SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER

SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER SERVES AS A VITAL COMPONENT IN CHURCH SERVICES, SETTING THE TONE FOR THE
MESSAGE THAT FOLLOWS. CRAFTING AN EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTION NOT ONLY HONORS THE GUEST PREACHER BUT ALSO
PREPARES THE CONGREGATION TO RECEIVE THE SERMON ATTENTIVELY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES HOW TO WRITE A COMPELLING
AND RESPECTFUL SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER, HIGHLIGHTING KEY ELEMENTS SUCH AS BACKGROUND INFORMATION,
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GUEST’S VISIT. ADDITIONALLYI IT PROVIDES PRACTICAL EXAMPLES AND TIPS
TO ENSURE THE INTRODUCTION IS BOTH PROFESSIONAL AND ENGAGING. FROM FORMAL SCRIPTS TO BRIEF MENTIONS, THE RANGE OF
INTRODUCTIONS CAN BE ADAPTED BASED ON THE CHURCH SETTING AND AUDIENCE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS COVER THE
STRUCTURE, CONTENT, AND STYLISTIC CONSIDERATIONS TO HELP CHURCH LEADERS AND EVENT ORGANIZERS DELIVER MEMORABLE
INTRODUCTIONS. BELOW IS A DETAILED TABLE OF CONTENTS TO NAVIGATE THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE.

(UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION

Key ELEMENTS OF A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER

o CRAFTING THE INTRODUCTION: STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

® EXAMPLES OF SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS FOR GUEST PREACHERS

TIPS FOR DELIVERING AN EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTION

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION

A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION PLAYS AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN THE OVERALL WORSHIP EXPERIENCE. |T SERVES TO FORMALLY
WELCOME THE GUEST, ESTABLISH THEIR CREDIBILITY, AND CREATE A CONNECTION WITH THE CONGREGATION. THIS INITIAL
PRESENTATION CAN INFLUENCE HOW THE AUDIENCE PERCEIVES THE MESSAGE AND THE SPEAKER. UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE
BEHIND THE INTRODUCTION HELPS IN SHAPING A SPEECH THAT IS RESPECTFUL, INFORMATIVE, AND ENGAGING. IT ALSO
ACKNOWLEDGES THE EFFORTS AND SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS THAT THE GUEST PREACHER BRINGS TO THE SERVICE.

\WELCOMING THE GUEST PREACHER

ONE OF THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE INTRODUCTION IS TO WARMLY WELCOME THE GUEST PREACHER. THIS SETS A POSITIVE
TONE AND SHOWS APPRECIATION FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION. |T ALSO HELPS THE CONGREGATION FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE AND
ATTENTIVE DURING THE SERMON.

EsTABLISHING CREDIBILITY AND RELEVANCE

PROVIDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT THE GUEST PREACHER, SUCH AS THEIR MINISTRY EXPERIENCE, THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION, OR NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS, ESTABLISHES THEIR AUTHORITY. HIGHLIGHTING THEIR RELEVANCE TO THE SERVICE’S
THEME OR THE CHURCH’S MISSION FURTHER ENGAGES THE AUDIENCE.

PREPARING THE CONGREGATION

THE INTRODUCTION ALSO PREPARES THE CONGREGATION FOR THE MESSAGE TO COME. A WELL-CRAFTED INTRODUCTION CAN
CREATE ANTICIPATION AND AN OPEN MINDSET, HELPING THE LISTENERS RECEIVE THE SERMON MORE EFFECTIVELY.



Key ELEMENTS OF A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER

W/HEN COMPOSING A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER, CERTAIN KEY ELEMENTS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TO ENSURE
THE INTRODUCTION IS COMPREHENSIVE AND IMPACTFUL. | HESE COMPONENTS PROVIDE A STRUCTURED FRAMEWORK THAT
BALANCES PROFESSIONALISM WITH WARMTH.

PeErRSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

INCLUDE RELEVANT DETAILS ABOUT THE GUEST PREACHER’S BACKGROUND, SUCH AS EDUCATION, MINISTRY ROLES, AND ANY
SPECIAL AREAS OF EXPERTISE. THIS INFORMATION PROVIDES CONTEXT AND ESTABLISHES TRUSTWORTHINESS.

CONNECTION TO THE HOSTING CHURCH OR EVENT

HIGHLIGHTING ANY PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIPS OR SHARED GOALS BETWEEN THE GUEST PREACHER AND THE HOSTING CHURCH HELPS
BUILD RAPPORT. THIS CAN INCLUDE PAST VISITS, JOINT INITIATIVES, OR ALIGNMENT IN MINISTRY VISION.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

SHARING NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, SUCH AS BOOKS PUBLISHED, MISSIONS LED, OR COMMUNITY SERVICES RENDERED, ADDS TO
THE GUEST PREACHER’S CREDIBILITY AND DEMONSTRATES THEIR IMPACT.

PUrRPOSE OF THE VISIT OR SERMON THEME

BRIEFLY MENTIONING THE PURPOSE OF THE GUEST PREACHER’S VISIT OR THE THEME OF THEIR UPCOMING SERMON PREPARES THE
AUDIENCE FOR THE MESSAGE AND EMPHASIZES ITS IMPORTANCE.

ExPRESSING GRATITUDE AND ENCOURAGEMENT

CONCLUDE THE INTRODUCTION BY THANKING THE GUEST PREACHER FOR THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SHARE AND ENCOURAGING THE
CONGREGATION TO LISTEN ATTENTIVELY AND RECEIVE THE MESSAGE WITH OPEN HEARTS.

CRAFTING THE INTRODUCTION: STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

CREATING A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL. FoLLowING
A CLEAR STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH CAN SIMPLIFY THE PROCESS AND YIELD EFFECTIVE RESULTS.

STep 1: ReSeARCH THE GUEST PREACHER

GATHER COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GUEST PREACHER’S BACKGROUND, MINISTRY FOCUS, AND ACHIEVEMENTS. THIS
RESEARCH FORMS THE FOUNDATION OF AN INFORMED AND RESPECTFUL INTRODUCTION.

STep 2: OUTLINE KEY POINTS

ORGANIZE THE GATHERED INFORMATION INTO KEY POINTS TO INCLUDE IN THE INTRODUCTION. THIS OUTLINE ENSURES A LOGICAL
FLOW AND COVERS ALL ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS WITHOUT OVERWHELMING THE AUDIENCE.



STeP 3: WRITE A DRAFT

COMPOSE A DRAFT OF THE INTRODUCTION USING CLEAR AND CONCISE LANGUAGE. AIM FOR A BALANCE BETWEEN
PROFESSIONALISM AND WARMTH TO ENGAGE THE CONGREGATION EFFECTIVELY.

STeP 4: EDIT AND REFINE

REVIEW THE DRAFT TO ELIMINATE REDUNDANCY, CORRECT GRAMMATICAL ERRORS, AND ENHANCE CLARITY. ENSURE THAT THE
INTRODUCTION ALIGNS WITH THE TONE OF THE SERVICE AND THE PREFERENCES OF THE HOSTING CHURCH.

STEP 5: PRACTICE DELIVERY

REHEARSE THE INTRODUCTION TO MAINTAIN A CONFIDENT AND NATURAL DELIVERY. PRACTICING HELPS MANAGE TIMING AND
ENSURES THE SPEAKER FEELS COMFORTABLE WITH THE CONTENT.

EXAMPLES OF SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS FOR GUEST PREACHERS

[LLUSTRATING THE PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED, THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES DEMONSTRATE DIFFERENT STYLES OF SAMPLE
INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER SUITABLE FOR VARIOUS CHURCH CONTEXTS.

FOrRMAL INTRODUCTION EXAMPLE

“GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE. W/E ARE HONORED TODAY TO WELCOME REVEREND JOHN SMITH AS OUR GUEST PREACHER.
REVEREND SMITH HOLDS A MASTER OF DIVINITY FROM PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND HAS SERVED AS A SENIOR
PASTOR FOR OVER 20 YEARS. HE IS ALSO THE AUTHOR OF SEVERAL ACCLAIMED BOOKS ON CHRISTIAN LIVING AND HAS BEEN
ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN GLOBAL MISSIONS. TODAY, REVEREND SMITH WILL BE SHARING A MESSAGE ON FAITH AND PERSEVERANCE.
PLEASE JOIN ME IN WARMLY WELCOMING REVEREND JOHN SMITH.”

BRrIEF INTRODUCTION EXAMPLE

“\WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE WITH US TODAY PASTOR JANE DOE, WHO BRINGS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN PASTORAL MINISTRY AND
COMMUNITY OUTREACH. SHE WILL BE DELIVERING A MESSAGE CENTERED ON HOPE AND RENEWAL. LET US WELCOME PASTOR JANE
\WITH OPEN HEARTS.”

INFORMAL INTRODUCTION EXAMPLE

“IT’s A JOY TO HAVE OUR FRIEND, BROTHER MICHAEL JOHNSON, JOINING US TODAY. MICHAEL HAS BEEN A DEDICATED SERVANT IN
VARIOUS CHURCHES AND HAS A PASSION FOR YOUTH MINISTRY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO HIS INSPIRING MESSAGE THIS MORNING.”

LisT oF Tips FOR CREATING EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS

o KEEP THE INTRODUCTION CONCISE, IDEALLY BETWEEN 1 TO 3 MINUTES.
e FOCUS ON RELEVANT BACKGROUND DETAILS THAT CONNECT TO THE SERMON THEME.

e AVOID OVERLY LONG OR COMPLICATED BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION.



e USE A RESPECTFUL AND WARM TONE TO WELCOME THE GUEST PREACHER.
® PRACTICE THE INTRODUCTION TO ENSURE SMOOTH DELIVERY AND TIMING.

® TAILOR THE INTRODUCTION TO THE SPECIFIC AUDIENCE AND CHURCH CULTURE.

TiPs FOR DELIVERING AN EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTION

DELIVERING THE SAMPLE INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER WITH CONFIDENCE AND CLARITY ENHANCES ITS IMPACT. SEVERAL
PRACTICAL TIPS CAN HELP SPEAKERS ACHIEVE THIS GOAL.

MAINTAIN EYE CONTACT AND PosITIVE BoDY LANGUAGE

ENGAGING THE CONGREGATION THROUGH EYE CONTACT AND OPEN BODY LANGUAGE BUILDS TRUST AND ATTENTIVENESS. |T ALSO
REFLECTS GENUINE RESPECT FOR THE GUEST PREACHER.

Use CLEAR AND PRONOUNCED SPEECH

SPEAKING CLEARLY AND AT A MODERATE PACE ENSURES THE CONGREGATION UNDERSTANDS THE INTRODUCTION FULLY. AVOID
RUSHING OR MUMBLING TO MAINTAIN PROFESSIONALISM.

ExPRESS SINCERITY AND W ARMTH

CONVEYING SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR THE GUEST PREACHER’S PRESENCE FOSTERS A WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT. A \WARM TONE
HELPS SET A POSITIVE MOOD FOR THE UPCOMING SERMON.

ADAPT TO THE SETTING AND AUDIENCE

CONSIDER THE CHURCH’S SIZE, CULTURE, AND TYPICAL SERVICE STYLE WHEN DELIVERING THE INTRODUCTION. ADAPTING
ACCORDINGLY MAKES THE MESSAGE MORE RELATABLE AND EFFECTIVE.

PREPARE FOR CONTINGENCIES

BE READY TO ADJUST IN CASE OF LAST-MINUTE CHANGES OR TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. HAVING A MENTALLY REHEARSED BUT
FLEXIBLE APPROACH ENSURES SMOOTH PROCEEDINGS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION FOR A GUEST PREACHER AT A CHURCH SERVICE?

A SAMPLE INTRODUCTION COULD BE: ‘Goob MORNING, EVERYONE. TODAY, \WE ARE HONORED TO WELCOME REVERENDJOHN
SMITH, WHO HAS BEEN A DEDICATED SERVANT OF THE CHURCH FOR OVER 20 YEARS. HE BRINGS A POWERFUL MESSAGE ON FAITH
AND HOPE THAT WE ARE SURE WILL INSPIRE US ALL. PLEASE JOIN ME IN WARMLY WELCOMING REVEREND SMITH.



How DO YOU INTRODUCE A GUEST PREACHER IN A FORMAL CHURCH SETTING?

IN A FORMAL SETTING, YOU MIGHT SAY: ‘LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE TO HAVE WITH US TODAY PASTORJANE
DOE, WHO HAS BEEN LEADING CONGREGATIONS WITH PASSION AND WISDOM FOR THE PAST DECADE. HER INSIGHTFUL SERMONS
HAVE TOUCHED MANY LIVES, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO HER MESSAGE TODAY. PLEASE WELCOME PASTOR DoE.’

\NWHAT KEY POINTS SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION?

KEY POINTS INCLUDE THE GUEST PREACHER'S NAME, THEIR BACKGROUND OR CREDENTIALS, THEIR EXPERIENCE OR MINISTRY FOCUS,
AND A \WARM WELCOME TO THE CONGREGATION.

How LONG SHOULD A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION BE?

A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION SHOULD BE BRIEF AND TO THE POINT, TYPICALLY LASTING AROUND 1 TO 2 MINUTES. IT
SHOULD PROVIDE RELEVANT BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND SET A POSITIVE TONE WITHOUT OVERSHADOWING THE SERMON.

CAN YOU PROVIDE A CASUAL SAMPLE INTRODUCTION FOR A GUEST PREACHER?

SuREe! ‘HEY EVERYONE, TODAY WERE EXCITED TO HAVE PASTOR MIKE WITH US. HE’S BEEN INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY MINISTRY
FOR YEARS AND ALWAYS HAS A GREAT STORY TO SHARE. LET’S GIVE HIM A BIG WELCOME AND OPEN OUR HEARTS TO HIS

/
MESSAGE.

How TO MAKE A GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTION ENGAGING AND RESPECTFUL?P

TO MAKE THE INTRODUCTION ENGAGING AND RESPECTFUL, HIGHLIGHT THE PREACHER'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND UNIQUE
QUALITIES, USE A WARM AND ENTHUSIASTIC TONE, AND INVITE THE CONGREGATION TO RECEIVE THE MESSAGE OPENLY. Avold
LENGTHY DETAILS AND KEEP THE FOCUS ON THE PREACHER'S ROLE AND CONTRIBUTION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WeLcoming Worps: CRAFTING MEMORABLE GUEST PREACHER INTRODUCTIONS

THIS BOOK OFFERS PRACTICAL GUIDANCE ON HOW TO CREATE RESPECTFUL AND ENGAGING INTRODUCTIONS FOR GUEST
PREACHERS. |T COVERS KEY ELEMENTS SUCH AS HIGHLIGHTING THE PREACHER'S BACKGROUND, MINISTRY, AND THE RELEVANCE OF
THEIR MESSAGE. READERS WILL FIND SAMPLE SCRIPTS AND TIPS FOR MAKING INTRODUCTIONS W ARM AND MEANINGFUL.

2. THE ART OF INTRODUCTION: PREPARING TO HOST GUEST SPEAKERS IN W ORSHIP

FOCUSED ON THE NUANCES OF INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS, THIS RESOURCE HELPS WORSHIP LEADERS AND CHURCH STAFF
PREPARE THOUGHTFUL AND IMPACTFUL WELCOMING REMARKS. |T EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTEXT, TONE, AND BREVITY
WHILE HONORING THE GUEST’S MINISTRY AND MESSAGE. EXAMPLES AND TEMPLATES MAKE IT ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL EXPERIENCE
LEVELS.

3. GRACEFUL INTRODUCTIONS: ENHANCING \WORSHIP WiTH GUEST PREACHER PRESENTATIONS

THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW A WELL-CRAFTED INTRODUCTION CAN SET THE TONE FOR A POWERFUL WORSHIP EXPERIENCE. |T
PROVIDES STRATEGIES TO BALANCE HUMILITY AND HONOR, ENSURING THE GUEST PREACHER FEELS APPRECIATED WITHOUT
OVERSHADOWING THE SERMON. THE BOOK INCLUDES SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS AND ADVICE ON PERSONALIZATION.

4. Voices oF FAITH: INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS WITH RESPECT AND REVERENCE

DESIGNED FOR CLERGY AND LAY LEADERS, THIS VOLUME HIGHLIGHTS THE SPIRITUAL AND COMMUNAL SIGNIFICANCE OF
INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS. |T OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO RECOGNIZING THE GUEST’S CALLING AND MINISTRY IMPACT, HELPING
HOSTS CREATE INTRODUCTIONS THAT FOSTER CONNECTION AND ANTICIPATION. PRACTICAL EXAMPLES SUPPORT A VARIETY OF
CHURCH TRADITIONS.

5. From WEeLcoME To WorsHIP: A GUIDE TO INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS
THIS GUIDEBOOK PROVIDES STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING AND DELIVERING EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS IN \WORSHIP
SETTINGS. |T DISCUSSES THE ROLE OF INTRODUCTIONS IN BUILDING COMMUNITY AND SETTING EXPECTATIONS. SAMPLE



INTRODUCTIONS ILLUSTRATE DIFFERENT STYLES, FROM FORMAL TO CASUAL, TO SUIT VARIED CONGREGATIONS.

6. SPEAKING GRACE: SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS FOR GUEST MINISTERS

A COLLECTION OF SAMPLE INTRODUCTION SCRIPTS TAILORED TO DIFFERENT OCCASIONS AND DENOMINATIONS, THIS BOOK
SIMPLIFIES THE TASK OF WELCOMING GUEST PREACHERS. |T INCLUDES ADVICE ON TONE, LENGTH, AND CONTENT TO ENSURE
INTRODUCTIONS ARE RESPECTFUL AND UPLIFTING. UUSERS CAN ADAPT THE SAMPLES TO FIT THEIR UNIQUE WORSHIP CONTEXTS.

7. HosPITALITY IN WORSHIP: INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS WITH HEART

THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY AS EXPRESSED THROUGH THOUGHTFUL INTRODUCTIONS. |T OFFERS
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS ON WELCOMING GUESTS AND PRACTICAL TIPS FOR CRAFTING INTRODUCTIONS THAT REFLECT
WARMTH AND SINCERITY. INCLUDED ARE EXAMPLES THAT DEMONSTRATE HOW INTRODUCTIONS CAN ENHANCE THE \WORSHIP
EXPERIENCE.

8. OpPeNING THE WoORD: EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS FOR GUEST PREACHERS

FOCUSING ON THE INTERSECTION OF WORSHIP LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION, THIS TEXT GUIDES READERS IN PREPARING
INTRODUCTIONS THAT PREPARE THE CONGREGATION TO RECEIVE THE SERMON. |T DISCUSSES HOW TO HIGHLIGHT THE PREACHER’S
GIFTS AND SET A REVERENT TONE. SAMPLE INTRODUCTIONS PROVIDE INSPIRATION FOR VARIOUS SETTINGS.

Q. THE WeLcoME TABLE: INTRODUCING GUEST PREACHERS WITH PURPOSE AND PRAISE

THIS RESOURCE ENCOURAGES WORSHIP LEADERS TO VIEW INTRODUCTIONS AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE THE GUEST
PREACHER’S MINISTRY AND THE SHARED FAITH JOURNEY. |T COMBINES THEOLOGICAL INSIGHT WITH PRACTICAL ADVICE AND
SAMPLE SCRIPTS TO HELP CREATE MEANINGFUL, PURPOSEFUL INTRODUCTIONS. THE BOOK SUPPORTS A WIDE RANGE OF WORSHIP
TRADITIONS AND STYLES.
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Captivate Your Congregation: A Guide to Powerful
Guest Preacher Introductions

Imagine this: You've invited a guest preacher to share their message with your congregation. The
anticipation is high. But then, a lackluster introduction leaves your audience lukewarm, failing to
properly set the stage for the powerful message to follow. The energy fizzles, and the impact of the
sermon is diminished. This is a missed opportunity - one that can cost you engagement, connection,
and ultimately, the spiritual growth of your flock.

Are you struggling to write compelling guest preacher introductions that truly resonate with your
audience? Do you find yourself relying on tired clichés and formulaic presentations? Do you wish you
could craft introductions that build excitement, establish credibility, and seamlessly transition into
the sermon?

This ebook, Captivate Your Congregation: A Guide to Powerful Guest Preacher Introductions,
provides you with the tools and strategies you need to transform your introductions from mundane


https://new.teachat.com/wwu15/pdf?docid=QHf86-2656&title=sample-introduction-of-guest-preacher.pdf
https://new.teachat.com/wwu4/files?trackid=jBb96-0501&title=colorstrology-pdf.pdf

to magnificent. Learn how to create impactful openings that capture attention, highlight the guest
preacher's unique qualifications, and leave your congregation eager to hear the upcoming message.

Author: Reverend Elias Thorne, MA Theology, PhD Ministry Leadership
Contents:

Introduction: Understanding the Importance of a Strong Introduction

Chapter 1: Crafting a Captivating Opening: Hooks, Anecdotes, and Intriguing Statements
Chapter 2: Showcasing the Guest Preacher's Expertise: Highlighting Credentials, Experience, and
Unique Perspectives

Chapter 3: Building Anticipation and Connection: Creating a Seamless Transition to the Sermon
Chapter 4: Avoiding Common Mistakes: Pitfalls to Avoid and Best Practices

Chapter 5: Adapting Your Introduction to Different Audiences and Contexts

Chapter 6: Examples of Effective Guest Preacher Introductions (with Analysis)

Chapter 7: Practicing and Refining Your Introduction Skills

Conclusion: Making Every Introduction Count

Captivate Your Congregation: A Guide to Powerful
Guest Preacher Introductions (Article)

Introduction: Understanding the Importance of a Strong
Introduction

A compelling introduction to a guest preacher isn't just a formality; it's a crucial element of the
entire worship experience. It sets the tone, builds anticipation, and establishes the speaker's
credibility. A weak introduction can leave the congregation disengaged and unmotivated to listen to
the sermon, negating much of the speaker's hard work. Conversely, a strong introduction primes the
audience for a powerful and memorable message, making the sermon far more effective.

This ebook will guide you through the process of creating impactful introductions, moving beyond
generic statements to crafted, engaging experiences.

Chapter 1: Crafting a Captivating Opening: Hooks, Anecdotes,
and Intriguing Statements

The opening lines are paramount. You need to grab the audience's attention immediately. Avoid



clichés like "We're so blessed to have..." Instead, consider these techniques:

Start with a powerful question: A thought-provoking question that relates to the sermon's theme can
instantly engage the audience. For example, "Have you ever felt completely lost, searching for
direction?" (If the sermon is about finding God's guidance)

Use a compelling anecdote: A short, relatable story can draw listeners in emotionally. Perhaps a
personal experience, a relevant news item, or a historical event that connects to the sermon's
message.

Employ a startling statistic or fact: A surprising piece of information related to the sermon topic can
pique curiosity. For instance, "Did you know that...?" followed by a statistic about global poverty, if
the sermon focuses on charity.

Use vivid imagery or metaphor: Paint a picture with your words, creating a mental image that
resonates with the audience's emotions and imagination.

Begin with a relevant quote: A powerful quote from scripture, a well-known figure, or a lesser-known
source can set the tone and provide context.

Remember to keep the opening concise and impactful. Aim for a captivating beginning that creates a
sense of anticipation without revealing too much.

Chapter 2: Showcasing the Guest Preacher's Expertise:
Highlighting Credentials, Experience, and Unique
Perspectives

Once you've captured the audience's attention, it's time to introduce the guest preacher. Don't just
announce their name; highlight their qualifications and experience to build credibility. Mention:

Their educational background: Degrees, certifications, and relevant training.

Their ministry experience: Years of service, specific areas of expertise, or noteworthy
accomplishments.

Their unique perspective: What makes this speaker's message valuable and relevant to the
congregation? Do they have a unique life story, a specific area of expertise, or a distinct theological
perspective?

Their connection to the congregation (if applicable): If the speaker has a personal connection to the
church or its members, mentioning this will enhance the sense of community.

Avoid overly formal language. Speak in a conversational and engaging tone that connects with the
audience on a personal level.



Chapter 3: Building Anticipation and Connection: Creating a
Seamless Transition to the Sermon

The introduction shouldn't just be about the speaker; it should also build anticipation for the sermon
itself. You can achieve this by:

Briefly hinting at the sermon's theme: Without giving away the entire message, offer a glimpse of
what the audience can expect to learn or gain.

Connecting the speaker's expertise to the sermon's topic: Show how the speaker's qualifications and
experience make them uniquely suited to deliver the message.

Using transitional phrases: Words and phrases like "In today's message," "Pastor [Name] will share,"
or "Let's welcome [Name] as they lead us in a reflection on..." help create a smooth and natural

transition.

Creating a sense of excitement and expectation: Use enthusiastic and positive language to convey
your own excitement about the upcoming sermon.

Chapter 4: Avoiding Common Mistakes: Pitfalls to Avoid and
Best Practices

Many common mistakes can undermine an otherwise strong introduction. Avoid:

Rambling or going off-topic: Keep the introduction concise and focused.

Reading directly from notes: Maintain eye contact and speak conversationally.

Using clichés or overly formal language: Keep it natural and relatable.

Failing to pronounce the speaker's name correctly: Always double-check pronunciation beforehand.

Not allowing for a smooth transition: Ensure a natural flow between the introduction and the
sermon.

Focusing too much on yourself: The focus should be on the guest preacher and their message.

Chapter 5: Adapting Your Introduction to Different Audiences
and Contexts



The ideal introduction will vary depending on the audience and context. Consider:

The age and demographic of the congregation: Tailor your language and tone to resonate with the
specific group.

The overall tone of the service: Match the energy and style of the worship service.

The sermon's topic and style: Ensure the introduction aligns with the message's content and
approach.

The speaker's personality and style: Adapt your introduction to complement the speaker's
personality and presentation style.

Chapter 6: Examples of Effective Guest Preacher Introductions
(with Analysis)

This chapter provides various examples of effective guest preacher introductions, analyzing their
strengths and how they achieve their goals.

Chapter 7: Practicing and Refining Your Introduction Skills

Practice is key to mastering the art of introducing a guest preacher. Practice your introduction
aloud, refine your wording, and seek feedback from others.

Conclusion: Making Every Introduction Count

A well-crafted introduction is an investment in the success of the entire worship service. By
following the strategies outlined in this ebook, you can transform your introductions from ordinary
to extraordinary, ensuring that every guest preacher's message is received with enthusiasm and
engagement.

FAQs:
1. How long should a guest preacher introduction be? Ideally, 2-3 minutes.

2. What if I don't know the guest preacher well? Research their background and find common



ground to build a connection.

3. How can [ make my introduction more engaging for younger audiences? Use modern language,
relatable examples, and possibly incorporate technology.

4. What if the guest preacher is late? Have a backup plan to fill the time without disrupting the flow
of the service.

5. How do I handle introductions for speakers with diverse backgrounds or perspectives? Highlight
their unique experiences and viewpoints respectfully and inclusively.

6. What is the best way to practice my introduction? Record yourself, ask for feedback from others,
and rehearse in front of a small audience.

7. What if I make a mistake during the introduction? Don't dwell on it; recover gracefully and
continue.

8. How can I ensure my introduction is culturally sensitive? Be mindful of the cultural backgrounds
of both the guest preacher and the congregation.

9. Where can I find more resources on public speaking? Numerous online courses and books offer
guidance on public speaking techniques.

Related Articles:

1. The Power of Storytelling in Church Introductions: Explores the use of narrative to create
engaging introductions.

2. Building Rapport with Your Audience Through Introductions: Focuses on establishing connection
and trust.

3. Overcoming Fear and Anxiety When Introducing Guests: Offers strategies for managing stage
fright.

4. Crafting Introductions for Different Types of Sermons: Provides tailored advice for various sermon
themes.

5. The Role of Nonverbal Communication in Introductions: Highlights the importance of body
language and eye contact.

6. Using Technology to Enhance Guest Preacher Introductions: Explores ways to incorporate
multimedia elements.

7. Involving the Congregation in Guest Preacher Introductions: Suggests ways to make the
introduction interactive.

8. Writing Effective Introductions for Special Occasions: Offers advice for events like weddings or
funerals.



9. Analyzing Successful Guest Preacher Introductions: Case Studies: Provides detailed analysis of
effective introductions from real-world examples.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Every Conversation Counts Riaz Meghji, 2021-02-09
You are one conversation away from changing your life. We all crave connection. We were never
meant to live alone or communicate only in 'likes' and retweets. In Every Conversation Counts, TV
host and human connection keynote speaker Riaz Meghji digs deep into the dangers of isolation and
loneliness, our social pandemic, that have been brought into sharp relief by the coronavirus crisis.
He tackles a uniquely modern question: why are we so connected, and yet so alone--and how can we
reconnect? Sharing personal insights from powerful interviews and years of on-air experience,
Meghiji offers 5 simple habits for building extraordinary relationships. He explains how to spark
authentic conversations, win trust, create new business, and collaborate effectively. Meghji points a
way forward to a better future--one in which we express genuine curiosity about others, listen with
our whole hearts, show up as our authentic selves, and make every conversation count--

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preparing Expository Sermons Ramesh Richard,
2001-11-01 The Bible is what God has made. Sermons are what we make with what God has made.
This is the foundation for developing expository messages, according to Ramesh Richard. His
method, explained in Preparing Expository Sermons, has been field-tested in training seminars for
thousands of preachers around the world. Richard's book is a simple do-it-yourself resource for
developing and preaching expository sermons. It guides the reader through a seven-step process,
with many practical suggestions and illustrative charts along the way. In addition, there are eleven
appendixes that include information on: o how to choose a text o preaching narratives o
understanding your audience o forms of sermon introduction A comprehensive sermon evaluation
questionnaire is included as well. Preparing Expository Sermons, an updated and expanded version
of Scripture Sculpture, is ideal for beginning preachers, lay preachers without formal training, or
any pastor who is looking for a refresher course in expository sermon preparation.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Growing in Grace Bob George, 1990-10 True
growth in grace is all about keeping our eyes off ourselves and on Jesus, believing with utter
certainty that He alone is able to complete the work He has begun in us.

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Homiletical Plot Eugene L. Lowry, 1980 An
enthralling introduction to the art of preaching, or more specifically, how to tell the story. This
delightful book is an excellent teaching resource and learning tool for all pastors from beginning
students to seasoned pulpiteers.

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Elements of Great Public Speaking ]J. Lyman
Macinnis, 2016-02-17 “A practical guide to thumb through before every speech, whether it’s your
first or 500th.”—USA Today “A must-read guide to delivering a memorable speech and leaving the
audience wanting more.”—Hon. Frank McKenna, former Canadian ambassador to the United States
Great speakers aren't just born; they prepare and they practice. The Elements of Great Public
Speaking takes the fear out of taking the podium, distilling essential techniques and tricks for just
about any speaking occasion. Experienced businesspeople, nervous students, and eulogists alike can
benefit from the author's simple, direct, and tested advice on everything from body language and
word choice to responding to the audience and overcoming stage fright. Because there's no such
thing as a boring topic—just boring speakers—The Elements of Great Public Speaking shows how to
look, sound, and act like someone worth listening to. “A great book that really does set forth how to
deliver high-energy presentations.”—Mark M. Maraia, author of Rainmaking Made Simple: What
Every Professional Must Know

sample introduction of guest preacher: I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die Sarah ]J. Robinson,
2021-05-11 A compassionate, shame-free guide for your darkest days “A one-of-a-kind book . . . to
read for yourself or give to a struggling friend or loved one without the fear that depression and
suicidal thoughts will be minimized, medicalized or over-spiritualized.”—Kay Warren, cofounder of



Saddleback Church What happens when loving Jesus doesn’t cure you of depression, anxiety, or
suicidal thoughts? You might be crushed by shame over your mental illness, only to be told by
well-meaning Christians to “choose joy” and “pray more.” So you beg God to take away the pain, but
nothing eases the ache inside. As darkness lingers and color drains from your world, you're left
wondering if God has abandoned you. You just want a way out. But there’s hope. In I Love Jesus, But
I Want to Die, Sarah J. Robinson offers a healthy, practical, and shame-free guide for Christians
struggling with mental illness. With unflinching honesty, Sarah shares her story of battling
depression and fighting to stay alive despite toxic theology that made her afraid to seek help outside
the church. Pairing her own story with scriptural insights, mental health research, and simple
practices, Sarah helps you reconnect with the God who is present in our deepest anguish and
discover that you are worth everything it takes to get better. Beautifully written and full of hard-won
wisdom, I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die offers a path toward a rich, hope-filled life in Christ, even
when healing doesn’t look like what you expect.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Ushering 101 Buddy Bell, 2007-03 Dr. Buddy Bell,
founder of Ministry of Helps International, combines humor with informative teaching and practical
tips to help ushers realize the importance of serving people with excellence in the local church.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Twelve Ordinary Men John F. MacArthur, 2006-05-08
You don't have to be perfect to do God's work. Look no further than the twelve disciples, whose
many weaknesses are forever preserved throughout the pages of the New Testament. Join
bestselling author John MacArthur in Twelve Ordinary Men as he draws principles from Christ's
careful, hands-on training of the original disciples for today's modern disciple, you! Jesus chose
ordinary men--fishermen, tax collectors, political zealots--and turned their weakness into strength,
producing greatness from people who were otherwise unremarkable. The twelve disciples weren't
the stained-glass saints we imagine. On the contrary, they were truly human, all too prone to
mistakes, misstatements, wrong attitudes, lapses of faith, and bitter failure. Simply put, they were
flawed people, just like us. But under Jesus' teaching and touch, they became a force that forever
changed the world. MacArthur takes you into the inner circle of the disciples--their selection, their
training, their personalities, and their incredible impact. As MacArthur took a closer look at the lives
of the twelve disciples, he found himself asking difficult questions along the way, including: Why did
Jesus pick each of the twelve disciples? How did Jesus teach them everything he could in just
eighteen short months? Can the lessons that Jesus taught the disciples can still influence our faith
today? In Twelve Ordinary Men, you'll learn that disciples are living proof that God's strength is
made perfect in weakness. As you get to know the men who walked with Jesus, you'll see that if he
can accomplish his purposes through them, he can do the same through you.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preaching with Cultural Intelligence Matthew D.
Kim, 2017-10-17 To preach effectively in today's world, preachers need cultural intelligence. They
must build bridges between listeners who come from various denominations, ethnicities, genders,
locations, religious backgrounds, and more. Experienced preacher and teacher Matthew Kim
provides a step-by-step template for cross-cultural hermeneutics and homiletics, equipping
preachers to reach their varied listeners in the church and beyond. Each chapter includes questions
for individual thought or group discussion. The book also includes helpful diagrams and images, a
sample sermon, and appendixes for exegeting listeners and for exploring cultural differences.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Trust Me Nick Morgan, 2008-12-31 Nick Morgan
shows how anyone can be an effective speaker by presenting an image of authenticity and respect
for their audience, whether in a group presentation or a one-on-one conversation. He presents a
four-step process, perfected in his teaching at Harvard, that enables the reader to use their own
personal speaking style while becoming a more persuasive and charismatic communicator and
leader. The basis of this process is the fact that when words and body language are in conflict, body
language wins every time. This isn't easy to overcome, because normally body language is
immediate, while the words lag slightly behind, and even a momentary conflict is perceptible to the
audience. The key to success is to train your body language to unconsciously align with your



message. The four steps: Form the attitude and intent to be open, and then let your body naturally
express that intent. This feeling of openness will naturally affect the content of what you are saying,
and it's that natural evolution that is at the heart of the process. Become connected to your
audience. This creates a mutual energy, and you will naturally begin to think in terms of what the
audience wants and needs in shaping your content. Ask yourself, what's my underlying emotion?
Why does this matter to me? Becoming passionate about what you have to say naturally makes your
audience care about it too. Really listen to the audience. Understanding their needs and reactions
will enable you to direct your communication in mutually beneficial ways.

sample introduction of guest preacher: 30 Days of Hope When Caring for Aging Parents
Kathy Howard, 2018-06-04 In 30 Days of Hope When Caring for Aging Parents, author and fellow
caregiver Kathy Howard offers the encouragement needed as you strive to care for your parents in a
way that pleases God and shows them honor and respect while maintaining their dignity. Through
Scripture passages, prayer prompts, and Kathy’s personal stories, be strengthened in the knowledge
that the giver of all wisdom will empower you in the daily moments when you are caught between
being your parents’ child and their caregiver.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Bible Study for Busy Pastors and Ministers Reginald
F. Davis, 2011-02-25 Pastors and ministers have one of the most challenging jobs on Earth. Of all
their tasks, one responsibility they cannot neglect is teaching the word of God. Unfortunately,
church leaders seldom have enough time to prepare Bible studies for their congregation. This book
is a quick resource to help fill that gap. These thematically arranged Bible studies each contain an
introduction to a topic and a list of relevant Scripture readings for that topic. Pastors can use the
introduction to spark discussion within small groups or to focus on the specific themes during
sermon writing. This book will prove to be an invaluable resource for years to come.

sample introduction of guest preacher: UNMUTE! Lauren Sergy, 2021-07-07 Have virtual
meetings become the most dreaded part of your workday? You open your calendar and feel your
heart rate spike as you stare at them. Virtual meeting after virtual meeting, replete with
all-to-familiar irritations: technical glitches, awkward conversations, Bob’s nose hairs. (Seriously,
doesn’t Bob know his camera is pointed right up his nose?) Like it or not, being able to mug for the
webcam is now an important addition to your CV. But there’s more to having a good videoconference
than turning on your webcam. And UNMUTE! will show you how to do it. In this hilarious and
fast-paced book, communication expert Lauren Sergy takes you on a deep-dive into virtual meetings:
what works, what doesn’t, and how to make the most of this communication medium without it
taking over your life. With energy, wit, and a bucketful of relatable stories, Lauren will help you -
Polish not-so-small on-camera skills like eye contact, gesture, and speaking mannerisms - Set up
your virtual meeting space like a pro...without turning your office into a production studio - Boost
meeting attendees’ focus and engagement - Manage those annoying technical glitches - Dial down
your stress and kick Zoom Fatigue to the curb UNMUTE! is a must-read book for anyone who uses
videoconferencing at work. You and your colleagues can master virtual meetings; it’s time to take
action!

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Art and Craft of Biblical Preaching
Zondervan,, 2009-05-26 A Comprehensive Resource for Today’s Christian Communicators. This
extensive encyclopedia is the most complete and practical work ever published on the art and craft
of biblical preaching. Its 11 major sections contain nearly 200 articles, comprehensively covering
topics on preaching and methodology, including: Sermon structure and “the big idea.” The art of
introductions, transitions, and conclusions. Methods for sermon prep, from outlining to exercising.
Approaches to different types of preaching: topical, expository, evangelistic, and more. Best
practices for sermon delivery, speaking with authority, and using humor. Leveraging effective
illustrations and stories. Understanding audience. and much more. Entries are characterized by
intensely practical and vivid writing designed to help preachers deepen their understanding and
sharpen their communication skills. The contributors include a virtual Who’s Who of preaching from
a cross section of denominations and traditions, such as Dallas Willard, John Ortberg, Rick Warren,



Warren Wiersbe, Alice Mathews, John Piper, Andy Stanley, and many others. Haddon Robinson and
Craig Brian Larson—two of today’s most respected voices in preaching—provide editorial oversight.
Includes audio CD with preaching technique examples from the book.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preaching? Alec Motyer, 2013-07-20 Advice from an
experienced Bible expositor helps you to make the best of the gifts God has given you in your
preaching.

sample introduction of guest preacher: More Power in the Pulpit Cleophus J. LaRue,
2009-04-20 In this companion and sequel to the best-selling Power in the Pulpit (2002), which has
sold over 11,000 copies, more of America's best-known and most influential African American
preachers describe how they go about preparing their sermons. Each preacher also presents a
sermon that highlights his or her particular method of sermon preparation. This book is an excellent
how-to manual for pastors and students, presenting sage advice and wisdom on the art of preaching
and an inspirational look at the work of some of the most prominent figures in the life of the black
church.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Lewis on the Christian Life Joe Rigney, 2018-04-16
C. S. Lewis excelled at plumbing the depths of the human heart, both the good and the bad, the
beautiful and the corrupt. From science fiction and fantasy to essays, letters, and works of
apologetics, Lewis has offered a wealth of insight into how to live the Christian life. In this book,
Rigney explores the center of Lewis's vision for the Christian life—the personal encounter between
the human self and the living God. In prayer, in the church, in the imagination, in our natural loves,
in our pleasures and our sorrows, God brings us into his presence so that we can become fully
human: alive, free, and whole, transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Power in the Pulpit Cleophus James LaRue,
2002-01-01 In this book, scholar and preacher Cleophus J. LaRue brings together the voices of
twelve of America's most influential African-American preachers. Each of these renowned preachers
describes his or her method of sermon preparation and includes a sample sermon for illustration. An
excellent how-to manual for pastors and students,Power in the Pulpitis both sage wisdom on the art
of preaching and an inspiring look at some of the most prominent figures in the black church.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Expositional Preaching David R. Helm, 2014-04-16
What makes for good preaching? In this accessible volume—written for preachers and preachers in
training—pastor David Helm outlines what must be believed and accomplished to become a faithful
expositor of God's Word. In addition to offering practical, step-by-step guidance for preachers, this
short book will equip all of us to recognize good preaching when we hear it. Part of the 9Marks:
Building Healthy Churches series.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preaching Killer Sermons Lane Sebring, 2016-04-19
Lane provides practical tools to help pastors deliver engaging messages. Anyone who preaches or
teaches will benefit from this book. -Mark Batterson, New York Times bestselling Author of The
Circle Maker, Lead Pastor of National Community Church. Today's audiences are more distracted
than ever, but sermons can only be effective if people are listening. You have to capture people's
attention. But how? In Preaching Killer Sermons, author and pastor Lane Sebring reveals practical
preparation and delivery techniques that will enable you to better connect with your listeners.
Discover how to: -Capture and maintain the interest of your listeners -Structure each sermon for the
greatest impact -Maximize your prep time on a tight schedule -Overcome distractions &
communicate with clarity -Inspire people toward life-change If you want to discover practical
methods to communicate clearly every time you preach, this book is for you. What church leaders
are saying about Preaching Killer Sermons: Lane has written a very helpful, practical book for
preachers and teach-ers. I think there are two great sins in preaching: misusing the text and boring
your audience. In teaching pastors and seminary students, I find there are plenty of resources and
attention given to avoid the first great sin. But there is a lack of resources on how not to bore
people. And too many preachers feel that if they have rightly divided the Word of Truth, they have
done everything God requires them to do. I think accuracy and effectiveness are equally important in




preaching. Preaching Killer Sermons is a great resource to help pastors truly be effective in
communicating the powerful truth of God's Word. I plan to start using this with the preaching
students I teach. -David Whiting, Executive Search Consultant, Vanderbloemen, former Lead Pastor,
Northridge Church, Rochester, NY The hardest thing I do each week is not leadership development
or pastoral care - it's crafting a message which will communicate truth in an engaging and impactful
way. I genuinely want to get better at what I believe is God's greatest call on my life. I'm thankful for
Lane's heart to help us be better preachers. I'm thankful for this book. -Ron Edmondson, Senior
Pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, Lexington, KY, Church leadership blogger, RonEdmondson.com
Pastor Lane Sebring has done an outstanding job of reverse engineering the great sermon. His
efforts will help all who preach to preach better prepared sermons, and become better prepared
communicators. Preach-ing Killer Sermons should be included reading in homiletics courses around
the world. -Brett Fuller, Senior Pastor, Grace Covenant Church, Chantilly, VA Chaplain, Washington
Redskins If you are a communicator in the local church you need to pick up this book. Lane brings
practical insights and helpful encouragement on every page. Pick it up ... and apply the lessons
contained within. -Rich Birch, unSeminary, Executive Pastor, Liquid Church, Mountainside NJ The
concepts Lane shares in this book have helped sharpen my effectiveness in communicating the
content of God's inerrant Word! I would highly recommend this book to both the novice and the
experienced preacher. -Dr. Billy Ross, Senior Pastor, Centreville Baptist Church, Centreville, VA
Trustee, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary I serve on a Teaching Team with Lane, so [
watch him live out Preaching Killer Sermons each week. Lane's heart is to communicate God's Word
in culturally relevant and engaging ways. Now he's sharing his passion in a book full of practical
tools to help preachers (and teachers/speakers). You'll hear his heart as he challenges you to
examine and refine your own preaching habits. -Elaine Bonds, sought after speaker, Graduate,
Proverbs 31 She Speaks and CLASSeminars

sample introduction of guest preacher: In Search of Paul Tony Cooke, 2022-03-15 Stand on
the shoulders of giants!Have you ever wished you could have a mentor like the Apostle
Paul—someone trustworthy to guide your spiritual development and ministry? Tony Cooke, author,
teacher, and student of church history, has assembled a panel of the greatest Christian spiritual
leaders of all time, curating a profound, yet...

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preaching with Variety Jeffrey D. Arthurs, 2007 This
new volume in the Preaching With series reveals how pastors can preach in a way that employs--with
creativity--the six writing genres or forms found in the Bible. Readers will learn how to expand their
repertoire of creative, interesting, and relevant sermons.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Preaching Sticky Sermons Brandon Kelley, Joe
Hoagland, 2016-12-21

sample introduction of guest preacher: Just Say Yes! Bishop Robert Schnase, 2015-04-07
Churches say No in a thousand ways to new ideas, ministry initiatives, and creative people.
Churches struggle with committees that are no longer conducive to their mission while pastors and
laity have become conditioned to view anything new with suspicion and resistance. Churches
operate with a pervasive culture of No. Just Say Yes! Unleashing People for Ministry is written for
people whose passion has been simmering for years, who yearn to be told Yes! It’s for those whose
energy and ideas have been tamped down by systems and attitudes that restrain ministry and who
have felt frustrated by attempts to start programs, reach new people, or experiment with alternative
worship services, only to be told No. Robert Schnase examines the systems and attitudes that
restrain and control ministry. He demonstrates practical ways church leaders can rethink
fundamental assumptions about organizations and leadership. Real-church examples show how
every church can unleash its people for ministry—encouraging, emboldening, and equipping them.
“Significant turnaround could happen in churches everywhere if each congregation worked through
this book, chapter by chapter.” —Sue Nilson Kibbey, Director of the Missional Church Consultation
Initiative, West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church “Just Say Yes! is a valuable
resource for laity and leaders who want to make a real difference in their mission field. I'm making it




required reading in every church I coach and work with.” —Ken Willard, Certified Consultant and
Coach, Leadership 4 Transformation; author, Time Management for the Christian Leader from
Abingdon Press “The energy of the Holy Spirit jumps off every page and right into your heart and
mind in a way that could make all things new.” —Patricia Farris, Senior Pastor, First United
Methodist Church, Santa Monica, CA “If we take this book seriously we will see people unleashed for
ministry in the world. In the process we may just rediscover why our churches exist in the first
place.” —Clay Oliphint, Senior Pastor, First United Methodist Church, Richardson, TX “Schnase
examines how churches say No, then provides an inspiring and practical look at how they can say
Yes. We need this book!” —Steve Harper, Professor of Spiritual Formation (retired); author, Five
Marks of a Methodist from Abingdon Press

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Big Idea of Biblical Preaching Keith Willhite,
Scott M. Gibson, 2003-02-01 Since 1980, Haddon Robinson has influenced generations of students
and preachers through his widely used classic text, Biblical Preaching, in which he shows preachers
how to communicate the Bible's big ideas with precision. But does Robinson's big idea approach to
expository preaching still work in today's diverse cultures and fast-paced world? The Big Idea of
Biblical Preaching, now in paperback, presents a strong defense of the ongoing relevance of this
approach to expository preaching. An experienced and skilled group of contributors to this volume
includes: Paul Borden, Scott M. Gibson, Duane Litfin, Terry Mattingly, John Reed, Bruce L. Shelley,
Donald R. Sunukjian, Joseph M. Stowell III, Bruce K. Waltke, Scott Wenig, and Keith Willhite. This
volume is written not only for the current generation of students but also for today's preachers, who
will find in the pages of this book a powerful approach to expository preaching.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Deep and Wide Andy Stanley, 2016-02-09 Create a
church unchurched people absolutely love to attend. Deep and Wide provides church leaders with an
in-depth look into North Point Community Church and its strategy for creating churches unchurched
people absolutely love to attend. Now available in an expanded edition, this trusted resource has
sold over 250,000 copies. In it, Andy Stanley explains: His strategy for preaching and programming
to both mature believers and cynical unbelievers North Point's spiritual formation model: The Five
Faith Catalysts Three essential ingredients for creating irresistible environments How to tackle the
challenge of transitioning a local congregation If your team is more concerned with who you are
reaching than who you are keeping, the expanded edition of Deep and Wide will be more than a book
you read; it will be a resource you come back to over and over! New bonus content includes a study
guide, church staff helps, and an interview with Andy on the most frequently asked questions about
Deep and Wide.

sample introduction of guest preacher: As One Without Authority Fred B. Craddock, 1979
Newsweek magazine named Fred Craddock one of the twelve best living preachers. This update of
his classic offers Craddock's original work on inductive preaching, now with inclusive language and
NRSV texts, plus three brand-new sermons. Book jacket.

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Preaching of Jonathan Edwards John Carrick,
2008

sample introduction of guest preacher: Common Worship: Times and Seasons
President's Edition Common Worship, 2013-07-15 This revised, expanded edition of the Common
Worship President’s Edition contains everything to celebrate Holy Communion Order One
throughout the church year. It combines relevant material from the original President’s Edition with
Eucharistic material from Times and Seasons, Festivals and Pastoral Services, and the Additional
Collects.

sample introduction of guest preacher: New Patterns for Worship (paperback) Church of
England, 2016-01-20 This versatile collection provides a wealth of supplementary material to help
you customize Common Worship services for any locality, age group, special occasion or festival. It
offers: * Advice and guidance on planning, preparing and structuring services. * Over 250 pages of
prayers and liturgy, conveniently organised by function, e.g. Gathering and Greeting, Praise and
Thanksgiving, Action and Movement. ¢ 22 easy-to-adapt sample services for eucharistic,



non-eucharistic, all-age worship and seasonal services.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Privilege the Text! Abraham Kuruvilla, 2013-04-25
Privilege the Text! spans the conceptual gap between biblical text and life application by providing a
rigorous theological hermeneutic for preaching. Kuruvilla describes the theological entity that is the
intermediary between ancient text and modern audience, and defines its crucial function in
determining valid application. Based on this hermeneutic, he submits a new mode of reading
Scripture for preaching: a Christiconic interpretation of the biblical text, a hermeneutically robust
way to understand the depiction of the Second Person of the Trinity in Scripture. In addition,
Kuruvilla’s work provides a substantive theology of spiritual formation through preaching: what it
means to obey God, the Christian’s responsibility to undertake “faith-full” obedience to divine
demand, and the incentives for such obedience—all integral to understanding the sermonic
movement from text to application. Privilege the Text! promises to be useful not only for preachers,
and students and teachers of homiletics, but for all who are interested in the exposition of Scripture
that culminates in application for the glory of God.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Present! a Techie's Guide to Public Speaking
Poornima Vijayashanker, Karen Catlin, 2015-11-02 The ultimate interactive public speaking guide
from tech speakers Poornima Vijayashanker and Karen Catlin that prepares and encourages techies
to discover their expertise, confidently share it, and successfully level up in their careers. Techies
around the world can now jump start and grow their speaking careers with the book, Present! A
Techie's Guide to Public Speaking, written by tech leaders, Poornima Vijayashanker and Karen
Catlin. The book serves as a resource for technology professionals who want or need to develop the
skills to communicate their expertise effectively, whether in a meeting at work or delivering an
engaging talk at a conference. Poornima, who is the founder of Femgineer and the founding
engineer of Mint.com, collaborated with former Adobe vice president and founder of Karen Catlin
Consulting, Karen Catlin, to compile and share their lessons, tips, and techniques learned from their
own experiences as professional tech speakers. Karen and I wanted to write this book so that our
fellow techies would have a comprehensive resource to help them with their own public speaking
endeavors. So many folks in the tech industry have amazing ideas and experience, but they often feel
stuck on how to present them effectively. Also, our hope is that more women will be inspired by our
stories and encouraged to get out there and share their own valuable expertise through public
speaking in order to boost representation of women tech speakers, Poornima said. Present! covers
public speaking from A to Z. Through stories, examples, and interactive exercises, Poornima and
Karen dive into topics including, overcoming stage fright, exploring personal speaking style,
creating the right talk for the right audience, polishing presence and delivery, and nailing any type
of talk, whether it's a lightning or long-form talk or being part of a panel. Karen said, Even though
Poornima and I are professional speakers, we felt it was important to share our own feelings of
nerves and uncertainty, and bumps we've had along the way - and sometimes continue to
experience. It was important for us to communicate that no one is perfect and it really is okay when
talks don't always go according to plan. Our hope is that by being open, we'll be able to give others
the confidence and the techniques to handle situations when they arise, deliver an amazing
presentation, and most importantly, have FUN!

sample introduction of guest preacher: The Elements of Preaching Warren W. Wiersbe,
David Wiersbe, 1986 Here are basic preaching principles as well as the main preaching prohibitions
that can help you sharpen and focus your skills in the pulpit.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Developing Female Leaders Kadi Cole, 2019-03-05
What would your church look like if it maximized the dormant gifts of the women God has brought
there? Discover how to develop and leverage the leadership abilities of women within your
congregation. Leadership and people development veteran Kadi Cole offers a practical strategy to
help church and organizational leaders craft cultures that facilitate the development of women as
volunteer and staff leaders. In Developing Female Leaders, Cole shares eight easy-to-implement
“best practices” that help accelerate a woman'’s organizational contribution, such as: Seek to



understand Clearly define what you believe Mine the marketplace Integrate spiritual formation and
leadership development Be an “other” Create an environment of safety Upgrade your people
practices Take on your culture Combined with current research, thorough appendices and
references add even more guidance for setting vision, milestones, and goals. Using interviews and
surveys of more than one thousand women in key church and organizational roles, Developing
Female Leaders is a one-of-a-kind resource for identifying what is missing today in your church to
help it flourish in the future.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Do You Believe? Paul David Tripp, 2021-11-05
BestSelling Author Paul David Tripp Unpacks 12 Doctrines for Everyday Christian Living
Doctrine—what Christians believe—directly influences how they live. The biblical truths about God,
humanity, and the world are not merely about knowing more—they are also about loving God and
making sense of this life and the life to come. But what happens when there is disparity between
what believers confess and how they live? In his latest book, Do You Believe?, pastor and bestselling
author Paul David Tripp takes a close look at 12 core doctrines and how they engage and transform
the human heart and mind. According to Tripp, true belief is always lived. To demonstrate, he
unpacks each doctrine and presents its relevance for the Christian life. As readers explore topics
such as the doctrine of God, the holiness of God, and the doctrine of Scripture, they will be fueled to
fall deeper in love with and stand in awe of their Creator and Father—putting the truths of God's
word on display for all the world to see.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Power Evangelism John Wimber, Kevin Springer,
2009-05-01 The message of Power Evangelism has been embraced around the world, and the book
that started it all has become a classic, with more than one million sold. In 2006, Christianity Today
named it one of the 50 most significant Christian books to be published in the last 50 years. This
revised and updated edition describes the releasing of God’s power through signs and wonders to
refresh, renew, heal and equip His people. Drawing from the teaching of the New Testament and
with illustrations from his own experience, Vineyard leader John Wimber persuades the reader to
“yield control of our lives to the Holy Spirit.” Though Wimber died in 1997, his teaching continues to
spread throughout the Vineyard movement, through the broader renewal movement and to
Christians across the globe, even those who do not consider themselves Charismatic. Co-author
Kevin Springer—also a Vineyard pastor—has found that in the years since its first publication, Power
Evangelism has only grown, and the results continue to be explosive. This edition includes a
chapter-by-chapter study guide and reflects changes Springer and other power evangelism
practitioners have made in presentation—not in content—for readers in the new millennium.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Eloquence in Public Speaking Kenneth
McFarland, 1966

sample introduction of guest preacher: Anam Cara John O'Donohue, 2009-03-17 Anam Cara
is a rare synthesis of philosophy, poetry, and spirituality. This work will have a powerful and
life-transforming experience for those who read it. —Deepak Chopra John O'Donohue, poet,
philosopher, and scholar, guides you through the spiritual landscape of the Irish imagination. In
Anam Cara, Gaelic for soul friend, the ancient teachings, stories, and blessings of Celtic wisdom
provide such profound insights on the universal themes of friendship, solitude, love, and death as:
Light is generous The human heart is never completely born Love as ancient recognition The body is
the angel of the soul Solitude is luminous Beauty likes neglected places The passionate heart never
ages To be natural is to be holy Silence is the sister of the divine Death as an invitation to freedom

sample introduction of guest preacher: Finding Our Voice Matthew D. Kim, Daniel L.
Wong, 2020 No one preaches in a cultural vacuum. The message of what God has done in Christ is
good news to all, but to have the greatest impact on its hearers--or even to be understood at all--it
must be culturally contextualized. Finding Our Voice speaks clearly to an issue that has largely been
ignored: preaching to Asian North American (ANA) contexts. In addition to reworking hermeneutics,
theology, and homiletics for these overlooked contexts, Kim and Wong include examples of
culturally-specific sermons and instructive questions for contextualizing one's own sermons. Finding



Our Voice is essential reading for all who preach and teach in ANA contexts. But by examining this
kind of contextualization in action, all who preach in their own unique contexts will benefit from this
approach.

sample introduction of guest preacher: Ephesians James Montgomery Boice, 2006-05-01 A
compelling commentary that presents the depth and clarity of Paul's letter to the Ephesians.
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