporary issues, demonstrating the novel's enduring relevance. We will discuss how the themes
of race, justice, and absurdity continue to resonate in modern society, drawing parallels to current
events and social movements.

Chapter 6: Critical Reception and Legacy: This chapter will analyze the critical reception of "The
Fix," examining both positive and negative reviews. We will also discuss the novel's impact on
contemporary literature and its influence on subsequent works of satire and social commentary. This
will involve analyzing scholarly articles and reviews from reputable sources.

Chapter 7: Everett's Writing Style and Techniques: This chapter will focus specifically on Everett's
unique writing style, examining his use of language, tone, narrative structure, and other literary
techniques to create the novel's satirical effect and overall impact. This will involve analyzing
specific passages from the text.

Conclusion: This concluding section will summarize the key arguments presented in the ebook,
reiterating the significance of "The Fix" as a work of satire and social commentary. We will also offer
concluding thoughts on the novel's enduring relevance and lasting impact.

Keywords: Percival Everett, The Fix, satire, racial justice, legal system, absurdity, literary analysis,
contemporary literature, American literature, post-modern literature, social commentary, critical
reception, literary techniques, character analysis, thematic analysis, race and representation, legal
satire.

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of "The Fix"? The central theme explores the absurdity of the legal
system and its often-biased treatment of race.

2. What type of satire does Everett employ in "The Fix"? Everett utilizes various forms of satire,
including irony, parody, and hyperbole, to expose societal flaws.



3. How does "The Fix" reflect contemporary issues? The novel's themes of racial injustice and
systemic inequalities remain highly relevant to present-day society.

4. What is the significance of the characters in "The Fix"? The characters are symbolic
representations of societal roles and attitudes, contributing to the novel’s overall satire.

5. What is the critical reception of "The Fix"? Critical reception has been generally positive, praising
its sharp wit and insightful commentary.

6. How does Everett's writing style contribute to the novel's impact? Everett's unique blend of
humor and serious commentary heightens the novel's satirical effectiveness.

7. What makes "The Fix" a significant work of contemporary literature? Its unflinching critique of
systemic issues and its masterful use of satire elevate its importance.

8. Is "The Fix" suitable for all readers? Due to its mature themes and satirical nature, it is more
suitable for mature audiences.

9. Where can I find more information about Percival Everett's work? You can explore his official
website or search academic databases for scholarly articles.

Related Articles:

1. Percival Everett's Use of Irony in "The Fix": A detailed examination of the ironic elements within
the narrative and their contribution to the overall meaning.

2. Racial Representation in Percival Everett's Novels: A comparative analysis of racial dynamics
across several of Everett’s works, including "The Fix."

3. The Absurd in Contemporary American Literature: A broader exploration of the theme of
absurdity in American literature, situating Everett's work within a wider context.

4. Satire as a Tool for Social Commentary: An analysis of the power of satire in addressing societal
injustices, with "The Fix" as a case study.

5. The Legal System's Portrayal in Literature: An overview of how various authors have represented
the legal system, highlighting different approaches to critique and satire.

6. Percival Everett's Style and Evolution as a Writer: Tracing the development of Everett's unique
writing style throughout his literary career.

7. The Role of Humor in Confronting Difficult Social Issues: A discussion of how humor can be used
effectively to engage readers with complex and sensitive issues.

8. A Comparative Study of Percival Everett's "The Fix" and Other Legal Satires: Comparing "The Fix"
with other satirical works focusing on the legal system.

9. The Legacy of Percival Everett's "The Fix": Exploring the novel's lasting impact on readers, critics,
and subsequent literary works.



  percival everett the fix: Damned If I Do Percival Everett, 2023-09-28 Damned If I Do is a set
of brilliantly postmodern short stories from Percival Everett, author of The Trees, Dr No and
Erasure, now an Oscar-nominated film. An artist, a cop, a cowboy, several fly fishermen and even a
reluctant romance novelist inhabit these revealing and often hilarious stories. An old man ends up in
a high-speed chase with the cops after stealing the car that blocks the garbage bin at his apartment
building. A stranger gets a job at a sandwich shop and fixes everything in sight: a manual mustard
dispenser, a mouthful of crooked teeth, thirty-two parking tickets and a sexual identity problem.
Everett skewers race, class, identity, surrealism and much more in this masterful short story
collection from one of America's most inventive living writers. Part of the Picador Collection, a series
celebrating fifty years of Picador books and showcasing the best of modern literature.
  percival everett the fix: I Am Not Sidney Poitier Percival Everett, 2011-08-02 I Am Not
Sidney Poitier is an irresistible comic novel from the master storyteller Percival Everett, and an
irreverent take on race, class, and identity in America I was, in life, to be a gambler, a risk-taker, a
swashbuckler, a knight. I accepted, then and there, my place in the world. I was a fighter of
windmills. I was a chaser of whales. I was Not Sidney Poitier. Not Sidney Poitier is an amiable young
man in an absurd country. The sudden death of his mother orphans him at age eleven, leaving him
with an unfortunate name, an uncanny resemblance to the famous actor, and, perhaps more
fortunate, a staggering number of shares in the Turner Broadcasting Corporation. Percival Everett's
hilarious new novel follows Not Sidney's tumultuous life, as the social hierarchy scrambles to
balance his skin color with his fabulous wealth. Maturing under the less-than watchful eye of his
adopted foster father, Ted Turner, Not gets arrested in rural Georgia for driving while black, sparks
a dinnertable explosion at the home of his manipulative girlfriend, and sleuths a murder case in
Smut Eye, Alabama, all while navigating the recurrent communication problem: What's your name?
a kid would ask. Not Sidney, I would say. Okay, then what is it?
  percival everett the fix: Erasure Percival Everett, 2011-10-25 Percival Everett's blistering
satire about race and publishing, now adapted for the screen as the Academy Award-winning
AMERICAN FICTION, directed by Cord Jefferson and starring Jeffrey Wright Thelonious Monk
Ellison's writing career has bottomed out: his latest manuscript has been rejected by seventeen
publishers, which stings all the more because his previous novels have been critically acclaimed. He
seethes on the sidelines of the literary establishment as he watches the meteoric success of We's
Lives in Da Ghetto, a first novel by a woman who once visited some relatives in Harlem for a couple
of days. Meanwhile, Monk struggles with real family tragedies—his aged mother is fast succumbing
to Alzheimer's, and he still grapples with the reverberations of his father's suicide seven years
before. In his rage and despair, Monk dashes off a novel meant to be an indictment of Juanita Mae
Jenkins's bestseller. He doesn't intend for My Pafology to be published, let alone taken seriously, but
it is—under the pseudonym Stagg R. Leigh—and soon it becomes the Next Big Thing. How Monk
deals with the personal and professional fallout galvanizes this audacious, hysterical, and quietly
devastating novel.
  percival everett the fix: So Much Blue Percival Everett, 2017-06-13 A new high point for a
master novelist, an emotionally charged reckoning with art, marriage, and the past Kevin Pace is
working on a painting that he won’t allow anyone to see: not his children; not his best friend,
Richard; not even his wife, Linda. The painting is a canvas of twelve feet by twenty-one feet (and
three inches) that is covered entirely in shades of blue. It may be his masterpiece or it may not; he
doesn’t know or, more accurately, doesn’t care. What Kevin does care about are the events of the
past. Ten years ago he had an affair with a young watercolorist in Paris. Kevin relates this event with
a dispassionate air, even a bit of puzzlement. It’s not clear to him why he had the affair, but he can’t
let it go. In the more distant past of the late seventies, Kevin and Richard traveled to El Salvador on
the verge of war to retrieve Richard’s drug-dealing brother, who had gone missing without
explanation. As the events of the past intersect with the present, Kevin struggles to justify the
sacrifices he’s made for his art and the secrets he’s kept from his wife. So Much Blue features
Percival Everett at his best, and his deadpan humor and insightful commentary about the artistic life



culminate in a brilliantly readable new novel.
  percival everett the fix: Percival Everett by Virgil Russell Percival Everett, 2013-02-05
Anything we take for granted, Mr. Everett means to show us, may turn out to be a lie. —Wall Street
Journal * Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize * Finalist for the PEN / Faulkner Award for
Fiction * A story inside a story inside a story. A man visits his aging father in a nursing home, where
his father writes the novel he imagines his son would write. Or is it the novel that the son imagines
his father would imagine, if he were to imagine the kind of novel the son would write? Let's simplify:
a woman seeks an apprenticeship with a painter, claiming to be his long-lost daughter. A
contractor-for-hire named Murphy can't distinguish between the two brothers who employ him. And
in Murphy's troubled dreams, Nat Turner imagines the life of William Styron. These narratives twist
together with anecdotes from the nursing home, each building on the other until they crest in a wild,
outlandish excursion of the inmates led by the father. Anchoring these shifting plotlines is a running
commentary between father and son that sheds doubt on the truthfulness of each story. Because,
after all, what narrator can we ever trust? Not only is Percival Everett by Virgil Russell a powerful,
compassionate meditation on old age and its humiliations, it is an ingenious culmination of Everett's
recurring preoccupations. All of his prior work, his metaphysical and philosophical inquiries, his
investigations into the nature of narrative, have led to this masterful book. Percival Everett has
never been more cunning, more brilliant and subversive, than he is in this, his most important and
elusive novel to date.
  percival everett the fix: The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us Happier, Healthier, and
More Creative Florence Williams, 2017-02-07 Highly informative and remarkably entertaining.
—Elle From forest trails in Korea, to islands in Finland, to eucalyptus groves in California, Florence
Williams investigates the science behind nature’s positive effects on the brain. Delving into
brand-new research, she uncovers the powers of the natural world to improve health, promote
reflection and innovation, and strengthen our relationships. As our modern lives shift dramatically
indoors, these ideas—and the answers they yield—are more urgent than ever.
  percival everett the fix: The Best American Short Stories 2000 E. L. Doctorow, Katrina
Kenison, 2000 A compilation of twenty-one American short stories originally published in magazines
and periodicals issued between January 1999 and January 2000, selected for inclusion by guest
editor E.L. Doctorow, with contributors' notes, and a list of one hundred additional distinguished
stories of 1999.
  percival everett the fix: Mental Traveler W. J. T. Mitchell, 2020-09-01 How does a parent
make sense of a child’s severe mental illness? How does a father meet the daily challenges of caring
for his gifted but delusional son, while seeking to overcome the stigma of madness and the limits of
psychiatry? W. J. T. Mitchell’s memoir tells the story—at once representative and unique—of one
family’s encounter with mental illness and bears witness to the life of the talented young man who
was his son. Gabriel Mitchell was diagnosed with schizophrenia at age twenty-one and died by
suicide eighteen years later. He left behind a remarkable archive of creative work and a father
determined to honor his son’s attempts to conquer his own illness. Before his death, Gabe had been
working on a film that would show madness from inside and out, as media stereotype and spectacle,
symptom and stigma, malady and minority status, disability and gateway to insight. He was
convinced that madness is an extreme form of subjective experience that we all endure at some
point in our lives, whether in moments of ecstasy or melancholy, or in the enduring trauma of a
broken heart. Gabe’s declared ambition was to transform schizophrenia from a death sentence to a
learning experience, and madness from a curse to a critical perspective. Shot through with love and
pain, Mental Traveler shows how Gabe drew his father into his quest for enlightenment within
madness. It is a book that will touch anyone struggling to cope with mental illness, and especially for
parents and caregivers of those caught in its grasp.
  percival everett the fix: HELP! Oliver Burkeman, 2011-01-06 How do you solve the problem of
human happiness? It’s a subject that has occupied some of the greatest philosophers of all time,
from Aristotle to Paul McKenna – but how do we sort the good ideas from the terrible ones? Over the



past few years, Oliver Burkeman has travelled to some of the strangest outposts of the ‘happiness
industry’ in an attempt to find out. In Help!, the first collection of his popular Guardian columns,
Burkeman presents his findings. It’s a witty and thought-provoking exploration that punctures many
of self-help’s most common myths, while also offering clear-headed, practical and of ten
counter-intuitive advice on a range of topics from stress, procrastination and insomnia to wealth,
laughter, time management and creativity. It doesn’t claim to have solved the problem of human
happiness. But it might just bring us one step closer.
  percival everett the fix: Nemesis Philip Roth, 2011-10-04 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Set in a
close-knit Newark neighborhood during a terrifying polio outbreak in 1944, a “book [that] has the
elegance of a fable and the tragic inevitability of a Greek drama” (The New Yorker)—from the
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Pastoral. Bucky Cantor is a vigorous, dutiful
twenty-three-year-old playground director during the summer of 1944. A javelin thrower and
weightlifter, he is disappointed with himself because his weak eyes have excluded him from serving
in the war alongside his contemporaries. As the devastating disease begins to ravage Bucky’s
playground, Roth leads us through every inch of emotion such a pestilence can breed: fear, panic,
anger, bewilderment, suffering, and pain. Moving between the streets of Newark and a pristine
summer camp high in the Poconos, Nemesis tenderly and startlingly depicts Cantor’s passage into
personal disaster, the condition of childhood, and the painful effect that the wartime polio epidemic
has on a closely-knit, family-oriented Newark community and its children.
  percival everett the fix: Everything that Rises Must Converge Flannery O'Connor, 1965
Everything That Rises Must Converge (1965) is nine posthumous stories. The introduction is by
Robert Fitzgerald.
  percival everett the fix: Prom Laurie Halse Anderson, 2014-06-05 Everyone's excited about
the prom except Ashley, who couldn't care less. She's too busy worrying about her crazy family and
TJ her flaky boyfriend. But when disaster strikes the prom committee, somehow Ashley gets roped
into helping save the evening - and finds out a lot about herself too...
  percival everett the fix: Hold Still Sally Mann, 2015-05-12 This National Book Award finalist is
a revealing and beautifully written memoir and family history from acclaimed photographer Sally
Mann. In this groundbreaking book, a unique interplay of narrative and image, Mann's
preoccupation with family, race, mortality, and the storied landscape of the American South are
revealed as almost genetically predetermined, written into her DNA by the family history that
precedes her. Sorting through boxes of family papers and yellowed photographs she finds more than
she bargained for: deceit and scandal, alcohol, domestic abuse, car crashes, bogeymen, clandestine
affairs, dearly loved and disputed family land . . . racial complications, vast sums of money made and
lost, the return of the prodigal son, and maybe even bloody murder. In lyrical prose and startlingly
revealing photographs, she crafts a totally original form of personal history that has the
page-turning drama of a great novel but is firmly rooted in the fertile soil of her own life.
  percival everett the fix: The Opposite of Spoiled Ron Lieber, 2015-02-03 New York Times
Bestseller “We all want to raise children with good values—children who are the opposite of
spoiled—yet we often neglect to talk to our children about money. . . . From handling the tooth fairy,
to tips on allowance, chores, charity, checking accounts, and part-time jobs, this engaging and
important book is a must-read for parents.” — Gretchen Rubin, author of The Happiness Project In
the spirit of Wendy Mogel’s The Blessing of a Skinned Knee and Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman’s
Nurture Shock, New York Times “Your Money” columnist Ron Lieber delivers a taboo-shattering
manifesto that explains how talking openly to children about money can help parents raise modest,
patient, grounded young adults who are financially wise beyond their years For Ron Lieber, a
personal finance columnist and father, good parenting means talking about money with our kids.
Children are hyper-aware of money, and they have scores of questions about its nuances. But when
parents shy away from the topic, they lose a tremendous opportunity—not just to model the basic
financial behaviors that are increasingly important for young adults but also to imprint lessons about
what the family truly values. Written in a warm, accessible voice, grounded in real-world experience



and stories from families with a range of incomes, The Opposite of Spoiled is both a practical
guidebook and a values-based philosophy. The foundation of the book is a detailed blueprint for the
best ways to handle the basics: the tooth fairy, allowance, chores, charity, saving, birthdays,
holidays, cell phones, checking accounts, clothing, cars, part-time jobs, and college tuition. It
identifies a set of traits and virtues that embody the opposite of spoiled, and shares how to embrace
the topic of money to help parents raise kids who are more generous and less materialistic. But The
Opposite of Spoiled is also a promise to our kids that we will make them better with money than we
are. It is for all of the parents who know that honest conversations about money with their curious
children can help them become more patient and prudent, but who don’t know how and when to
start.
  percival everett the fix: The Children's Book A. S. Byatt, 2009-11-03 From the renowned
author of Possession, The Children’s Book is the absorbing story of the close of what has been called
the Edwardian summer: the deceptively languid, blissful period that ended with the cataclysmic
destruction of World War I. In this compelling novel, A.S. Byatt summons up a whole era, revealing
that beneath its golden surface lay tensions that would explode into war, revolution and unbelievable
change — for the generation that came of age before 1914 and, most of all, for their children. The
novel centres around Olive Wellwood, a fairy tale writer, and her circle, which includes the brilliant,
erratic craftsman Benedict Fludd and his apprentice Phillip Warren, a runaway from the poverty of
the Potteries; Prosper Cain, the soldier who directs what will become the Victoria and Albert
Museum; Olive’s brother-in-law Basil Wellwood, an officer of the Bank of England; and many others
from every layer of society. A.S. Byatt traces their lives in intimate detail and moves between
generations, following the children who must choose whether to follow the roles expected of them or
stand up to their parents’ “porcelain socialism.” Olive’s daughter Dorothy wishes to become a
doctor, while her other daughter, Hedda, wants to fight for votes for women. Her son Tom, sent to
an upper-class school, wants nothing more than to spend time in the woods, tracking birds and
foxes. Her nephew Charles becomes embroiled with German-influenced revolutionaries. Their
portraits connect the political issues at the heart of nascent feminism and socialism with grave
personal dilemmas, interlacing until The Children’s Book becomes a perfect depiction of an entire
world. Olive is a fairy tale writer in the era of Peter Pan and Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind In the
Willows, not long after Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. At a time when children in England
suffered deprivation by the millions, the concept of childhood was being refined and elaborated in
ways that still influence us today. For each of her children, Olive writes a special, private book,
bound in a different colour and placed on a shelf; when these same children are ferried off into the
unremitting destruction of the Great War, the reader is left to wonder who the real children in this
novel are. The Children’s Book is an astonishing novel. It is an historical feat that brings to life an
era that helped shape our own as well as a gripping, personal novel about parents and children,
life’s most painful struggles and its richest pleasures. No other writer could have imagined it or
created it.
  percival everett the fix: The Death of Vivek Oji Akwaeke Emezi, 2020-08-04 A Good Morning
America Buzz Pick INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Electrifying. — O: The Oprah
Magazine Named a Best Book of 2020 by The New York Times, The Washington Post, NPR, USA
TODAY, Vanity Fair, Elle, Harper's Bazaar, Marie Claire, Shondaland, Teen Vogue, Vulture, Lit Hub,
Bustle, Electric Literature, and BookPage What does it mean for a family to lose a child they never
really knew? One afternoon, in a town in southeastern Nigeria, a mother opens her front door to
discover her son’s body, wrapped in colorful fabric, at her feet. What follows is the tumultuous,
heart-wrenching story of one family’s struggle to understand a child whose spirit is both gentle and
mysterious. Raised by a distant father and an understanding but overprotective mother, Vivek
suffers disorienting blackouts, moments of disconnection between self and surroundings. As
adolescence gives way to adulthood, Vivek finds solace in friendships with the warm, boisterous
daughters of the Nigerwives, foreign-born women married to Nigerian men. But Vivek’s closest bond
is with Osita, the worldly, high-spirited cousin whose teasing confidence masks a guarded private



life. As their relationship deepens—and Osita struggles to understand Vivek’s escalating crisis—the
mystery gives way to a heart-stopping act of violence in a moment of exhilarating freedom.
Propulsively readable, teeming with unforgettable characters, The Death of Vivek Oji is a novel of
family and friendship that challenges expectations—a dramatic story of loss and transcendence that
will move every reader.
  percival everett the fix: The Tommyknockers Stephen King, 2016-08-30 Master storyteller
Stephen King presents the classic, terrifying #1 New York Times bestseller about a terrifying
otherworldly discovery and the effects it has a on a small town. “Late last night and the night before,
Tommyknockers, Tommyknockers, knocking at the door…” On a beautiful June day, while walking
deep in the woods on her property in Haven, Maine, Bobbi Anderson quite literally stumbles over
her own destiny and that of the entire town. For the dull gray metal protrusion she discovers in the
ground is part of a mysterious and massive metal object, one that may have been buried there for
millennia. Bobbi can’t help but become obsessed and try to dig it out…the consequences of which
will affect and transmute every citizen of Haven, young and old. It means unleashing extraordinary
powers beyond those of mere mortals—and certain death for any and all outsiders. An alien hell has
now invaded this small New England town…an aggressive and violent malignancy devoid of any
mercy or sanity…
  percival everett the fix: Telephone Percival Everett, 2024-03-26 Finalist for the 2021 Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction Zach Wells is a perpetually dissatisfied geologist-slash-paleobiologist. Expert in a
very narrow area – the geological history of a cave forty-four metres above the Colorado River in the
Grand Canyon – he is a laconic man who plays chess with his daughter, trades puns with his wife
while she does yoga, and dodges committee work at the college where he teaches. After a field trip
to the desert yields nothing more than a colleague with a tenure problem and a student with an
unwelcome crush on him, Wells returns home to find his world crumbling. His daughter has lost her
edge at chess, she has developed mysterious eye problems, and her memory has lost its grasp.
Powerless in the face of his daughter’s slow deterioration, he finds a mysterious note asking for help
tucked into the pocket of a jacket he’s ordered off eBay. Desperate for someone to save, he sets off
to New Mexico in secret on a quixotic rescue mission. A deeply affecting story about the lengths to
which loss and grief will drive us, Telephone is a Percival Everett novel we should have seen coming
all along, one that will shake you to the core as it asks questions about the power of narrative to
save.
  percival everett the fix: The Penguin Book of the Modern American Short Story John
Freeman, 2022-05-03 A selection of the best and most representative contemporary American short
fiction from 1970 to 2020, including such authors as Ursula K. LeGuin, Toni Cade Bambara, Jhumpa
Lahiri, Sandra Cisneros, and Ted Chiang, hand-selected by celebrated editor and anthologist John
Freeman In the past fifty years, the American short story has changed dramatically. New voices,
forms, and mixtures of styles have brought this unique genre a thrilling burst of energy. The Penguin
Book of the Modern American Short Story celebrates this avalanche of talent. This rich anthology
begins in 1970 and brings together a half century of powerful American short stories from all
genres, including—for the first time in a collection of this scale—science fiction, horror, and fantasy,
placing writers such as Ursula K. Le Guin, Ken Liu, and Stephen King next to some beloved greats of
the literary form: Raymond Carver, Grace Paley, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Denis Johnson.
Culling widely, John Freeman, the former editor of Granta and now editor of his own literary annual,
brings forward some astonishing work to be regarded in a new light. Often overlooked tales by
Dorothy Allison, Percival Everett, and Charles Johnson will recast the shape and texture of today’s
enlarging atmosphere of literary dialogue. Stories by Lauren Groff and Ted Chiang raise the specter
of engagement in ecocidal times. Short tales by Tobias Wolff, George Saunders, and Lydia Davis rub
shoulders with near novellas by Susan Sontag and Andrew Holleran. This book will be a treasure
trove for readers, writers, and teachers alike.
  percival everett the fix: This Is All I Got Lauren Sandler, 2021-05-25 A NEW YORK TIMES
NOTABLE BOOK • From an award-winning journalist, a poignant and gripping immersion in the life



of a young, homeless single mother amid her quest to find stability and shelter in the richest city in
America LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/JEAN STEIN BOOK AWARD • “Riveting . . . a remarkable feat
of reporting.”—The New York Times Camila is twenty-two years old and a new mother. She has no
family to rely on, no partner, and no home. Despite her intelligence and determination, the odds are
firmly stacked against her. In this extraordinary work of literary reportage, Lauren Sandler
chronicles a year in Camila’s life—from the birth of her son to his first birthday—as she navigates
the labyrinth of poverty and homelessness in New York City. In her attempts to secure a safe place
to raise her son and find a measure of freedom in her life, Camila copes with dashed dreams, failed
relationships, the desolation of abandonment, and miles of red tape with grit, humor, and uncanny
resilience. Every day, more than forty-five million Americans attempt to survive below the poverty
line. Every night, nearly sixty thousand people sleep in New York City-run shelters, 40 percent of
them children. In This Is All I Got, Sandler brings this deeply personal issue to life, vividly depicting
one woman's hope and despair and her steadfast determination to change her life despite the myriad
setbacks she encounters. This Is All I Got is a rare feat of reporting and a dramatic story of survival.
Sandler’s candid and revealing account also exposes the murky boundaries between a journalist and
her subject when it becomes impossible to remain a dispassionate observer. She has written a
powerful and unforgettable indictment of a system that is often indifferent to the needs of those it
serves, and that sometimes seems designed to fail. Praise for This Is All I Got “A rich, sociologically
valuable work that’s more gripping, and more devastating, than fiction.”—Booklist “Vivid,
heartbreaking. . . . Readers will be moved by this harrowing and impassioned call for
change.”—Publishers Weekly “A closely observed chronicle . . . Sandler displays her journalistic
talent by unerringly presenting this dire situation. . . . An impressive blend of dispassionate
reporting, pungent condemnation of public welfare, and gritty humanity.” —Kirkus Reviews
  percival everett the fix: Hotel Silence Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir, 2018-02-02 “[A] novel of mid-life
redemption . . . Ólafsdóttir writes about a good man in crisis with a raw beauty, as he gradually
awakens to life and love.” —Financial Times Winner of the Icelandic Literary Prize, Hotel Silence is a
delightful and heartwarming new novel from Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir, a writer who “upends
expectations” (The New York Times). Jónas Ebeneser is a handy DIY kind of man with a compulsion
to fix things, but he can’t seem to fix his own life. On the cusp of turning fifty, divorced, adrift, he’s
recently discovered he is not the biological father of his daughter, Gudrun Waterlily, and he has
sunk into an existential crisis, losing all will to live. As he visits his senile mother in a nursing home,
he secretly muses on how, when, and where to put himself out of his misery. To prevent his only
daughter from discovering his body, Jónas decides it’s best to die abroad. Armed with little more
than his toolbox and a change of clothes, he flies to an unnamed country where the fumes of war still
hover in the air. He books a room at the sparsely occupied Hotel Silence, in a small town riddled
with landmines and the aftershocks of violence, and there he comes to understand the depths of
other people’s scars while beginning to see his wounds in a new light. A celebration of life’s infinite
possibilities, of transformations and second chances, Hotel Silence is a rousing story of a man, a
community, and a path toward regeneration from the depths of despair.
  percival everett the fix: The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms N. K. Jemisin, 2010-02-25 After her
mother's mysterious death, a young woman is summoned to the floating city of Sky in order to claim
a royal inheritance she never knew existed in the first book in this award-winning fantasy trilogy
from the NYT bestselling author of The Fifth Season. Yeine Darr is an outcast from the barbarian
north. But when her mother dies under mysterious circumstances, she is summoned to the majestic
city of Sky. There, to her shock, Yeine is named an heiress to the king. But the throne of the
Hundred Thousand Kingdoms is not easily won, and Yeine is thrust into a vicious power struggle
with cousins she never knew she had. As she fights for her life, she draws ever closer to the secrets
of her mother's death and her family's bloody history. With the fate of the world hanging in the
balance, Yeine will learn how perilous it can be when love and hate -- and gods and mortals -- are
bound inseparably together.
  percival everett the fix: Our Unfinished March Eric Holder, Sam Koppelman, 2023-06-06 A



brutal, bloody, and at times hopeful history of the vote; a primer on the opponents fighting to take it
away; and a playbook for how we can save our democracy before it’s too late—from the former U.S.
Attorney General on the front lines of this fight Voting is our most important right as
Americans—“the right that protects all the others,” as Lyndon Johnson famously said when he signed
the Voting Rights Act—but it’s also the one most violently contested throughout U.S. history. Since
the gutting of the act in the landmark Shelby County v. Holder case in 2013, many states have
passed laws restricting the vote. After the 2020 election, President Trump’s effort to overturn the
vote has evolved into a slow-motion coup, with many Republicans launching an all-out assault on our
democracy. The vote seems to be in unprecedented peril. But the peril is not at all unprecedented.
America is a fragile democracy, Eric Holder argues, whose citizens have only had unfettered access
to the ballot since the 1960s. He takes readers through three dramatic stories of how the vote was
won: first by white men, through violence and insurrection; then by white women, through protests
and mass imprisonments; and finally by African Americans, in the face of lynchings and terrorism.
Next, he dives into how the vote has been stripped away since Shelby—a case in which Holder was
one of the parties. He ends with visionary chapters on how we can reverse this tide of voter
suppression and become a true democracy where every voice is heard and every vote is counted.
Full of surprising history, intensive analysis, and actionable plans for the future, this is a powerful
primer on our most urgent political struggle from one of the country's leading advocates.
  percival everett the fix: One Day I Will Write About This Place Binyavanga Wainaina,
2011-07-19 *A New York Times Notable Book* *A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice* *A
Publishers Weekly Top Ten Book of the Year* Binyavanga Wainaina tumbled through his
middle-class Kenyan childhood out of kilter with the world around him. This world came to him as a
chaos of loud and colorful sounds: the hair dryers at his mother's beauty parlor, black mamba
bicycle bells, mechanics in Nairobi, the music of Michael Jackson—all punctuated by the infectious
laughter of his brother and sister, Jimmy and Ciru. He could fall in with their patterns, but it would
take him a while to carve out his own. In this vivid and compelling debut memoir, Wainaina takes us
through his school days, his mother's religious period, his failed attempt to study in South Africa as a
computer programmer, a moving family reunion in Uganda, and his travels around Kenya. The
landscape in front of him always claims his main attention, but he also evokes the shifting political
scene that unsettles his views on family, tribe, and nationhood. Throughout, reading is his refuge
and his solace. And when, in 2002, a writing prize comes through, the door is opened for him to
pursue the career that perhaps had been beckoning all along. A series of fascinating international
reporting assignments follow. Finally he circles back to a Kenya in the throes of postelection
violence and finds he is not the only one questioning the old certainties. Resolutely avoiding
stereotype and cliché, Wainaina paints every scene in One Day I Will Write About This Place with a
highly distinctive and hugely memorable brush.
  percival everett the fix: One Day David Nicholls, 2010-06-15 NOW A NETFLIX SERIES • NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • TWO PEOPLE. ONE DAY. TWENTY YEARS. • What starts as a fleeting
connection between two strangers soon becomes a deep bond that spans decades. • [An] instant
classic. . . . One of the most ...emotionally riveting love stories you’ll ever encounter. —People It’s
1988 and Dexter Mayhew and Emma Morley have only just met. But after only one day together,
they cannot stop thinking about one another. Over twenty years, snapshots of that relationship are
revealed on the same day—July 15th—of each year. They face squabbles and fights, hopes and
missed opportunities, laughter and tears. Dex and Em must come to grips with the nature of love
and life itself. As the years go by, the true meaning of this one crucial day is revealed. [A]
surprisingly deep romance...so thoroughly satisfying. —Entertainment Weekly
  percival everett the fix: The Best of Me David Sedaris, 2020-11-03 What could be a more
tempting Christmas gift than a compendium of David Sedaris's best stories, selected by the author
himself? From a spectacular career spanning almost three decades, these stories have become
modern classics and are now for the first time collected in one volume. For more than twenty-five
years, David Sedaris has been carving out a unique literary space, virtually creating his own genre.



A Sedaris story may seem confessional, but is also highly attuned to the world outside. It opens our
eyes to what is at absurd and moving about our daily existence. And it is almost impossible to read
without laughing. Now, for the first time collected in one volume, the author brings us his funniest
and most memorable work. In these stories, Sedaris shops for rare taxidermy, hitchhikes with a lady
quadriplegic, and spits a lozenge into a fellow traveler's lap. He drowns a mouse in a bucket,
struggles to say 'give it to me' in five languages and hand-feeds a carnivorous bird. But if all you
expect to find in Sedaris's work is the deft and sharply observed comedy for which he became
renowned, you may be surprised to discover that his words bring more warmth than mockery, more
fellow-feeling than derision. Nowhere is this clearer than in his writing about his loved ones. In these
pages, Sedaris explores falling in love and staying together, recognizing his own aging not in the
mirror but in the faces of his siblings, losing one parent and coming to terms - at long last - with the
other. Taken together, the stories in The Best of Me reveal the wonder and delight Sedaris takes in
the surprises life brings him. No experience, he sees, is quite as he expected - it's often harder, more
fraught and certainly weirder - but sometimes it is also much richer and more wonderful. Full of joy,
generosity, and the incisive humor that has led David Sedaris to be called 'the funniest man alive'
(Time Out New York), The Best of Me spans a career spent watching and learning and laughing -
quite often at himself - and invites readers deep into the world of one of the most brilliant and
original writers of our time.
  percival everett the fix: Full House Maeve Binchy, 2012-02-02 A fantastic Maeve Binchy -
written specially for the World Book Day Quick Reads promotion. 'Her storytelling ability is second
to none' SUNDAY EXPRESS 'It's little wonder that Maeve Binchy's bewitching stories have become
world-beaters' OK MAGAZINE 'Maeve Binchy is a master storyteller' NEW YORK TIMES Dee loves
her children very much, but now they are all grown up, shouldn't they leave home? Rosie moved out
when she got married, but it didn't work out, so now she is back with her parents. Helen is a
teacher, and doesn't earn enough for a place of her own. Anthony writes songs, and is just waiting
for the day when someone will pay him for them. Until then, all three are happy at home. It doesn't
cost them anything, and surely their parents like having a full house? When a crisis occurs, Dee
decides things have to change for the whole family...whether they like it or not.
  percival everett the fix: Fine Just the Way It Is Annie Proulx, 2009-09-08 Returning to the
territory of Brokeback Mountain (in her first volume of Wyoming Stories) and Bad Dirt (her second),
National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize-winner Proulx delivers a stunning and visceral new
collection.
  percival everett the fix: Make Something Up Chuck Palahniuk, 2015-05-26 Twenty one
stories and one novella from Chuck Palahniuk, literature's favorite transgressive author, Make
Something Up is a compilation that disturbs and delights in equal measure. In Expedition, fans will
be thrilled to find to see a side of Tyler Durden never seen before in a precursor story to Fight Club.
And in other stories, the absurdity of both life and death are on full display; in Zombies, the best and
brightest of a high school prep school become tragically addicted to the latest drug craze: electric
shocks from cardiac defibrillators. In Knock, Knock, a son hopes to tell one last off-color joke to a
father in his final moments, while in Tunnel of Love, a massage therapist runs the curious practice of
providing 'relief' to dying clients. Funny, caustic, bizarre, poignant; these stories represent
everything readers have come
  percival everett the fix: Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates, 2015-07-14 #1 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN
BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK
CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” •
NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold
and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important essayist in a
generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone)
NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF
PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE



YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post •
People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago
Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound work that pivots
from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a
father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s
history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that
damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited
through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all
proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all
honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between the World and
Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates
shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the
world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields,
from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers
whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative,
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly
illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way
forward.
  percival everett the fix: Foregone Russell Banks, 2021-03-02 The inspiration for the Major
Motion Picture O, Canada directed by Paul Schrader and starring Richard Gere, Uma Thurman,
Jacob Elordi, and Michael Imperioli. A searing novel about memory, abandonment, and betrayal from
the acclaimed and bestselling Russell Banks During a career stretching almost half a century,
Russell Banks has published an extraordinary collection of brave, morally imperative novels. . . . In
this complex and powerful novel, we come face to face with the excruciating allure of redemption.
—Washington Post At the center of Foregone is famed Canadian American leftist documentary
filmmaker Leonard Fife, one of sixty thousand draft evaders and deserters who fled to Canada to
avoid serving in Vietnam. Fife, now in his late seventies, is dying of cancer in Montreal and has
agreed to a final interview in which he is determined to bare all his secrets at last, to demythologize
his mythologized life. The interview is filmed by his acolyte and ex–star student, Malcolm MacLeod,
in the presence of Fife’s wife and alongside Malcolm’s producer, cinematographer, and sound
technician, all of whom have long admired Fife but who must now absorb the meaning of his
astonishing, dark confession. Imaginatively structured around Fife’s secret memories and
alternating between the experiences of the characters who are filming his confession, the novel
challenges our assumptions and understanding about a significant lost chapter in American history
and the nature of memory itself. Russell Banks gives us a daring and resonant work about the scope
of one man’s mysterious life, revealed through the fragments of his recovered past.
  percival everett the fix: Instructions for a Funeral David Means, 2019-03-05 Poetic,
insightful, and deeply moving. David Means is one of my very favorite writers. —Tara Westover,
author of Educated Following the publication of his widely acclaimed, Man Booker-nominated novel
Hystopia, David Means here returns to his signature form: the short story. Thanks to his four
previous story collections, Means has won himself an international reputation as one of the most
innovative short fiction writers working today: an “established master of the form.” (Laura Miller,
The Guardian). Instructions for a Funeral—featuring work from The New Yorker, Harper’s, The Paris
Review, and VICE—finds Means branching out beyond the explorations of violence and trauma with
which he is often identified, prominently displaying his sly humor and his inimitable way of telling
tales that deliciously wind up to punch the reader in the heart. With each story Means pushes into
new territory, writing with tenderness and compassion about fatherhood, marriage, a homeless
brother, the nature of addiction, and the death of a friend at the hands of a serial-killer nurse. Means
transmutes a fistfight in Sacramento into a tender, life-long love story; two FBI agents on a stakeout
in the 1920s into a tale of predator and prey, paternal urges and loss; a man’s funeral instructions
into a chronicle of organized crime, real estate ventures, and the destructive force of paranoia.



Means’s work has earned him comparisons to Flannery O’Connor, Alice Munro, Sherwood Anderson,
Denis Johnson, Edgar Allan Poe, Anton Chekhov, and Raymond Carver but his place in the American
literary landscape is fully and originally his own. David Means is a master of tense, distilled,
quintessentially American prose. Like any artist who has finely honed his talent to its strongest
expression he is a brilliant craftsman whose achievement is to appear unstudied, even casual . . .
Each story by Means which I have read is unlike the others, unexpected and an unnerving delight.
—Joyce Carol Oates
  percival everett the fix: The Fourth Child Jessica Winter, 2021-03-09 “A beautifully observed
and thrillingly honest novel about the dark corners of family life and the long, complicated search for
understanding and grace.” —Jenny Offill, author of Dept. of Speculation and Weather “The Fourth
Child is keen and beautiful and heartbreaking—an exploration of private guilt and unexpected
obligation, of the intimate losses of power embedded in female adolescence, and of the fraught
moments of glancing divinity that come with shouldering the burden of love.” —Jia Tolentino, New
York Times bestselling author of Trick Mirror “A remarkable family saga . . . The Fourth Child is a
balm—a reminder that it is possible for art to provide a nuanced exploration of life itself.” —Rumaan
Alam, author of Leave the World Behind and Rich and Pretty The author of Break in Case of
Emergency follows up her “extraordinary debut” (The Guardian) with a moving novel about
motherhood and marriage, adolescence and bodily autonomy, family and love, religion and sexuality,
and the delicate balance between the purity of faith and the messy reality of life. Book-smart,
devoutly Catholic, and painfully unsure of herself, Jane becomes pregnant in high school; by her
early twenties, she is raising three children in the suburbs of western New York State. In the fall of
1991, as her children are growing older and more independent, Jane is overcome by a spiritual and
intellectual restlessness that leads her to become involved with a local pro-life group. Following the
tenets of her beliefs, she also adopts a little girl from Eastern Europe. But Mirela is a difficult child.
Deprived of a loving caregiver in infancy, she remains unattached to her new parents, no matter how
much love Jane shows her. As Jane becomes consumed with chasing therapies that might help
Mirela, her relationships with her family, especially her older daughter, Lauren, begin to fray.
Feeling estranged from her mother and unsettled in her new high school, Lauren begins to discover
the power of her own burgeoning creativity and sexuality—a journey that both echoes and departs
from her mother’s own adolescent experiences. But when Lauren is confronted with the limits of her
youth and independence, Jane is thrown into an emotional crisis, forced to reconcile her principles
and faith with her determination to keep her daughters safe. The Fourth Child is a piercing love
story and a haunting portrayal of how love can shatter—or strengthen—our beliefs.
  percival everett the fix: I Alone Can Fix It Carol Leonnig, Philip Rucker, 2021-07-20 The
instant #1 New York Times bestseller | A Washington Post Notable Book | One of NPR's Best Books
of 2021 The definitive behind-the-scenes story of Trump's final year in office, by Phil Rucker and
Carol Leonnig, the Pulitzer-Prize winning reporters and authors of A Very Stable Genius. “Chilling.”
– Anderson Cooper “Jaw-dropping.” – John Berman “Shocking.” – John Heilemann “Explosive.” –
Hallie Jackson “Blockbuster new reporting.” – Nicolle Wallace “Bracing new revelations.” – Brian
Williams “Bombshell reporting.” – David Muir The true story of what took place in Donald Trump’s
White House during a disastrous 2020 has never before been told in full. What was really going on
around the president, as the government failed to contain the coronavirus and over half a million
Americans perished? Who was influencing Trump after he refused to concede an election he had
clearly lost and spread lies about election fraud? To answer these questions, Phil Rucker and Carol
Leonnig reveal a dysfunctional and bumbling presidency’s inner workings in unprecedented,
stunning detail. Focused on Trump and the key players around him—the doctors, generals, senior
advisers, and Trump family members— Rucker and Leonnig provide a forensic account of the most
devastating year in a presidency like no other. Their sources were in the room as time and time
again Trump put his personal gain ahead of the good of the country. These witnesses to history tell
the story of him longing to deploy the military to the streets of American cities to crush the protest
movement in the wake of the killing of George Floyd, all to bolster his image of strength ahead of the



election. These sources saw firsthand his refusal to take the threat of the coronavirus
seriously—even to the point of allowing himself and those around him to be infected. This is a story
of a nation sabotaged—economically, medically, and politically—by its own leader, culminating with
a groundbreaking, minute-by-minute account of exactly what went on in the Capitol building on
January 6, as Trump’s supporters so easily breached the most sacred halls of American democracy,
and how the president reacted. With unparalleled access, Rucker and Leonnig explain and expose
exactly who enabled—and who foiled—Trump as he sought desperately to cling to power. A classic
and heart-racing work of investigative reporting, this book is destined to be read and studied by
citizens and historians alike for decades to come.
  percival everett the fix: The End of Men Hanna Rosin, 2012-09-11 Essential reading for our
times, as women are pulling together to demand their rights— A landmark portrait of women, men,
and power in a transformed world. “Anchored by data and aromatized by anecdotes, [Rosin]
concludes that women are gaining the upper hand. –The Washington Post Men have been the
dominant sex since, well, the dawn of mankind. But Hanna Rosin was the first to notice that this
long-held truth is, astonishingly, no longer true. Today, by almost every measure, women are no
longer gaining on men: They have pulled decisively ahead. And “the end of men”—the title of Rosin’s
Atlantic cover story on the subject—has entered the lexicon as dramatically as Betty Friedan’s
“feminine mystique,” Simone de Beauvoir’s “second sex,” Susan Faludi’s “backlash,” and Naomi
Wolf’s “beauty myth” once did. In this landmark book, Rosin reveals how our current state of affairs
is radically shifting the power dynamics between men and women at every level of society, with
profound implications for marriage, sex, children, work, and more. With wide-ranging curiosity and
insight unhampered by assumptions or ideology, Rosin shows how the radically different ways men
and women today earn, learn, spend, couple up—even kill—has turned the big picture upside down.
And in The End of Men she helps us see how, regardless of gender, we can adapt to the new reality
and channel it for a better future.
  percival everett the fix: The Roanoke Girls Amy Engel, 2017-03-07 NATIONAL BESTSELLER
• “With more twists than a bag of pretzels, this compelling family saga may make you question what
you think you know about your own relatives.”—Cosmopolitan “Roanoke girls never last long around
here. In the end, we either run or we die.” After her mother's suicide, fifteen year-old Lane Roanoke
came to live with her grandparents and fireball cousin, Allegra, on their vast estate in rural Kansas.
Lane knew little of her mother's mysterious family, but she quickly embraced life as one of the rich
and beautiful Roanoke girls. But when she discovered the dark truth at the heart of the family, she
ran…fast and far away. Eleven years later, Lane is adrift in Los Angeles when her grandfather calls
to tell her Allegra has gone missing. Did she run too? Or something worse? Unable to resist his
pleas, Lane returns to help search, and to ease her guilt at having left Allegra behind. Her
homecoming may mean a second chance with the boyfriend whose heart she broke that long ago
summer. But it also means facing the devastating secret that made her flee, one she may not be
strong enough to run from again. As it weaves between Lane’s first Roanoke summer and her return,
The Roanoke Girls shocks and tantalizes, twisting its way through revelation after mesmerizing
revelation, exploring the secrets families keep and the fierce and terrible love that both binds them
together and rips them apart.
  percival everett the fix: The Book of Night Women Marlon James, 2009-02-19 From the
author of the National Book Award finalist Black Leopard, Red Wolf and the WINNER of the 2015
Man Booker Prize for A Brief History of Seven Killings An undeniable success.” — The New York
Times Book Review A true triumph of voice and storytelling, The Book of Night Women rings with
both profound authenticity and a distinctly contemporary energy. It is the story of Lilith, born into
slavery on a Jamaican sugar plantation at the end of the eighteenth century. Even at her birth, the
slave women around her recognize a dark power that they- and she-will come to both revere and
fear. The Night Women, as they call themselves, have long been plotting a slave revolt, and as Lilith
comes of age they see her as the key to their plans. But when she begins to understand her own
feelings, desires, and identity, Lilith starts to push at the edges of what is imaginable for the life of a



slave woman, and risks becoming the conspiracy's weak link. But the real revelation of the book-the
secret to the stirring imagery and insistent prose-is Marlon James himself, a young writer at once
breathtakingly daring and wholly in command of his craft.
  percival everett the fix: How to Fix the Future Andrew Keen, 2018-03-01 Internet
entrepreneur Andrew Keen was among the earliest to write about the dangers that the Internet
poses to our culture and society. His 2007 book The Cult of the Amateur was critical in helping
advance the conversation around the Internet, which has now morphed from a tool providing
efficiencies and opportunities for consumers and business to a force that is profoundly reshaping our
societies and our world. In his new book, How to Fix the Future, Keen focuses on what we can do
about this seemingly intractable situation. Looking to the past to learn how we might change our
future, he describes how societies tamed the excesses of the Industrial Revolution, which, like its
digital counterpart, demolished long-standing models of living, ruined harmonious environments and
altered the business world beyond recognition. Travelling across the globe, from India to Estonia,
Germany to Singapore, he investigates the best (and worst) practices in five key areas - regulation,
innovation, social responsibility, consumer choice and education - and concludes by examining
whether we are seeing the beginning of the end of the America-centric digital world. Powerful,
urgent and deeply engaging, How to Fix the Future vividly depicts what we must do if we are to try
to preserve human values in an increasingly digital world and what steps we might take as societies
and individuals to make the future something we can again look forward to.
  percival everett the fix: My Name Is Leon Kit de Waal, 2016-06-02 A TIMES and
INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE IRISH NOVEL PRIZE Soon to be a major BBC
film starring Sir Lenny Henry, Malachi Kirby, Monica Dolan, Olivia Williams and Christopher
Eccleston. It's 1981, a year of riots and royal weddings. The Dukes of Hazzard is on TV. Curly Wurlys
are in the shops. And trying to find a place in it all is nine-year-old Leon. He and his little brother
Jake have gone to live with Maureen. They've lost one home, but have they found another? Maureen
feeds and looks after them. She has wild red hair and mutters swearwords under her breath when
she thinks they can't hear. She claims everything will be okay. But will they ever see their mother
again? Who are the couple who secretly visit Jake? Between the street violence and the street
parties, Leon must find a way to reunite his family . . . 'Startlingly funny. Balances the gritty with the
feel good' Observer 'Vivid and endearing - a very powerful book' Emma Healey, bestselling author of
Elizabeth is Missing 'Authentic and beautiful, urgent and honest, this novel makes room in your
heart' Chris Cleave, bestselling author of The Other Hand SHORTLISTED FOR THE COSTA FIRST
NOVEL AWARD & THE DESMOND ELLIOT PRIZE
  percival everett the fix: Tinkers Paul Harding, 2019-01-01 Special edition of Paul Harding’s
Pulitzer Prize–winning debut novel—featuring a new foreword by Marilynne Robinson and book club
extras inside In this deluxe tenth anniversary edition, Marilynne Robinson introduces the beautiful
novel Tinkers, which begins with an old man who lies dying. As time collapses into memory, he
travels deep into his past, where he is reunited with his father and relives the wonder and pain of his
impoverished New England youth. At once heartbreaking and life affirming, Tinkers is an elegiac
meditation on love, loss, and the fierce beauty of nature. The story behind this New York Times
bestselling debut novel—the first independently published Pulitzer Prize winner since A Confederacy
of Dunces received the award nearly thirty years before—is as extraordinary as the elegant prose
within it. Inspired by his family’s history, Paul Harding began writing Tinkers when his rock band
broke up. Following numerous rejections from large publishers, Harding was about to shelve the
manuscript when Bellevue Literary Press offered a contract. After being accepted by BLP, but before
it was even published, the novel developed a following among independent booksellers from coast to
coast. Readers and critics soon fell in love, and it went on to receive the Pulitzer Prize, prompting
the New York Times to declare the novel’s remarkable success “the most dramatic literary
Cinderella story of recent memory.” That story is still being written as readers across the country
continue to discover this modern classic, which has now sold over half a million copies, proving once
again that great literature has a thriving and passionate audience. Paul Harding is the author of two



novels about multiple generations of a New England family: Enon and the Pulitzer Prize–winning
Tinkers. He teaches at Stony Brook Southampton.
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