other selves philosophers on friendship

other selves philosophers on friendship have long explored the nature of human relationships,
emphasizing the profound connection between individuals who recognize each other as distinct yet
intimately linked beings. This philosophical perspective views friendship not merely as a social bond
but as an encounter with another self, a relationship that transcends superficial interactions and
touches upon the core of human identity and mutual recognition. Throughout history, various
thinkers have contributed to this understanding, analyzing how friendship shapes moral
development, personal growth, and the experience of genuine otherness. This article delves into key
philosophical contributions to the concept of other selves in friendship, exploring classical, modern,
and contemporary viewpoints. It examines how these philosophers frame friendship as a dynamic
interplay between selfhood and otherness and considers the ethical implications arising from such
relationships. The discussion further highlights the significance of empathy, trust, and mutual
respect in fostering true friendships, aligning with the broader discourse on identity and
interpersonal connection. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of these
philosophical insights.

e (Classical Perspectives on Other Selves and Friendship
e Modern Philosophical Views on Friendship and Otherness
e Contemporary Theories: Ethics and the Other in Friendship

¢ Key Themes in Philosophical Discussions of Other Selves in Friendship

Classical Perspectives on Other Selves and Friendship

The classical philosophical tradition offers foundational insights into the concept of other selves in
friendship. Ancient philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle laid the groundwork for understanding
friendship as a relationship that involves recognizing and valuing the other as a distinct self. This
recognition is not merely an acknowledgment of another person’s existence but an appreciation of
their unique character and virtues.

Plato’s Dialogues on Friendship and the Other

Plato’s dialogues often highlight the transformative nature of friendship, where the self encounters

the other in a pursuit of truth and goodness. In works like the "Lysis," Plato explores how friendship
arises from a mutual desire for what is good and beneficial. The other is seen not as a rival but as a

complementary self whose presence enriches one’s understanding of virtue and the self.

Aristotle’s Notion of Friendship as Mutual Recognition

Aristotle famously categorized friendship into three types: friendships of utility, pleasure, and virtue.



The highest form, friendship of virtue, encapsulates the essence of other selves philosophers on
friendship by emphasizing mutual recognition of moral character. Such friendships require an
intimate knowing of the other’s virtues, fostering a relationship where both individuals aim to
promote each other’s flourishing.

e Friendship is based on mutual goodwill and shared values.
e True friendship involves a deep understanding and acceptance of the other self.

e Otherness in friendship is embraced as a means for personal growth and ethical development.

Modern Philosophical Views on Friendship and
Otherness

In the modern era, philosophers expanded on classical ideas by incorporating psychological and
existential dimensions into the understanding of other selves in friendship. The focus shifted toward
how individuals relate to others in contexts of freedom, individuality, and intersubjectivity.

Immanuel Kant and Moral Respect for the Other

Kantian philosophy emphasizes respect for persons as ends in themselves, which resonates with the
concept of other selves in friendship. For Kant, friendship involves recognizing the inherent dignity
and autonomy of the other, fostering relationships grounded in moral respect rather than
instrumental use. This approach underscores the ethical foundation necessary for genuine
friendships.

Jean-Paul Sartre and the Existential Encounter with the Other

Existentialist philosophy, particularly Sartre’s, presents the other as a crucial element in self-
awareness. In the context of friendship, the encounter with another self can be both affirming and
challenging, as it forces individuals to confront their own freedom and limitations. Sartre’s analysis
reveals the tension between self and other but also the possibility of authentic connection through
mutual recognition.

Contemporary Theories: Ethics and the Other in
Friendship

Contemporary philosophers continue to explore the ethical and phenomenological aspects of other
selves in friendship, often integrating insights from feminist, phenomenological, and relational ethics
perspectives. These theories emphasize the dynamic and ongoing nature of friendship as an ethical
practice involving vulnerability and openness.



Emmanuel Levinas and the Primacy of the Other

Levinas’s philosophy centers on the ethical responsibility to the other as a fundamental aspect of
human relationships. In friendship, this translates to an infinite obligation to recognize and respond
to the other’s alterity without attempting to reduce them to the self’s categories. Levinas’s thought
challenges conventional notions of friendship by prioritizing ethical responsiveness over reciprocity.

Contemporary Relational Ethics and Friendship

Contemporary relational ethics highlights how friendships are formed and sustained through mutual
care, trust, and respect for difference. This framework sees friendship as a space where other selves
are engaged with attentiveness to their distinct perspectives, fostering equality and shared growth
rather than domination or assimilation.

 Friendship as a dialogical and ethical practice.
e The importance of vulnerability and trust in recognizing otherness.

e Commitment to preserving the other’s uniqueness while nurturing the relationship.

Key Themes in Philosophical Discussions of Other
Selves in Friendship

The discourse surrounding other selves philosophers on friendship reveals several recurring themes
that are essential to understanding the complexity of this human bond. These themes illustrate how
friendship functions as a site of ethical engagement and identity formation.

Mutual Recognition and Identity

At the heart of philosophical reflections on friendship is the concept of mutual recognition.
Friendship involves seeing the other as a distinct self with their own values and experiences, which
in turn shapes one’s own identity. This reciprocal acknowledgment fosters self-awareness and
deepens interpersonal connection.

Ethical Responsibility and Care

Friendship entails an ethical responsibility to care for the other’s well-being without subsuming their
individuality. Philosophers emphasize that genuine friendship requires respecting boundaries,
offering support, and maintaining trust, all of which contribute to a balanced and enduring
relationship.



The Role of Empathy and Understanding

Empathy plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between selves in friendship. It allows individuals to
appreciate the other’s perspective and emotions, facilitating a compassionate and authentic
connection. Philosophical analyses often highlight empathy as a foundational skill for navigating the
complexities of otherness.

1. Recognition of the other’s unique identity.

2. Commitment to ethical care and respect.

3. Development of empathy to foster understanding.

4. Embracing vulnerability as a means of deepening trust.

5. Mutual growth through shared experiences and moral reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the 'other selves' philosophers in the context of
friendship?

The 'other selves' philosophers refer to thinkers who conceptualize friendship as a relationship
where friends are seen as extensions or reflections of oneself, emphasizing empathy, mutual
understanding, and shared identity.

How does Aristotle's view relate to the idea of 'other selves' in
friendship?

Aristotle viewed true friendship as a bond between people who wish good for each other for the
other's own sake, often describing friends as 'another self,' highlighting deep mutual respect and
similarity.

What role does empathy play in the 'other selves' philosophical
perspective on friendship?

Empathy is central, as it allows friends to understand and share each other's feelings, fostering a
sense of unity and seeing the friend as an extension of oneself.

How do contemporary philosophers interpret the concept of
‘other selves' in friendship?

Contemporary philosophers often explore 'other selves' in friendship by examining how



interpersonal relationships shape identity, emphasizing relational autonomy and the moral
significance of recognizing the other as a self.

Can the 'other selves' concept in friendship apply to online or
virtual friendships?

Yes, many argue that the 'other selves' concept extends to virtual friendships, as meaningful
connections and mutual understanding can be developed through digital communication, reflecting
similar psychological and emotional bonds.

What ethical implications arise from viewing friends as 'other
selves'?

This perspective promotes ethical behavior by encouraging individuals to treat friends with the same
care and respect as they would themselves, fostering altruism and moral responsibility within
friendships.

How does the 'other selves' philosophy address conflicts within
friendships?

It suggests that conflicts should be resolved through mutual understanding and empathy,
recognizing the friend's perspective as akin to one's own, thereby promoting reconciliation and
harmony.

Are there critiques of the 'other selves' view in friendship
philosophy?

Yes, some critiques argue that seeing friends as 'other selves' may overlook individuality and
difference, potentially imposing expectations that limit authentic interpersonal diversity.

How do Eastern philosophies relate to the 'other selves'
concept in friendship?

Eastern philosophies, such as Confucianism and Buddhism, often emphasize interconnectedness and
compassion, aligning with the 'other selves' idea by viewing friendship as a harmonious relationship
that transcends individual separateness.

What is the significance of 'other selves' in fostering deep and
lasting friendships?

Recognizing friends as 'other selves' encourages profound empathy, trust, and mutual care, which
are foundational for building enduring and meaningful friendships.



Additional Resources

1. “The Nicomachean Ethics” by Aristotle

This classic work by Aristotle explores the nature of virtue and the good life, dedicating significant
attention to the concept of friendship. Aristotle categorizes friendships into three types: friendships
of utility, pleasure, and virtue, emphasizing that the highest form is based on mutual goodness and
moral character. His insights continue to influence contemporary philosophical discussions on
interpersonal relationships and ethics.

2. “On Friendship” by Michel de Montaigne

Montaigne’s essay “On Friendship” reflects on the deep bond between friends, inspired by his own
relationship with Etienne de La Boétie. The work delves into themes of loyalty, trust, and the unique
intimacy that distinguishes true friendship from other social ties. Montaigne’s personal and
philosophical reflections highlight friendship as a profound and enriching human experience.

3. “The Art of Friendship” by Roger Horchow and Sally Horchow

This modern exploration discusses friendship from both a philosophical and practical perspective,
offering insights into building and maintaining meaningful relationships. The book blends historical
wisdom with contemporary advice, helping readers understand the dynamics of friendship in
everyday life. It serves as a guide to cultivating empathy, communication, and mutual support.

4. “Friendship: A Philosophical Reader” edited by Neera Kapur Badhwar

This anthology collects essential philosophical essays on friendship from ancient to modern thinkers,
providing a comprehensive overview of the topic. Contributors explore various dimensions of
friendship, including its ethical significance, psychological aspects, and social functions. The reader
is ideal for anyone interested in the diverse philosophical perspectives on human connections.

5. “The Ethics of Friendship” by Mark Vernon

Mark Vernon examines friendship through the lens of moral philosophy, arguing that friendships are
vital for ethical living and personal development. He discusses how friendships challenge self-
centeredness and foster virtues like kindness, honesty, and loyalty. The book combines philosophical
analysis with contemporary examples, making a compelling case for the ethical importance of
friendship.

6. “Friendship and the Self: A Study in Personal Identity” by Mary Ann Glendon

This work investigates the relationship between friendship and personal identity, questioning how
friendships shape and reflect our understanding of the self. Glendon explores philosophical theories
of the self while analyzing how deep friendships contribute to self-knowledge and authenticity. The
book offers an interdisciplinary approach, integrating philosophy, psychology, and sociology.

7. “The Uses of Friendship: Two Essays” by Michel de Montaigne

In this collection, Montaigne presents his profound thoughts on the purpose and value of friendship
in human life. He contrasts friendship with other social bonds, emphasizing its voluntary and
spiritual nature. His essays provide timeless insights into how friendship enriches human existence
beyond mere utility or pleasure.

8. “Friendship: Development, Ecology, and Evolution of a Relationship” by Daniel J. Hruschka
Hruschka approaches friendship from an interdisciplinary perspective, combining philosophy,
anthropology, and evolutionary biology. The book explores how friendships develop, their ecological
contexts, and their evolutionary significance in human societies. It offers a broad understanding of
friendship’s role in human survival and social cohesion.



9. “The Philosophy of Friendship” by Friedrich Nietzsche

Nietzsche’s reflections on friendship challenge traditional moral views, emphasizing individualism
and the transformative power of friendship. He views friendship as a space for personal growth,
conflict, and self-overcoming rather than mere comfort or support. His provocative ideas invite
readers to reconsider the dynamics and purposes of friendship in the quest for authenticity.
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Other Selves: Philosophers on Friendship - Exploring
the Bonds that Shape Us

This ebook delves into the profound philosophical explorations of friendship, examining how
different thinkers throughout history have conceived of the unique bond between individuals and its
impact on self-discovery, personal growth, and the overall human experience. We'll explore the
concept of "other selves," the idea that friends serve as mirrors reflecting aspects of ourselves we
might not otherwise see, and how this relationship shapes our understanding of who we are. This
exploration is crucial in understanding the complexities of human connection and its vital role in a
fulfilling life.

Ebook Title: Navigating the Labyrinth of Friendship: A Philosophical Exploration of "Other Selves"
Contents:

Introduction: Defining Friendship and the "Other Self" Concept

Chapter 1: Aristotle's Conception of Friendship: A Foundation for Understanding

Exploring the different types of friendship according to Aristotle (utility, pleasure, virtue).
Analyzing the role of reciprocity, shared activities, and mutual respect in Aristotelian friendship.
Examining the ethical dimensions of friendship and its contribution to a virtuous life.

Chapter 2: Friendship in the Stoic Tradition: Self-Mastery and Social Harmony

Discussing the Stoic emphasis on virtue, reason, and living in accordance with nature.
Examining how Stoic philosophy views friendship as a means of self-improvement and achieving
eudaimonia.

Analyzing the role of empathy, compassion, and shared values in Stoic friendships.

Chapter 3: The Existentialist Perspective: Friendship and Authenticity

Exploring the existentialist emphasis on individual freedom, responsibility, and the search for
meaning.

Analyzing how friendships can contribute to the development of authentic selves.

Examining the challenges and complexities of friendship in a world characterized by isolation and
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alienation.

Chapter 4: Contemporary Perspectives on Friendship: Psychology, Sociology, and Neuroscience
Reviewing recent research from psychology, sociology, and neuroscience on the benefits of
friendship.

Exploring the impact of social media and technology on friendships.

Discussing the challenges of maintaining friendships across diverse life stages and circumstances.
Conclusion: The Enduring Importance of Friendship in Human Life

Introduction: This section defines friendship, differentiating between casual acquaintances and deep
friendships, and introduces the central concept of the "other self" - the idea that friends act as
mirrors, reflecting aspects of our personalities and selves that we may not fully recognize on our
own. We establish the philosophical foundation for the exploration to follow.

Chapter 1: Aristotle's Conception of Friendship: This chapter examines Aristotle's profound analysis
of friendship, differentiating between friendships based on utility, pleasure, and virtue. It focuses on
the Aristotelian view of reciprocity, shared activities as central to cultivating strong bonds, and the
ethical dimensions inherent in true friendship as a pathway to a flourishing life.

Chapter 2: Friendship in the Stoic Tradition: This chapter explores how Stoic philosophers viewed
friendship as a crucial element in achieving a virtuous and fulfilling life. It emphasizes the role of
reason, self-mastery, and living in harmony with nature as foundational principles that shape Stoic
friendships, highlighting their emphasis on empathy and shared values.

Chapter 3: The Existentialist Perspective: This section dives into the existentialist view of friendship,
connecting it to the themes of authenticity, freedom, and the search for meaning. We explore how
existentialists perceive friendship as a crucial tool in confronting existential angst and building
genuine connections despite the inherent isolation of the human condition.

Chapter 4: Contemporary Perspectives: This chapter bridges the gap between classical philosophical
thought and contemporary research. We explore recent studies from psychology, sociology, and
neuroscience that highlight the cognitive, emotional, and physical benefits of strong social
connections. We also address the impact of technology and societal shifts on the nature of modern
friendships.

Conclusion: This concluding section summarizes the key arguments presented throughout the ebook,
emphasizing the enduring importance of friendship in human life, from ancient philosophical
perspectives to modern scientific findings. We re-iterate the significance of fostering meaningful
relationships for personal growth, well-being, and a richer understanding of self.

Keywords: friendship, philosophy, Aristotle, Stoicism,
Existentialism, other selves, self-discovery, personal growth,
social connection, human relationships, psychological well-
being, neuroscience, sociology, meaning of life, eudaimonia,
virtue, authenticity, reciprocity, empathy, compassion, social



media, technology, contemporary friendship.

FAQs:

1. What is the "other self" concept in friendship? The "other self" refers to the way friends reflect
aspects of our personality, values, and selves that we might not fully recognize on our own. They act
as mirrors, revealing hidden facets of who we are.

2. How does Aristotle define friendship? Aristotle defines three types: friendships of utility (based on
mutual benefit), friendships of pleasure (based on shared enjoyment), and friendships of virtue
(based on mutual respect and shared values). The last is considered the truest and most enduring.

3. What is the Stoic perspective on friendship? Stoics view friendship as a means of achieving
eudaimonia (flourishing) by fostering virtue, reason, and living in accordance with nature. Empathy
and shared values are key elements.

4. How do existentialists view friendship? Existentialists emphasize the role of friendship in the
search for authenticity and meaning in a world often characterized by isolation and alienation.
Friends help us to define and affirm our unique selves.

5. What are the psychological benefits of friendship? Research shows that strong friendships
contribute to increased happiness, improved mental and physical health, reduced stress, and greater
resilience in the face of adversity.

6. How has technology impacted friendship? Technology has both positive and negative impacts. It
facilitates connections across distances but can also lead to superficial interactions and a sense of

isolation despite being constantly "connected."

7. Are friendships important across all life stages? Yes, friendships are crucial throughout life,
providing support, companionship, and a sense of belonging at every stage of development.

8. What are some practical tips for nurturing friendships? Prioritize quality time, be a good listener,
offer support, practice empathy, and actively participate in shared activities.

9. How can philosophy help us understand friendship better? Philosophical inquiry provides
frameworks for understanding the nature of friendship, its ethical dimensions, and its role in human
flourishing, enriching our appreciation for its complexity and importance.

Related Articles:

1. The Ethics of Friendship: A Kantian Perspective: Explores Immanuel Kant's deontological



approach to friendship, focusing on the moral duties and obligations involved in maintaining strong
and ethical relationships.

2. Friendship and the Development of the Self: Discusses the psychological and developmental
aspects of friendship, exploring how it contributes to identity formation and self-understanding.

3. The Neuroscience of Friendship: Brain Mechanisms and Social Bonding: Investigates the
neurological basis of friendship, exploring the brain regions and neurochemicals involved in social
connection and attachment.

4. Friendship in the Digital Age: Challenges and Opportunities: Examines the impact of social media
and technology on the formation, maintenance, and nature of friendships in the contemporary world.

5. The Sociology of Friendship: Networks, Groups, and Social Capital: Analyzes friendship from a
sociological perspective, exploring its role in creating social networks and generating social capital.

6. Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics and the Meaning of Friendship: A detailed examination of
Aristotle's views on friendship as presented in his Nicomachean Ethics, including a thorough
analysis of his different types of friendship.

7. Stoic Practices for Cultivating Meaningful Friendships: Presents practical Stoic techniques and
exercises for strengthening friendships and fostering authentic connections.

8. Existentialism and the Search for Authentic Connection: Explores how existentialist philosophy
illuminates the challenges and rewards of forming meaningful relationships in a seemingly
meaningless world.

9. The Power of Vulnerability in Friendship: Brené Brown's Insights: Explores the importance of
vulnerability in building deep and lasting friendships, drawing upon the work of Brené Brown and
related research.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Other Selves Michael Pakaluk, 1991-01-01 .

other selves philosophers on friendship: On Friendship Alexander Nehamas, 2016-05-03 An
eminent philosopher reflects on the nature of friendship, past and present Friends are a constant
feature of our lives, yet friendship itself is difficult to define. Even Michel de Montaigne, author of
the seminal essay Of Friendship, found it nearly impossible to account for the great friendship of his
life. Why is something so commonplace and universal so hard to grasp? What is it about the nature
of friendship that proves so elusive? In On Friendship, the acclaimed philosopher Alexander
Nehamas launches an original and far-ranging investigation of friendship. Exploring the long history
of philosophical thinking on the subject, from Aristotle to Emerson and beyond, and drawing on
examples from literature, art, drama, and his own life, Nehamas shows that for centuries, friendship
was as much a public relationship as it was a private one-inseparable from politics and commerce,
favors and perks. Now that it is more firmly in the private realm, Nehamas holds, close friendship is
central to the good life. Profound and affecting, On Friendship sheds light on why we love our
friends-and how they determine who we are, and who we might become.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Aristotle and the Philosophy of Friendship
Lorraine Smith Pangle, 2002-11-14 This book offers a comprehensive account of the major
philosophical works on friendship and its relationship to self-love. The book gives central place to
Aristotle's searching examination of friendship in the Nicomachean Ethics. Lorraine Pangle argues
that the difficulties surrounding this discussion are soon dispelled once one understands the purpose



of the Ethics as both a source of practical guidance for life and a profound, theoretical investigation
into human nature. The book also provides fresh interpretations of works on friendship by Plato,
Cicero, Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne and Bacon. The author shows how each of these thinkers sheds
light on central questions of moral philosophy: is human sociability rooted in neediness or strength?
is the best life chiefly solitary, or dedicated to a community with others? Clearly structured and
engagingly written, this book will appeal to a broad swathe of readers across philosophy, classics
and political science.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Friendship Neera Kapur Badhwar, 1993 There has
been a marked revival of interest among philosophers in the topic of friendship. This collection of
fifteen essays presents an admirable range of the diverse contemporary approaches to friendship
within philosophy. The book is divided into three sections. The first centers on the nature of
friendship, the difference between friendship and other personal loves, and the importance of
friendship in the individual's life. The second section discusses the moral significance of friendship
and the response of various ethical theories and theorists (Aristotelian, Christian, Kantian, and
consequentialist) to the phenomenon of friendship. The last section deals with the importance of
personal and civic friendship in a good society. Badhwar's introduction is a comprehensive critical
discussion of the issues raised by the essays: it relates them to each other, as well as to historical
and contemporary discussions not included in the anthology, thus providing the reader with an
integrated overview of the essays and their place in the larger philosophical picture. Contributors:
Robert M. Adams; Julia Annas; Neera Kapur Badhwar; Marcia Baron; Lawrence Blum; Nathaniel
Branden; John M. Cooper; Marilyn Friedman; C. S. Lewis; H. J. Paton; Peter Railton; Amelie O.
Rorty; Mary Lyndon Shanley; Nancy Sherman; Michael Stocker; Laurence Thomas

other selves philosophers on friendship: First, Second, and Other Selves Jennifer Whiting,
2016 In her essay collection First, Second, and Other Selves: Essays on Friendship and Personal
Identity, well-known scholar of ancient philosophy Jennifer Whiting uses Aristotle's theories on
friendship as a springboard to engage with contemporary philosophical work on personal identity
and moral psychology.

other selves philosophers on friendship: The Philosophy of Friendship M. Vernon,
2005-09-08 In this new accessible philosophy of friendship, Mark Vernon links the resources of the
philosophical tradition with numerous illustrations from modern culture to ask what friendship is,
how it relates to sex, work, politics and spirituality. Unusually, he argues that Plato and Nietzsche,
as much as Aristotle and Aelred, should be put centre stage. Their penetrating and occasionally
tough insights are invaluable if friendship is to be a full, not merely sentimental, way of life for
today.

other selves philosophers on friendship: On Friendship Aristotle, 1940

other selves philosophers on friendship: Rediscovering Political Friendship Paul W.
Ludwig, 2020-01-09 Applies Aristotle's argument - that citizenship is like friendship - to the liberal
and democratic societies of the present day.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Socrates on Friendship and Community Mary P.
Nichols, 2009 In Socrates on Friendship and Community, Mary P. Nichols addresses Kierkegaard's
and Nietzsche's criticism of Socrates and recovers the place of friendship and community in Socratic
philosophizing. This approach stands in contrast to the modern philosophical tradition, in which
Plato's Socrates has been viewed as an alienating influence on Western thought and life. Nichols'
rich analysis of both dramatic details and philosophic themes in Plato's Symposium, Phaedras, and
Lysis shows how love finds its fulfilment in the reciprocal relation of friends. Nichols also shows how
friends experience another as their own and themselves as belonging to another. Their experience,
she argues, both sheds light on the nature of philosophy and serves as a standard for a political life
that does justice to human freedom and community.

other selves philosophers on friendship: On Friendship Michel de Montaigne, 2005-09-06
From the 100-part Penguin Great Ideas series comes a rumination on relationships, courtesy of one
of the most influential French Renaissance philosophers. Michel de Montaigne was the originator of



the modern essay form; in these diverse pieces he expresses his views on friendship, contemplates
the idea that man is no different from any animal, argues that all cultures should be respected, and
attempts, by an exploration of himself, to understand the nature of humanity. Penguin Great Ideas:
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see
ourselves—and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war, and revolution. They have
enlightened, outraged, provoked, and comforted. They have enriched lives—and destroyed them.
Now Penguin Great Ideas brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals, and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are. Other titles in the series
include Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince, Thomas Paine's Common Sense, and Charles Darwin's On
Natural Selection.

other selves philosophers on friendship: The Politics of Friendship Jacques Derrida,
2020-10-13 The most influential of contemporary philosophers, Jacques Derrida, explores the idea of
friendship—and its political consequences, past and future—through writings by Aristotle, Nietzsche,
Cicero, and more. Until relatively recently, Jacques Derrida was seen by many as nothing more than
the high priest of Deconstruction, by turns stimulating and fascinating, yet always somewhat
disengaged from the central political questions of our time. Or so it seemed. Derrida’s “political
turn,” marked especially by the appearance of Specters of Marx, has surprised some and delighted
others. In The Politics of Friendship Derrida renews and enriches this orientation through an
examination of the political history of the idea of friendship pursued down the ages. Derrida’s
thoughts are haunted throughout the book by the strange and provocative address attributed to
Aristotle, “my friends, there is no friend” and its inversions by later philosophers such as Montaigne,
Kant, Nietzsche, Schmitt and Blanchot. The exploration allows Derrida to recall and restage the
ways in which all the oppositional couples of Western philosophy and political thought—friendship
and enmity, private and public life—have become madly and dangerously unstable. At the same time
he dissects genealogy itself, the familiar and male-centered notion of fraternity and the virile virtue
whose authority has gone unquestioned in our culture of friendship and our models of democracy
The future of the political, for Derrida, becomes the future of friends, the invention of a radically
new friendship, of a deeper and more inclusive democracy. This remarkable book, his most
profoundly important for many years, offers a challenging and inspiring vision of that future.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Nicomachean Ethics Aristotle, 2019-11-05

other selves philosophers on friendship: Contemplating Friendship in Aristotle's Ethics
Ann Ward, 2016-09-30 Examines how Aristotle posits political philosophy and the experience of
friendship as a means to bind strictly intellectual virtue with morality. In this book, Ann Ward
explores Aristotle[]s Nicomachean Ethics, focusing on the progressive structure of the argument.
Aristotle begins by giving an account of moral virtue from the perspective of the moral agent, only to
find that the account itself highlights fundamental tensions within the virtues that push the moral
agent into the realm of intellectual virtue. However, the existence of an intellectual realm separate
from the moral realm can lead to lack of self-restraint. Aristotle, Ward argues, locates political
philosophy and the experience of friendship as possible solutions to the problem of lack of
self-restraint, since political philosophy thinks about the human things in a universal way, and
friendship grounds the pursuit of the good which is happiness understood as contemplation. Ward
concludes that Aristotle[Js philosophy of friendship points to the embodied intellect of timocratic
friends and mothers in their activity of mothering as engaging in the highest form of contemplation
and thus living the happiest life.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Form of Politics John von Heyking, 2016-06-01
For statesmen, friendship is the lingua franca of politics. Considering the connections between
personal and political friendship, John von Heyking’s The Form of Politics interprets the texts of
Plato and Aristotle and emphasizes the role that friendship has in enduring philosophical and
contemporary political contexts. Beginning with a discussion on virtue-friendship, described by
Aristotle and Plato as an agreement on what qualifies as the pursuit of good, The Form of Politics
demonstrates that virtue and political friendship form a paradoxical relationship in which political



friendships need to be nourished by virtue-friendships that transcend the moral and intellectual
horizons of the political society. Von Heyking then examines Aristotle’s ethical and political writings
- which are set within the boundaries of political life - and Plato’s dialogues on friendship in Lysis
and the Laws, which characterize political friendship as festivity. Ultimately, arguing that friendship
is the high point of a virtuous political life, von Heyking presents a fresh interpretation of Aristotle
and Plato’s political thought, and a new take on the most essential goals in politics. Inviting
reassessment of the relationship between friendship and politics by returning to the origins of
Western philosophy, The Form of Politics is a lucid work on the foundations of political cooperation.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Aristotle and the Virtues Howard J. Curzer, 2012-03
Howard J. Curzer presents a fresh new reading of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, which brings each
of the virtues alive. He argues that justice and friendship are symbiotic in Aristotle's view; reveals
how virtue ethics is not only about being good, but about becoming good; and describes Aristotle's
ultimate quest to determine happiness.

other selves philosophers on friendship: The Infidel and the Professor Dennis C.
Rasmussen, 2019-06-04 Dearest friends -- The cheerful skeptic (1711-1749) -- Encountering Hume
(1723-1749) -- A budding friendship (1750-1754) -- The historian and the Kirk (1754-1759) --
Theorizing the moral sentiments (1759) -- Féted in France (1759-1766) -- Quarrel with a wild
philosopher (1766-1767) -- Mortally sick at sea (1767-1775) -- Inquiring into the Wealth of Nations
(1776) -- Dialoguing about natural religion (1776) -- A philosopher's death (1776) -- Ten times more
abuse (1776-1777) -- Smith's final years in Edinburgh (1777-1790) -- Hume's My Own Life and
Smith's Letter from Adam Smith, LL. D. to William Strahan, Esq

other selves philosophers on friendship: Ancient and Medieval Concepts of Friendship
Suzanne Stern-Gillet, Gary M. Gurtler, S.J., 2014-11-13 Charts the stages of the history of friendship
as a philosophical concept in the Western world. Focusing on Plato and Aristotle, the Stoics and
Epicureans, and early Christian and Medieval sources, Ancient and Medieval Concepts of Friendship
brings together assessments of different philosophical accounts of friendship. This volume sketches
the evolution of the concept from ancient ideals of friendship applying strictly to relationships
between men of high social position to Christian concepts that treat friendship as applicable to all
but are concerned chiefly with the soul[]s relation to God[Jand that ascribe a secondary status to
human relationships. The book concludes with two essays examining how this complex heritage was
received during the Enlightenment, looking in particular to Immanuel Kant and Friedrich Holderlin.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Friendship as Sacred Knowing Samuel Kimbriel,
2014 We are haunted, Samuel Kimbriel suggests, by a habit of isolation buried, often imperceptibly,
within our practices of understanding and relating to the world. In this volume he works through the
complexities of this disposition to contest its place within contemporary philosophical thought and
practice. He focuses on the human activity of friendship. Chapters one and two examine friendship
to unearth the contours of this habit towards isolation and to reveal certain ills that have long
attended it. Chapters three through seven place these isolated ways of relating to the world into
critical dialogue with the tradition of late-antique and early-medieval Johannine Christianity, in
which intimacy and understanding go hand in hand. This tradition drew the human activities of
friendship and enquiry into such unity that understanding itself became a kind of communion.
Kimbriel endorses a return to an antique and particularly Christian philosophical habit - the
befriending of wisdom.

other selves philosophers on friendship: How to Be a Friend Marcus Tullius Cicero,
2018-10-09 A splendid new translation of one of the greatest books on friendship ever written In a
world where social media, online relationships, and relentless self-absorption threaten the very idea
of deep and lasting friendships, the search for true friends is more important than ever. In this short
book, which is one of the greatest ever written on the subject, the famous Roman politician and
philosopher Cicero offers a compelling guide to finding, keeping, and appreciating friends. With wit
and wisdom, Cicero shows us not only how to build friendships but also why they must be a key part
of our lives. For, as Cicero says, life without friends is not worth living. Filled with timeless advice




and insights, Cicero’s heartfelt and moving classic—written in 44 BC and originally titled De
Amicitia—has inspired readers for more than two thousand years, from St. Augustine and Dante to
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. Presented here in a lively new translation with the original Latin
on facing pages and an inviting introduction, How to Be a Friend explores how to choose the right
friends, how to avoid the pitfalls of friendship, and how to live with friends in good times and bad.
Cicero also praises what he sees as the deepest kind of friendship—one in which two people find in
each other “another self” or a kindred soul. An honest and eloquent guide to finding and treasuring
true friends, How to Be a Friend speaks as powerfully today as when it was first written.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Sex, Love, and Friendship Adrianne Leigh McEvoy,
2011-08 The joke is that all the prostitutes go on vacation when the philosophers come to town. The
reason that the other conventioneers do it; philosophers just talk about it. And talk about sex and
love, and friendship is what the contributors to this volume do! They talk and argue, split hairs and
clarify, all trying to advance our understanding of this most interesting practice of the human
species. Some of the best minds on three continents, from four nations, and eighteen of the United
States discuss such topics as adultery, commitment, cross dressing, gender politics, date rape,
family, friendship, friends as lovers, gayness, love, marital pluralism, marriage, prostitution,
religiously motivated anti-queer sentiments, same sex marriage, seduction, and self-respect. Rather
than preach, participants probe our attitudes and practices involving these issues with the aim of
better understanding the broad range of sexual practices of our species. The result is a collection of
stimulating essays that can enliven class discussions as well as provide guidance for the sexually
perplexed. The work is accessible to readers from high school through college and beyond.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Plato's Dialogue on Friendship Plato, David Bolotin,
1989 Originally published in 1979, Plato's Dialogue on Friendship is the first book-length
interpretation of the Lysis in English, offering both a full analysis and a literal translation of this
frequently neglected Platonic dialogue. David Bolotin interprets the Lysis as an important work in its
own right and places it in the context of Plato's other writings. He attempts to show that despite
Socrates' apparent failure to discover what a friend is, a coherent understanding of friendship
emerges in the Lysis. His commentary follows the dialogue closely, and his interpretation unfolds
gradually, as he is providing a detailed summary of the Lysis itself. Mr. Bolotin's translation captures
the playfulness and rich ambiguities of the Lysis and its effectiveness as conversational drama. His
book, written with precision and clarity, should be useful to students of political philosophy and
ancient philosophy.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Gilles Deleuze's ABCs Charles ]. Stivale, 2008-02-04
Stivale's analysis offers an intimate view into the thought of one of the greatest thinkers of our time.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Aristotle's Philosophy of Friendship Suzanne
Stern-Gillet, 1995-01-01 Presents the major issues in Aristotle's writings on Friendship.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Aristotle's Dialogue with Socrates Ronna Burger,
2009-07-01 What is the good life for a human being? Aristotle’s exploration of this question in the
Nicomachean Ethics has established it as a founding work of Western philosophy, though its
teachings have long puzzled readers and provoked spirited discussion. Adopting a radically new
point of view, Ronna Burger deciphers some of the most perplexing conundrums of this influential
treatise by approaching it as Aristotle’s dialogue with the Platonic Socrates. Tracing the argument of
the Ethics as it emerges through that approach, Burger’s careful reading shows how Aristotle
represents ethical virtue from the perspective of those devoted to it while standing back to examine
its assumptions and implications. “This is the best book I have read on Aristotle’s Nicomachean
Ethics. It is so well crafted that reading it is like reading the Ethics itself, in that it provides an
education in ethical matters that does justice to all sides of the issues.”—Mary P. Nichols, Baylor
University

other selves philosophers on friendship: How to Be an Epicurean Catherine Wilson,
2019-09-24 A leading philosopher shows that if the pursuit of happiness is the question,
Epicureanism is the answer Epicureanism has a reputation problem, bringing to mind gluttons with




gout or an admonition to eat, drink, and be merry. In How to Be an Epicurean, philosopher
Catherine Wilson shows that Epicureanism isn't an excuse for having a good time: it's a means to
live a good life. Although modern conveniences and scientific progress have significantly improved
our quality of life, many of the problems faced by ancient Greeks -- love, money, family, politics --
remain with us in new forms. To overcome these obstacles, the Epicureans adopted a philosophy
that promoted reason, respect for the natural world, and reverence for our fellow humans. By
applying this ancient wisdom to a range of modern problems, from self-care routines and romantic
entanglements to issues of public policy and social justice, Wilson shows us how we can all fill our
lives with purpose and pleasure.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Kierkegaard and the Problem of Self-Love John
Lippitt, 2013-04-25 The problem of whether we should love ourselves - and if so how - has particular
resonance within Christian thought and is an important yet underinvestigated theme in the writings
of Sgren Kierkegaard. In Works of Love, Kierkegaard argues that the friendships and romantic
relationships which we typically treasure most are often merely disguised forms of 'selfish' self-love.
Yet in this nuanced and subtle account, John Lippitt shows that Kierkegaard also provides valuable
resources for responding to the challenge of how we can love ourselves, as well as others. Lippitt
relates what it means to love oneself properly to such topics as love of God and neighbour,
friendship, romantic love, self-denial and self-sacrifice, trust, hope and forgiveness. The book
engages in detail with Works of Love, related Kierkegaard texts and important recent studies, and
also addresses a wealth of wider literature in ethics, moral psychology and philosophy of religion.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Friendfluence Carlin Flora, 2013-01-15 Discover
the unexpected ways friends influence our personalities, choices, emotions, and even physical health
in this fun and compelling examination of friendship, based on the latest scientific research and
ever-relatable anecdotes. Why is dinner with friends often more laughter filled and less fraught than
a meal with family? Although some say it’s because we choose our friends, it’s also because we
expect less of them than we do of relatives. While we’re busy scrutinizing our romantic relationships
and family dramas, our friends are quietly but strongly influencing everything from the articles we
read to our weight fluctuations, from our sex lives to our overall happiness levels. Evolutionary
psychologists have long theorized that friendship has roots in our early dependence on others for
survival. These days, we still cherish friends but tend to undervalue their role in our lives. However,
the skills one needs to make good friends are among the very skills that lead to success in life, and
scientific research has recently exploded with insights about the meaningful and enduring ways
friendships influence us. With people marrying later—and often not at all—and more families having
just one child, these relationships may be gaining in importance. The evidence even suggests that at
times friends have a greater hand in our development and well-being than do our romantic partners
and relatives. Friends see each other through the process of growing up, shape each other’s
interests and outlooks, and, painful though it may be, expose each other’s rough edges. Childhood
and adolescence, in particular, are marked by the need to create distance between oneself and one’s
parents while forging a unique identity within a group of peers, but friends continue to influence us,
in ways big and small, straight through old age. Perpetually busy parents who turn to friends—for
intellectual stimulation, emotional support, and a good dose of merriment—find a perfect outlet to
relieve the pressures of raising children. In the office setting, talking to a friend for just a few
minutes can temporarily boost one’s memory. While we romanticize the idea of the lone genius,
friendship often spurs creativity in the arts and sciences. And in recent studies, having close friends
was found to reduce a person’s risk of death from breast cancer and coronary disease, while having
a spouse was not. Friendfluence surveys online-only pals, friend breakups, the power of social
networks, envy, peer pressure, the dark side of amicable ties, and many other varieties of friendship.
Told with warmth, scientific rigor, and a dash of humor, Friendfluence not only illuminates and
interprets the science but draws on clinical psychology and philosophy to help readers evaluate and
navigate their own important friendships.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Answers for Aristotle Massimo Pigliucci, 2012-10-02



Philosopher and biologist Massimo Pigliucci uses the combination of science and philosophy to
answer questions about morality, love, friendship, justice, and politics.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Emerson & Thoreau John T. Lysaker, William John
Rossi, 2010 This lively volume explores the theme of friendship in the lives and works of Ralph
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Written from diverse perspectives, the essays offer close
readings of selected texts and draw on letters and journals to offer a comprehensive view of how
Emerson's and Thoreau's friendships took root and bolstered their individual political, social, and
ethical projects. This collection explores how Emerson and Thoreau, in their own ways, conceived of
friendship as the creation of shared meaning in light of personal differences, tragedy and loss, and
changing life circumstances. Emerson and Thoreau presents important reflections on the role of
friendship in the lives of individuals and in global culture.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Commentary on Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics
Saint Thomas (Aquinas), 1993 The fine editions of the Aristotelian Commentary Series make
available long out-of-print commentaries of St. Thomas on Aristotle. Each volume has the full text of
Aristotle with Bekker numbers, followed by the commentary of St. Thomas, cross-referenced using
an easily accessible mode of referring to Aristotle in the Commentary. Each volume is beautifully
printed and bound using the finest materials. All copies are printed on acid-free paper and Smyth
sewn. They will last.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Anam Cara John O'Donohue, 2009-03-17 Anam
Cara is a rare synthesis of philosophy, poetry, and spirituality. This work will have a powerful and
life-transforming experience for those who read it. —Deepak Chopra John O'Donohue, poet,
philosopher, and scholar, guides you through the spiritual landscape of the Irish imagination. In
Anam Cara, Gaelic for soul friend, the ancient teachings, stories, and blessings of Celtic wisdom
provide such profound insights on the universal themes of friendship, solitude, love, and death as:
Light is generous The human heart is never completely born Love as ancient recognition The body is
the angel of the soul Solitude is luminous Beauty likes neglected places The passionate heart never
ages To be natural is to be holy Silence is the sister of the divine Death as an invitation to freedom

other selves philosophers on friendship: A Social Theory of Freedom Mariam Thalos,
2016-03-17 In A Social Theory of Freedom, Mariam Thalos argues that the theory of human freedom
should be a broadly social and political theory, rather than a theory that places itself in opposition to
the issue of determinism. Thalos rejects the premise that a theory of freedom is fundamentally a
theory of the metaphysics of constraint and, instead, lays out a political conception of freedom that
is closely aligned with questions of social identity, self-development in contexts of intimate
relationships, and social solidarity. Thalos argues that whether a person is free (in any context)
depends upon a certain relationship of fit between that agent’s conception of themselves (both
present and future), on the one hand, and the facts of their circumstances, on the other. Since
relationships of fit are broadly logical, freedom is a logic—it is the logic of fit between one’s
aspirations and one’s circumstances, what Thalos calls the logic of agency. The logic of agency, once
fleshed out, becomes a broadly social and political theory that encompasses one’s self-conceptions as
well as how these self-conceptions are generated, together with how they fit with the circumstances
of one’s life. The theory of freedom proposed in this volume is fundamentally a political one.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Doctor Strange and Philosophy Mark D. White,
2018-05-29 Explore the mind and world of the brilliant neurosurgeon-turned-Sorcerer Supreme
Doctor Stephen Strange Marvel Comics legends Stan Lee and Steve Ditko first introduced Doctor
Stephen Strange to the world in 1963—and his spellbinding adventures have wowed comic book fans
ever since. Over fifty years later, the brilliant neurosurgeon-turned-Sorcerer Supreme has finally
travelled from the pages of comics to the big screen, introducing a new generation of fans to his
mind-bending mysticism and self-sacrificing heroics. In Doctor Strange and Philosophy, Mark D.
White takes readers on a tour through some of the most interesting and unusual philosophical
questions which surround Stephen Strange and his place in the Marvel Universe. Essays from
two-dozen Philosophers Supreme illuminate how essential philosophical concepts, including



existentialism, epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics, relate to the world of Doctor Strange. Fans
will find answers to all their Strange questions: How does Doctor Strange reconcile his beliefs in
science and magic? What does his astral self say about the relationship between mind and body?
Why is he always so alone? And what does he mean when he says we're just “tiny momentary specks
within an indifferent universe”—and why was he wrong? You won’t need the Eye of Agamotto to
comprehend all that is wise within. Doctor Strange and Philosophy offers comic book fans and
philosophers alike the chance to dive deeper into the world of one of Marvel’s most mystical
superheroes.

other selves philosophers on friendship: On Loyalty and Loyalties John Kleinig, 2014-05-02
Deep friendship may express profound loyalty, but so too may virulent nationalism. What can and
should we say about this Janus-faced virtue of the will? This volume explores at length the contours
of an important and troubling virtue -- its cognates, contrasts, and perversions; its strengths and
weaknesses; its awkward relations with universal morality; its oppositional form and limits; as well
as the ways in which it functions in various associative connections, such as friendship and familial
relations, organizations and professions, nations, countries, and religious tradition.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Paul and the Giants of Philosophy Joseph R. Dodson,
David E. Briones, 2019-10-15 How was the apostle Paul influenced by the great philosophers of his
age? Dodson and Briones have gathered contributors with diverse views who aim to make Paul's
engagement with ancient philosophy accessible. These essays address Paul's interaction with
Greco-Roman philosophical thinking on a particular topic, including discussion questions and
reading lists to help readers engage the material further.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Friendship and Technology Tiffany A. Petricini,
2022-03-02 This book explores the nature of technology - participatory media in particular - and its
effects on our friendships and our fundamental sense of togetherness. Situating the notion of
friendship in the modern era, the author examines the possibilities and challenges of technology on
our friendships. Taking a media ecology approach to interpersonal communication, she looks at
issues around phenomenology, recognition of friends as unique, hermeneutics in a digital world and
mediated communication, social dimensions of time and space, and communication ethics.
Examining friendship as a communicative phenomenon and exploring the ways in which it is created,
sustained, managed, produced, and reproduced, this book will be relevant to scholars and students
of interpersonal communication, mediated communication, communication theory and philosophy,
and media ecology. This book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781003188810/friendship-technology-tiffany-pe
tricini

other selves philosophers on friendship: The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck Mark Manson,
2016-09-13 #1 New York Times Bestseller Over 10 million copies sold In this generation-defining
self-help guide, a superstar blogger cuts through the crap to show us how to stop trying to be
positive all the time so that we can truly become better, happier people. For decades, we've been
told that positive thinking is the key to a happy, rich life. F**k positivity, Mark Manson says. Let’s be
honest, shit is f**ked and we have to live with it. In his wildly popular Internet blog, Manson doesn’t
sugarcoat or equivocate. He tells it like it is—a dose of raw, refreshing, honest truth that is sorely
lacking today. The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F**k is his antidote to the coddling, let’s-all-feel-good
mindset that has infected American society and spoiled a generation, rewarding them with gold
medals just for showing up. Manson makes the argument, backed both by academic research and
well-timed poop jokes, that improving our lives hinges not on our ability to turn lemons into
lemonade, but on learning to stomach lemons better. Human beings are flawed and limited—not
everybody can be extraordinary, there are winners and losers in society, and some of it is not fair or
your fault. Manson advises us to get to know our limitations and accept them. Once we embrace our
fears, faults, and uncertainties, once we stop running and avoiding and start confronting painful
truths, we can begin to find the courage, perseverance, honesty, responsibility, curiosity, and




forgiveness we seek. There are only so many things we can give a f**k about so we need to figure
out which ones really matter, Manson makes clear. While money is nice, caring about what you do
with your life is better, because true wealth is about experience. A much-needed
grab-you-by-the-shoulders-and-look-you-in-the-eye moment of real-talk, filled with entertaining
stories and profane, ruthless humor, The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F**k is a refreshing slap for a
generation to help them lead contented, grounded lives.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Milwaukee Television History Dick Golembiewski,
2008 Milwaukee - not New York, Chicago or Los Angeleswas the scene of a number of television
firsts: The Journal Company filed the very first application for a commercial TV license with the FCC
in 1938. The first female program director and news director in a major market were both at
Milwaukee stations. The city was a major battleground in the VHF vs. UHF war that began in the
1950s. The battle to put an educational TV station on the air was fought at the national, state and
local levels by the Milwaukee Vocational School. WMVS-TV was the first educational TV station to
run a regular schedule of colorcasts, and WMVT was the site of the first long-distance rest of a
digital over-theair signal. This detailed story of the rich history of the city's television stations since
1930 is told through facts, anecdotes, and quotations from the on-air talent, engineers, and
managers who conceived, constructed, and put the stations on the air. Included are discussions of
the many locally-produced shows - often done live - that once made up a large part of a station's
broadcast day. Through these stories - some told here for the first time - and the book's extensive
photographic images, the history of Milwaukee television comes alive again for the reader. From the
first early tests using mechanical scanning methods in the 1930s, through the first successful digital
television tests, the politics, conflicts, triumphs, and failures of Milwaukee's television stations are
described in fascinating detail. --Book Jacket.

other selves philosophers on friendship: Philosophy Between the Lines Arthur M. Melzer,
2014-09-09 “Shines a floodlight on a topic that has been cloaked in obscurity . . . a landmark work in
both intellectual history and political theory” (The Wall Street Journal). Philosophical
esotericism—the practice of communicating one’s unorthodox thoughts “between the lines”—was a
common practice until the end of the eighteenth century. Despite its long and well-documented
history, however, esotericism is often dismissed today as a rare occurrence. But by ignoring
esotericism, we risk cutting ourselves off from a full understanding of Western philosophical
thought. Walking readers through both an ancient (Plato) and a modern (Machiavelli) esoteric work,
Arthur M. Melzer explains what esotericism is—and is not. It relies not on secret codes, but simply
on a more intensive use of familiar rhetorical techniques like metaphor, irony, and insinuation.
Melzer explores the various motives that led thinkers in different times and places to engage in this
strange practice, while also exploring the motives that lead more recent thinkers not only to dislike
and avoid this practice but to deny its very existence. In the book’s final section, “A Beginner’s Guide
to Esoteric Reading,” Melzer turns to how we might once again cultivate the long-forgotten art of
reading esoteric works. The first comprehensive, book-length study of the history and theoretical
basis of philosophical esotericism, Philosophy Between the Lines is “a treasure-house of insight and
learning. It is that rare thing: an eye-opening book . . . By making the world before Enlightenment
appear as strange as it truly was, [Melzer] makes our world stranger than we think it is” (George
Kateb, Professor of Politics, Emeritus, at Princeton University). “Brilliant, pellucid, and meticulously
researched.” —City Journal

other selves philosophers on friendship: Justice and Reciprocity in Aristotle's Political
Philosophy Kazutaka Inamura, 2015-09-17 Examines Aristotle's approaches to how to develop a
political community based on the notions of justice and friendship.
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