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plot diagram graphic organizer pdf is an essential tool for students, educators, and writers aiming
to visually map out the structure of a story. This resource facilitates the understanding and analysis of
narrative elements such as exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. By using a
plot diagram graphic organizer in PDF format, users benefit from a clear, printable, and easily
accessible format that can support learning and creative writing processes. This article explores the
importance of plot diagram graphic organizers, how they enhance comprehension and storytelling,
and offers guidance on effectively using and finding these PDFs. Additionally, it covers different types
of plot diagrams, tips for customization, and practical applications in educational settings. Whether for
literary analysis or writing development, the plot diagram graphic organizer PDF stands as a valuable
asset in breaking down story elements with clarity and precision. The following sections will delve
deeper into these topics to provide a comprehensive understanding and practical advice.

Understanding the Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF

Key Components of a Plot Diagram

Benefits of Using a Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF

How to Use a Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF Effectively

Different Types of Plot Diagrams and Their Uses

Where to Find and How to Create Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDFs

Applications of Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDFs in Education

Understanding the Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF
The plot diagram graphic organizer PDF is a structured visual tool designed to help users map out the
sequence of events in a narrative. Typically presented as a printable PDF, it outlines the progression
of a story’s plot in a clear format, enabling easy annotation and study. This graphic organizer is
particularly useful for breaking down complex stories into manageable parts, making it easier to
analyze narrative flow and character development. The PDF format ensures compatibility across
devices and enables convenient printing for classroom or personal use. As a versatile resource, it
serves both educational and creative purposes, fostering comprehension and aiding in story planning.

Definition and Purpose
A plot diagram graphic organizer is a schematic representation of a story’s structure, highlighting
major narrative elements. Its purpose is to provide a visual framework that guides users through the
stages of storytelling, from introduction to resolution. By placing these elements into a graphic
organizer, learners can better grasp how stories unfold and recognize the relationships between



events and character actions.

Format Advantages of PDF
PDFs are widely favored for graphic organizers due to their consistency in formatting regardless of
device or software. A plot diagram graphic organizer PDF maintains its layout, ensuring that the visual
elements and spaces for notes remain intact. This makes it ideal for distribution in classrooms and for
personal study, as users can print and fill them out by hand or use digital annotation tools.

Key Components of a Plot Diagram
Plot diagrams typically consist of five main components that represent the narrative arc. Each section
of the organizer corresponds to an essential part of storytelling, providing a comprehensive overview
of the plot’s progression.

Exposition
The exposition introduces the setting, characters, and basic situation of the story. It sets the stage for
what is to come and provides necessary background information.

Rising Action
This section covers the series of events and conflicts that build tension and develop the story’s central
problem. The rising action is crucial for engaging the audience and moving the narrative forward.

Climax
The climax is the turning point or the moment of greatest tension in the story. It often determines the
direction of the plot and the fate of the characters.

Falling Action
Following the climax, the falling action deals with the consequences of the turning point and starts to
resolve conflicts, leading the story toward its conclusion.

Resolution
The resolution wraps up the story, providing closure and tying up loose ends. It reveals the outcome
for the characters and the final state of the narrative world.



Benefits of Using a Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer
PDF
Utilizing a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF offers numerous benefits for both educators and
learners. This tool enhances comprehension, encourages critical thinking, and supports organized
storytelling.

Improved Narrative Understanding: Visual mapping helps users grasp story structure more
clearly than text alone.

Enhanced Writing Skills: Writers can plan their stories effectively by outlining plot points
before drafting.

Better Retention and Recall: Visual organizers aid memory by linking key events and
concepts.

Facilitates Discussion and Analysis: Teachers can use the organizer to prompt deeper
literary discussions and assessments.

Accessible and Flexible: The PDF format allows easy sharing, printing, and digital use across
devices.

How to Use a Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF
Effectively
Maximizing the usefulness of a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF requires strategic application.
Proper use can significantly improve narrative comprehension and story planning.

Step-by-Step Completion
Begin by identifying the story’s exposition details, then move through rising action events, pinpointing
the climax. Next, outline the falling action, and finish by describing the resolution. Filling out each
section methodically ensures a thorough understanding of the plot’s flow.

Incorporating Annotations and Notes
Using the PDF’s space, users should add character motivations, themes, or questions beside plot
points. This enriches the analysis and creates a deeper connection with the story’s elements.



Using the Organizer for Writing
When drafting original stories, the organizer serves as a blueprint. Writers can experiment with plot
structures and refine the story arc before committing to full writing, minimizing plot inconsistencies.

Different Types of Plot Diagrams and Their Uses
Various plot diagram graphic organizers exist to address different narrative structures and
educational needs. Understanding these types allows users to select the most appropriate format for
their purpose.

Freytag’s Pyramid
Freytag’s Pyramid is a classic plot structure model highlighting exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, and denouement. It is widely used in literary analysis and teaching traditional story arcs.

Linear Plot Diagram
This simpler version presents the plot as a straight line with key events marked sequentially. It is
useful for straightforward narratives and early learners.

Circular Plot Diagram
The circular diagram emphasizes cyclical or recurring plot elements, suitable for stories with
repetitive themes or circular narratives.

Complex Plot Organizers
For advanced analysis, some organizers include subplots, character arcs, and thematic elements,
providing a multi-dimensional view of the story’s structure.

Where to Find and How to Create Plot Diagram Graphic
Organizer PDFs
Plot diagram graphic organizer PDFs are widely available through educational websites, teaching
resource platforms, and printable worksheet collections. Users can also create custom organizers
tailored to specific stories or curricula.

Online Educational Resources
Many websites offer free and paid PDFs designed for various grade levels and complexity. These



resources often include editable versions to customize content.

Using PDF Editing Software
Creating a personalized plot diagram PDF is possible with PDF editors or graphic design tools that
export to PDF format. This allows educators and writers to tailor organizers to unique needs.

Benefits of Customization
Custom PDFs can incorporate specific instructions, additional sections, or visual aids that enhance
user engagement and learning outcomes.

Applications of Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDFs in
Education
In educational settings, plot diagram graphic organizer PDFs are integral to teaching narrative
comprehension, literary analysis, and creative writing skills.

Classroom Instruction
Teachers use these organizers to guide students through story elements, helping them break down
complex texts into understandable parts. This structured approach supports diverse learning styles.

Assessment and Evaluation
Plot diagrams can serve as tools for formative and summative assessments, allowing educators to
evaluate students’ understanding of plot structure and narrative development.

Supporting Special Education
Graphic organizers in PDF format provide visual support for students with learning differences, aiding
memory retention and reducing cognitive overload during reading assignments.

Encouraging Independent Study
Students can use these organizers independently to analyze personal reading selections or plan their
own writing projects, fostering autonomy and critical thinking skills.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF?
A plot diagram graphic organizer PDF is a downloadable and printable document that visually outlines
the structure of a story, typically including elements such as exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution.

Where can I find free plot diagram graphic organizer PDFs?
Free plot diagram graphic organizer PDFs can be found on educational websites, teacher resource
platforms like Teachers Pay Teachers, and general PDF resource sites by searching for 'plot diagram
graphic organizer PDF free download.'

How can I use a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF in
teaching?
Teachers can use a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF to help students visually break down and
understand the components of a story's plot, improving comprehension and aiding in writing
assignments.

Can I customize a plot diagram graphic organizer PDF for
different grade levels?
Yes, many plot diagram graphic organizer PDFs are editable or come with different versions tailored
for various grade levels, allowing customization to suit the complexity needed for student
understanding.

What are the key elements included in a typical plot diagram
graphic organizer PDF?
A typical plot diagram graphic organizer PDF includes key elements such as exposition (introduction),
rising action, climax (turning point), falling action, and resolution (conclusion) to map out the
narrative structure.

Additional Resources
1. Plot Diagramming for Beginners: A Step-by-Step Guide
This book introduces readers to the basics of plot diagramming using simple graphic organizers. It
provides clear templates and examples to help writers and students visualize story structure. The
guide is perfect for those new to literary analysis or creative writing.

2. Mastering Story Structure with Graphic Organizers
Focusing on the use of graphic organizers, this book explores various plot diagram formats to help
writers plan and analyze narratives effectively. It includes downloadable PDF templates for practice
and classroom use. Readers will learn how to break down complex plots into manageable parts.



3. The Ultimate Plot Diagram Workbook
Designed as a hands-on workbook, this title offers numerous graphic organizer PDFs to practice
mapping out stories. It covers all major plot elements, including exposition, rising action, climax,
falling action, and resolution. Ideal for students, teachers, and aspiring authors.

4. Visualizing Fiction: Plot Diagrams and Graphic Organizers
This book emphasizes the importance of visual tools in understanding story development. It provides
a variety of plot diagram templates in PDF format that can be used for different genres. The clear
instructions help readers enhance their comprehension and storytelling skills.

5. Creative Writing with Plot Diagrams: A Practical Approach
Aimed at creative writers, this guide shows how to use plot diagram graphic organizers to develop
compelling narratives. It includes exercises and downloadable PDFs that encourage structured
creativity. The book also discusses common plot structures like the three-act and Freytag’s pyramid.

6. Teaching Plot Structure: Graphic Organizers for the Classroom
This educational resource offers teachers a collection of printable plot diagram PDFs tailored for
classroom instruction. It provides strategies to help students grasp narrative elements and improve
their writing. The book is filled with lesson plans and student-friendly graphic organizers.

7. Plot Diagram Templates: PDF Resources for Writers and Educators
A comprehensive collection of plot diagram templates available in PDF format, this book serves as a
handy reference for writers, educators, and students. It showcases different types of plots and how to
visualize them effectively. Users can easily print and customize the organizers for various projects.

8. Story Mapping Made Easy: Using Graphic Organizers to Write Better Plots
This user-friendly guide teaches the art of story mapping through graphic organizers and plot
diagrams. It includes practical tips and PDF templates to outline stories clearly and efficiently. The
book is suitable for all skill levels, from beginners to experienced storytellers.

9. Plot Diagrams and Literary Analysis: A Guide with Printable PDFs
Combining literary analysis with practical tools, this book helps readers dissect and understand
narratives using plot diagrams. It features printable PDF graphic organizers that facilitate detailed
story breakdowns. The resource is valuable for students, teachers, and literary enthusiasts seeking
deeper insight into plot structure.
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Mastering the Narrative Arc: A Comprehensive Guide to
Plot Diagram Graphic Organizers

The plot diagram, often referred to as Freytag's Pyramid, is a visual tool that helps writers structure
their narratives effectively. This isn't just a school exercise; it's a powerful technique used by
bestselling authors and screenwriters to plan, organize, and refine their stories. A well-structured
plot keeps readers engaged, creates suspense, and delivers a satisfying resolution. This ebook
provides a detailed exploration of plot diagrams and their applications, offering practical strategies
and examples to enhance your storytelling abilities. Whether you’re a novice writer or a seasoned
professional, understanding and utilizing plot diagrams can significantly improve your writing
process. Downloading our comprehensive Plot Diagram Graphic Organizer PDF provides readily
usable tools to immediately apply these techniques.

Chapter 1: Understanding the Classic Plot Diagram (Freytag's
Pyramid)

Gustav Freytag's model, a staple in literature classes, provides a foundational understanding of
narrative structure. It outlines a five-part structure:

Exposition: This introduces the setting, characters, and initial conflict. It sets the stage for the
story's events. Think of it as the foundation upon which your narrative is built. In this section,
readers meet the protagonist, understand their world, and are introduced to the central problem or
conflict. A strong exposition draws readers in and establishes expectations.

Rising Action: This is where the conflict intensifies. Complicating events build tension, creating
obstacles for the protagonist. This section is characterized by a series of escalating events, adding
layers of complexity to the central problem. The rising action keeps readers engaged, wondering
how the protagonist will overcome the challenges.

Climax: The climax is the turning point of the story, the moment of highest tension and greatest



dramatic impact. It's the point where the protagonist confronts the central conflict directly and often
makes a pivotal decision. This is the peak of the narrative arc, often resulting in a significant shift in
the story's trajectory.

Falling Action: Following the climax, the falling action reveals the consequences of the protagonist's
actions. Tension begins to decrease as the resolution unfolds. This section resolves some of the plot
threads and provides a sense of closure.

Resolution (or Denouement): The resolution brings the story to a close, tying up loose ends and
providing a sense of finality. It offers a glimpse of the protagonist's new reality after confronting the
central conflict. This section clarifies remaining questions and provides a satisfying conclusion,
whether it's happy or bittersweet.

Effective use of Freytag's Pyramid ensures a well-paced and engaging narrative. Each stage plays a
crucial role in guiding the reader through the story's progression.

Chapter 2: Variations on the Plot Diagram: Adapting for
Different Genres and Story Types

While Freytag's Pyramid offers a solid foundation, it's not a rigid formula. Different genres and story
types may necessitate variations. For example:

Nonlinear narratives: These stories may jump between timelines, altering the traditional
chronological order. The plot diagram can still be used, but it needs to reflect the story's unique
structure.

In medias res: Stories that begin in the middle of the action require a modified approach. The
exposition might be woven throughout the narrative, revealed gradually.

Multiple plot lines: Stories with interwoven plot lines necessitate a more complex plot diagram,
potentially using multiple diagrams or a more intricate visual representation.

Genre-specific adaptations: Romance novels might emphasize the development of the romantic
relationship, while thrillers focus on suspense and plot twists. The plot diagram should adapt to
these genre conventions.

Adaptability is key. A plot diagram is a tool; it should serve the story, not the other way around.

Chapter 3: Using Plot Diagrams for Pre-Writing and Outlining

Before even writing a single sentence, a plot diagram can be invaluable. It allows you to:



Brain dump: Quickly jot down key plot points, characters, and conflicts.
Organize ideas: Visually arrange the narrative elements, identifying potential gaps or
inconsistencies.
Explore different possibilities: Experiment with different plot structures and character arcs before
committing to a specific path.
Create a roadmap: The plot diagram serves as a comprehensive outline, guiding your writing
process.

Using a plot diagram in the pre-writing stage ensures a more cohesive and well-structured narrative,
preventing common pitfalls like plot holes or underdeveloped characters.

Chapter 4: Utilizing Plot Diagrams for Revision and Editing

Even after drafting a complete story, a plot diagram can be incredibly helpful. It allows you to:

Identify pacing issues: Are there sections that drag or feel rushed?
Spot plot holes: Are there inconsistencies or unresolved conflicts?
Assess character development: Do the characters arc convincingly?
Strengthen the climax: Is the climax impactful enough?
Evaluate the resolution: Is the ending satisfying and well-earned?

Revisiting the plot diagram during the editing process ensures a polished and impactful narrative.

Chapter 5: Plot Diagram Examples Across Genres (Sci-Fi,
Romance, Mystery, etc.)

This chapter provides concrete examples of how plot diagrams are used across various genres. It will
demonstrate the adaptability of the tool, showing how the basic structure can be modified to fit
diverse narrative styles. This practical application reinforces the understanding of plot structure and
demonstrates its relevance across different forms of storytelling. Examples will analyze the plot
diagrams of well-known books and movies, showcasing best practices and highlighting genre-
specific variations.

Chapter 6: Troubleshooting Common Plot Problems with a
Plot Diagram



Using a plot diagram proactively helps identify and solve common plot problems:

Sagging middle: A plot diagram can pinpoint sections lacking momentum.
Deus ex machina: The diagram can highlight convenient plot resolutions that lack organic
development.
Unbelievable plot twists: The diagram allows you to assess the believability and logical consistency
of twists.
Underdeveloped characters: The diagram reveals characters lacking sufficient development or
impact.

By analyzing the plot structure visually, writers can identify and address these weaknesses.

Chapter 7: Plot Diagrams and Collaboration: Working with
Others

Plot diagrams facilitate collaboration among writers, editors, and other creative professionals. A
shared visual representation of the narrative allows for clear communication and efficient problem-
solving. This fosters a more streamlined and collaborative writing process.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Storytelling Through Visual
Organization

The plot diagram is a versatile and powerful tool that can significantly enhance your storytelling
abilities. By understanding its application, writers can structure their narratives effectively, create
engaging plots, and craft compelling stories. This ebook has equipped you with the knowledge and
techniques to master the art of storytelling through visual organization.

FAQs

1. What is a plot diagram graphic organizer? A plot diagram is a visual representation of a story's
structure, typically showing the key plot points in a chronological order.

2. Why are plot diagrams important for writers? They help organize ideas, identify plot holes, and
ensure a well-paced and engaging narrative.

3. Can I use plot diagrams for non-fiction writing? While primarily used for fiction, the principles can
be adapted for non-fiction structures, outlining arguments or explaining complex processes.



4. What is Freytag's Pyramid? It's a classic model of plot structure, outlining exposition, rising
action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

5. Are there different types of plot diagrams? Yes, variations exist to accommodate non-linear
narratives, multiple plotlines, and genre-specific conventions.

6. How do I use a plot diagram for pre-writing? It's a tool for brainstorming, outlining, and
visualizing your story before you begin writing.

7. How can a plot diagram help with revision? It facilitates identifying pacing issues, plot holes, and
areas needing improvement.

8. Can I use a plot diagram to collaborate with other writers? Absolutely! It provides a shared visual
framework for discussion and feedback.

9. Where can I find free plot diagram templates? Many websites offer free downloadable templates;
search for "plot diagram template PDF".

Related Articles:

1. The Importance of Conflict in Narrative: Explores the role of conflict in creating engaging stories.

2. Character Arcs and Their Impact on Storytelling: Discusses the importance of character
development in a compelling narrative.

3. Developing Compelling Plot Twists: Offers strategies for crafting surprising and impactful plot
twists.

4. Pacing and Suspense in Narrative: Explores how to effectively control pacing to build suspense.

5. Understanding Different Narrative Points of View: Explores the impact of narrative perspective on
storytelling.

6. Worldbuilding Techniques for Fiction Writers: Focuses on creating believable and immersive
fictional worlds.

7. Show, Don't Tell: A Guide to Vivid Writing: Explores effective techniques for descriptive writing.

8. Editing Your Novel: A Step-by-Step Guide: Provides practical tips for the self-editing process.

9. Marketing Your Novel: Strategies for Success: Offers marketing advice for aspiring novelists.

  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Graphic Organizers for Reading Comprehension
Classroom Complete Press, 2015-04-30 58 color reproducible graphic organizers to help your
students comprehend any book or piece of literature in a visual way. Our graphic organizers enable
readers to see how ideas fit together, and can be used to identify the strengths and weaknesses of



your students' thought processes. Our graphic organizers are essential learning tools that will help
your students construct meaning and understand what they are reading. They will help you observe
your students' thinking process on what you read as a class, as a group, or independently, and can
be used for assessment. They include: Story Maps, Plot Development, Character Webs, Predicting
Outcomes, Inferencing, Foreshadowing, Characterization, Sequencing Maps, Cause-Effect Timelines,
Themes, Story Summaries and Venn Diagrams.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly ordinary
village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2023-02-23
Sanger Rainsford is a big-game hunter, who finds himself washed up on an island owned by the
eccentric General Zaroff. Zaroff, a big-game hunter himself, has heard of Rainsford’s abilities with a
gun and organises a hunt. However, they’re not after animals – they’re after people. When he
protests, Rainsford the hunter becomes Rainsford the hunted. Sharing similarities with The Hunger
Games, starring Jennifer Lawrence, this is the story that created the template for pitting man
against man. Born in New York, Richard Connell (1893 – 1949) went on to become an acclaimed
author, screenwriter, and journalist. He is best remembered for the gripping novel The Most
Dangerous Game and for receiving an Oscar nomination for the screenplay Meet John Doe.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Story Of An Hour Kate Chopin, 2014-04-22 Mrs.
Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart condition, reflects on the death of her husband from the safety
of her locked room. Originally published in Vogue magazine, “The Story of an Hour” was retitled as
“The Dream of an Hour,” when it was published amid much controversy under its new title a year
later in St. Louis Life. “The Story of an Hour” was adapted to film in The Joy That Kills by director
Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS anthology called American Playhouse. HarperPerennial
Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in
ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the
HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Lesson Plans: Literature BookCaps, 2014-01-25 How do
you teach classic works of literature in school? This book provides five day lesson plans for over a
half-dozen of greatest books. To Kill a Mockingbird, The Great Gatsby, Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn, Lord of the Flies, The Outsiders, The House of Mango Street, Great Expectations, and The
Color Purple. Each lesson plan may also be purchased separately.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Great Kapok Tree Lynne Cherry, 2000 The many
different animals that live in a great Kapok tree in the Brazilian rainforest try to convince a man with
an ax of the importance of not cutting down their home.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 Christopher
Paul Curtis, 2013-08-06 Celebrate the 25th anniversary of this Newbery and Coretta Scott King
Honoree about a hilarious family on a road-trip at one of the most important times in America's
history. This special edition makes a perfect gift and includes bonus content! Enter the hilarious
world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma,
Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an official juvenile delinquent. When
Byron gets to be too much trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person
who can shape him up. And they'll be in Birmingham during one of the darkest moments in
America's history. Every so often a book becomes a modern classic almost as soon as it arrives on
bookshelves. That happened in the mid-'90s when Christopher Paul Curtis released his first book,
The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963. --NPR One of the best novels EVER. --Jacqueline Woodson,
Newbery Honor and National Book Award–winning author of Brown Girl Dreaming
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Lesson Plans LessonCaps, 2012-08-13 Following
Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for Harper Lee's, To Kill a Mockingbird is the perfect
solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting students excited about a book. BookCaps lesson
plans cover five days worth of material. It includes a suggested reading schedule, discussion
questions, essay topics, homework assignments, and suggested web resources. A separate book is



also available that contains a companion study guide to the book.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Crossover Kwame Alexander, 2014 New York
Times bestseller ∙ Newbery Medal Winner ∙Coretta Scott King Honor Award ∙2015 YALSA 2015 Top
Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults∙ 2015 YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers
∙Publishers Weekly Best Book ∙ School Library Journal Best Book∙ Kirkus Best Book A beautifully
measured novel of life and line.--The New York Times Book Review With a bolt of lightning on my
kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm
delivering, announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are
awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that
tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood
from Kwame Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to
realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a
game-changer for the entire family.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An
intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award
Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Stars Beneath Our Feet David Barclay Moore,
2017-09-19 The right story at the right time. . . . It’s not just a narrative; it’s an experience. It’s the
novel we’ve been waiting for. —The New York Times A boy tries to steer a safe path through the
projects in Harlem in the wake of his brother’s death in this outstanding debut novel that celebrates
community and creativity. Winner of the Coretta Scott King John Steptoe Award for New Talent and
soon to be a major motion picture directed by Michael B. Jordan! It’s Christmas Eve in Harlem, but
twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom aren’t celebrating. They’re still reeling from his older
brother’s death in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. Then Lolly’s mother’s girlfriend



brings him a gift that will change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly’s always
loved Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit instructions exactly. Now, faced with a pile of
building blocks and no instructions, Lolly must find his own way forward. His path isn’t clear—and
the pressure to join a “crew,” as his brother did, is always there. When Lolly and his friend are
beaten up and robbed, joining a crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building a fantastical
Lego city at the community center provides Lolly with an escape—and an unexpected bridge back to
the world. David Barclay Moore paints a powerful portrait of a boy teetering on the edge—of
adolescence, of grief, of violence—and shows how Lolly’s inventive spirit helps him build a life with
firm foundations and open doors. A New York Times Notable Book A Time Magazine Top 10
Children's Books of the Year A Boston Globe Best Children's Book of the Year Six Starred Reviews “A
fast and furious read in which we meet some amazing people, people that stay with us. David
Barclay Moore is an exciting new voice. We definitely haven’t heard the last of his brilliance.”
—Jacqueline Woodson, Newbery Honor and National Book Award–winning author of Brown Girl
Dreaming “The Stars Beneath Our Feet is about the weight of the world on the back of a child, and
the creative tools necessary to alleviate that pressure. I found myself rooting for Lolly, and you will
too.” —Jason Reynolds, Coretta Scott King Honor Winner for As Brave As You
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Red Kayak Priscilla Cummings, 2006-04-06 Brady loves
life on the Chesapeake Bay with his friends J.T. and Digger. But developers and rich families are
moving into the area, and while Brady befriends some of them, like the DiAngelos, his parents and
friends are bitter about the changes. Tragedy strikes when the DiAngelos’ kayak overturns in the
bay, and Brady wonders if it was more than an accident. Soon, Brady discovers the terrible truth
behind the kayak’s sinking, and it will change the lives of those he loves forever. Priscilla Cummings
deftly weaves a suspenseful tale of three teenagers caught in a wicked web of deception.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The God of Small Things Arundhati Roy, 2011-07-27
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in 1969,
from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • MAN
BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens, Arundhati
Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political
drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken irrevocably by the arrival of
their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison and tragedies
accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a country drifting dangerously
toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small Things is an award-winning landmark
that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction and political commentary that continues
unabated.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Enemy Pie (Reading Rainbow Book, Children S
Book about Kindness, Kids Books about Learning) Derek Munson, 2000-09 A Reading Rainbow
book for your child Recommend by experts for children who are reading independently and
transitioning to longer books. Teach kindness, courtesy, respect, and friendship: It was the perfect
summer. That is, until Jeremy Ross moved into the house down the street and became neighborhood
enemy number one. Luckily Dad had a surefire way to get rid of enemies: Enemy Pie. But part of the
secret recipe is spending an entire day playing with the enemy! In this funny yet endearing story one
little boy learns an effective recipe for turning a best enemy into a best friend. Accompanied by
charming illustrations, Enemy Pie serves up a sweet lesson in the difficulties and ultimate rewards of
making new friends. The perfect book for kids learning how to make friends or deal with conflict
Ideal as a read aloud book for families or elementary schools Created by Derek Munson who has
directly shared his children's stories with over 100,000 kids across the globe Fans of Last Stop on
Market Street, Have You Filled a Bucket Today, and First Day Jitters will love this Reading Rainbow
classic, Enemy Pie. Recommend by experts for children who are reading independently and
transitioning to longer books and perfect for the following reading categories: Elementary School
Chapter Books Family Read Aloud Books Books for Kids Ages 5-9 Children's Books for Grades 3-5
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: First Grade Jitters Robert Quackenbush, 2010-06-22



Here is the story of a young boy who is about to enter first grade and doesn't know quite what to
expect. Will his friends be there? Will he have to know how to read and spell? What if he can't
understand anything his teacher says? Looks like a case of first grade jitters! Robert Quackenbush
and Yan Nascimbene tell a reassuring story that is sure to chase away those jitters for any
soon-to-be first grader.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Heart of Darkness ,
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Blood Meridian Cormac McCarthy, 2010-08-11 25th
ANNIVERSARY EDITION • From the bestselling author of The Passenger and the Pulitzer
Prize–winning novel The Road: an epic novel of the violence and depravity that attended America's
westward expansion, brilliantly subverting the conventions of the Western novel and the mythology
of the Wild West. Based on historical events that took place on the Texas-Mexico border in the
1850s, Blood Meridian traces the fortunes of the Kid, a fourteen-year-old Tennesseean who stumbles
into the nightmarish world where Indians are being murdered and the market for their scalps is
thriving. Look for Cormac McCarthy's latest bestselling novels, The Passenger and Stella Maris.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamba,
Bryan Mealer, 2015-02-05 Now a Netflix film starring and directed by Chiwetel Ejiofor, this is a
gripping memoir of survival and perseverance about the heroic young inventor who brought
electricity to his Malawian village. When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village
in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to
sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he
came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made
out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and
helped his family pump the water they needed to farm the land. Retold for a younger audience, this
exciting memoir shows how, even in a desperate situation, one boy's brilliant idea can light up the
world. Complete with photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring readers up to date
on William's story, this is the perfect edition to read and share with the whole family.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Everyday Use Alice Walker, 1994 Presents the text of
Alice Walker's story Everyday Use; contains background essays that provide insight into the story;
and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Danger on Midnight River Gary Paulsen, 1995 Gary
Paulsen World of Adventure series.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Ditch That Textbook Matt Miller, 2015-04-13
Textbooks are symbols of centuries-old education. They're often outdated as soon as they hit
students' desks. Acting by the textbook implies compliance and a lack of creativity. It's time to ditch
those textbooks--and those textbook assumptions about learning In Ditch That Textbook, teacher and
blogger Matt Miller encourages educators to throw out meaningless, pedestrian teaching and
learning practices. He empowers them to evolve and improve on old, standard, teaching methods.
Ditch That Textbook is a support system, toolbox, and manifesto to help educators free their
teaching and revolutionize their classrooms.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Touching Spirit Bear Ben Mikaelsen, 2010-04-20 In his
Nautilus Award-winning classic Touching Spirit Bear, author Ben Mikaelson delivers a powerful
coming-of-age story of a boy who must overcome the effects that violence has had on his life. After
severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, mischief-maker Cole Matthews is in major
trouble. But instead of jail time, Cole is given another option: attend Circle Justice, an alternative
program that sends juvenile offenders to a remote Alaskan Island to focus on changing their ways.
Desperate to avoid prison, Cole fakes humility and agrees to go. While there, Cole is mauled by a
mysterious white bear and left for dead. Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and his own
anger cause him to examine his actions and seek redemption—from the spirit bear that attacked
him, from his victims, and, most importantly, from himself. Ben Mikaelsen paints a vivid picture of a
juvenile offender, examining the roots of his anger without absolving him of responsibility for his
actions, and questioning a society in which angry people make victims of their peers and



communities. Touching Spirit Bear is a poignant testimonial to the power of a pain that can destroy,
or lead to healing. A strong choice for independent reading, sharing in the classroom,
homeschooling, and book groups.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Great Gatsby (Study Guide) LessonCaps,
2012-08-13 Following Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for F. Scott Fitzgerald's, The Great
Gatsby is the perfect solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting students excited about a
book. BookCaps lesson plans cover five days worth of material. It includes a suggested reading
schedule, discussion questions, essay topics, homework assignments, and suggested web resources.
A separate book is also available that contains a companion study guide to the book.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Scarlet Ibis James Hurst, 1988 Ashamed of his
younger brother's physical handicaps, an older brother teaches him how to walk and pushes him to
attempt more strenuous activities.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
(National Book Award Winner) Sherman Alexie, 2012-01-10 A New York Times bestseller—over one
million copies sold! A National Book Award winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his
troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian
is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings
by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one
Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a
forward by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and black-and-white
interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Unofficial Great Gatsby Companion BookCaps,
2013-09-05 If you can’t get enough of The Great Gatsby, then this is one book you will not want to
miss. This companion is a bundle of several of BookCaps™ bestselling books. It includes a short
biography of F. Scott Fitzgerald, a look into the marriage of F. Scott and Zelda, a study guide to the
novel, and teacher lesson plans. BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and
are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading the book. This study guide is an unofficial
companion and not endorsed by the author or publisher of the book.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story) Roald
Dahl, 2012-09-13 The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
sting in the tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors, tells a sinister
story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which
includes ten other devious and shocking stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from
her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject of a deceitful
bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime
stories, subtle, proficient, hair-raising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is
also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald Dahl, the brilliant
and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach,
Matilda, and many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and were most recently the inspiration for the
West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Image of the City Kevin Lynch, 1964-06-15 The
classic work on the evaluation of city form. What does the city's form actually mean to the people
who live there? What can the city planner do to make the city's image more vivid and memorable to
the city dweller? To answer these questions, Mr. Lynch, supported by studies of Los Angeles,
Boston, and Jersey City, formulates a new criterion—imageability—and shows its potential value as a



guide for the building and rebuilding of cities. The wide scope of this study leads to an original and
vital method for the evaluation of city form. The architect, the planner, and certainly the city dweller
will all want to read this book.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Click, Clack, Moo Doreen Cronin, 2006-01-01 When
Farmer Brown's cows find a typewriter in the barn they start making demands, and go on strike
when the farmer refuses to give them what they want.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Gym Candy Carl Deuker, 2008-09-22 “Look, Mick,” he
said, “you’re going to find out from somebody in the gym, so you might as well find out from me.
Those supplements you’re taking? They might get you a little bigger, but just a little. If you’re after
serious results, there’s other stuff that produces better results much faster, stuff that a lot of guys in
the gym use.” “What other stuff?” “You know what I’m talking about—gym candy.” Runningback
Mick Johnson has dreams: dreams of cutting back, finding the hole, breaking into the open, and
running free with nothing but green grass ahead. He has dreams of winning and of being the best.
But football is a cruel sport. It requires power, grace, speed, quickness, and knowledge of the game.
It takes luck, too. One crazy bounce can turn a likely victory into sudden defeat. What elite athlete
wouldn’t look for an edge? A way to make him bigger, stronger, faster? This novel explores the dark
corners of the heart of a young football player as he struggles for success under the always
glaring—and often unforgiving—stadium lights.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: A Chair for My Mother Vera B. Williams, 2021-09-07
This classic and heartwarming picture book was written and illustrated by the celebrated Vera B.
Williams and was named a Caldecott Honor Book by the American Library Association. A tender
knockout. It's rare to find much vitality, spontaneity, and depth of feeling in such a simple, young
book.—Kirkus Reviews Vera Williams tells of a young girl who, along with her waitress mother, saves
coins in a big jar in hopes that they can someday buy a new chair for their apartment, the kind of
chair her mother deserves after being on her feet all day in the Blue Tile Diner. Into the jar also goes
the money Grandma saves whenever she gets a bargain at the market. There hasn't been a
comfortable place to sit in the apartment since a fire in their previous apartment burned everything
to charcoal and ashes. Friends and neighbors brought furniture to their new apartment downstairs,
but no one brought anything big or soft or comfortable. Finally the jar is full, the coins are rolled,
and in the book's crowning moment, mother, daughter, and Grandma search four different furniture
stores, and after carefully trying several chairs, like Goldilocks, they find the chair they've been
dreaming of at last. Vera Williams enhances this story about family, community, and the power of
working together toward a common goal with her signature folk art-inspired paintings. A Chair for
My Mother has sold more than a million copies and is an ideal choice for reading and sharing at
home and in the classroom. A superbly conceived picture book expressing the joyful spirit of a loving
family.—The Horn Book Vera B. Williams's beloved picture book favorites include: More More More,
Said the Baby Amber Was Brave, Essie Was Smart A Chair for Always A Chair for My Mother
Cherries and Cherry Pits Music, Music for Everyone Something Special for Me Stringbean's Trip to
the Shining Sea Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Bad Dog, Dodger! Barbara Abercrombie, 2002 Sam's
dog Dodger is getting into a lot of trouble at home, but he really messes up when Little League
starts and he steals the bat! Full-color illustrations.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Fahrenheit 451 Ann Brant-Kemezis, Center for
Learning (Rocky River, Ohio), Ray Bradbury, 1990-08 Lessons and activities for use in teaching
Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: 40 Graphic Organizers That Build Comprehension
During Independent Reading Anina Robb, 2003-08-01 Provides graphic organizers to help students
get the most out of independent reading.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Hatchet Gary Paulsen, 1989-07-01 After a plane crash,
thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian wilderness, learning to survive with
only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce.



  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Veldt Ray Bradbury, 2000 Ray Bradbury [RL 6 IL
7-12] The nursery of the Hadleys ultra- modern Happylife Home transforms itself into a sinister
African veldt. Theme: technology out of control. 42 pages. Tale Blazers.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: To Kill a Mockingbird LessonCaps, 2012-08-13 Following
Common Core Standards, this lesson plan for Harper Lee's, To Kill a Mockingbird is the perfect
solution for teachers trying to get ideas for getting students excited about a book. BookCaps lesson
plans cover five days worth of material. It includes a suggested reading schedule, discussion
questions, essay topics, homework assignments, and suggested web resources. This book also
includes a study guide to the book, which includes chapter summaries, overview of characters, plot
summary, and overview of themes. Both the study guide and the lesson plan may be purchased
individually; buy as a combo, however, and save.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry, 2016-11-01 A
Raisin in the Sun reflects Lorraine Hansberry's childhood experiences in segregated Chicago. This
electrifying masterpiece has enthralled audiences and has been heaped with critical accolades. The
play that changed American theatre forever - The New York Times. Edition Description
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: Thank You, M'am Langston Hughes, 2014-08 When a
young boy named Roger tries to steal the purse of a woman named Luella, he is just looking for
money to buy stylish new shoes. After she grabs him by the collar and drags him back to her home,
he's sure that he is in deep trouble. Instead, Roger is soon left speechless by her kindness and
generosity.
  plot diagram graphic organizer pdf: The Sweetest Fig , 1993 After being given two magical
figs that make his dreams come true, Monsieur Bibot sees his plans for future wealth upset by his
long-suffering dog.
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