the tale of genji pdf

the tale of genji pdf offers readers a convenient and accessible way to explore one of the most
celebrated works of classical Japanese literature. This ancient narrative, often regarded as the
world's first novel, provides profound insights into Heian-era court life, romance, and the
complexities of human emotions. With the availability of the tale of genji pdf, students, scholars, and
literary enthusiasts can easily access its rich storytelling and cultural significance in a digital format.
The tale of genji pdf versions vary, including annotated editions, modern translations, and even
illustrated copies, making it essential to understand the differences and the best sources for
authentic versions. This article will delve into the history and importance of The Tale of Genji,
explore the benefits of accessing it in PDF format, guide readers on where to find reputable PDFs,
and discuss how to use these digital texts effectively for study or enjoyment. The following sections
will provide a comprehensive overview of everything related to the tale of genji pdf.

e The Historical and Literary Significance of The Tale of Genji

e Advantages of Accessing The Tale of Genji in PDF Format

e Sources and Availability of Authentic Tale of Genji PDF Versions
e Using The Tale of Genji PDF for Academic and Personal Study

e Popular Translations and Annotated Editions in PDF

The Historical and Literary Significance of The Tale of
Genji

The Tale of Genji, originally written by Murasaki Shikibu in the early 11th century, stands as a
monumental achievement in Japanese literature and world literary history. This epic narrative
chronicles the life and loves of Hikaru Genji, a nobleman in the Heian court, portraying the intricate
social and political dynamics of the time. The tale is celebrated for its psychological depth, poetic
language, and detailed depiction of courtly life, which have influenced countless subsequent works
of literature and art.

The Origin and Authorship

Murasaki Shikibu, a lady-in-waiting at the Japanese imperial court, authored The Tale of Genji
around 1008 AD. Her unique perspective as a woman in the aristocratic circle allowed her to craft a
narrative rich in emotional nuance and cultural observation. The tale is composed of 54 chapters,
blending poetry and prose to portray the protagonist’s romantic exploits and the impermanence of
life.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The tale has had a profound influence on Japanese culture and literature, shaping aesthetics such as
mono no aware, the awareness of the transient nature of things. It remains a key reference in



studies of classical Japanese language, history, and art. The enduring popularity of The Tale of Genji
has led to numerous adaptations, including theatrical performances, manga, and film, underscoring
its timeless appeal.

Advantages of Accessing The Tale of Genji in PDF
Format

Accessing the tale of genji pdf offers multiple benefits, especially in the context of modern digital
reading and academic research. PDFs provide a versatile, portable, and searchable format that
enhances the reading experience as well as study efficiency. The digital format caters to diverse
audiences, from casual readers interested in literary classics to scholars conducting detailed textual
analysis.

Portability and Convenience

One of the primary advantages of the tale of genji pdf is the ability to carry the entire text on digital
devices such as e-readers, tablets, or smartphones. This eliminates the need for physical books,
which can be bulky and less accessible. Readers can access the text anytime, anywhere, facilitating
continuous engagement with the story.

Enhanced Search and Study Features

The PDF format allows users to search for specific terms, characters, or themes within the text
instantly. This feature is invaluable for researchers and students who need to locate passages
quickly or analyze recurring motifs. Additionally, many PDFs include bookmarks, annotations, and
hyperlinks within the document, further aiding navigation and comprehension.

Preservation of Formatting and Annotations

Unlike some digital formats, PDF files preserve the original layout, fonts, and illustrations of the
text. This is particularly important for editions of The Tale of Genji that contain classical Japanese
calligraphy, poems, or artwork. Annotated PDFs also allow readers to access scholarly notes and
explanations alongside the original text, enriching the reading experience.

Sources and Availability of Authentic Tale of Genji PDF
Versions

Finding a reliable and authentic tale of genji pdf requires awareness of reputable sources and
available editions. Several institutions and publishers offer free or paid versions, each with varying
degrees of scholarly accuracy, translation quality, and supplementary materials. Readers should
consider their purpose—whether casual reading or academic research—when selecting a PDF
version.

Public Domain and Free PDFs

Many classic translations of The Tale of Genji are available in the public domain and can be
downloaded free of charge. These versions often include early English translations, which may



reflect older language styles but are valuable for historical study. Public domain PDFs are generally
accessible through digital libraries and university collections.

Commercial and Annotated Editions

Modern translations by renowned scholars often come in PDF format through commercial
publishers. These editions typically feature contemporary language, detailed footnotes, and
contextual essays that provide readers with in-depth understanding. Purchasing or accessing these
PDFs through academic platforms ensures high-quality content and accurate representation of the
original text.

Academic and Library Resources

University libraries and research institutions frequently provide access to specialized tale of genji
pdfs, including critical editions and bilingual texts. These resources are particularly useful for
advanced study and comparative literature courses. Users affiliated with educational institutions can
often download these PDFs through library portals or interlibrary loan systems.

Using The Tale of Genji PDF for Academic and Personal
Study

The tale of genji pdf serves as an essential tool for both academic scholars and general readers
seeking to deepen their understanding of this literary masterpiece. Its digital nature allows for
various study techniques that enhance interpretation, analysis, and retention of the text's
complexities.

Annotation and Note-Taking

Many PDF readers enable users to highlight passages, add comments, and bookmark important
sections. These features facilitate active reading and critical engagement with the text, supporting
the development of insights and arguments for academic papers or personal reflection.

Comparative Reading and Cross-Referencing

Using multiple versions of the tale of genji pdf allows readers to compare translations,
interpretations, and editorial decisions. This comparative approach can reveal nuances in language,
cultural context, and thematic emphasis that enrich the reader’s appreciation of the work.

Integration with Other Digital Tools

The tale of genji pdf can be integrated with digital dictionaries, language learning apps, and citation
management software. These tools assist readers in understanding archaic terms, tracking
references, and organizing research materials systematically.

Popular Translations and Annotated Editions in PDF

Several notable translations and annotated editions of The Tale of Genji are available in PDF format,
each offering unique perspectives and scholarly value. These editions cater to different reader



needs, from introductory versions to comprehensive academic texts.

Arthur Waley’s Translation

Arthur Waley’s early 20th-century translation remains one of the most widely read English versions
of The Tale of Genji. Although somewhat dated in language, his work captures the poetic essence of
the original and is often available as a free PDF. It is a useful starting point for readers new to the
tale.

Edward Seidensticker’s Edition

Edward Seidensticker’s translation is praised for its clarity and accessibility, providing a modern and
engaging rendition of the text. His edition often includes detailed notes and cultural explanations,
making it a favorite among students and general readers. Many versions are available in PDF
through academic publishers.

Royall Tyler’s Annotated Translation

Royall Tyler’s translation is considered one of the most scholarly and complete English versions
available. It features extensive footnotes, historical context, and linguistic analysis, making the PDF
edition highly valuable for academic research. This version supports a deep understanding of the
tale’s complexities.

Other Noteworthy Editions

e Ivan Morris’s translation, known for its literary elegance.
e Haruo Shirane’s critical editions that combine original Japanese text with English translation.

« Bilingual editions that present the original Heian Japanese alongside modern translations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I legally download a PDF of The Tale of Genji?

You can legally download The Tale of Genji PDF from websites that offer public domain literature,
such as Project Gutenberg or Internet Archive, as the work is in the public domain.

Are there modern English translations of The Tale of Genji
available in PDF format?

Yes, modern English translations by scholars like Royall Tyler and Edward Seidensticker are
available, and some may be found in PDF format through academic resources or online bookstores.



Is The Tale of Genji PDF available for free?

Yes, since The Tale of Genji was written in the 11th century, its original text is in the public domain
and can be found for free, but some translations may require purchase.

What are the benefits of reading The Tale of Genji in PDF
format?

Reading The Tale of Genji in PDF format allows for easy access on multiple devices, offline reading,
searchable text, and the ability to highlight and annotate for study purposes.

Can I find annotated versions of The Tale of Genji in PDF?

Annotated versions of The Tale of Genji are available in PDF format, often through academic
publishers or university websites, providing explanations and cultural context to enhance
understanding.

Additional Resources

1. The Tale of Genji: A New Translation by Royall Tyler

This modern translation offers a fresh and accessible version of the classic Japanese work, "The Tale
of Genji." Royall Tyler provides extensive footnotes and cultural context, helping readers understand
the nuances of Heian-era Japan. The translation maintains the poetic and narrative beauty of the
original text.

2. The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan

This book explores the historical and cultural background of "The Tale of Genji," focusing on the
Heian period’s aristocratic society. It delves into the customs, political intrigues, and artistic
achievements that shaped the world depicted in the tale. Readers gain a richer appreciation of the
novel’s setting and characters.

3. Genji and the Japanese Culture: A Reader

A collection of essays and excerpts that examine the influence of "The Tale of Genji" on Japanese
literature and culture. The book includes critical analyses, historical perspectives, and discussions of
the novel’s themes and symbolism. It is ideal for students and scholars interested in classical
Japanese studies.

4. Women and the Tale of Genji: Gender and Narrative in Heian Japan

This work investigates the roles and representations of women in "The Tale of Genji," highlighting
the novel’s complex portrayal of gender relations. The author discusses how female characters
navigate court life and power dynamics, offering insight into Heian-era societal norms. The book also
considers feminist readings of the text.

5. The Tale of Genji: A Graphic Novel Adaptation

An illustrated retelling of the classic story, this graphic novel brings the characters and settings of
"The Tale of Genji" to life visually. It simplifies some of the narrative complexity while preserving the
essence of the original plot. This adaptation is suitable for readers new to the tale or those who
appreciate visual storytelling.



6. Reading Genji: A Japanese Classic and Its Modern Interpretations

This book explores how "The Tale of Genji" has been interpreted and reimagined in modern
literature, theater, and film. It discusses the novel’s enduring legacy and its relevance in
contemporary culture. The author provides critical perspectives on various adaptations and their
cultural significance.

7. The Art of Genyji: Illustrations from the Tale of Genji

Focusing on the artistic heritage inspired by "The Tale of Genji," this book showcases traditional
Japanese paintings, prints, and calligraphy related to the story. It offers commentary on the visual
motifs and styles used to depict key scenes and characters. The book is a valuable resource for art
historians and enthusiasts.

8. Poetry and Prose in The Tale of Genji

This study analyzes the literary techniques used in "The Tale of Genji," emphasizing its blend of
poetry and prose. The author explains how the poetic interludes contribute to character
development and emotional depth. The book also provides translations of selected poems with
detailed annotations.

9. Heian Japan and the Tale of Genji: Historical Context and Literary Analysis

Combining historical research with literary critique, this book situates "The Tale of Genji" within the
broader framework of Heian-period Japan. It examines the political, social, and religious influences
on the novel’s creation. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the factors that shaped this
masterpiece.
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The Tale of Genji PDF: A Comprehensive Guide to
Murasaki Shikibu's Masterpiece and its Digital
Accessibility

The Tale of Genji, a seminal work of Japanese literature penned by Murasaki Shikibu over a
thousand years ago, continues to captivate readers worldwide with its intricate plot, vivid
characters, and insightful portrayal of Heian-era court life. This ebook delves into the significance of
this classic novel, exploring its historical context, literary merit, and accessibility in the modern
digital age, particularly focusing on the availability and impact of The Tale of Genji in PDF format.
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Ebook Title: Unlocking the Heian World: A Guide to The Tale of Genji PDF and its Enduring Legacy
Content Outline:

Introduction: Exploring the historical and literary context of The Tale of Genji.

Chapter 1: Murasaki Shikibu and Her World: A deep dive into the life and times of the author.
Chapter 2: Plot Summary and Key Characters: A detailed overview of the novel's narrative and its
memorable figures.

Chapter 3: Thematic Analysis: An exploration of the key themes present in the novel, such as love,
power, and mortality.

Chapter 4: Literary Style and Techniques: A closer look at Murasaki Shikibu's writing style and its
impact.

Chapter 5: The Tale of Genji in Translation: A discussion on the challenges and nuances of
translating the novel into different languages.

Chapter 6: The Tale of Genji in the Digital Age: PDFs and Accessibility: Examining the availability of
the novel in PDF format, its benefits and drawbacks, and accessibility concerns.

Chapter 7: Critical Reception and Enduring Influence: An overview of the novel's critical acclaim and
its impact on subsequent literature and culture.

Conclusion: Summarizing the key points and reflecting on the continued relevance of The Tale of
Genji.

Detailed Explanation of Outline Points:

Introduction: This section sets the stage by providing background information on the Heian period in
Japan and introducing Murasaki Shikibu and her masterpiece. It will highlight the novel's
importance in Japanese literary history and its enduring global appeal.

Chapter 1: Murasaki Shikibu and Her World: This chapter delves into the life of Murasaki Shikibu,
exploring her social status, education, and the political landscape of the Heian court. It sheds light
on how her experiences influenced the novel's creation.

Chapter 2: Plot Summary and Key Characters: This chapter presents a comprehensive summary of
the novel's intricate plot, focusing on the key events and relationships. It will introduce major
characters like Genji, Hikaru Genji, and the various women in his life, highlighting their
personalities and roles in the narrative.

Chapter 3: Thematic Analysis: This chapter examines the recurring themes within The Tale of Genjji,
including courtly love, the ephemeral nature of beauty, the complexities of power dynamics, and the
inevitability of death.

Chapter 4: Literary Style and Techniques: This chapter will analyze Murasaki Shikibu's unique
writing style, focusing on her use of language, imagery, and narrative techniques. It will discuss the
novel's distinctive features, such as its psychological depth and its exploration of inner lives.

Chapter 5: The Tale of Genji in Translation: This section addresses the complexities of translating a
classical text like The Tale of Genji, highlighting the challenges involved in rendering the nuances of
the original Japanese into other languages. It will explore different translation approaches and their
impact on the reader's experience.

Chapter 6: The Tale of Genji in the Digital Age: PDFs and Accessibility: This chapter examines the



role of technology in making The Tale of Genji accessible to a wider audience. It will discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of PDF versions, focusing on issues like readability, searchability, and
accessibility features for visually impaired readers. It will also analyze the impact of e-readers and
digital libraries on the dissemination of the novel. Recent research on digital reading habits and
their implications for classic literature will be included.

Chapter 7: Critical Reception and Enduring Influence: This chapter explores the critical reception of
The Tale of Genji throughout history, from its initial popularity in Japan to its subsequent recognition
as a world literary masterpiece. It will trace its influence on subsequent literature and culture,
highlighting its impact on various artistic expressions.

Conclusion: This section summarizes the main points discussed in the ebook, emphasizing the

enduring relevance and significance of The Tale of Genji. It will reiterate the novel's importance as a
historical document, a work of art, and a source of continued inspiration.

SEO Optimized Headings:

The Tale of Genji PDF: A Comprehensive
Guide

Introduction: Contextualizing Murasaki Shikibu's
Masterpiece

Murasaki Shikibu and the Heian Court

Plot Summary and Key Characters of The Tale of Genji

Genji's Journey: A Narrative Overview

Thematic Exploration of The Tale of Genji



Love, Power, and Mortality in Heian Japan

Murasaki Shikibu's Literary Style and Techniques

Mono no aware and the Art of Storytelling

Translation Challenges and Interpretations

Navigating Nuances Across Languages

The Tale of Genji in the Digital Age: PDFs and
Accessibility

Digital Formats and Inclusive Reading

Critical Reception and Enduring Legacy

Global Impact and Continuing Relevance

Conclusion: The Timeless Appeal of The Tale of Genji

FAQs:

1. Where can I find a free PDF of The Tale of Genji? Many public domain versions are available
online, but quality varies significantly. Be wary of poorly scanned or translated copies.

2. What is the best translation of The Tale of Genji? There is no single "best" translation, as each has
its strengths and weaknesses. Consider reading reviews and comparing different translators'
approaches.



3. Is there an audiobook version of The Tale of Genji? Yes, several audiobook versions exist, narrated
by both native and non-native speakers.

4. How long does it take to read The Tale of Genji? The length varies greatly depending on the
translation and your reading speed. Allow ample time for this extensive novel.

5. What are the main themes explored in The Tale of Genji? Key themes include courtly love, the
fleeting nature of beauty, the complexities of power, and the inevitability of death.

6. What makes The Tale of Genji significant in literary history? It's considered the world's first novel,
showcasing psychological depth and complex character development.

7. What are the benefits of reading The Tale of Genji in PDF format? Portability, searchability, and
accessibility features are key advantages.

8. What are the drawbacks of reading The Tale of Genji in PDF format? Poor quality scans, lack of
annotation features, and potential eye strain are possible drawbacks.

9. Is The Tale of Genji suitable for all readers? Due to its length, complex narrative, and mature
themes, it's best suited for mature readers.
Related Articles:

1. Murasaki Shikibu's Life and Times: A biography exploring the author's life within the context of
Heian Japan.

2. Heian Period Culture and Society: An overview of the social, political, and artistic landscape of the
era.

3. Japanese Courtly Love: A Comparative Study: An exploration of the concept of courtly love in
Japanese literature.

4. The Role of Women in Heian Court Society: An examination of women's roles and influence within
the Heian court.

5. A Comparative Analysis of Different Translations of The Tale of Genji: A critical assessment of
various translations and their approaches.

6. The Tale of Genji and its Influence on Modern Japanese Literature: Tracing the novel's impact on
subsequent literary works.

7. Adapting The Tale of Genji for Modern Audiences: Discussions on film, television, and other
adaptations of the novel.

8. The Use of Symbolism and Metaphor in The Tale of Genji: A deeper look at the literary devices
employed by Murasaki Shikibu.

9. Accessibility and Inclusivity in Digital Literature: The Case of The Tale of Genji: A discussion on
making classical literature accessible to all readers through digital formats.



the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji Murasaki Shikibu, 2002-11-26 The world’s first novel,
in a translation that is “likely to be the definitive edition . . . for many years to come” (The Wall
Street Journal) A Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition, with flaps and deckle-edged paper Written in the
eleventh century, this exquisite portrait of courtly life in medieval Japan is widely celebrated as the
world’s first novel. Genji, the Shining Prince, is the son of an emperor. He is a passionate character
whose tempestuous nature, family circumstances, love affairs, alliances, and shifting political
fortunes form the core of this magnificent epic. Royall Tyler’s superior translation is detailed, poetic,
and superbly true to the Japanese original while allowing the modern reader to appreciate it as a
contemporary treasure. Supplemented with detailed notes, glossaries, character lists, and
chronologies to help the reader navigate the multigenerational narrative, this comprehensive edition
presents this ancient tale in the grand style that it deserves.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji John T. Carpenter, Melissa McCormick, Monika Bincsik,
Kyoko Kinoshita, Sano Midori, 2019-03-04 With its vivid descriptions of courtly society, gardens, and
architecture in early eleventh-century Japan, The Tale of Genji—recognized as the world’s first
novel—has captivated audiences around the globe and inspired artistic traditions for one thousand
years. Its female author, Murasaki Shikibu, was a diarist, a renowned poet, and, as a tutor to the
young empress, the ultimate palace insider; her monumental work of fiction offers entry into an
elaborate, mysterious world of court romance, political intrigue, elite customs, and religious life.
This handsomely designed and illustrated book explores the outstanding art associated with Genji
through in-depth essays and discussions of more than one hundred works. The Tale of Genji has
influenced all forms of Japanese artistic expression, from intimately scaled albums to boldly
designed hanging scrolls and screen paintings, lacquer boxes, incense burners, games, palanquins
for transporting young brides to their new homes, and even contemporary manga. The authors, both
art historians and Genji scholars, discuss the tale’s transmission and reception over the centuries;
illuminate its place within the history of Japanese literature and calligraphy; highlight its key
episodes and characters; and explore its wide-ranging influence on Japanese culture, design, and
aesthetics into the modern era. p.pl {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 14.0px Verdana}

the tale of genji pdf: Reading The Tale of Genji Thomas Harper, Haruo Shirane, 2015-12-01
The Tale of Genji, written one thousand years ago, is a masterpiece of Japanese literature, is often
regarded as the best prose fiction in the language. Read, commented on, and reimagined by poets,
scholars, dramatists, artists, and novelists, the tale has left a legacy as rich and reflective as the
work itself. This sourcebook is the most comprehensive record of the reception of The Tale of Genji
to date. It presents a range of landmark texts relating to the work during its first millennium, almost
all of which are translated into English for the first time. An introduction prefaces each set of
documents, situating them within the tradition of Japanese literature and cultural history. These
texts provide a fascinating glimpse into Japanese views of literature, poetry, imperial politics, and
the place of art and women in society. Selections include an imagined conversation among court
ladies gossiping about their favorite characters and scenes in Genji; learned exegetical commentary;
a vigorous debate over the morality of Genji; and an impassioned defense of Genji's ability to
enhance Japan's standing among the twentieth century's community of nations. Taken together,
these documents reflect Japan's fraught history with vernacular texts, particularly those written by
women.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji Michael Emmerich, 2013-10-01 Michael Emmerich
thoroughly revises the conventional narrative of the early modern and modern history of The Tale of
Genji. Exploring iterations of the work from the 1830s to the 1950s, he demonstrates how
translations and the global circulation of discourse they inspired turned The Tale of Genji into a
widely read classic, reframing our understanding of its significance and influence and of the
processes that have canonized the text. Emmerich begins with an analysis of the lavishly produced
best seller Nise Murasaki inaka Genji (A Fraudulent Murasaki's Bumpkin Genji, 1829-1842), an
adaptation of Genji written and designed by Ryutei Tanehiko, with pictures by the great print artist
Utagawa Kunisada. He argues that this work introduced Genji to a popular Japanese audience and



created a new mode of reading. He then considers movable-type editions of Inaka Genji from 1888 to
1928, connecting trends in print technology and publishing to larger developments in national
literature and showing how the one-time best seller became obsolete. The study subsequently traces
Genji's reemergence as a classic on a global scale, following its acceptance into the canon of world
literature before the text gained popularity in Japan. It concludes with Genji's becoming a national
classic during World War II and reviews an important postwar challenge to reading the work after it
attained this status. Through his sustained critique, Emmerich upends scholarship on Japan's
preeminent classic while remaking theories of world literature, continuity, and community.

the tale of genji pdf: The Lady of the Boat ][], 1932

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji Murasaki Shikibu, 2006-02-28 An abridged edition of
the world’s first novel, in a translation that is “likely to be the definitive edition . . . for many years to
come” (The Wall Street Journal) A Penguin Classic Written in the eleventh century, this exquisite
portrait of courtly life in medieval Japan is widely celebrated as the world’s first novel—and is
certainly one of its finest. Genji, the Shining Prince, is the son of an emperor. He is a passionate
character whose tempestuous nature, family circumstances, love affairs, alliances, and shifting
political fortunes form the core of this magnificent epic. Royall Tyler’s superior translation is
detailed, poetic, and superbly true to the Japanese original while allowing the modern reader to
appreciate it as a contemporary treasure. In this deftly abridged edition, Tyler focuses on the early
chapters, which vividly evoke Genji as a young man and leave him at his first moment of triumph.
This edition also includes detailed notes, glossaries, character lists, and chronologies.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji Melissa McCormick, 2018-11-06 Written in the eleventh
century by the Japanese noblewoman Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji is a masterpiece of prose
and poetry that is widely considered the world's first novel. Melissa McCormick provides a unique
companion to Murasaki's tale that combines discussions of all fifty-four of its chapters with paintings
and calligraphy from the Genji Album (1510) in the Harvard Art Museums, the oldest dated set of
Genji illustrations known to exist. In this book, the album's colorful painting and calligraphy leaves
are fully reproduced for the first time, followed by McCormick's insightful essays that analyze the
Genji story and the album's unique combinations of word and image. This stunning compendium also
includes English translations and Japanese transcriptions of the album's calligraphy, enabling a
holistic experience of the work for readers today. In an introduction to the volume, McCormick tells
the fascinating stories of the individuals who created the Genji Album in the sixteenth century, from
the famous court painter who executed the paintings and the aristocrats who brushed the
calligraphy to the work's warrior patrons and the poet-scholars who acted as their intermediaries.
Beautifully illustrated, this book serves as an invaluable guide for readers interested in The Tale of
Genji, Japanese literature, and the captivating visual world of Japan's most celebrated work of
fiction.

the tale of genji pdf: 0000 000, 2007-06

the tale of genji pdf: The Disaster of the Third Princess Royall Tyler, 2009-06-01 These seven
essays by the most recent English translator of The Tale of Genji emphasize three major interpretive
issues. What is the place of the hero (Hikaru Genji) in the work? What story gives the narrative
underlying continuity and form? And how does the closing section of the tale (especially the ten 'Uji
chapters') relate to what precedes it? Written over a period of nine years, the essays suggest fresh,
thought-provoking perspectives on Japanés greatest literary classic.

the tale of genji pdf: The Splendor of Longing in the Tale of the Genji Norma Field,
2019-01-29 Foremost among Japanese literary classics and one of the world's earliest novels, the
Tale of Genji was written around the year A.D. 1000 by Murasaki Shikibu, a woman from a declining
aristocratic family. For sophisticaion and insight, Western prose fiction was to wait centuries to rival
her work. Norma Field explore the shifting configurations of the Tale, showing how the hero Genji is
made and unmade by a series of heroines. Professor Field draws on the riches of both Japanesse and
Western scholarship, as well as on her own sensitive reading of the Tale. Included are discussions of
the social, psychological, and political dimensions of the aesthetics of this novel, with emphasis on




the crucial relationship of erotic and political concerns to prose fiction. Norma Field is Assistant
Professor of Far Eastern Languages and Civilizations at the University of Chicago. Originally
published in 1987. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

the tale of genji pdf: A Waka Anthology, Volume Two Edwin A. Cranston, 1993 Grasses of
Remembrance, the second volume of Edwin Cranston's monumental Waka Anthology, carries
forward the story of Japanese court poetry, drawing on sources dating from the 890s to the 1080s.
The book presents over 2,600 poems in lively and readable translation, including all 795 poems from
The Tale of Genji.

the tale of genji pdf: Diaries of Court Ladies of Old Japan Murasaki Shikibu, Izumi Shikibu,
1920

the tale of genji pdf: Mapping Courtship and Kinship in Classical Japan Doris G. Bargen,
2015-08-31 Literary critiques of Murasaki Shikibu's eleventh-century The Tale of Genji have often
focused on the amorous adventures of its eponymous hero. In this paradigm-shifting analysis of the
Genji and other mid-Heian literature, Doris G. Bargen emphasizes the thematic importance of
Japan’s complex polygynous kinship system as the domain within which courtship occurs. Heian
courtship, conducted mainly to form secondary marriages, was driven by power struggles of
succession among lineages that focused on achieving the highest position possible at court. Thus
interpreting courtship in light of genealogies is essential for comprehending the politics of
interpersonal behavior in many of these texts. Bargen focuses on the genealogical maze—the literal
and figurative space through which several generations of men and women in the Genji moved. She
demonstrates that courtship politics sought to control kinship by strengthening genealogical lines,
while secret affairs and illicit offspring produced genealogical uncertainty that could be dealt with
only by reconnecting dissociated lineages or ignoring or even terminating them. The work examines
in detail the literary construction of a courtship practice known as kaimami, or “looking through a
gap in the fence,” in pre-Genji tales and diaries, and Sei Shonagon’s famous Pillow Book. In
Murasaki Shikibu’s Genji, courtship takes on multigenerational complexity and is often used as a
political strategy to vindicate injustices, counteract sexual transgressions, or resist the pressure of
imperial succession. Bargen argues persuasively that a woman observed by a man was not wholly
deprived of agency: She could choose how much to reveal or conceal as she peeked through
shutters, from behind partitions, fans, and kimono sleeves, or through narrow carriage windows.
That mid-Heian authors showed courtship in its innumerable forms as being influenced by the
spatial considerations of the Heian capital and its environs and by the architectural details of the
residences within which aristocratic women were sequestered adds a fascinating topographical
dimension to courtship. In Mapping Courtship and Kinship in Classical Japan readers both familiar
with and new to The Tale of Genji and its predecessors will be introduced to a wholly new
interpretive lens through which to view these classic texts. In addition, the book includes charts that
trace Genji characters’ lineages, maps and diagrams that plot the movements of courtiers as they
make their way through the capital and beyond, and color reproductions of paintings that capture
the drama of courtship.

the tale of genji pdf: Envisioning the Tale of Genji Haruo Shirane, 2008 Bringing together
scholars from across the world, Haruo Shirane presents a fascinating portrait of The Tale of Genji's
reception and reproduction over the past thousand years. The essays examine the canonization of
the work from the late Heian through the medieval, Edo, Meiji, Taisho, Showa, and Heisei periods,
revealing its profound influence on a variety of genres and fields, including modern nation building.
They also consider parody, pastiche, and re-creation of the text in various popular and mass media.
Since the Genji was written by a woman for female readers, contributors also take up the issue of



gender and cultural authority, looking at the novel's function as a symbol of Heian court culture and
as an important tool in women's education. Throughout the volume, scholars discuss achievements
in visualization, from screen painting and woodblock prints to manga and anime. Taking up such
recurrent themes as cultural nostalgia, eroticism, and gender, this book is the most comprehensive
history of the reception of The Tale of Genji to date, both in the country of its origin and throughout
the world.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji Waki Yamato, 2019-07-02 Prince Genji adopts the
daughter of his departed lover, but her beauty causes him to lose his good sense. His welcoming this
gir], raising her to be a lady and arranging the best marriage for her was supposed to have been
done out of parental affection. But heart swept away by her charm, he crosses a line as her adoptive
father...

the tale of genji pdf: A Woman's Weapon Doris G. Bargen, Murasaki Shikibu, 1997-01-01
This text presents an examination of Murasaki Shikibu's 11th-century classic The Tale of Genji. The
author explores the role of possessing spirits from a female viewpoint, and considers how the male
protagonist is central to determining the role of these spirits.

the tale of genji pdf: The Sarashina Diary Sugawara no Takasue no Musume, 2018-03-20 A
thousand years ago, a young Japanese girl embarked on a journey from deep in the countryside of
eastern Japan to the capital. Forty years later, with the long account of that journey as a foundation,
the mature woman skillfully created an autobiography that incorporates many moments of
heightened awareness from her long life. Married at age thirty-three, she identified herself as a
reader and writer more than as a wife and mother; enthralled by fiction, she bore witness to the
dangers of romantic fantasy as well as the enduring consolation of self-expression. This reader’s
edition streamlines Sonja Arntzen and Moriyuki It0’s acclaimed translation of the Sarashina Diary
for general readers and classroom use. This translation captures the lyrical richness of the original
text while revealing its subtle structure and ironic meaning, highlighting the author’s deep concern
for Buddhist belief and practice and the juxtaposition of poetic passages and narrative prose. The
translators’ commentary offers insight into the author’s family and world, as well as the style,
structure, and textual history of her work.

the tale of genji pdf: Murasaki Shikibu Richard Bowring, 1988-04-28 Describes the historical
background of this eleventh century, Japanese novel, discusses its cultural setting, and examines the
themes of the story

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu William J. Puette, 1992 This is the
most complete reader's guide available on Japan's highly revered novel, the eleventh-century classic,
The Tale of Genji, by Murasaki Shikibu, referred to by Nobel laureate Yasunari Kawabata as the
highest pinnacle of Japanese literature. Written specifically to accompany the translations of the
work by Arthur Waley and Edward G. Seidensticker, the guide offers detailed summaries and
thematic commentaries, as well as cross-referenced notes on the novel's many characters. It also
charts the essential progress of The Tale of Genji and introduces the reader to the more subtle
complexities, literary devices, and conventions of Lady Murasaki's Heian Japan. Book jacket.

the tale of genji pdf: Murasaki Shikibu's The Tale of Genji James McMullen, 2019
Murasaki Shikibu's The Tale of Genji is variously read as a work of feminist protest, the world's first
psychological novel and even as a post-modern masterpiece. Commonly seen as Japan's greatest
literary work, its literary, cultural, and historical significance has been thoroughly acknowledged. As
a work focused on the complexities of Japanese court life in the Heian period, however, the The Tale
of Genji has never before been the subject of philosophical investigation. The essays in this volume
address this oversight, arguing that the work contains much that lends itself to philosophical
analysis. The authors of this volume demonstrate that The Tale of Genji confronts universal themes
such as the nature and exercise of political power, freedom, individual autonomy and agency,
renunciation, gender, and self-expression; it raises deep concerns about aesthetics and the role of
art, causality, the relation of man to nature, memory, and death itself. Although Murasaki Shikibu
may not express these themes in the text as explicitly philosophical problems, the complex



psychological tensions she describes and her observations about human conduct reveal an
underlying framework of philosophical assumptions about the world of the novel that have
implications for how we understand these concerns beyond the world of Genji. Each essay in this
collection reveals a part of this framework, situating individual themes within larger philosophical
and historical contexts. In doing so, the essays both challenge prevailing views of the novel and each
other, offering a range of philosophical interpretations of the text and emphasizing the The Tale of
Genji's place as a masterful work of literature with broad philosophical significance.

the tale of genji pdf: The Ise Stories , 2010-07-31 Ise monogatari is one of classical Japan'’s
most important texts. It influenced other literary court romances like The Tale of Genji and inspired
artists, playwrights, and poets throughout Japanese history and to the present day. In a series of 125
loosely connected episodes, the Ise tells the story of a famous lover, Captain Ariwara no Narihira
(825-880), and his romantic encounters with women throughout Japan. Each episode centers on an
exchange of love poems designed to demonstrate wit, sensitivity, and courtliness. Joshua Mostow
and Royall Tyler present a fresh, contemporary translation of this classic work, together with a
substantial commentary for each episode. The commentary explores how the text has been read in
the past and identifies not only the point of each episode, but also the full range of historical
interpretations, many of which shaped the use of the Ise in later literary and visual arts. The book
includes reproductions from a version of the 1608 Saga-bon printed edition of the Ise, the volume
that established Ise iconography for the entire Edo period (1600-1868).

the tale of genji pdf: The Bridge of Dreams Haruo Shirane, 1987 The Bridge of Dreams is a
brilliant reading of The Tale of Genji that succeeds both as a sophisticated work of literary criticism
and as an introduction this world masterpiece. Taking account of current literary theory and a long
tradition of Japanese commentary, the author guides both the general reader and the specialist to a
new appreciation of the structure and poetics of this complex and often seemingly baffling work. The
Tale of Genji, written in the early eleventh century by a court lady, Murasaki Shikibu, is Japan's most
outstanding work of prose fiction. Though bearing a striking resemblance to the modern
psychological novel, the Genji was not conceived and written as a single work and then published
and distributed to a mass audience as novels are today. Instead, it was issued in limited installments,
sequence by sequence, to an extremely circumscribed, aristocratic audience. This study discusses
the growth and evolution of the Genji and the manner in which recurrent concerns--political, social,
and religious--are developed, subverted, and otherwise transformed as the work evolves from one
stage to another. Throughout, the author analyzes the Genji in the context of those literary works
and conventions that Murasaki explicitly or implicitly presupposed her contemporary audience to
know, and reveals how the Genji works both within and against the larger literary and sociopolitical
tradition. The book contains a color frontispiece by a seventeenth-century artist and eight pages of
black-and-white illustrations from a twelfth-century scroll. Two appendixes present an analysis of
biographical and textual problems and a detailed index of principal characters.

the tale of genji pdf: Tales of Times Now Past Marian Ury, 1979

the tale of genji pdf: Flowering Tales Takeshi Watanabe, 2021-01-11 Telling stories: that
sounds innocuous enough. But for the first chronicle in the Japanese vernacular, A Tale of Flowering
Fortunes (Eiga monogatari), there was more to worry about than a good yarn. The health of the
community was at stake. Flowering Tales is the first extensive literary study of this historical tale,
which covers about 150 years of births, deaths, and happenings in late Heian society, a golden age
of court literature in women'’s hands. Takeshi Watanabe contends that the blossoming of tales,
marked by The Tale of Genji, inspired Eiga’s new affective history: an exorcism of embittered spirits
whose stories needed to be retold to ensure peace. Tracing the narrative arcs of politically
marginalized figures, Watanabe shows how Eiga’s female authors adapted the discourse and
strategies of The Tale of Genji to rechannel wayward ghosts into the community through genealogies
that relied not on blood but on literary resonances. These reverberations, highlighted through
comparisons to contemporaneous accounts in courtiers’ journals, echo through shared details of
funerary practices, political life, and characterization. Flowering Tales reanimates these



eleventh-century voices to trouble conceptions of history: how it ought to be recounted, who got to
record it, and why remembering mattered.

the tale of genji pdf: Storytelling in Japanese Art Masako Watanabe, 2011 Presents 17 classic
Japanese stories as told through 30 illustrated handscrolls ranging from the 13th to 19th centuries.

the tale of genji pdf: Figures of Resistance Richard H. Okada, 1991-10-18 In this revisionist
study of texts from the mid-Heian period in Japan, H. Richard Okada offers new readings of three
well-known tales: The Tale of the Bamboo-cutter, The Tale of Ise, and The Tale of Genji. Okada
contends that the cultural and gendered significance of these works has been distorted by previous
commentaries and translations belonging to the larger patriarchal and colonialist discourse of
Western civilization. He goes on to suggest that this universalist discourse, which silences the
feminine aspects of these texts and subsumes their writing in misapplied Western canonical literary
terms, is sanctioned and maintained by the discipline of Japanese literature. Okada develops a highly
original and sophisticated reading strategy that demonstrates how readers might understand texts
belonging to a different time and place without being complicit in their assimilation to categories
derived from Western literary traditions. The author’s reading stratgey is based on the texts’ own
resistance to modes of analysis that employ such Western canonical terms as novel, lyric, and
third-person narrative. Emphasis is also given to the distinctive cultural circles, as well as
socio-political and genealogical circumstances that surrounded the emergence of the texts.
Indispensable readings for specialists in literature, cultural studies, and Japanese literature and
history, Figures of Resistance will also appeal to general readers interested in the problems and
complexities of studying another culture.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Murasaki Liza Dalby, 2002-08-13 The Tale of Murasaki is an
elegant and brilliantly authentic historical novel by the author of Geisha and the only Westerner ever
to have become a geisha. In the eleventh century Murasaki Shikibu wrote the world’s first novel, The
Tale of Genji, the most popular work in the history of Japanese literature. In The Tale of Murasaki,
Liza Dalby has created a breathtaking fictionalized narrative of the life of this timeless poet-a lonely
girl who becomes such a compelling storyteller that she is invited to regale the empress with her
tales. The Tale of Murasaki is the story of an enchanting time and an exotic place. Whether writing
about mystical rice fields in the rainy mountains or the politics and intrigue of the royal court, Dalby
breathes astonishing life into ancient Japan.

the tale of genji pdf: Essays on Japan Michael Marra, 2010-10-15 Essays on Japan is a
compilation of Professor Michael F. Marra’s essays written in the past ten years on the topics of
Japanese literature, Japanese aesthetics, and the space between the two subjects. Marra is one of
the leading scholars in the field of Japanese aesthetics and hermeneutics and has published
extensively on medieval and early modern Japanese literature, thought, and the arts. This work will
present the reader critical insight into the fields of Japanese aesthetics, literary hermeneutics, and
literature, with essays on such texts and figures as Kuki Shuzo, The Tale of Genji, Motoori Norinaga,
and Heidegger.

the tale of genji pdf: The Tale of Genji and its Chinese Precursors Jindan Ni, 2020-12-10
In The Tale of Genji and Its Chinese Precursors: Beyond the Boundaries of Nation, Class, and
Gender, Jindan Ni departs from a “nativist” tradition which views The Tale of Genji as epitomizing an
exclusively Japanese aesthetic distinct from Chinese influence and Buddhist values. Ni contests the
traditional focus on Japanese essentialism by detailing the impact of Chinese literary forms and
presenting the Japanese Heian Court as a site of dynamic and complex literary interchange.
Combining close reading, the archival work of Japanese and Chinese scholars, and comparative
literary theory, Ni argues that Murasaki Shikibu avoided the constraint of a single literary tradition
by drawing on Chinese intertexts. Ni’'s account reveals the heterogeneity that makes The Tale of
Genji a masterpiece with enduring appeal.

the tale of genji pdf: The Transylvanian Trilogy, Volumes II & III Miklos Banffy, 2013-07-02
**Washington Post Best Books of 2013** The celebrated TRANSYLVANIAN TRILOGY by Count
Miklds Banffy is a stunning historical epic set in the lost world of the Hungarian aristocracy just



before World War 1. Written in the 1930s and first discovered by the English-speaking world after
the fall of communism in Hungary, Banffy’s novels were translated in the late 1990s to critical
acclaim and appear here for the first time in hardcover. They Were Found Wanting and They Were
Divided, the second and third novels in the trilogy, continue the story of the two aristocratic cousins
introduced in They Were Counted as they navigate a dissolute society teetering on the brink of
catastrophe. Count Balint Abady, a liberal politician who defends his homeland’s downtrodden
Romanian peasants, loses his beautiful lover, Adrienne, who is married to a sinister and dangerously
insane man, while his cousin Laszld loses himself in reckless and self-destructive addictions.
Meanwhile, no one seems to notice the gathering clouds that are threatening the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and that will soon lead to the brutal dismemberment of their country. Set amid magnificent
scenery of wild forests, snowcapped mountains, and ancient castles, THE TRANSYLVANIAN
TRILOGY combines a Proustian nostalgia for a lost world, insight into a collapsing empire
reminiscent of the work of Joseph Roth, and the drama and epic sweep of Tolstoy.

the tale of genji pdf: Elegant Spirits: Amano's Tale of Genji and Fairies , 2021-11-09
Yoshitaka Amano has visualized other worlds of wonder as the artist of the Final Fantasy game
series. Now, with Elegant Spirits, our own world's ancient treasures of literature and legend are
richly evoked through Amano's paintings and illustrations! Elegant Spirits first contains Amano's
adaptation of The Tale of Genji, a psychological exploration of courtly love written a thousand years
ago by Lady Murasaki, and often considered to be the earliest novel ever written. The second half of
Elegant Spirits is Amano's Fairies, his portrayals of the many magical beings of English and Celtic
lore and drama--from brownies and the Seelie Court, to Merlin and Nimue, to Shakespeare's Puck
and Titania. The images of Elegant Spirits are accompanied by excerpts of text, poetry, and the
stories that accompany these unforgettable figures of the past.

the tale of genji pdf: In the Realm of a Dying Emperor Norma Field, 2011-02-09 When the
Emperor Hirohito died in 1989, Japanese newspapers had to use a special, exalted word to refer to
his death, and had to depict his life uncritically, as one beginning in turbulence but ending in
magnificent accomplishment. To do otherwise would have exposed them to terrorism from the
vigilant right wing. Yet this insightful book by a Japanese-American scholar who grew up in both
cultures reveals the hidden fault lines in the realm of the dying emperor by telling the stories of
three unlikely dissenters: a supermarket owner who burned the national flag; an aging widow who
challenged the state's deification of fallen soldiers; and the mayor of Nagasaki, who risked his career
and his life by suggesting that Hirohito bore some responsibility for World War II.

the tale of genji pdf: Japan and the Culture of the Four Seasons Haruo Shirane, 2012-03-20
Elegant representations of nature and the four seasons populate a wide range of Japanese genres
and media—from poetry and screen painting to tea ceremonies, flower arrangements, and annual
observances. In Japan and the Culture of the Four Seasons, Haruo Shirane shows how, when, and
why this practice developed and explicates the richly encoded social, religious, and political
meanings of this imagery. Refuting the belief that this tradition reflects Japan's agrarian origins and
supposedly mild climate, Shirane traces the establishment of seasonal topics to the poetry composed
by the urban nobility in the eighth century. After becoming highly codified and influencing visual
arts in the tenth and eleventh centuries, the seasonal topics and their cultural associations evolved
and spread to other genres, eventually settling in the popular culture of the early modern period.
Contrasted with the elegant images of nature derived from court poetry was the agrarian view of
nature based on rural life. The two landscapes began to intersect in the medieval period, creating a
complex, layered web of competing associations. Shirane discusses a wide array of representations
of nature and the four seasons in many genres, originating in both the urban and rural perspective:
textual (poetry, chronicles, tales), cultivated (gardens, flower arrangement), material (kimonos,
screens), performative (noh, festivals), and gastronomic (tea ceremony, food rituals). He reveals how
this kind of secondary nature, which flourished in Japan's urban architecture and gardens, fostered
and idealized a sense of harmony with the natural world just at the moment it was disappearing.
[luminating the deeper meaning behind Japanese aesthetics and artifacts, Shirane clarifies the use




of natural images and seasonal topics and the changes in their cultural associations and function
across history, genre, and community over more than a millennium. In this fascinating book, the four
seasons are revealed to be as much a cultural construction as a reflection of the physical world.

the tale of genji pdf: A Cultural History of Translation in Early Modern Japan Rebekah
Clements, 2015-03-05 This book offers the first cultural history of translation in Japan during the
Tokugawa period, 1600-1868.

the tale of genji pdf: The Garden of Evening Mists Tan Twan Eng, 2012-09-04 This “elegant
and haunting novel of war, art and memory (The Independent) award-winning novel from the
acclaimed author of The Gift of Rain follows the only Malaysian survivor of a Japanese wartime camp
as she begins working for an exiled former gardener of the Emporer. Malaya, 1951. Yun Ling Teoh,
the scarred lone survivor of a brutal Japanese wartime camp, seeks solace among the jungle-fringed
tea plantations of Cameron Highlands. There she discovers Yugiri, the only Japanese garden in
Malaya, and its owner and creator, the enigmatic Aritomo, exiled former gardener of the emperor of
Japan. Despite her hatred of the Japanese, Yun Ling seeks to engage Aritomo to create a garden in
memory of her sister, who died in the camp. Aritomo refuses but agrees to accept Yun Ling as his
apprentice until the monsoon comes. Then she can design a garden for herself. As the months pass,
Yun Ling finds herself intimately drawn to the gardener and his art, while all around them a
communist guerilla war rages. But the Garden of Evening Mists remains a place of mystery. Who is
Aritomo and how did he come to leave Japan? And is the real story of how Yun Ling managed to
survive the war perhaps the darkest secret of all?

the tale of genji pdf: The Last Samurai Mark Ravina, 2011-03-29 The dramatic arc of Saigo
Takamori's life, from his humble origins as a lowly samurai, to national leadership, to his death as a
rebel leader, has captivated generations of Japanese readers and now Americans as well - his life is
the inspiration for a major Hollywood film, The Last Samurai, starring Tom Cruise and Ken
Watanabe. In this vibrant new biography, Mark Ravina, professor of history and Director of East
Asian Studies at Emory University, explores the facts behind Hollywood storytelling and Japanese
legends, and explains the passion and poignancy of Saigo's life. Known both for his scholarly
research and his appearances on The History Channel, Ravina recreates the world in which Saigo
lived and died, the last days of the samurai. The Last Samurai traces Saigo's life from his early days
as a tax clerk in far southwestern Japan, through his rise to national prominence as a fierce imperial
loyalist. Saigo was twice exiled for his political activities -- sent to Japan's remote southwestern
islands where he fully expected to die. But exile only increased his reputation for loyalty, and in
1864 he was brought back to the capital to help his lord fight for the restoration of the emperor. In
1868, Saigo commanded his lord's forces in the battles which toppled the shogunate and he became
and leader in the emperor Meiji's new government. But Saigo found only anguish in national
leadership. He understood the need for a modern conscript army but longed for the days of the
traditional warrior. Saigo hoped to die in service to the emperor. In 1873, he sought appointment as
envoy to Korea, where he planned to demand that the Korean king show deference to the Japanese
emperor, drawing his sword, if necessary, top defend imperial honor. Denied this chance to show his
courage and loyalty, he retreated to his homeland and spent his last years as a schoolteacher,
training samurai boys in frugality, honesty, and courage. In 1876, when the government stripped
samurai of their swords, Saigo's followers rose in rebellion and Saigo became their reluctant leader.
His insurrection became the bloodiest war Japan had seen in centuries, killing over 12,000 men on
both sides and nearly bankrupting the new imperial government. The imperial government
denounced Saigo as a rebel and a traitor, but their propaganda could not overcome his fame and in
1889, twelve years after his death, the government relented, pardoned Saigo of all crimes, and
posthumously restored him to imperial court rank. In THE LAST SAMURAI, Saigo is as compelling a
character as Robert E. Lee was to Americans-a great and noble warrior who followed the dictates of
honor and loyalty, even though it meant civil war in a country to which he'd devoted his life. Saigo's
life is a fascinating look into Japanese feudal society and a history of a country as it struggled
between its long traditions and the dictates of a modern future.



the tale of genji pdf: A Proximate Remove Reginald Jackson, 2021-06-22 A free ebook version
of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press's Open Access publishing
program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. How might queer theory transform our
interpretations of medieval Japanese literature and how might this literature reorient the
assumptions, priorities, and critical practices of queer theory? Through a close reading of The Tale
of Genji, an eleventh-century text that depicts the lifestyles of aristocrats during the Heian period, A
Proximate Remove explores this question by mapping the destabilizing aesthetic, affective, and
phenomenological dimensions of experiencing intimacy and loss. The spatiotemporal fissures
Reginald Jackson calls proximate removes suspend belief in prevailing structures. Beyond issues of
sexuality, Genji queers in its reluctance to romanticize or reproduce a flawed social order. An
understanding of this hesitation enhances how we engage with premodern texts and how we
question contemporary disciplinary stances.

the tale of genji pdf: Monsters, Animals, and Other Worlds Keller Kimbrough, Haruo Shirane,
2018-02-20 Monsters, Animals, and Other Worlds is a collection of twenty-five medieval Japanese
tales of border crossings and the fantastic, featuring demons, samurai, talking animals, amorous
plants, and journeys to supernatural realms. The most comprehensive compendium of short
medieval Japanese fiction in English, Monsters, Animals, and Other Worlds illuminates a rich world
of literary, Buddhist, and visual culture largely unknown today outside of Japan. These stories, called
otogizoshi, or Muromachi tales (named after the Muromachi period, 1337 to 1573), date from
approximately the fourteenth through seventeenth centuries. Often richly illustrated in a
painted-scroll format, these vernacular stories frequently express Buddhist beliefs and provide the
practical knowledge and moral education required to navigate medieval Japanese society. The
otogizoshi represent a major turning point in the history of Japanese literature. They bring together
many earlier types of narrative—court tales, military accounts, anecdotes, and stories about the
divine origins of shrines and temples--joining book genres with parlor arts and the culture of
itinerant storytellers and performers. The works presented here are organized into three
thematically overlapping sections titled, “Monsters, Warriors, and Journeys to Other Worlds,”
“Buddhist Tales,” and “Interspecies Affairs.” Each translation is prefaced by a short introduction,
and the book features images from the original scroll paintings, illustrated manuscripts, and printed
books.

the tale of genji pdf: A Treasury of Fairy Tales and Myths , 2018-03

the tale of genji pdf: The Making of Modern Japan Marius B. Jansen, 2009-07-01
Magisterial in vision, sweeping in scope, this monumental work presents a seamless account of
Japanese society during the modern era, from 1600 to the present. A distillation of more than fifty
years’ engagement with Japan and its history, it is the crowning work of our leading interpreter of
the modern Japanese experience. Since 1600 Japan has undergone three periods of wrenching social
and institutional change, following the imposition of hegemonic order on feudal society by the
Tokugawa shogun; the opening of Japan’s ports by Commodore Perry; and defeat in World War II.
The Making of Modern Japan charts these changes: the social engineering begun with the founding
of the shogunate in 1600, the emergence of village and castle towns with consumer populations, and
the diffusion of samurai values in the culture. Marius Jansen covers the making of the modern state,
the adaptation of Western models, growing international trade, the broadening opportunity in
Japanese society with industrialization, and the postwar occupation reforms imposed by General
MacArthur. Throughout, the book gives voice to the individuals and views that have shaped the
actions and beliefs of the Japanese, with writers, artists, and thinkers, as well as political leaders
given their due. The story this book tells, though marked by profound changes, is also one of
remarkable consistency, in which continuities outweigh upheavals in the development of society, and
successive waves of outside influence have only served to strengthen a sense of what is unique and
native to Japanese experience. The Making of Modern Japan takes us to the core of this experience
as it illuminates one of the contemporary world’s most compelling transformations.
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