
posterior tibial tendon repair cpt code

posterior tibial tendon repair cpt code is a crucial term in medical billing and coding, especially for healthcare
providers specializing in foot and ankle surgery. Understanding the correct CPT (Current Procedural
Terminology) code for posterior tibial tendon repair is essential for accurate documentation, insurance claims
processing, and reimbursement. This article explores the specifics of posterior tibial tendon repair CPT code,
including its definition, associated procedures, coding guidelines, and billing considerations. Additionally, the
article will cover common challenges encountered during coding and provide detailed insights into related
procedural codes for comprehensive understanding. By mastering the nuances of the posterior tibial tendon
repair CPT code, medical coders and healthcare professionals can ensure compliance with coding standards and
optimize revenue cycle management. The following sections outline the core aspects of the topic for systematic
discussion.

Understanding Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair

Specific CPT Codes for Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair

Coding Guidelines and Documentation Requirements

Billing and Reimbursement Considerations

Common Coding Challenges and Solutions

Understanding Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair

Posterior tibial tendon repair is a surgical procedure aimed at restoring the function and integrity of the
posterior tibial tendon, which plays a vital role in stabilizing the foot's arch and facilitating movement. Injury
or dysfunction of this tendon can lead to adult-acquired flatfoot deformity and significant pain or mobility
issues. Surgical intervention is often necessary when conservative treatments fail, and the tendon is damaged
or ruptured. Knowledge of the anatomy, pathology, and surgical techniques involved in posterior tibial tendon
repair is essential for accurate procedural coding and billing.

Anatomy and Function of the Posterior Tibial Tendon

The posterior tibial tendon originates from the posterior tibialis muscle and inserts onto several bones in the
midfoot, including the navicular and cuneiform bones. It acts as the primary dynamic stabilizer of the medial
longitudinal arch of the foot and assists in inversion and plantarflexion movements. Damage to this tendon
compromises foot stability, resulting in deformities and altered gait patterns.

Indications for Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair Surgery

Common indications for posterior tibial tendon repair include tendon tears, ruptures, tendinopathy, and chronic
dysfunction leading to flatfoot deformity. Symptoms that necessitate surgical repair include persistent pain,
weakness, and loss of foot arch support. Surgical options may vary from tendon debridement and repair to
tendon transfer or reconstruction, depending on the extent of damage.



Specific CPT Codes for Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair

The posterior tibial tendon repair CPT code is a vital element in medical coding, representing the specific
surgical procedure performed. Accurate identification of the correct CPT code ensures proper billing and
reimbursement. Several CPT codes may be relevant depending on the surgical technique and extent of repair.

Primary CPT Code for Posterior Tibial Tendon Repair

The most commonly used CPT code for posterior tibial tendon repair is 27695, which describes the "Repair,
primary, posterior tibial tendon, with or without transfer." This code encompasses surgical repair procedures
that involve direct repair or augmentation of the posterior tibial tendon. It is essential to confirm that
documentation supports the use of this code to avoid claim denials.

Additional CPT Codes Related to Tendon Repair

In some cases, additional CPT codes may be required to capture related procedures performed concurrently
with posterior tibial tendon repair. These may include:

27696: Repair of secondary tendon in the same region.

28285: Tendon transfer procedures involving the foot and ankle.

27650: Tenotomy or tendon lengthening if performed as part of the surgical intervention.

Proper use of these codes alongside 27695 depends on the specific surgical details and should be supported by
operative reports.

Coding Guidelines and Documentation Requirements

Precise documentation and adherence to coding guidelines are imperative for accurate posterior tibial tendon
repair CPT code assignment. Coders and healthcare providers must ensure that operative reports clearly
describe the procedure performed, including the surgical technique, tendon involvement, and any adjunctive
procedures.

Essential Documentation Elements

Documentation should include the following details to support the use of CPT code 27695 or related codes:

Description of the tendon pathology (e.g., tear, rupture, tendinopathy)


