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readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf materials are invaluable
resources for scholars, students, and enthusiasts seeking to explore the
foundational texts and ideas that shaped Chinese intellectual history. These
readings typically encompass translations and interpretations of seminal
works by renowned philosophers such as Confucius, Laozi, Mencius, and
Zhuangzi, offering insights into ethics, metaphysics, governance, and human
nature. Accessing these documents in PDF format provides convenience and
flexibility, facilitating in-depth study and research across different
platforms. This article presents an overview of the availability, content,
and academic relevance of readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf,
highlighting key collections and their contributions to understanding ancient
Chinese thought. Additionally, it addresses how these resources support
comparative philosophy and cross-cultural dialogues. The following sections
detail the main classical texts, notable editions, and practical tips for
locating reputable PDF versions.
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Popular Editions and Translations Available in PDF
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e Where and How to Access Quality PDFs of Classical Chinese Philosophy

Overview of Classical Chinese Philosophy

Classical Chinese philosophy refers to the body of philosophical thought
developed during the early centuries of Chinese civilization, primarily
between the Zhou dynasty (1046-256 BCE) and the early Han dynasty (206
BCE-220 CE). This period is marked by the emergence of various schools of
thought, including Confucianism, Daoism, Legalism, Mohism, and others. These
philosophies address fundamental questions about morality, governance, the
cosmos, and the ideal life.

Readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf collections often include
original texts alongside modern scholarly commentary, providing context and
interpretation. The philosophical doctrines articulated in these works have
influenced Chinese culture, politics, and society for millennia, making their
study essential for understanding both historical and contemporary East Asian
thought.



Historical Context and Influence

The Hundred Schools of Thought era was a fertile intellectual period during
which competing ideas were proposed and debated. Confucianism, emphasizing
ritual propriety and ethical governance, eventually became dominant, while
Daoism advocated harmony with the natural world and spontaneity. Legalism
offered pragmatic approaches to statecraft and law enforcement. Understanding
these contexts enriches the study of readings in classical Chinese philosophy
pdf by situating texts within their sociopolitical milieu.

Philosophical Themes

Core themes explored in classical Chinese philosophy include the nature of
virtue ([J, dé), the concept of the Dao ([J) or "Way," the role of the ruler
and the governed, human nature, and the interplay between heaven ([J, tian)
and earth. These ideas are intricately woven into the texts commonly found in
classical Chinese philosophy PDF collections, facilitating comprehensive
investigation into their philosophical significance.

Key Texts Included in Readings in Classical
Chinese Philosophy PDF

Readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf typically feature pivotal texts
that have shaped Chinese thought across centuries. These texts not only serve
as primary sources but also provide a foundation for comparative
philosophical studies worldwide.

The Analects of Confucius

The Analects ([0, L4nyu) is a compilation of sayings and ideas attributed to
Confucius and his disciples. It emphasizes moral integrity, filial piety, and
the cultivation of virtue. This text is a staple in readings in classical
Chinese philosophy pdf due to its central role in Confucian doctrine and its
lasting cultural impact.

The Dao De Jing

Attributed to Laozi, the Dao De Jing ([J0J0) is a concise yet profound text
outlining the principles of Daoism. It explores themes of simplicity,
naturalness, and non-action ([J, wlwéi). This work is frequently included in
PDF collections for its philosophical depth and literary elegance.



Mencius

Mencius (0d, Méngzi) expands upon Confucian ideas, particularly the innate
goodness of human nature. His dialogues and arguments are vital components of
readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf, illustrating the evolution of
ethical thought within Confucianism.

Zhuangzi

The Zhuangzi ([JJ) is a foundational Daoist text that employs parables and
allegories to question conventional knowledge and promote spiritual freedom.
Its inclusion in PDF compilations offers a counterbalance to Confucian
rationalism and enriches philosophical discourse.

Other Important Texts

e Mozi ([O0J) — advocating universal love and utilitarian ethics
e Book of Changes ([0, Yijing) — focusing on cosmology and divination

e Legalist texts such as Han Feizi ((JJJ) — emphasizing law and statecraft

Popular Editions and Translations Available in
PDF

Numerous editions of classical Chinese philosophy texts exist in PDF format,
catering to diverse academic needs. These range from critical editions with
extensive annotations to accessible translations for general readers. The
quality and approach of these editions vary, reflecting different scholarly
traditions and translation philosophies.

Annotated and Critical Editions

Annotated PDFs provide detailed explanations, historical background, and
textual variants, making them especially valuable for advanced scholarship.
These editions often include original Chinese text alongside English
translations, facilitating linguistic and interpretive analysis.

Accessible Translations

For readers seeking an introduction to classical Chinese philosophy, many



PDFs offer modern English translations that prioritize clarity and
readability. These versions may omit extensive commentary but retain the
essential philosophical content.

Collections and Anthologies

Some PDF compilations assemble multiple texts into a single volume, offering
a comprehensive overview of classical Chinese philosophy. Such anthologies
are useful for comparative study and provide a broad perspective on the
intellectual landscape of ancient China.

Academic Applications of Readings in Classical
Chinese Philosophy PDF

Readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf serve a wide range of academic
purposes, from undergraduate coursework to advanced research. They are
integral to disciplines such as philosophy, Asian studies, comparative
religion, and political science.

Curriculum and Teaching

In academic settings, PDF readings allow instructors to distribute primary
texts and critical essays efficiently. Their portability and searchability
enhance classroom engagement and facilitate student annotation and analysis.

Research and Scholarship

Researchers utilize these PDFs to access rare or out-of-print texts, cross-
reference translations, and examine interpretive variations. The availability
of digital versions accelerates comparative studies and interdisciplinary
inquiry.

Cross-Cultural and Comparative Philosophy

Classical Chinese philosophy PDFs enable scholars to juxtapose Eastern and
Western philosophical traditions, fostering dialogues that expand
understanding of universal and culturally specific ideas.

Where and How to Access Quality PDFs of



Classical Chinese Philosophy

Securing reputable readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf requires
awareness of trustworthy sources and legal considerations. Various academic
institutions, digital libraries, and publishing houses offer legitimate
access to these materials.

University Libraries and Repositories

Many university libraries provide free or subscription-based access to PDFs
of classical Chinese philosophy texts. Institutional repositories often house
digitized versions of rare manuscripts and scholarly editions.

Open Access Platforms

Open access initiatives promote the free availability of academic works,
including classical Chinese philosophy PDFs. These platforms enhance global
accessibility and support educational equity.

Tips for Identifying Quality PDFs

e Verify the credentials of translators and editors
e Check for the presence of original Chinese text alongside translation
e Look for editions published by reputable academic presses

e Assess the inclusion of scholarly commentary and footnotes

By following these guidelines, readers can ensure they use reliable and
authoritative readings in classical Chinese philosophy pdf for their studies.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find free PDF readings in classical
Chinese philosophy?

You can find free PDF readings in classical Chinese philosophy on websites
like Project Gutenberg, Internet Archive, and university open courseware
pages that specialize in philosophy or East Asian studies.



What are some recommended classical Chinese
philosophy texts available in PDF format?

Recommended texts include 'The Analects' by Confucius, 'Tao Te Ching' by
Laozi, 'Mencius' by Mencius, and 'Zhuangzi' by Zhuangzi, many of which are
available in PDF format online.

Are there any annotated or translated PDFs of
classical Chinese philosophy readings?

Yes, many PDFs include annotated or translated versions of classical Chinese
philosophy texts. Notable translators include James Legge and Burton Watson,
whose works are often available in PDF format.

How can I use PDF readings in classical Chinese
philosophy for academic study?

You can use PDF readings for detailed textual analysis, compare different
translations, and reference primary sources in essays or research on Chinese
philosophy.

Is there a comprehensive PDF anthology of classical
Chinese philosophy readings?

Yes, anthologies such as 'Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy' edited by
Philip J. Ivanhoe and Bryan W. Van Norden are available in PDF and provide a
comprehensive collection of key texts.

What file size should I expect for PDF readings in
classical Chinese philosophy?

PDF file sizes vary depending on the length and inclusion of images or
annotations, typically ranging from 500 KB to 10 MB for standard texts.

Can I legally download copyrighted PDFs of classical
Chinese philosophy readings?

Ensure that the PDFs are from public domain sources or have appropriate
permissions. Many classical texts are public domain, but recent translations
may be under copyright.

What software is best for reading PDFs of classical
Chinese philosophy texts?

Adobe Acrobat Reader, Foxit Reader, and Sumatra PDF are excellent options
that support annotation and easy navigation, suitable for reading classical



Chinese philosophy PDFs.

Additional Resources

1. Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy

This book is a comprehensive anthology of key texts from major Chinese
philosophers such as Confucius, Mencius, Laozi, and Zhuangzi. It provides
both the original classical Chinese texts and their English translations,
accompanied by insightful commentary. The collection offers readers an in-
depth understanding of foundational ideas in Chinese philosophy and their
historical context.

2. The Analects of Confucius: A New Translation

A modern translation of one of the most influential works in Chinese
philosophy, The Analects captures the thoughts and teachings of Confucius.
This edition includes detailed notes and explanations to help readers grasp
the nuances of Confucian ethics and social philosophy. It is essential
reading for those interested in classical Chinese moral and political
thought.

3. Tao Te Ching: The Classic Book of Integrity and the Way

Attributed to Laozi, the Tao Te Ching is a fundamental text in Daoist
philosophy. This edition presents a clear translation alongside commentary
that explores its themes of naturalness, simplicity, and harmony. It offers
valuable insights into the Daoist worldview and its influence on Chinese
culture.

4. Mencius: With Selections from Traditional Commentaries

Mencius is one of the principal interpreters of Confucianism, emphasizing
human nature and benevolent governance. This volume includes the original
text along with traditional commentaries, providing a rich resource for
understanding Mencian thought. It highlights the dialogues and arguments that
shaped early Chinese ethical and political philosophy.

5. Zhuangzi: The Essential Writings with Selections from Traditional
Commentaries

This book offers a selection of writings from Zhuangzi, a key Daoist
philosopher known for his literary style and philosophical depth. The text is
accompanied by traditional commentaries that illuminate its allegorical and
paradoxical content. Readers can explore themes such as relativism,
spontaneity, and the nature of reality.

6. Classical Chinese Philosophy: An Anthology of Translations

This anthology brings together a wide range of classical Chinese
philosophical texts beyond the well-known figures, including lesser-known
schools and thinkers. Each text is translated with care and contextualized
with historical and philosophical introductions. It is ideal for readers
seeking a broader perspective on Chinese intellectual traditions.

7. The Book of Changes (I Ching): A New Translation and Commentary



The I Ching is an ancient divination text that has deeply influenced Chinese
philosophy and culture. This edition offers a fresh translation and detailed
commentary that explain its symbolic language and philosophical implications.
It provides insights into concepts of change, balance, and the cosmos in
classical Chinese thought.

8. Chinese Philosophy: A Historical Introduction

This book traces the development of Chinese philosophy from its origins
through the classical period and beyond. It covers major philosophers and
schools, presenting their ideas in historical context. The accessible
narrative helps readers appreciate the evolution and diversity of Chinese
philosophical traditions.

9. Ethics in Early China: An Anthology

Focusing on the ethical dimensions of early Chinese thought, this anthology
includes selections from Confucian, Daoist, and Legalist texts. The
translations are accompanied by critical essays that explore the moral
theories and practices of ancient China. It serves as a valuable resource for
understanding the ethical foundations of classical Chinese philosophy.

Readings In Classical Chinese Philosophy Pdf

Find other PDF articles:
https://new.teachat.com/wwul3/pdf?ID=£{si51-6795&title=paper-towns-pdf.pdf

Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy: A
Comprehensive Guide

Uncover the Timeless Wisdom of Confucius, Lao Tzu, and More - Without the Frustration of
Traditional Texts.

Are you fascinated by the profound wisdom of ancient Chinese philosophy but intimidated by dense
academic texts and complex translations? Do you struggle to grasp the core concepts of
Confucianism, Taoism, and other influential schools of thought? Do you wish you had a clear,
concise, and accessible guide to navigate this rich intellectual landscape? If so, you're not alone.
Many find classical Chinese philosophy daunting, hindering their ability to access its transformative
insights.

This ebook, Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy, provides a readily digestible pathway to
understanding these pivotal philosophical traditions. We've painstakingly curated and simplified key
texts, offering clear explanations and insightful analyses that illuminate the core tenets of each
school of thought.


https://new.teachat.com/wwu15/files?dataid=uFQ22-7488&title=readings-in-classical-chinese-philosophy-pdf.pdf
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This ebook, Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy, by Dr. Anya Sharma, offers:

Introduction: A concise overview of classical Chinese philosophy, its historical context, and its
enduring relevance.

Chapter 1: Confucianism: Exploring the core tenets of Confucianism, including Ren (benevolence), Li
(ritual propriety), and the concept of the Junzi (noble person). Analysis of key Confucian texts, such
as the Analects.

Chapter 2: Taoism: Delving into the philosophy of Taoism, including the concept of the Tao (the
Way), Wu Wei (non-action), and the pursuit of natural harmony. Examination of key Taoist texts,
such as the Tao Te Ching.

Chapter 3: Legalism: Understanding the principles of Legalism, its emphasis on law and order, and
its influence on Chinese governance. Exploration of key Legalist texts.

Chapter 4: Mohism: An in-depth look at Mohism, its focus on universal love, and its contrasting
viewpoints with Confucianism. Analysis of key Mohist texts.

Chapter 5: Other Schools of Thought: A brief overview of other significant schools of thought,
including Yin-Yang, and their contributions to classical Chinese philosophical discourse.
Conclusion: Synthesizing the key themes and ideas explored throughout the book, highlighting the
enduring relevance of classical Chinese philosophy in the modern world.

Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy: A Deep Dive

This article provides a detailed exploration of the topics covered in the ebook, Readings in Classical
Chinese Philosophy, offering a comprehensive understanding of classical Chinese philosophical
thought.

1. Introduction: Navigating the Ancient Wisdom

Classical Chinese philosophy, flourishing from the 6th century BCE to the 3rd century CE,
represents a rich tapestry of ideas that profoundly shaped Chinese culture, society, and governance.
Understanding this period requires grappling with diverse schools of thought, each offering unique
perspectives on ethics, politics, metaphysics, and the human condition. This introduction serves as a
roadmap, orienting the reader to the historical context, key figures, and central themes that will be
explored in subsequent chapters. We will examine the socio-political environment that fostered these
philosophical developments - a time of warring states and shifting power dynamics - and highlight
the enduring relevance of these ideas in contemporary society. The key concepts of Tian (Heaven),
Ren (humaneness), and Dao (Way) will be introduced as foundational pillars of understanding.

Keywords: Classical Chinese Philosophy, Historical Context, Key Figures, Confucianism, Taoism,
Legalism, Mohism, Tian, Ren, Dao, Warring States Period



2. Confucianism: The Way of the Junzi

Confucianism, arguably the most influential school of thought, centers around the teachings of
Confucius (551-479 BCE) and his disciples. This chapter explores the core tenets of Confucianism,
emphasizing Ren (benevolence, humaneness), Li (ritual propriety, social etiquette), and Yi
(righteousness). We will delve into the concept of the Junzi (noble person), the ideal individual
embodying these virtues. The Analects, a collection of Confucius's sayings and teachings, will be
analyzed to illuminate these concepts. We'll examine the emphasis on filial piety, social harmony,
and the importance of education in achieving a well-ordered society. Furthermore, the concept of
Xiao (filial piety) and its implications for family structure and social order will be carefully
investigated. Finally, the contrasting interpretations of Confucianism throughout history will be
presented.

Keywords: Confucianism, Confucius, Analects, Ren, Li, Yi, Junzi, Filial Piety, Xiao, Social Harmony,
Education

3. Taoism: Embracing the Natural Way

Taoism, with its roots in the teachings of Lao Tzu (6th century BCE) and Zhuangzi (4th century
BCE), offers a contrasting perspective to Confucianism. This chapter explores the concept of the Tao
(Way), the underlying principle governing the universe. We will examine Wu Wei (non-action), the
art of effortless action aligned with the natural flow of the Tao. The Tao Te Ching, attributed to Lao
Tzu, and the Zhuangzi, will be analyzed to illustrate the core principles of Taoism, including the
importance of spontaneity, simplicity, and living in harmony with nature. The concept of Ziran
(naturalness) and its relationship to human life will be explored. The differences and similarities
between Taoism and Confucianism will be highlighted to provide a clearer understanding of their
contrasting approaches to life and governance.

Keywords: Taoism, Lao Tzu, Zhuangzi, Tao Te Ching, Zhuangzi, Tao, Wu Wei, Non-Action, Natural
Harmony, Ziran, Simplicity, Spontaneity

4. Legalism: The Rule of Law

Legalism, a prominent school of thought during the Warring States period, differed significantly
from both Confucianism and Taoism. This chapter focuses on the Legalist emphasis on law, order,
and strict governance. Key Legalist thinkers such as Han Feizi and Shang Yang will be introduced,
and their ideas on centralized power, harsh punishments, and the importance of clear laws will be
explored. We'll examine the Legalist critique of Confucian humanism and its implications for social
control. The impact of Legalism on the Qin Dynasty's unification of China will be discussed,
highlighting both its successes and its ultimate failures.



Keywords: Legalism, Han Feizi, Shang Yang, Law, Order, Centralized Power, Punishment, Social
Control, Qin Dynasty

5. Mohism: Universal Love and Practicality

Mohism, founded by Mozi (470-391 BCE), presented a unique perspective within classical Chinese
philosophy. This chapter examines Mozi's emphasis on universal love, impartial care, and practical
solutions to societal problems. We will explore Mohist ideas on warfare, social justice, and the
importance of meritocracy. The contrasting viewpoints between Mohism and Confucianism will be
analyzed, highlighting the differences in their approaches to ethics and governance. The ultimate
decline of Mohism will be contextualized within the broader intellectual landscape of the time.

Keywords: Mohism, Mozi, Universal Love, Impartial Care, Warfare, Social Justice, Meritocracy,
Confucianism

6. Other Schools of Thought: A Wider Perspective

This chapter provides a concise overview of other significant schools of thought within classical
Chinese philosophy, including Yin-Yang cosmology, and their contributions to the broader
intellectual discourse. We will briefly explore their core ideas and their influence on subsequent
developments in Chinese thought.

7. Conclusion: Enduring Relevance

This concluding chapter synthesizes the key themes and ideas explored throughout the book. We will
discuss the enduring relevance of classical Chinese philosophy in addressing contemporary issues
such as ethics, governance, and the relationship between humanity and nature.

FAQs

1. What is the best way to approach reading classical Chinese philosophy? Start with introductory
texts and summaries before tackling original sources. Focus on understanding the core concepts and
their historical context.



2. How does classical Chinese philosophy relate to modern life? Its core principles on ethics,
governance, and self-cultivation remain relevant to contemporary issues.

3. What are the major differences between Confucianism and Taoism? Confucianism emphasizes
social order and ritual propriety, while Taoism prioritizes living in harmony with nature and

spontaneity.

4. What is the significance of the Analects? It's a primary source for understanding Confucian
thought, containing Confucius's sayings and teachings.

5. What is the role of ritual in Confucianism? Rituals play a crucial role in maintaining social
harmony and cultivating moral character.

6. What is the meaning of Wu Wei in Taoism? It refers to effortless action, aligning oneself with the
natural flow of the Tao.

7. What is the relevance of Legalism in understanding Chinese history? Legalism’s emphasis on law
and order played a key role in the unification of China under the Qin Dynasty.

8. How does Mohism differ from other schools of thought? Mohism emphasized universal love and
impartial care, contrasting with the more particularistic approaches of Confucianism.

9. What are some good resources for further reading on classical Chinese philosophy? Numerous
academic books and translated texts are available, catering to various levels of expertise.

Related Articles:

1. Confucianism and its Impact on East Asian Societies: Explores the widespread influence of
Confucianism across East Asia and its continuing relevance.

2. Taoism and Environmentalism: A Harmonious Relationship: Examines the connection between
Taoist philosophy and contemporary environmental concerns.

3. Legalism and the Rise of the Qin Dynasty: Details the role of Legalism in the unification of China
under the Qin.

4. A Comparison of Confucianism and Taoism: A detailed comparison of the core principles, values,
and practices of Confucianism and Taoism.

5. Mohism: An Often-Overlooked School of Thought: Highlights the importance and unique
contributions of Mohism to classical Chinese philosophy.

6. The Concept of Ren in Confucian Thought: A deep dive into the multifaceted meaning and
significance of Ren.

7. Understanding Wu Wei: The Art of Effortless Action: Explores the nuances and practical



applications of Wu Wei.

8. The Influence of Classical Chinese Philosophy on Modern Chinese Culture: Examines the enduring
legacy of classical Chinese philosophy in modern China.

9. Key Texts in Classical Chinese Philosophy: A Reader's Guide: Provides a curated list of essential
texts and resources for further study.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy
(Second Edition) Philip J. Ivanhoe, Bryan W. Van Norden, 2005-01-01 This new edition offers
expanded selections from the works of Kongzi (Confucius), Mengzi (Mencius), Zhuangzi (Chuang
Tzu), and Xunzi (Hsun Tzu); two new works, the dialogues 'Robber Zhi' and 'White Horse'; a concise
general introduction; brief introductions to, and selective bibliographies for, each work; and four
appendices that shed light on important figures, periods, texts, and terms in Chinese thought.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy
Bryan W. Van Norden, Philip ]J. Ivanhoe, 2023-04-28 The third edition of Ivanhoe and Van Norden's
acclaimed anthology builds on the strengths of previous editions with the addition of new selections
for each chapter; selections from Shen Dao; a new translation of the writings of Han Feizi; selections
from two texts, highly influential in later Chinese philosophy, the Great Learning and Mean; and a
complete translation of the recently discovered text Nature Comes from the Mandate. Each section
of this volume begins with a brief Introduction and concludes with a lightly annotated Selective
Bibliography. Also included are four appendices: Important Figures, Important Periods, Important
Texts, and Important Terms. Additional materials, including study questions for selected chapters,
will be available on the Title Support Page for this volume on the Hackett Publishing Company
website: www.hackettpublishing.com/rccp-support in spring 2023.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Introduction to Classical Chinese
Philosophy Bryan W. Van Norden, 2011-03-04 This book is an introduction in the very best sense of
the word. It provides the beginner with an accurate, sophisticated, yet accessible account, and offers
new insights and challenging perspectives to those who have more specialized knowledge. Focusing
on the period in Chinese philosophy that is surely most easily approachable and perhaps is most
important, it ranges over of rich set of competing options. It also, with admirable self-consciousness,
presents a number of daring attempts to relate those options to philosophical figures and
movements from the West. I recommend it very highly.--Lee H. Yearley, Walter Y. Evans-Wentz
Professor, Religious Studies, Stanford University

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Readings in Later Chinese Philosophy Justin
Tiwald, Bryan W. Van Norden, 2014-09-03 An exceptional contribution to the teaching and study of
Chinese thought, this anthology provides fifty-eight selections arranged chronologically in five main
sections: Han Thought, Chinese Buddhism, Neo-Confucianism, Late Imperial Confucianism, and the
Twentieth Century. The editors have selected writings that have been influential, that are
philosophically engaging, and that can be understood as elements of an ongoing dialogue,
particularly on issues regarding ethical cultivation, human nature, virtue, government, and the
underlying structure of the universe. Within those topics, issues of contemporary interest, such as
Chinese ideas about gender and the experiences of women, are brought to light. Introductions to
each main section provide an overview of the period, while brief headnotes to selections highlight
key points. The translations are the works of many distinguished scholars, and were chosen for their
accuracy and accessibility, especially for students, general readers, and scholars who do not read
Chinese. Special effort has been made to maintain consistency of key terms across translations. Also
included are a glossary, bibliography, index of names, and an index locorum of The Four Books.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Chinese Philosophy of Technology Qian
Wang, 2020-02-20 This book gathers essays that introduce the ideological advances in the




philosophy of engineering and technology in contemporary China. It particularly focuses on China’s
distinctive concepts and methods, revealing different views and academic debates to offer readers a
comprehensive overview of this important field. The contributors present unique perspectives based
on practical problems and traditional philosophy, examining such issues and concepts as axiology
and theories of process, the difference between engineering activities and technology activities, and
the core of the relationship between “Dao” and “Technique.” Other essays cover the ethics of
technology, practical wisdom (phronesis) and practical reasoning, as well as creative concepts and
methods concerning the philosophical problems in high technology, architectural technology, and
technological innovation. The authors also consider more general issues in the field. This book
compiles the relevant research achievements of Chinese scholars in various time periods. Some
authors have revised and translated into English papers published in Chinese, while others present
their research in English specifically for this study. An annotated bibliography of the major
publications in the field completes this collection.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Heaven and Earth Are Not Humane
Franklin Perkins, 2014-05-23 That bad things happen to good people was as true in early China as it
is today. Franklin Perkins uses this observation as the thread by which to trace the effort by Chinese
thinkers of the Warring States Period (c.475-221 BCE), a time of great conflict and division, to seek
reconciliation between humankind and the world. Perkins provides rich new readings of classical
Chinese texts and reflects on their significance for Western philosophical discourse.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Classical Chinese Naiying Yuan, Hai-tao Tang,
James Geiss, 2017-01-31 Classical Chinese is the most comprehensive and authoritative textbook on
the language, literature, philosophy, history, and religion of premodern China. Rigorously and
extensively field-tested and fine-tuned for years in classroom settings, it sets a new standard for the
field. Originally published in three volumes, Classical Chinese appears here in one convenient and
easy-to-use volume. Classical Chinese contains forty selections from texts written between the fifth
century BC and the first century AD, during which the classical Chinese language was fully
developed and standardized. These passages, which express key themes in Chinese humor, wit,
wisdom, moral conviction, and political ideals, are arranged in the order of complexity of the
grammatical patterns they exemplify. Uniquely, each text is translated into both modern Chinese
and English. A detailed glossary defines unfamiliar terms and names found in the first part of the
textbook, and the last section features in-depth grammatical analyses, in which every sentence in the
main selections is fully diagrammed to show the grammatical relations between their various parts.
Corresponding exercises review and reinforce the materials. Four supplementary volumes—an
introduction to grammar, readings in poetry and prose, selected historical texts, and selected
philosophical texts—are separately available for use in conjunction with this basic reader. Classical
Chinese provides a definitive resource for students and instructors of classical Chinese language and
culture.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Gongsun Longzi and Other Neglected
Texts Rafael Suter, Lisa Indraccolo, Wolfgang Behr, 2020-04-06 The Gongsun Longzi is often
considered the only extant work of the Classical Chinese “School of Names”, an early intellectual
tradition (trad. dated to the 4th cent. B.C.) mainly concerned with logic and the philosophy of
language. The Gongsun Longzi is a heterogeneous collection of five chapters that include short
treatises and largely fictive dialogues between an anonymous persuader and his opponent, which
typically revolve around a paradoxical claim. Its value as a testimony to Early Chinese philosophy,
however, is somewhat controversial due to the intricate textual history of the text and our limited
knowledge about its intellectual backgrounds. This volume gathers contributions by leading
specialists in the fields of Classical Chinese philosophy, philology, logic, and linguistics. Besides an
overview of the scholarly literature on the topic and a detailed account of the reception of the text
throughout time, it presents fresh insights into philological and philosophical problems raised by the
Gongsun Longzi and other closely-related texts equally attributed to the “School of Names”.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Classical Chinese for Everyone Bryan W. Van



Norden, 2019-10-15 In just thirteen brief, accessible chapters, this engaging little book takes
absolute beginners from the most basic questions about the language (e.g., what does a classical
Chinese character look like?) to reading and understanding selections from classical Chinese
philosophical texts and Tang dynasty poetry. An outstanding introduction to reading classical
Chinese. Van Norden does a wonderful job of clearly explaining the basics of classical Chinese, and
he carefully takes the reader through beautifully chosen examples from the textual tradition. An
invaluable work. —Michael Puett, Harvard University

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Art of Chinese Philosophy Paul Goldin,
2020-04-07 Goldin thus begins the book by asking the basic question What are we reading? while
also considering why it has been so rarely asked. Yet far from denigrating Chinese philosophy, he
argues that liberating these texts from the mythic idea that they are the product of a single great
mind only improves our understanding and appreciation. By no means does a text require single and
undisputed authorship to be meaningful; nor is historicism the only legitimate interpretive stance.
The first chapter takes up a hallmark of Chinese philosophy that demands a Western reader's
cognizance: its preference for non-deductive argumentation. Chinese philosophy is an art (hence the
title) he demonstrates, more than it is a rigorous logical method. Then comes the core of the book,
eight chapters devoted to the eight philosophical texts divided into three parts: Philosophy of
Heaven, Philosophy of the Way, and Two Titans at the End of an Age. .

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: An Introduction to Chinese Philosophy
Karyn L. Lai, 2008-07-31 This comprehensive introductory textbook to early Chinese philosophy
covers a range of philosophical traditions which arose during the Spring and Autumn (722-476 BCE)
and Warring States (475-221 BCE) periods in China, including Confucianism, Mohism, Daoism, and
Legalism. It considers concepts, themes and argumentative methods of early Chinese philosophy and
follows the development of some ideas in subsequent periods, including the introduction of
Buddhism into China. The book examines key issues and debates in early Chinese philosophy,
cross-influences between its traditions and interpretations by scholars up to the present day. The
discussion draws upon both primary texts and secondary sources, and there are suggestions for
further reading. This will be an invaluable guide for all who are interested in the foundations of
Chinese philosophy and its richness and continuing relevance.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Virtue Ethics and Consequentialism in Early
Chinese Philosophy Bryan van Norden, 2007-06-11 In this book Bryan W. Van Norden examines
early Confucianism as a form of virtue ethics and Mohism, an anti-Confucian movement, as a version
of consequentialism. The philosophical methodology is analytic, in that the emphasis is on clear
exegesis of the texts and a critical examination of the philosophical arguments proposed by each
side. Van Norden shows that Confucianism, while similar to Aristotelianism in being a form of virtue
ethics, offers different conceptions of 'the good life', the virtues, human nature, and ethical
cultivation. Mohism is akin to Western utilitarianism in being a form of consequentialism, but
distinctive in its conception of the relevant consequences and in its specific thought-experiments and
state-of-nature arguments. Van Norden makes use of the best research on Chinese history,
archaeology, and philology. His text is accessible to philosophers with no previous knowledge of
Chinese culture and to Sinologists with no background in philosophy.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Path Michael Puett, Christine Gross-Loh,
2016-04-05 For the first time, an award-winning Harvard professor shares his wildly popular course
on classical Chinese philosophy, showing you how ancient ideas—like the fallacy of the authentic
self—can guide you on the path to a good life today. Why is a course on ancient Chinese
philosophers one of the most popular at Harvard? Because it challenges all our modern assumptions
about what it takes to flourish. Astonishing teachings emerged two thousand years ago through the
work of a succession of Chinese scholars exploring how humans can improve themselves and their
society. And what are these counterintuitive ideas? Transformation comes not from looking within
for a true self, but from creating conditions that produce new possibilities. Good relationships come
not from being sincere and authentic, but from the rituals we perform within them. A good life



emerges not from planning it out, but through training ourselves to respond well to small moments.
Influence comes not from wielding power but from holding back. Excellence comes from what we
choose to do, not our natural abilities. In other words, The Path “opens the mind” (Huffington Post)
and upends everything we are told about how to lead a good life. Its most radical idea is that there is
no path to follow in the first place—just a journey we create anew at every moment by seeing and
doing things differently. “With its...spirited, convincing vision, revolutionary new insights can be
gleaned from this book on how to approach life’s multifarious situations with both heart and head”
(Kirkus Reviews). A note from the publisher: To read relevant passages from the original works of
Chinese philosophy, see our ebook Confucius, Mencius, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Xunzi: Selected Passages,
available wherever books are sold.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Zhu Xi's Reading of the Analects Daniel K.
Gardner, 2003 This text explains the significance of Zhu Xi's interpretation of the Confucian
tradition and of the genre of commentary in Eastern philosophy.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Way of Chuang-Tzu Zhuangzi, Thomas
Merton, 1965 Free renderings of selections from the works of Chuang-tzu, taken from various
translations.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Chinese Thought Roel Sterckx, 2019-03-28
Shortlisted for the PEN Hessel-Tiltman Prize 'A terrific book, rich and endlessly thought provoking. .
. If you are looking for one book to understand the core ideas of Chinese civilisation, read this' -
Michael Wood An engrossing history of ancient Chinese philosophy and culture from an eminent
Cambridge expert We are often told that the twenty-first century is bound to become China's
century. Never before has Chinese culture been so physically, digitally, economically or aesthetically
present in everyday Western life. But how much do we really know about its origins and key beliefs?
How did the ancient Chinese think about the world? In this enlightening book, Roel Sterckx, one of
the foremost experts in Chinese thought, takes us through centuries of Chinese history, from
Confucius to Daoism to the Legalists. The great questions that have occupied China's brightest
minds were not about who and what we are, but rather how we should live our lives, how we should
organise society and how we can secure the well-being of those who live with us and for whom we
carry responsibility. With evocative examples from philosophy, literature and everyday life, Sterckx
shows us how the ancient Chinese have shaped the thinking of a civilization that is now influencing
our own.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Classic Asian Philosophy Joel J. Kupperman,
2006-11-16 This is a second, revised edition of Kupperman's introduction to Asian philosophy via its
canonical texts. Kupperman ranges from the Upanishads to the Bhagavad Gita through Confucius to
Zen Buddhism, walking students through the texts, conveying the vitality and appeal of the works,
and explaining their philosophical roots. Kupperman has made revisions throughout the text,
clarifying where necessary, and added a new chapter on al-Arabi's The Bezels of Wisdom, a classic of
Islamic Sufism.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Jesuit Reading of Confucius Thierry
Meynard, 2015-05-12 The very name of Confucius is a constant reminder that the “foremost sage” in
China was first known in the West through Latin works. The most influential of these was the
Confucius Sinarum Philosophus (Confucius, the Philosopher of China), published in Paris in 1687.
For more than two hundred years, Western intellectuals like Leibniz and Voltaire read and
meditated on the sayings of Confucius from this Latin version. Thierry Meynard examines the
intellectual background of the Jesuits in China and their thought processes in coming to understand
the Confucian tradition. He presents a trilingual edition of the Lunyu, including the Chinese text, the
Latin translation of the Lunyu and its commentaries, and their rendition in modern English, with
notes.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Law and Morality in Ancient China R. P.
Peerenboom, 1993-02-11 Huang-Lao thought, a unique and sophisticated political philosophy which
combines elements of Daoism and Legalism, dominated the intellectual life of late Warring States



and Early Han China, providing the ideological foundation for post-Qin reforms. In the absence of
extant texts, however, scholars of classical Chinese philosophy remained in the dark about this
important school for over 2000 years. Finally, in 1973, archaeologists unearthed four ancient silk
scrolls: the Silk Manuscripts of Huang-Lao. This work is the first detailed, book-length treatment in
English of these lost treasures.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Introduction to Classical Chinese Kai
Vogelsang, 2021 This textbook provides a comprehensive scholarly introduction to Classical Chinese
and its texts. Classical Chinese is the language of Confucius and Mencius and their contemporaries,
who wrote the seminal texts of Chinese philosophy more than 2,000 years ago. Although it was used
as a living language for only a relatively short time, it was the foundation of Chinese education
throughout the Imperial age, and formed the basis of a literary tradition that continues to the
present day. This book offers students all the necessary tools to read, understand, and analyse
Classical Chinese texts, including: step-by-step clearly illustrated descriptions of syntactic features;
core vocabulary lists; introductions to relevant historical and cultural topics; selected readings from
classical literature with original commentaries and in-depth explanations; introductions to
dictionaries and other reference works on the study of ancient China; and a guide to philological
methods used in the critical analysis of Classical Chinese texts. The extensive glossary provides
phonological reconstructions, word classes, English translations, and citations to illustrate usage,
while the up-to-date bibliography serves as a valuable starting point for further research.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Essential Analects Confucius, 2006-03-15
The Essential Analects offers a representative selection from Edward Slingerland's acclaimed
translation of the full work, including passages covering all major themes. An appendix of selected
traditional commentaries keyed to each passage provides access to the text and to its reception and
interpretation. Also included are a glossary of terms and short biographies of the disciples of
Confucius and the traditional commentators cited.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Emotions in Early Chinese Philosophy
Curie Virag, 2017 This book traces the genealogy of early Chinese conceptions of emotions, as part
of a broader inquiry into evolving conceptions of self, cosmos and the political order. It seeks to
explain what was at stake in early philosophical debates over emotions and why the mainstream
conception of emotions became authoritative.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Chinese Pleasure Book Michael Nylan,
2021-09-14 This book takes up one of the most important themes in Chinese thought: the relation of
pleasurable activities to bodily health and to the health of the body politic. Unlike Western theories
of pleasure, early Chinese writings contrast pleasure not with pain but with insecurity, assuming
that it is right and proper to seek and take pleasure, as well as experience short-term delight.
Equally important is the belief that certain long-term relational pleasures are more easily sustained,
as well as potentially more satisfying and less damaging. The pleasures that become deeper and
more ingrained as the person invests time and effort to their cultivation include friendship and
music, sharing with others, developing integrity and greater clarity, reading and classical learning,
and going home. Each of these activities is explored through the early sources (mainly fourth
century BC to the eleventh century AD), with new translations of both well-known and seldom-cited
texts.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: A Short History of Chinese Philosophy [,
Yu-lan Fung, 1948 A systematic account of Chinese thought from its origins to the present
day--Cover.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Classical Philosophy Peter Adamson, 2014-06
Readership: Anyone interested in philosophy, the history of ideas, or the ancient Greek world

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Philosophers of the Warring States: A
Sourcebook in Chinese Philosophy , 2018-11-30 Philosophers of the Warring States is an
anthology of new translations of essential readings from the classic texts of early Chinese
philosophy, informed by the latest scholarship. It includes the Analects of Confucius, Meng Zi




(Mencius), Xun Zi, Mo Zi, Lao Zi (Dao De Jing), Zhuang Zi, and Han Fei Zi, as well as short chapters
on the Da Xue and the Zhong Yong. Pedagogically organized, this book offers philosophically
sophisticated annotations and commentaries as well as an extensive glossary explaining key
philosophical concepts in detail. The translations aim to be true to the originals yet accessible, with
the goal of opening up these rich and subtle philosophical texts to modern readers without prior
training in Chinese thought.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Culture, Philosophy, and Chinese Medicine
Fengli Lan, 2012 Chinese medicine is a culturally dependent art of healing deeply rooted in the
culture and philosophy of the country it originated from: China. This book has three independent but
progressive parts, each bearing the title of one of the three courses taught by the author as a
visiting professor at the Faculty of Philosophy, Vienna University, in the 2010-2011 winter semester,
namely: Overview of Chinese Culture through Chinese Characters, Fundamental Concepts of
Classical Chinese Philosophy and The Importance of Metaphors in Chinese Medicine, which are in
the fields of philosophy of language, philosophy of science, and intercultural philosophy, aiming to
reveal the essence of philosophy of Chinese language, classical Chinese philosophy and Chinese
medicine within the context of a global, multicultural background. This book sums up the author's
research outcome of the last few years in an area of study on culture, philosophy and Chinese
medicine which has been too often misunderstood or insufficiently emphasized.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: A Source Book in Indian Philosophy
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Charles A. Moore, 2014-07-17 Here are the chief riches of more than
3,000 years of Indian philosophical thought-the ancient Vedas, the Upanisads, the epics, the
treatises of the heterodox and orthodox systems, the commentaries of the scholastic period, and the
contemporary writings. Introductions and interpretive commentaries are provided.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Introductory Readings in Ancient Greek
and Roman Philosophy Patrick Lee Miller, C. D. C. Reeve, 2015-03-15 This concise anthology of
primary sources designed for use in an ancient philosophy survey ranges from the Presocratics to
Plato, Aristotle, the Hellenistic philosophers, and the Neoplatonists. The Second Edition features an
amplified selection of Presocratic fragments in newly revised translations by Richard D. McKirahan.
Also included is an expansion of the Hellenistic unit, featuring new selections from Lucretius and
Sextus Empiricus as well as a new translation, by Peter J. Anderson, of most of Seneca’s De
Providentia. The selections from Plotinus have also been expanded.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Selected Poems of T'ao Ch'ien Tao
Chien, 2016-08-01 T'ao Ch'ien, (365 - 427, C.E.), one of the most revered poets in classical Chinese
literature, is presented in a lucid translation with an introduction. David Hinton is one of the most
impressive of the younger translators of classical Chinese poetry.... His renderings are varied and
imaginative while remaining faithful to the spirit of the original.--Burton Watson

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Critical Readings on the Communist Party
of China (4 Vols. Set) Kjeld Erik Brodsgaard, 2016-12-12 The Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
with nearly 90 million members, is the largest ruling political party in the world. Its power and
influence reach into every corner of state, society and economy in China. Given the CCP’s
omnipresence, in-depth knowledge of how the CCP is organised and managed and how it will likely
evolve is of paramount importance and is a basic prerequisite for understanding China’s rise. By
bringing together the best scholarship on the CCP, covering areas such as organisation, cadre
management, recruitment and training, ideology and propaganda, factions and elites, reform and
adaptation, corruption and law, this collection provides a key to open the black box of Chinese
politics.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: After Confucius Paul R. Goldin, 2017-04-01
After Confucius is a collection of eight studies of Chinese philosophy from the time of Confucius to
the formation of the empire in the second and third centuries B.C.E. As detailed in a masterful
introduction, each essay serves as a concrete example of “thick description”—an approach invented
by philosopher Gilbert Ryle—which aims to reveal the logic that informs an observable exchange



among members of a community or society. To grasp the significance of such exchanges, it is
necessary to investigate the networks of meaning on which they rely. Paul R. Goldin argues that the
character of ancient Chinese philosophy can be appreciated only if we recognize the cultural codes
underlying the circulation of ideas in that world. Thick description is the best preliminary method to
determine how Chinese thinkers conceived of their own enterprise. Who were the ancient Chinese
philosophers? What was their intended audience? What were they arguing about? How did they
respond to earlier thinkers, and to each other? Why did those in power wish to hear from them, and
what did they claim to offer in return for patronage? Goldin addresses these questions as he looks at
several topics, including rhetorical conventions of Chinese philosophical literature; the value of
recently excavated manuscripts for the interpretation of the more familiar, received literature; and
the duty of translators to convey the world of concerns of the original texts. Each of the cases
investigated in this wide-ranging volume exemplifies the central conviction behind Goldin’s plea for
thick description: We do not do justice to classical Chinese philosophy unless we engage squarely
the complex and ancient culture that engendered it. An electronic version of this book is freely
available thanks to the support of libraries working with Knowledge Unlatched, a collaborative
initiative designed to make high-quality books open access for the public good. The open-access
version of this book is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives
4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0), which means that the work may be freely downloaded and
shared for non-commercial purposes, provided credit is given to the author. Derivative works and
commercial uses require permission from the publisher.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Philosophy of the Mozi Chris Fraser,
2016-09-13 Mohism was an ancient Chinese philosophical movement founded in the fifth century
BCE by the charismatic artisan Mozi, or Master Mo. Its practitioners advanced a consequentialist
ethics, along with fascinating political, logical, and epistemological theories, that set the terms of
philosophical argumentation and reflection in China for generations to come. Mohism faded away in
the imperial era, leaving the impression that it was not as vital as other Chinese philosophical
traditions, yet a complete understanding of Confucianism or Daoism is impossible without
appreciating the seminal contribution of Mohist thought. The Philosophy of the Mozi is an extensive
study of Mohism, situating the movement's rise and decline within Chinese history. The book also
emphasizes Mohism's relevance to modern systems of thought. Mohism anticipated Western
utilitarianism by more than two thousand years. Its political theory is the earliest to outline a just
war doctrine and locate the origins of government in a state of nature. Its epistemology, logic, and
psychology provide compelling alternatives to contemporary Western mentalism. More than a
straightforward account of Mohist principles and practice, this volume immerses readers in the
Mohist mindset and clarifies its underpinning of Chinese philosophical discourse.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Nuts and Bolts of College Writing
(2nd Edition) Michael Harvey, 2013-06-01 This worthy successor to Strunk and White* now
features an expanded style guide covering a wider range of citation cases, complete with up-to-date
formats for Chicago, MLA, and APA styles.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Theorizing Confucian Virtue Politics
Sungmoon Kim, 2020 Makes Mencius' and Xunzi's political thought accessible to political theorists,
philosophers and scientists with no expertise in classical Chinese or sinology.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: Journey to the West (2018 Edition - PDF)
Wu Cheng'en, 2018-08-14 The bestselling Journey to the West comic book by artist Chang Boon Kiat
is now back in a brand new fully coloured edition. Journey to the West is one of the greatest classics
in Chinese literature. It tells the epic tale of the monk Xuanzang who journeys to the West in search
of the Buddhist sutras with his disciples, Sun Wukong, Sandy and Pigsy. Along the way, Xuanzang's
life was threatened by the diabolical White Bone Spirit, the menacing Red Child and his fearsome
parents and, a host of evil spirits who sought to devour Xuanzang's flesh to attain immortality. Bear
witness to the formidable Sun Wukong's (Monkey God) prowess as he takes them on, using his Fiery
Eyes, Golden Cudgel, Somersault Cloud, and quick wits! Be prepared for a galloping read that will



leave you breathless!

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Essential Mengzi Mengzi, Bryan W. Van
Norden, 2009-03-13 This abridged edition of Bryan Van Norden's translation of the Mengzi
(Mencius) provides the most frequently studied portions of the work along with relevant passages
from the classic commentary of Zhu Xi -- one of the most influential and insightful interpreters of
Confucianism. A glossary and bibliography are also included.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Mandate of Heaven S ] Marshall, S. J.
Marshall, 2015-12-14 The Mandate of Heaven was originally given to King Wen in the 11th century
BC. King Wen is credited with founding the Zhou dynasty after he received the Mandate from
Heaven to attack and overthrow the Shang dynasty. King Wen is also credited with creating the
ancient oracle known as the Yijing or Book of Changes. This book validates King Wen's association
with the Changes. It uncovers in the Changes a record of a total solar eclipse that was witnessed at
King Wen's capital of Feng by his son King Wu, shortly after King Wen had died (before he had a
chance to launch the full invasion). The sense of this eclipse as an actual event has been overlooked
for three millennia. It provides an account of the events surrounding the conquest of the Shang and
founding of the Zhou dynasty that has never been told. It shows how the earliest layer of the Book of
Changes (the Zhouyi) has preserved a hidden history of the Conquest.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Annotated Critical Laozi Guying Chen,
2020-01-20 Chen Guying’s Laozi includes some of the most significant traditional commentary and
influential contemporary scholarship. This book completely changed Laozi studies in China, and its
English translation gives scholars a unique inroad to Chinese perspectives on the Laozi.

readings in classical chinese philosophy pdf: The Dynamics of Masters Literature
Wiebke Denecke, 2020-10-26 The importance of the rich corpus of “Masters Literature” that
developed in early China since the fifth century BCE has long been recognized. But just what are
these texts? Scholars have often approached them as philosophy, but these writings have also been
studied as literature, history, and anthropological, religious, and paleographic records. How should
we translate these texts for our times? This book explores these questions through close readings of
seven examples of Masters Literature and asks what proponents of a “Chinese philosophy” gained by
creating a Chinese equivalent of philosophy and what we might gain by approaching these texts
through other disciplines, questions, and concerns. What happens when we remove the accrued
disciplinary and conceptual baggage from the Masters Texts? What neglected problems, concepts,
and strategies come to light? And can those concepts and strategies help us see the history of
philosophy in a different light and engender new approaches to philosophical and intellectual
inquiry? By historicizing the notion of Chinese philosophy, we can, the author contends, answer not
only the question of whether there is a Chinese philosophy but also the more interesting question of
the future of philosophical thought around the world.
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