
notarized letter for spousal support

notarized letter for spousal support is a crucial legal document used to formalize agreements or statements
regarding financial support between spouses, particularly during separation or divorce proceedings. This type
of letter, when notarized, holds significant weight in court and legal matters because it confirms the
authenticity of the signatures and the voluntary nature of the agreement. Understanding the purpose, essential
elements, and legal implications of a notarized letter for spousal support can help individuals navigate the
complexities of family law more effectively. This article explores the definition, uses, and procedural steps
involved in obtaining a notarized letter for spousal support, as well as key considerations to ensure its
enforceability. Additionally, it discusses common scenarios where such letters are applicable and offers
guidance on how to draft one properly.
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Understanding a Notarized Letter for Spousal Support

A notarized letter for spousal support is a written document that outlines the terms of financial support one
spouse agrees to provide to the other, and it is officially certified by a notary public. The notarization
process involves the notary verifying the identity of the person signing the letter and witnessing the signing to
ensure it is done willingly and without coercion. This verification lends credibility and legal weight to the
document, making it a valuable piece of evidence in family law cases. Such letters often serve as informal
agreements or supplements to formal court orders, depending on the circumstances and jurisdiction.

Definition and Purpose

The primary purpose of a notarized letter for spousal support is to document an agreement or acknowledgment
regarding financial assistance between spouses. Unlike court orders, which are issued by judges following
litigation, a notarized letter typically results from mutual consent and can be used to clarify or reinforce
spousal support arrangements. By having the letter notarized, the parties involved reduce the risk of disputes
about the authenticity or voluntariness of the document later on.

When is a Notarized Letter Needed?

Notarized letters for spousal support are often needed in situations where informal agreements are made
outside of court or when parties want to supplement existing legal documents. For example, spouses who
negotiate their own support terms during separation may draft a letter to record their agreement.
Additionally, these letters can be used to confirm modifications to support payments or to acknowledge
receipt of payments.



Purpose and Legal Importance

The legal significance of a notarized letter for spousal support lies in its ability to serve as admissible
evidence in court and to demonstrate the parties' intent clearly. Courts prefer notarized documents because
notarization provides an official layer of authentication. This can be particularly important in disputes where
one party may contest the existence or terms of a support agreement.

Enhancing Credibility and Enforceability

A notarized letter carries more credibility than a simple written agreement because a notary public confirms the
identity of the signatories and ensures the signing is voluntary. This process helps prevent fraud and coercion,
which can undermine the enforceability of spousal support agreements. In many cases, a notarized letter can be
used as evidence to enforce payment or to prove an agreement’s existence in the absence of a formal court order.

Legal Weight in Family Law Proceedings

While a notarized letter for spousal support is not a substitute for a court order, it can influence family
law proceedings by providing clear documentation of an agreement between spouses. Judges may consider
notarized letters when making decisions about support payments, especially if the parties have agreed on certain
terms and the letter is presented as evidence. It can also expedite negotiations and reduce the need for prolonged
litigation.

How to Create a Notarized Letter for Spousal Support

Drafting and notarizing a letter for spousal support involves several important steps to ensure the document
is legally valid and clear. The process typically requires careful wording, mutual agreement, and proper
notarization.

Step-by-Step Process

Draft the Letter: Clearly outline the terms of spousal support including payment amounts, frequency,1.
duration, and any other relevant conditions.

Review and Agreement: Both spouses should review the letter to confirm accuracy and consent to the2.
terms stated.

Find a Notary Public: Locate a licensed notary public authorized to perform notarizations in your state3.
or jurisdiction.

Sign in Presence of Notary: Both parties must sign the letter in the presence of the notary, who will4.
verify identities and witness the signatures.

Notary Certification: The notary will affix their seal and signature, certifying the document.5.

Retain Copies: Both parties should keep copies of the notarized letter for their records and potential6.
legal use.



Tips for Drafting

To ensure clarity and minimize disputes, the letter should be precise, avoid ambiguous language, and address key
points such as payment methods and consequences of non-payment. Consulting with a family law attorney
before drafting can provide added assurance.

Key Elements to Include in the Letter

A notarized letter for spousal support must contain specific components to be effective and legally sound. The
inclusion of these elements helps avoid misunderstandings and reinforces the document’s validity.

Essential Components

Identification of Parties: Full legal names and contact information of both spouses.

Date of Agreement: The date on which the letter is drafted and signed.

Support Terms: Clear description of the support amount, payment schedule, and duration.

Method of Payment: Specification of how payments will be made (e.g., bank transfer, check).

Acknowledgment of Voluntary Agreement: Statement confirming both parties agree to the terms
willingly.

Notary Section: Space for the notary public’s certification, seal, and signature.

Additional Clauses

In some cases, the letter may include clauses addressing what happens in case of missed payments, modifications
to terms, or dispute resolution mechanisms. These provisions help manage expectations and provide a framework
for handling potential conflicts.

Common Scenarios for Using a Notarized Spousal Support Letter

Notarized letters for spousal support are versatile documents employed in various family law contexts.
Understanding when and why they are used can clarify their practical importance.

Separation Agreements

Couples who separate without immediately filing for divorce may use notarized letters to record agreed-upon
spousal support terms during the interim period. This can prevent confusion and ensure financial obligations are
clear.

Modification of Existing Support Arrangements

If circumstances change, such as changes in income or living situations, spouses might agree to modify support
payments. A notarized letter can document these changes formally and reduce the likelihood of disputes.



Evidence in Legal Disputes

In contentious divorce or separation cases, a notarized spousal support letter can serve as critical evidence
to establish agreed terms or to prove payment history, aiding the court in making informed decisions.

Legal Considerations and Enforceability

While notarization adds a layer of legal authenticity, several considerations affect the enforceability of a
notarized letter for spousal support. Understanding these factors is essential to ensure the document fulfills
its intended purpose.

Jurisdictional Variations

Family law varies by state, so the recognition and enforceability of notarized spousal support letters depend
on local laws. Some jurisdictions may require court approval for support agreements, while others accept
notarized documents as binding contracts.

Voluntariness and Capacity

For a notarized letter to be valid, both parties must sign voluntarily and have the legal capacity to
contract. Coercion, fraud, or incapacity can render the letter unenforceable.

Integration with Court Orders

Courts may incorporate notarized letters into formal orders or use them as standalone evidence. However,
relying solely on a notarized letter without court approval may limit enforceability, especially if one party
later contests the agreement.

Frequently Asked Questions about Notarized Spousal Support
Letters

Common questions arise regarding the use, validity, and preparation of notarized letters for spousal support.
Clarifying these can assist parties in making informed decisions.

Can a Notarized Letter Replace a Court Order for Spousal Support?

Generally, a notarized letter does not replace a court order but can supplement or document agreements made
outside of court. For enforceability, it is advisable to have spousal support terms incorporated into a court
order.

Is Notarization Required for Spousal Support Agreements?

Notarization is not always legally required but is highly recommended to add authenticity and reduce disputes.
Some states may have specific rules regarding notarization and court approval.



What Happens if One Spouse Fails to Comply with the Letter’s Terms?

If a notarized letter is legally recognized, the other spouse may use it as evidence to seek enforcement through
the court system, which could include wage garnishment or contempt proceedings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a notarized letter for spousal support?

A notarized letter for spousal support is a written document outlining the agreement or request for spousal
support payments, which has been signed in the presence of a notary public to verify the authenticity of the
signature.

Why do I need a notarized letter for spousal support?

A notarized letter for spousal support is often required to provide legal proof that both parties agree on the
terms of spousal support, ensuring the document is authentic and can be used in court or for enforcement
purposes.

How do I get a spousal support letter notarized?

To get a spousal support letter notarized, you must sign the letter in the presence of a licensed notary public,
who will then verify your identity, witness your signature, and affix their official seal or stamp to the
document.

Can a notarized letter serve as a spousal support agreement?

Yes, a notarized letter can serve as a spousal support agreement if it clearly outlines the terms agreed upon
by both parties and is signed and notarized to confirm authenticity and consent.

Is a notarized letter for spousal support legally binding?

A notarized letter for spousal support is generally legally binding if it reflects a clear agreement between
both parties; however, it is advisable to have it reviewed by a lawyer or incorporated into a formal court
order for stronger enforceability.

Do both parties need to appear before the notary for a spousal support
letter?

Typically, only the person signing the letter needs to appear before the notary to verify their signature;
however, if both parties are signing the agreement, each must sign in the presence of the notary to ensure proper
notarization.

Additional Resources
1. Notarized Letters for Spousal Support: A Practical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive guide on drafting notarized letters specifically for spousal support. It covers
the legal requirements, format, and essential elements needed to ensure the letter is valid and effective. Readers
will find step-by-step instructions and sample letters to help them through the process.

2. Legal Essentials of Spousal Support Documentation



Focusing on the legal aspects, this book explains the importance of notarization in spousal support agreements
and letters. It delves into the various types of documents used in spousal support cases and how to properly
prepare them to withstand legal scrutiny. The book is ideal for both legal practitioners and individuals
navigating spousal support matters.

3. Drafting Notarized Spousal Support Letters: Templates and Tips
This resource provides practical templates and tips for writing notarized letters related to spousal support.
It emphasizes clarity, precision, and legal compliance to help avoid common mistakes. The book also includes
advice on working with notaries and understanding their role in the process.

4. The Role of Notarization in Spousal Support Agreements
Explore the critical role notarization plays in validating spousal support agreements and letters. This book
examines state-specific notarization laws and how they affect the enforceability of support documents. It is
an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the intersection of notarization and family law.

5. Step-by-Step Guide to Notarized Spousal Support Letters
Designed for laypersons, this guide breaks down the process of creating a notarized spousal support letter
into manageable steps. It includes checklists, legal considerations, and examples to ensure the letter meets all
necessary standards. The book also discusses how to handle disputes and modifications.

6. Understanding Spousal Support: Legal Documents and Notarization
This book provides a broader context for spousal support, explaining the various types of legal documents
involved and the significance of notarization. It helps readers understand how notarized letters fit into the
overall support process and court proceedings. The writing is accessible for those without a legal
background.

7. Notary Public Handbook: Special Focus on Family Law Documents
Aimed at notaries and legal professionals, this handbook covers best practices for notarizing family law
documents, including spousal support letters. It outlines the ethical and procedural responsibilities of
notaries to ensure documents are properly executed. The book also offers insight into common challenges and
solutions in notarizing such letters.

8. Spousal Support Agreements: Crafting Enforceable Notarized Letters
This book focuses on how to draft spousal support letters that are legally enforceable through
notarization. It discusses key clauses, language to avoid, and how to align the letter with court orders or
agreements. Practical advice helps ensure that the letter can support legal actions if necessary.

9. The Complete Guide to Family Law Notarization
Covering a wide array of family law documents, this guide includes a detailed section on notarized letters for
spousal support. It explains the notarization process, required documentation, and how notarization affects
the legal weight of family law paperwork. This book is a valuable resource for both legal professionals and
individuals alike.
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Outline:

Introduction: The Purpose and Significance of Notarized Letters in Spousal Support Cases.
Chapter 1: Understanding Spousal Support (Alimony). Types of spousal support, factors considered
by courts, and state-specific variations.
Chapter 2: When a Notarized Letter is Necessary. Scenarios where a notarized letter becomes
crucial evidence, including informal agreements, proof of income/expenses, and communication
documentation.
Chapter 3: Crafting a Strong Notarized Letter. Key elements to include, avoiding legal jargon,
maintaining a professional tone, and adhering to legal standards. Examples of effective wording.
Chapter 4: The Notarization Process. Understanding the role of a notary public, required
identification, and the legal implications of a false notarization.
Chapter 5: Using the Notarized Letter in Legal Proceedings. How the letter can be presented as
evidence, potential challenges and objections, and the overall impact on the case.
Conclusion: Recap of key takeaways and advice on seeking professional legal counsel.

Notarized Letter for Spousal Support: A Comprehensive
Guide

Divorce and separation can be emotionally and financially challenging. Spousal support, also known
as alimony or maintenance, is designed to provide financial assistance to one spouse after a
marriage ends. While court orders usually dictate spousal support, a notarized letter can play a
crucial role in various aspects of the process, from informal agreements to supporting evidence in
legal proceedings. This comprehensive guide will explore the significance of notarized letters in
spousal support cases, guiding you through the creation, notarization, and use of these important
documents.

Chapter 1: Understanding Spousal Support (Alimony)

Spousal support is awarded based on several factors, including the length of the marriage, the
earning capacity of each spouse, the standard of living during the marriage, the health and age of
each spouse, and the contribution of each spouse to the marriage. There are different types of
spousal support:

Permanent Spousal Support: Awarded indefinitely, typically in long-term marriages where one
spouse has significantly limited earning capacity.
Temporary Spousal Support: Awarded for a specific period, often while one spouse pursues
education or job training.
Rehabilitative Spousal Support: Awarded to allow one spouse to become self-supporting.
Lump-Sum Spousal Support: A one-time payment instead of ongoing support.



State laws vary significantly regarding the availability and duration of spousal support. Some states
have strict guidelines, while others allow judges more discretion. It's crucial to understand the
specific laws in your jurisdiction. Consulting with a family law attorney is strongly recommended to
determine the eligibility for and appropriate amount of spousal support.

Chapter 2: When a Notarized Letter is Necessary

A notarized letter can be a vital piece of evidence in various spousal support situations:

Informal Agreements: Couples may reach an informal agreement regarding spousal support outside
of court. A notarized letter documenting this agreement provides a record of the agreement, adding
a level of formality and enforceability. While not a substitute for a court order, it can serve as
compelling evidence if the agreement is later disputed.
Proof of Income and Expenses: A notarized letter from an employer verifying income, or a self-
prepared letter outlining expenses (with supporting documentation), can be helpful in establishing
financial need or ability to pay. This ensures the accuracy and legitimacy of the information
presented to the court.
Documentation of Communication: In cases of contentious divorces, a notarized letter can document
important communications between spouses regarding spousal support, such as attempts to reach
an agreement or evidence of non-compliance. This can strengthen a case significantly.
Supporting Affidavits: Notarized letters can serve as supporting affidavits, adding weight to other
evidence presented in court. For example, a letter from a financial advisor corroborating financial
information would hold more weight when notarized.

Chapter 3: Crafting a Strong Notarized Letter

A well-written notarized letter should be clear, concise, and free of legal jargon. Here are key
elements:

Heading: Clearly state the purpose of the letter (e.g., "Agreement Regarding Spousal Support").
Identification: Clearly identify all parties involved, including full names and addresses.
Date: Include the date the letter was written.
Detailed Information: Include specific details about the spousal support agreement, including the
amount, payment schedule, and duration.
Signatures: All parties involved must sign the letter.
Professional Tone: Maintain a professional and respectful tone throughout the letter, avoiding
accusatory or emotional language.
Accuracy: Ensure all information presented is accurate and verifiable.

Example Wording:

"This letter serves as an agreement between [Spouse A's Name] and [Spouse B's Name] regarding



spousal support. [Spouse A] agrees to pay [Spouse B] the sum of $[Amount] per month, commencing
on [Date], and continuing until [Date/Event]. Both parties have freely entered into this agreement."

Chapter 4: The Notarization Process

The notarization process ensures the authenticity of the signatures and the identity of the signers. A
notary public is a public official authorized to witness signatures and administer oaths. The process
typically involves:

Identification: The notary will verify the identity of each signer using government-issued
identification, such as a driver's license or passport.
Signing in the Notary's Presence: The signers must sign the document in the presence of the notary.
Notarial Seal and Signature: The notary will affix their official seal and signature to the document.

False notarization is a serious offense with legal consequences. It's crucial to ensure that the
notarization process is conducted properly and ethically.

Chapter 5: Using the Notarized Letter in Legal Proceedings

A notarized letter can be presented as evidence in court. However, its weight as evidence depends
on the circumstances and the judge's discretion. While it's not a legally binding contract in itself
(unless explicitly stated as such and properly executed), it can:

Support other evidence: The letter can bolster other evidence presented to the court, providing
corroboration or context.
Demonstrate intent: The letter can demonstrate the intent of the parties involved, particularly if
there’s a dispute about the terms of an informal agreement.
Influence settlement negotiations: The letter can be a useful tool in settlement negotiations, creating
a more formal basis for discussion.

Challenges and objections to the notarized letter are possible. The opposing party may question the
authenticity of the signatures, the accuracy of the information, or the relevance of the document to
the case. A well-prepared and properly notarized letter will have a higher chance of being admitted
as evidence.

Conclusion



A notarized letter can be a valuable tool in spousal support cases, whether used to document
informal agreements, support financial claims, or record important communications. However, it's
essential to understand its limitations and to seek legal advice before relying on a notarized letter as
the sole basis for a spousal support arrangement. This guide provides a comprehensive
understanding of its role and significance, but professional legal counsel is always recommended to
navigate the complexities of family law.

FAQs

1. Is a notarized letter legally binding? Not inherently, but it adds weight to an agreement and can
serve as strong evidence in court.

2. Can I use a notarized letter to enforce a spousal support agreement? It can assist, but a formal
court order is generally required for legal enforcement.

3. What happens if the information in the notarized letter is inaccurate? This could damage your
credibility and weaken your case. Accuracy is paramount.

4. How much does it cost to get a letter notarized? Costs vary by location; check with your local
notary public.

5. Can I notarize the letter myself? No, you need an impartial notary public who is not a party to the
agreement.

6. What if one party refuses to sign the notarized letter? This indicates a lack of agreement and may
require legal intervention.

7. Can a notarized letter be used in all states? Generally, yes, but specific state laws may affect its
admissibility and weight as evidence.

8. Is it necessary to have an attorney to draft a notarized letter? While not strictly required, it’s
strongly recommended to minimize errors and ensure legal compliance.

9. What if I need to modify a notarized spousal support agreement? It’s best to consult an attorney to
create a legally sound modification.

Related Articles:

1. Spousal Support Laws by State: A state-by-state guide to spousal support regulations.
2. Calculating Spousal Support: Methods for determining appropriate spousal support amounts.
3. Modifying Spousal Support Orders: Procedures for changing existing spousal support agreements.
4. Terminating Spousal Support: Grounds for ending spousal support payments.



5. Spousal Support and Tax Implications: How spousal support affects tax returns.
6. Spousal Support and Retirement: The impact of retirement on spousal support obligations.
7. Common Mistakes in Spousal Support Agreements: Errors to avoid when negotiating support.
8. Negotiating Spousal Support Without Lawyers: Tips for reaching a mutually agreeable agreement.
9. When to Hire a Lawyer for Spousal Support: Circumstances requiring professional legal
representation.

  notarized letter for spousal support: Washington State Notary Public Guide Washington
State Department, 2019-04-06 The Department of Licensing has worked to keep the notary public
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order to begin the process. Once an applicant has completed all application requirements and
proven that he or she is eligible, the Department will have a new certificate of commission mailed
out promptly. New in 2018, notaries public can also apply for an electronic records notary public
endorsement, which allows the notary to perform notarial acts on electronic documents as well as
paper documents. The application process is similar to the application process for the commission,
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agreement is a contract executed by parties to an ongoing marriage and not incident to a divorce or
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union or registered domestic partnership. Generally, all of these agreements are used to define the
property and support rights of the parties upon termination of the marriage or other relationship by
death or dissolution. Some parties also opt to include financial obligations during the marriage or
other relationship. This Portfolio does not cover separation agreements that settle property rights,
spousal and child support obligations, and child custody matters incident to a separation or
divorce--Portfolio description.
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Legal Reference: A guide to understanding the law and accomplishing an Ohio Dissolution of
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Maine Secretary of State, 2019-04-06 Historically, Notaries Public predate the Roman empire; their
development coincides with that of written and recorded communication. As the ability to read and
write was rare, the earliest Notaries Public served primarily as scriveners to assist the illiterate. The
decline of the Roman empire saw a corresponding reduction in the volume and importance of written
communication. It wasn't until the dawning of the Renaissance that Notaries Public were once again
called upon to perform important societal functions. Over the centuries, many a great author, poet
and historian supplemented their incomes with fees collected from the provision of literacy services.
American pioneer history is replete with examples of notarial assistance. Among them: the
processing of land or mining claims, the authentication of public or private documents, and the



reading and writing of general correspondence.
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and current trends in immigration, applicable theories for practice with immigrants, policy and
advocacy methods, and the need for cultural competence. By providing comprehensive coverage of
both the legal and practice issues of this complex field, this book will help social service
professionals and graduate students increase their cultural sensitivity and work more effectively
with immigrants. Key Features: Covers the latest aspects of the immigration debate and discusses
how social workers are affected by emerging immigration policies Discusses special populations
such as refugees, elderly immigrants, and victims of international trafficking Includes case studies
on the most critical issues immigrants face today: legal processes, physical and mental health issues,
employment difficulties, family conflicts, and more Instructional Materials Available! Free to
instructors with a verified order of seven or more copies. Email marketing@springerpub.com to
request syllabus and PowerPoint slides.
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Kelly Chang Rickert, and illustrator Tanya Campbell encourages separating parents to read this
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2021-11 It's Hope's first Christmas after her parents' divorce. Helping her Dad decorate for
Christmas this year, Hope finds a broken snow globe. She recalls the shouting and yelling shortly
after she broke the snow globe last year. Hope is convinced that she can bring her parents back
together if only she can repair the snowglobe. In the end, her courageous efforts at repairing the
broken snowglobe helped her achieve acceptance of her new family arrangement. Holidays after
divorce or separation can be very hard on children. This book was written for them. The story is
intended to reassure them that none of this is their fault, and though there may be different living
arrangements, both Mom and Dad still love them, and always will.
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Bar governs these attorneys and the judges were attorneys before they became judges. The elected
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and judges in this country and make them be fair to both sides in a divorce case. Until they do, the
attorneys sit back waiting for marriages to fail so they can make money at the expense of the
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Sr, 2019-04-19 IF YOU'RE GOING THROUGH A DIVORCE, YOU NEED A FRIEND AND A GUIDE
Divorce can be intimidating, but you don't have to go through it alone. Miles Mason, Sr. set out to
create the ultimate handbook to help a spouse through the divorce process. To that end, this book



addresses a variety of topics that the compassionate professionals of the Miles Mason Family Law
Group know best, including advice needed to get the learning process started, hiring your divorce
team, custody and parenting plans, and how courts view dating during separation. The book is easy
to read, and will be a valuable tool as you find your way through the divorce process. Miles Mason,
Sr. JD, CPA is a divorce lawyer in Memphis, Tennessee. Mason is recognized as a Tennessee Super
Lawyer and was awarded a Superb (10/10) rating on Avvo. Frequently interviewed by television
news and national media for commentary, Inside Memphis Business named Mason a Family Law
Power Player, and the Memphis Bar Foundation honored him as a fellow. He has also been inducted
into the Christian Brothers High School Hall of Fame for his community service. You can find
additional information, as well as updates to this book, at MemphisDivorce.com and its Tennessee
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Book, District Court, Vol. 1, Family Law, 2021 is a comprehensive legal reference created for North
Carolina district judges. It provides summaries of North Carolina law governing cases routinely
heard in district court. Chapters cover topics including equitable distribution, child support, child
custody, spousal agreements, postseparation support and alimony, and more. The School of
Government offers North Carolina Trial Judges' Bench Book, Volume 1, Family Law and its individual
chapters for sale in a print and PDF format. Please visit www.sog.unc.edu/publications.
  notarized letter for spousal support: Divorce For Dummies John Ventura, Mary Reed,
1998-05-04 Dispenses useful, timely advice to people at all stages of divorce. —Diana Shepherd,
Divorce magazine What to do, where to go, who to trust! Break up without breaking the bank Are
you wondering how to serve divorce papers? Afraid you’ll have to sell your house just to cover legal
costs? Heading for trial? Let this friendly guide take some of the grief out of your ordeal. Filled with
sound, practical advice, it shows you how you can work out the terms of your divorce agreement
without losing your shirt – or your mind! Praise for Divorce For Dummies Reed and Ventura walk us
through some of the toughest decisions many of us will ever make – with sensitivity and expert
advice. — Ellen G. Sanchez, MEd, family life educator Discover how to Assess whether you’re ready
for divorce Understand your legal rights Cut costs by negotiating terms yourself Work with an
attorney Avoid going to trial Help your kids get through it
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  notarized letter for spousal support: Weddings for Complicated Families Margorie Louise
Engel, 1993 Sage advice for brides, grooms, and their families on how to handle every detail of
weddings involving divorced members and other nontraditional circumstances. Engel fearlessly
tackles the thorniest issues with advice that is practical, down to earth, reassuring, and often



liberating. Engel authored The Divorce Decisions Workbook. Sample wedding invitations.
  notarized letter for spousal support: Collaborative Law Pauline H. Tesler, 2001 This unique
new handbook explains this emerging dispute resolution model of collaborative law that is helping
family lawyers bring their clients through the divorce passage with integrity and satisfaction.
Collaborative Law describes how this approach engages the unique problem-solving skills of lawyers
to achieve settlements that creatively and appropriately customize outcomes in the way that few
courts are able to achieve. In the collaborative process, fees and costs are minimized, high-quality
legal counsel and negotiating assistance are built in, and the ability of divorcing spouses to
cooperate and coparent is maximized to a dramatic extent.
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