
basketball similes

basketball similes enrich the language and imagery used to describe the
dynamic and fast-paced nature of the sport. These vivid comparisons help
convey the intensity, skill, and excitement experienced on the basketball
court. From describing a player’s speed to illustrating the arc of a
perfectly executed shot, basketball similes enhance storytelling and
commentary. This article explores the diverse range of similes specific to
basketball, their applications in writing and speech, and how they capture
the essence of the game. Understanding these figurative expressions can
deepen appreciation for basketball’s unique terminology and the ways language
reflects athletic performance. The following sections cover the types of
basketball similes, examples in different contexts, and tips for crafting
effective similes in sports writing.

Understanding Basketball Similes

Common Basketball Similes and Their Meanings

Using Basketball Similes in Writing and Commentary

Creating Effective Basketball Similes

Understanding Basketball Similes
Basketball similes are figurative expressions that compare basketball-related
actions, players, or moments to other vivid images or concepts using the
words “like” or “as.” These comparisons help communicate complex ideas
quickly and memorably. Similes in basketball often highlight attributes such
as speed, agility, precision, power, and teamwork.

Definition and Purpose
Similes serve as a literary device to make descriptions more engaging and
relatable. In basketball, similes can illustrate how a player moves like a
cheetah, shoots like a sniper, or defends as fiercely as a fortress. These
comparisons enhance the spectator’s or reader’s understanding of the game’s
nuances.

Role in Sports Language
Sports language relies heavily on figurative speech, including similes, to
capture the excitement and drama of competition. Basketball similes
contribute to vivid commentary, inspiring writing, and colorful storytelling.
They also help fans and players connect emotionally to the sport by invoking
familiar images.



Common Basketball Similes and Their Meanings
Many basketball similes have become popular due to their effectiveness in
conveying the athleticism and drama of the game. These similes draw from
nature, warfare, and everyday life to create powerful mental images.

Speed and Agility Similes
Speed and agility are crucial in basketball, and similes often focus on these
traits to describe a player’s quickness or evasiveness.

Like a lightning bolt: Describes extremely fast movement, emphasizing
suddenness and power.

As quick as a cat: Highlights nimbleness and the ability to change
direction swiftly.

Like a gazelle on the run: Conveys graceful, fast, and fluid motion
across the court.

Precision and Skill Similes
Precision is vital in shooting, passing, and dribbling. Similes help
illustrate the accuracy and finesse required.

Like a sharpshooter on target: Refers to a player with exceptional
shooting accuracy.

As smooth as silk: Describes fluid, effortless moves or dribbling
skills.

Like threading a needle: Depicts a precise and difficult pass or shot
through tight defense.

Power and Strength Similes
Physical dominance is often highlighted through similes that reflect strength
and force.

Like a freight train: Implies unstoppable momentum and power driving
through opponents.

As strong as an ox: Emphasizes brute strength and resilience.

Like a bulldozer: Suggests forceful movement that clears the way
aggressively.



Defense and Tenacity Similes
Defensive prowess and determination are also frequently described using
similes.

Like a shadow: Indicates a defender who closely follows an opponent
without giving space.

As tough as leather: Portrays durability and resistance to being beaten.

Like a wall: Describes an immovable and impenetrable defensive presence.

Using Basketball Similes in Writing and
Commentary
Basketball similes are essential tools for sportswriters, commentators, and
analysts aiming to bring the game to life for audiences. Their effective use
can transform routine descriptions into captivating narratives.

Enhancing Broadcast Commentary
Commentators use similes to quickly paint a vivid picture during live games.
For example, describing a player “cutting through the defense like a hot
knife through butter” instantly conveys smooth and effortless penetration.
This keeps viewers engaged and helps convey the pace and excitement of the
moment.

Improving Sports Journalism and Analysis
In written articles, basketball similes can help explain technical moves,
player styles, or game situations in a way that resonates with readers. They
provide a creative way to present statistics and performance data through
relatable imagery.

Engaging Fans and Readers
Similes contribute to the emotional connection fans feel with basketball
narratives. They evoke vivid mental images and intensify the drama, making
stories more memorable and enjoyable. Writers often use similes to highlight
heroic plays or dramatic comebacks.

Creating Effective Basketball Similes
Crafting impactful basketball similes requires attention to clarity,
relevance, and originality. Effective similes resonate with the audience and
accurately reflect the qualities being described.



Tips for Developing Original Similes
Originality is key to avoiding clichés and keeping language fresh. Writers
can draw inspiration from various sources such as nature, animals, military
terms, or everyday objects. Combining unexpected elements can result in
unique and compelling similes.

Ensuring Relevance and Clarity
A simile should clearly relate to the basketball context and be easily
understood by the target audience. Overly complex or obscure comparisons can
confuse readers or listeners. Simplicity paired with vivid imagery often
works best.

Examples of Creative Basketball Similes

“He moved across the court like a whisper in the wind,” suggesting
subtle, almost invisible movement.

“Her shot was like a comet blazing through the night sky,” emphasizing
speed and brilliance.

“The defense closed in like the jaws of a trap,” illustrating relentless
pressure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a basketball simile?
A basketball simile is a figure of speech that compares a basketball-related
action, player, or situation to something else using the words 'like' or 'as'
to create a vivid image or understanding.

Can you give me an example of a basketball simile?
Sure! An example of a basketball simile is: 'He moves on the court like a
cheetah chasing its prey,' which emphasizes the player's speed and agility.

Why are similes used in basketball commentary?
Similes are used in basketball commentary to make descriptions more engaging
and relatable, helping the audience visualize the action and better
understand the intensity or skill involved.



How can basketball similes improve my writing?
Using basketball similes in your writing can make your descriptions more
vivid and interesting, allowing readers to connect emotionally and visualize
the game more clearly.

Are there popular basketball similes used by
commentators?
Yes, popular basketball similes include phrases like 'as fast as lightning,'
'like a brick wall on defense,' and 'shooting like a sniper,' which highlight
speed, defense, and shooting accuracy respectively.

Can similes be used to describe basketball players'
personalities?
Absolutely! For example, you might say, 'He’s as calm as a monk under
pressure,' to describe a player’s composure during intense moments.

How do basketball similes differ from metaphors?
Similes explicitly use 'like' or 'as' to make comparisons, while metaphors
imply the comparison directly. For example, 'He shoots like a hawk' is a
simile, whereas 'He is a hawk on the court' is a metaphor.

What are some creative basketball similes for
dribbling?
Creative basketball similes for dribbling include: 'He dribbles like water
flowing around rocks,' or 'She handles the ball as smoothly as silk.'

Can basketball similes be used in coaching?
Yes, coaches often use similes to help players visualize techniques or
mindsets, such as 'Defend like a lion guarding its territory' to inspire
aggressive defense.

Additional Resources
1. Swishing Like Silk: The Art of Basketball Similes
This book explores the beauty and creativity behind basketball similes,
illustrating how vivid comparisons can capture the essence of the game. It
offers a collection of imaginative similes that bring basketball moments to
life, perfect for writers, commentators, and fans alike. Readers will learn
how to craft their own similes to describe dribbles, shots, and plays with
flair.



2. Dribbling Words: Basketball Similes in Sports Writing
Focused on sports journalism, this book delves into the use of similes to
enhance basketball storytelling. It includes examples from famous writers and
tips on integrating similes smoothly into game reports and commentary. The
guide encourages writers to make their descriptions more engaging and
relatable through creative comparisons.

3. Fast Break Figures: Similes That Capture Basketball’s Speed
Highlighting the fast-paced nature of basketball, this book presents similes
that emphasize speed, agility, and quick reflexes. Each chapter focuses on
different aspects of the game, from sprinting down the court to rapid passes.
It’s an excellent resource for coaches and commentators who want to add
excitement to their narratives.

4. Hoops and Metaphors: Crafting Basketball Similes for Impact
This book combines the study of metaphors and similes, showing how they work
together to create powerful basketball imagery. It provides exercises and
prompts to help readers develop their own impactful similes. The book is
ideal for creative writers and poets looking to merge sports and literary
expression.

5. Swish and Compare: A Handbook of Basketball Similes
A comprehensive handbook filled with hundreds of similes related to
basketball actions, players, and emotions. It’s organized by themes such as
shooting, defense, teamwork, and crowd reactions. The book serves as a quick
reference for anyone wanting to enrich their basketball vocabulary.

6. Like a Slam Dunk: Similes That Score in Basketball Writing
This book focuses on similes that capture the excitement and drama of slam
dunks and other high-energy plays. It includes anecdotes from players and
fans, illustrating how these similes resonate on and off the court. Readers
will gain insight into making their basketball descriptions more vivid and
memorable.

7. Beyond the Rim: Exploring Basketball Similes in Literature
An academic look at how basketball similes have been used in novels, poetry,
and essays. The book analyzes various literary works to show how similes
enrich the portrayal of basketball culture and experience. It’s a valuable
resource for students and scholars interested in sports literature.

8. Courtside Comparisons: Using Similes to Tell Basketball Stories
This guide teaches storytellers how to use similes effectively to convey the
emotions and dynamics of basketball games. It includes interviews with
coaches, players, and sportswriters who share their favorite similes. The
book also offers practical tips for incorporating similes into narratives
without overdoing it.

9. Jump Shot Journeys: Inspirational Basketball Similes
A motivational collection of similes that use basketball as a metaphor for
life, perseverance, and teamwork. Each simile is paired with a short story or
reflection that inspires readers to apply basketball lessons to their



personal growth. Perfect for coaches, mentors, and fans seeking encouragement
through the sport’s language.
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tools for capturing the essence of the game and conveying its intensity to the audience. They
transform dry descriptions of statistics and plays into gripping narratives that resonate with readers
and listeners. A well-crafted simile can paint a picture more vividly than a thousand words, making
the game more accessible and engaging, regardless of the audience's level of basketball knowledge.
This ebook explores the multifaceted use of similes in basketball, analyzing their application in
describing player skills, game situations, and player mentalities. We will uncover the power of
creative similes and offer practical guidance for using them effectively.

Chapter 1: Similes Describing Player Skills and Attributes

Similes are crucial for capturing the nuances of individual player skills. Instead of simply stating a
player is a good shooter, we can employ similes to paint a more evocative picture:

Shooting: "His jump shot was as smooth as silk," "He drained three-pointers like it was child's play,"
"His release was quicker than a viper's strike," "His accuracy was as deadly as a sniper's aim." These
similes go beyond a simple description, conveying the precision, speed, and effortless nature of the
shot.

Passing: "His passes were as crisp and accurate as a surgeon's scalpel," "He threaded the needle
with passes as precise as a laser beam," "He dished out assists like candy on Halloween," "His court
vision was as sharp as an eagle's eye." These similes highlight the intelligence, precision, and
generosity of the passer.

Defense: "He guarded him like a shadow," "His defense was as impenetrable as a fortress," "He
locked down his opponent like a vise," "He swatted shots away like flies," "He moved with the agility
of a cat." These evoke the tenacity, strength, and agility of the defender.

Rebounding: "He snatched rebounds like a hungry lion," "He controlled the boards like a seasoned
lumberjack," "He boxed out his opponents with the force of a bulldozer," "He was a vacuum cleaner
on the glass." These emphasize the dominance and determination of the rebounder.

Chapter 2: Similes Depicting Game Situations and Strategies

Similes can effectively communicate the drama and tension of specific game situations:

Fast Breaks: "The fast break was as swift as a cheetah's sprint," "The transition offense moved like a
well-oiled machine," "They attacked the basket with the ferocity of a pack of wolves." These
illustrate the speed and power of fast breaks.

Close Games: "The game was as close as a razor's edge," "The tension was as thick as a fog," "Every
possession felt as heavy as a lead weight." These accurately depict the high-stakes nature of close
games.



Offensive/Defensive Plays: "Their pick-and-roll was as effective as a surgical strike," "Their zone
defense was as suffocating as a boa constrictor," "Their offensive strategy was as intricate as a chess
game." These similes show the complexity and effectiveness of team strategies.

Chapter 3: Similes Focusing on Player Emotions and Mindset

Similes are powerful tools for expressing the emotional and mental state of players:

Pressure: "He felt the pressure like a ton of bricks," "The weight of expectations pressed down on
him like an anvil." These similes capture the immense pressure players face in crucial moments.

Determination: "His determination was as unwavering as a lighthouse beam," "He played with the
grit and tenacity of a warrior." These highlight the strong will and commitment players need.

Confidence: "He played with the confidence of a seasoned veteran," "His swagger was as bold as a
lion's roar." These portray the self-assurance of a confident player.

Frustration: "His frustration was as evident as a flashing neon sign," "He was as agitated as a caged
tiger." These describe the frustration that can arise during a game.

Chapter 4: Creative and Unconventional Basketball Similes:
Pushing the Boundaries of Language

While traditional similes are effective, creative and unconventional comparisons can elevate your
writing:

"His crossover was as unexpected as a surprise birthday party."
"He shot the ball with the grace of a ballerina."
"The crowd roared like a volcanic eruption."
"His free throws were as reliable as the rising sun."
"The game was a rollercoaster of emotions, dipping and soaring like a fighter jet."

Chapter 5: Using Similes Effectively: Tips for Writers and
Commentators

Be specific and relevant: Choose similes that directly relate to the action or emotion being
described.
Avoid clichés: Strive for originality and freshness in your comparisons.



Maintain a consistent tone: Your similes should align with the overall style and tone of your writing.
Use similes sparingly: Overuse can dilute their impact.
Consider your audience: Ensure your similes are accessible and understandable to your target
audience.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal and Impact of Similes in
Basketball Discourse

The effective use of similes enriches the narrative of basketball, transforming mere game reports
into compelling stories that resonate with readers and listeners. From the precision of a jump shot to
the intensity of a crucial game, similes add a layer of depth and color that makes the game more
captivating and memorable. By understanding the diverse applications of similes and mastering the
art of their use, writers and commentators can elevate their work and create a more engaging
experience for basketball fans everywhere.

---

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between a simile and a metaphor? A simile uses "like" or "as" to compare
two things, while a metaphor directly states that one thing is another.

2. How can I improve my ability to create similes? Read widely, pay attention to the language used
in sports commentary, and practice brainstorming comparisons.

3. Are similes only useful for descriptive writing? No, they can also be used to create humor,
emphasize a point, or evoke strong emotions.

4. Can similes be used in different sports besides basketball? Absolutely! Similes are a versatile tool
applicable to any sport.

5. Are there any common pitfalls to avoid when using similes? Avoid clichés, overusing similes, and
using similes that are too obscure or confusing.

6. How can I ensure my similes are appropriate for my audience? Consider the age, knowledge, and
background of your readers or listeners.

7. What are some resources for learning more about figurative language? Many books and online
resources are available on the topic of rhetoric and figures of speech.

8. Can similes be used in analytical pieces about basketball? Yes, they can help to add clarity and
impact to analytical discussions.

9. How do similes contribute to the overall storytelling in basketball writing? They add depth,
vibrancy, and emotional resonance, creating a more engaging and memorable reading experience.



Related Articles:

1. The Art of Basketball Commentary: Discusses the techniques and skills required for effective
basketball commentary.

2. Analyzing NBA Play Styles through Figurative Language: Examines how similes and metaphors
reveal different team and player approaches.

3. The Role of Imagery in Sports Writing: Explores the importance of descriptive language in
capturing the essence of sports events.

4. Mastering the Narrative in Basketball Storytelling: Focuses on building compelling narratives
around basketball games and players.

5. How to Write Engaging Sports Articles: Provides practical tips for crafting compelling and
informative sports articles.

6. The Psychology of Basketball: Understanding Player Mentality: Explores the mental aspects of
basketball performance, including the impact of pressure and emotion.

7. The Evolution of Basketball Strategies and Tactics: Traces the historical shifts in basketball
strategies and tactics, focusing on team dynamics and play styles.

8. Key Performance Indicators in Basketball Analytics: Examines statistical indicators and their use
in evaluating basketball performance.

9. Famous Basketball Quotes and Their Significance: Analyzes famous quotes from basketball
players and coaches, exploring their underlying meaning and message.

  basketball similes: Similes Dictionary Elyse Sommer, 2013-05-01 Language Appealing As
Sunlight After a Storm. A sentence should read as if its author, had he held a plough instead of a
pen, could have drawn a furrow deep and straight to the end. —Henry David Thoreau Prose consists
of ... phrases tacked together like the sections of a prefabricated hen-house. —George Orwell
Whether it invokes hard work or merely a hen-house, a good simile is like a good picture—it's worth
a thousand words. Packed with more than 16,000 imaginative, colorful phrases—from “abandoned as
a used Kleenex” to “quiet as an eel swimming in oil”—the Similes Dictionary will help any politician,
writer, or lover of language find just the right saying, be it original or banal, verbose or succinct.
Your thoughts will never be as tedious as a twice-told tale or dry as the Congressional Record.
Choose from elegant turns of phrases “as useful as a Swiss army knife” and “varied as expressions of
the human face”. Citing more than 2,000 sources—from the Bible, Socrates, Shakespeare, Mark
Twain, and H. L. Mencken to popular movies, music, and television shows—the Similes Dictionary
covers hundreds of subjects broken into thematic categories that include topics such as virtue,
anger, age, ambition, importance, and youth, helping you find the fitting phrase quickly and easily.
Perfect for setting the atmosphere, making a point, or helping spin a tale with economy, intelligence,
and ingenuity, the vivid comparisons found in this collection will inspire anyone. Love comforteth
like sunshine after rain. —William Shakespeare A face like a bucket —Raymond Chandler A man
with little learning is like the frog who thinks its puddle a great sea. —Burmese proverb Peace, like
charity, begins at home —Franklin Delano Roosevelt You know a dream is like a river ever changing
as it flows. —Garth Brooks Fit as a fiddle —John Ray’s Proverbs He's not to be allowed to fall into his
grave like an old dog. —Arthur Miller Ring true, like good china. —Sylvia Plath Music yearning like a



God in pain —John Keats Busy as a one-legged man in an ass-kicking contest. —Pat Conroy Enduring
as mother love —Anonymous
  basketball similes: The Crossover Kwame Alexander, 2014 New York Times bestseller ∙
Newbery Medal Winner ∙Coretta Scott King Honor Award ∙2015 YALSA 2015 Top Ten Best Fiction
for Young Adults∙ 2015 YALSA Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers ∙Publishers Weekly
Best Book ∙ School Library Journal Best Book∙ Kirkus Best Book A beautifully measured novel of life
and line.--The New York Times Book Review With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is
SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering, announces
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But
Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in
verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander.
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the
rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the
entire family.
  basketball similes: All American Boys Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely, 2015-09-29 A 2016
Coretta Scott King Author Honor book, and recipient of the Walter Dean Myers Award for
Outstanding Children’s Literature. In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black,
one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their
community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension. A bag of chips. That’s all
sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy
cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s
stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting arrest,
mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to
STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the
concrete pavement? There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s
classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan—and a video
camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of
prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his
savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the
basketball team—half of whom are Rashad’s best friends—start to take sides. As does the school.
And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face
decisions and consequences they had never considered before. Written in tandem by two
award-winning authors, this four-starred reviewed tour de force shares the alternating perspectives
of Rashad and Quinn as the complications from that single violent moment, the type taken directly
from today’s headlines, unfold and reverberate to highlight an unwelcome truth.
  basketball similes: Hope Bill Reynolds, 2016-01-26 The inspirational true story about the trials
and victories of the Hope High School basketball team in inner-city Providence, Rhode Island. Hope
High School in Providence, Rhode Island was once a model city school, graduating a wide range of
students from different backgrounds. But the tumult of the 1960s and the drug wars of the 70s
changed both Providence and Hope. Today, the aging school is primarily Hispanic and
African-American, with kids traveling for miles by bus and foot each day. Hope was known for its
state championship basketball teams in the 1960s, but its 2012 team is much different. Disobedient,
distracted, and overwhelmed by family troubles, with mismatched sneakers and a penchant for
profanity and anger, these boys represent Coach Dave Nyblom's dream of a championship, however
unlikely that might seem. Nyblom's mostly black players, including several who emigrated to
Providence from war-torn Liberia, face gang violence, domestic uncertainty, drug problems, and a
host of other issues. But with the unfailing support and guidance of Nyblom and other Hope coaches,
their ragtag team gradually pulls together, overcoming every obstacle to find the faith and trust in
themselves that Nyblom never stops teaching. A look at a hidden world that just a few hundred yards
from Brown University, Bill Reynolds's Hope is the inspiring true story of young men and their
mentors pursuing one goal—a championship—but achieving so much more.



  basketball similes: Great Grammar Lessons that Work Lee Karnowski, 2000 A hands-on
discovery mode of teaching English grammar using a variety of techniques.
  basketball similes: Creative Writing Casey Clabough, PhD, 2014-07-01 Creative writing is
arguably the ultimate form of self-expression. Ideal for anyone interested in writing (student or not),
Idiot's Guides: Creative Writing helps readers master the basics of crafting compelling fiction and
nonfiction stories. Various genres, including novels, short stories, plays and screenplays, poetry,
book-length and article-length narrative nonfiction, memoirs, and more are covered. Content
includes the fundamental elements, such as plot, character, point-of-view, setting, dialogue, style,
and theme. And readers will be able to hone their writing skills and boost their creativity with
writing prompts and exercises.
  basketball similes: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (National Book
Award Winner) Sherman Alexie, 2012-01-10 A New York Times bestseller—over one million copies
sold! A National Book Award winner A Boston Globe-Horn Book Award winner Bestselling author
Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian
Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on
the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school
mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen
Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native
American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a forward by
Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and black-and-white interior art
throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.
  basketball similes: Daily Warm-Ups: Daily Edits - Level I Hannah Jones, 2005 180 reproducible
quick activities--one for each day of the school year--offer students practice in revising and editing.
  basketball similes: Interdisciplinary Analyses of Professional Basketball Till Neuhaus,
Niklas Thomas, 2024-01-03 This edited collection conceptualizes professional basketball not just as a
sport but as an historically, culturally, and economically embedded entity. The chapters analyse the
fact that the sport of basketball contains alternative logics that can easily clash, and by treating
professional basketball as the negotiation place of these multiple demands, ideas, and logics, the
editors have identified three areas in which these clashes manifest: the realization of the game; the
cultural impact of professional basketball and the global outreach of professional basketball. The
book is explanatory and qualitative, offering new perspectives and touching on topics including
gender, diversity, racism, and minority experiences within professional basketball. As such it will be
of interest to sport sociologists, as well as those researching the history of sport, sports marketing
and cultural studies.
  basketball similes: The Sports Writing Handbook Thomas Fensch, 2013-11-05 Completely
revised and updated in a second edition, this volume represents the only book ever written that
analyzes sports writing and presents it as exceptional writing. Other books discuss sports writers as
beat reporters in one area of journalism, whereas this book shows aspiring sports writers a myriad
of techniques to make their writing stand out. It takes the reader through the entire process of
sports writing: observation, interviewing techniques, and various structures of articles; types of
leads; transitions within an article; types of endings; use of statistics; do's and don'ts of sports
writing; and many other style and technique points. This text provides over 100 examples of leads
drawn from newspapers and magazines throughout the country, and also offers up-to-date examples
of sports jargon from virtually every major and minor sport played in the U.S.
  basketball similes: Source Idea Technique Donald J. Tighe, Lloyd A. Flanigan, 1974
  basketball similes: Shakespeare Made Easy: Julius Caesar Tanya Grosz, 2003
  basketball similes: Speak Laurie Halse Anderson, 2011-05-10 The groundbreaking National
Book Award Finalist and Michael L. Printz Honor Book with more than 3.5 million copies sold, Speak
is a bestselling modern classic about consent, healing, and finding your voice. Speak up for
yourself—we want to know what you have to say. From the first moment of her freshman year at



Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is
friendless, an outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now nobody
will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, Melinda becomes increasingly isolated and
practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work
on an art project that she is finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was
raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her
healing process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But this time
Melinda fights back—and refuses to be silent. From Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award laureate
Laurie Halse Anderson comes the extraordinary landmark novel that has spoken to millions of
readers. Powerful and utterly unforgettable, Speak has been translated into 35 languages, was the
basis for the major motion picture starring Kristen Stewart, and is now a stunning graphic novel
adapted by Laurie Halse Anderson herself, with artwork from Eisner-Award winner Emily Carroll.
Awards and Accolades for Speak: A New York Times Bestseller A National Book Award Finalist for
Young People’s Literature A Michael L. Printz Honor Book An Edgar Allan Poe Award Finalist A Los
Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist A TIME Magazine Best YA Book of All Time A Cosmopolitan
Magazine Best YA Books Everyone Should Read, Regardless of Age
  basketball similes: Ball Don't Lie Matt de la Peña, 2007-12-18 Newbery Award-winning and
New York Times bestselling author Matt de la Pena's Ball Don't Lie is a must-read. [The Bulletin]
Sticky is a beat-around-the-head foster kid with nowhere to call home but the street, and an outer
shell so tough that no one will take him in. He started out life so far behind the pack that the finish
line seems nearly unreachable. He’s a white boy living and playing in a world where he doesn’t seem
to belong. But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be his ticket out . . . if he can only realize
that he doesn’t have to be the person everyone else expects him to be. Matt de la Peña's breakout
urban masterpiece, Ball Don’t Lie takes place where the street and the court meet and where a boy
can be anything if he puts his mind to it. ★[An] inspiring story. Sticky is a true original, and de la
Peña has skillfully brought him to life.-School Library Journal, Starred Riveting...Teens will be
strongly affected by the unforgettable...basketball action; and the questions about race, love,
self-worth, and what it means to build a life without advantages.-Booklist Stunningly realistic.-VOYA
Gritty and mesmerizing.-Kirkus Reviews I have never before seen blacktop ball depicted so well. In
this novel, you will find its flash, its power, and its elegance without chains. This is powerful
stuff.-Antawn Jamison, forward for the Los Angeles Clippers Truly authentic in its examination of
both the game I love and the invariable missteps toward manhood. You cannot fail to be moved by
the eloquence and truth of this story.-Rick Fox, former forward for the Los Angeles Lakers An ALA
Best Book for Young Adults An ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers
  basketball similes: Metaphor in Use Fiona MacArthur, Jose Luis Oncins-Martinez, Manuel
Sánchez-García, Ana María Piquer-Píriz, 2012 Metaphor is a fascinating phenomenon, but it is also
complex and multi-faceted, varying in how it is manifested in different modes of expression,
languages, cultures, or time-scales. How then can we reliably identify metaphors in different
contexts? How does the language or culture of speakers and hearers affect the way metaphors are
produced or interpreted? Are the methods employed to explore metaphors in one context applicable
in others? The sixteen chapters that make up this volume offer not only detailed studies of the
situated use of metaphor in language, gesture, and visuals around the world � providing important
insights into the different factors that produce variation � but also careful explication and discussion
of the methodological issues that arise when researchers approach metaphor in diverse 'real world'
contexts. The book constitutes an important contribution to applied metaphor studies, and will prove
an invaluable resource for the novice and experienced metaphor researcher alike.
  basketball similes: THE CROSSOVER NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-05-09 THE CROSSOVER
MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS
AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS
TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE
COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE



SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE
CROSSOVER MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR THE CROSSOVER KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE
QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  basketball similes: Language Knowledge for Primary Teachers Angela Wilson, Julie
Scanlon, 2011-02-04 Teaching children to develop as language users is one of the most important
tasks of a primary school teacher. However, many trainee teachers begin their careers with a low
knowledge base. Language Knowledge for Primary Teachers is the reader friendly guide designed to
address this. This book provides a clear explanation of the knowledge and understanding required
by teachers to implement the objectives of the National Curriculum for English. It reveals how an
explicit knowledge of language can enrich their own and their children’s spoken English. It will give
teachers confidence in developing children’s enjoyment and comprehension of reading and writing
so children can use their language skills in the real world. Updated to include references to the new
curriculum, this book explores: The importance of subject knowledge in supporting children in
language and literacy; Language knowledge within the context of authentic and meaningful texts,
from fiction to ‘Facebook’; The links between subject knowledge and real teaching situations; New
areas on talk and dialogic learning; Increased emphasis on ICT and cross-curricular study. This book
will appeal to all trainee and newly qualified teachers needing to achieve both the demands of
subject knowledge for Qualified Teacher Status, and a firm understanding of the expectations of the
National Curriculum for English.
  basketball similes: Julius Caesar Saddleback Educational Publishing, 2006-09-01
Shakespeare's plays are thought-provoking and complex texts that explore the human themes of
romance, deceit, tragedy, comedy, and revenge. These activity guides are designed by teachers for
teachers to help students navigate the complexity. Each guide contains a total of 30 activities
divided into six sections of four activities and one review. At the end of each guide is a final test, a
variety of culminating activities, and an answer key. Each reproducible activity eBook is
approximately 68-pages
  basketball similes: Content Area Writing that Rocks (and Works!) Rebecca G. Harper,
2017-04-24 Engage third through twelfth grade students with creative strategies to develop their
writing skills with the help of Content Area Writing That Rocks. This standards-based resource
provides teachers with strategies and suggestions to build writing skills based on students' interests
in technology, social media, and other contemporary topics. Authored by Rebecca G. Harper, this
guide supports overall writing instruction across the content areas.</p
  basketball similes: Hoosier Vignettes Robert Henry Menke, 1991
  basketball similes: Big Game, Small World Alexander Wolff, 2010-05-30 Alex Wolff
canvasses the globe and travels to 16 different countries (and 10 states in the U.S.) to find out
exactly why basketball has become a worldwide phenomenon. Whether it's in a pick-up game on the
Royal court in Bhutan, in the heart of a former female college player of the year turned cloistered
nun, in the tragedy of the legendary junior national team in war torn Yugoslavia, or in the life's work
of one of the greatest players to ever play in the NBA, Alex Wolff discovers that basketball can define
an individual, a race, a culture, and in some instances even a country. Fusing John Feinstein's talent
for finding the human drama behind sport with Bill Bryson's travelogue style, Wolff shows how the
power and love of basketball extends to the four corners of the earth and engages people of all
cultures, races, genders, and generations.
  basketball similes: Write a Story, Grades 4-6 Linda Polon, 2009-05 Open-ended story starters
make writing stories seem like irresistible fun. Look at the picture and write a short story with three
or more sentences. Write a title for your story. Do not forget to color the picture! Actual directions
are a bit more specific - some add word banks, some require using commas or an exclamation point,



some supply a first or last sentence, some suggest writing the story as a postcard to a friend - to
challenge young writers in engaging ways. Each book offers more than 80 story starters. Grades 1-6.
Good Year Books. 96 pages each.
  basketball similes: The Poetry of Pop Adam Bradley, 2017-03-28 A trailblazing exploration of
the poetic power of popular songs, from Tin Pan Alley to the Beatles to Beyoncé and beyond.
Encompassing a century of recorded music, this pathbreaking book reveals the poetic artistry of
popular songs. Pop songs are music first. They also comprise the most widely disseminated poetic
expression of our time. Adam Bradley traces the song lyric across musical genres from early
twentieth-century Delta blues to mid-century rock 'n’ roll to today’s hits. George and Ira Gershwin’s
“Fascinating Rhythm.” The Rolling Stones’ “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction.” Rihanna’s “Diamonds.”
These songs are united in their exacting attention to the craft of language and sound. Bradley shows
that pop music is a poetry that must be heard more than read, uncovering the rhythms, rhymes, and
metaphors expressed in the singing voice. At once a work of musical interpretation, cultural
analysis, literary criticism, and personal storytelling, this book illustrates how words and music
come together to produce compelling poetry, often where we least expect it.
  basketball similes: Chess Life , 2002
  basketball similes: Instant Healing Serge Kahili King, 2020-02-11 This twentieth anniversary
edition of the classic guide to Hawaiian Shamanism healing includes a new introduction and bonus
healing technique. Our bodies and minds are inextricably woven together in a complex and powerful
way. In Instant Healing: Mastering the Way of the Hawaiian Shaman Using Words, Images, Touch,
and Energy, readers will learn how to explore and strengthen that connection to promote wellness.
Using the wisdom of Hawaiian shamanism, author Serge Kahili King offers a radical path towards
drug-free healing. All forms of injury—whether mental or physical, from disease, trauma, or
illness—incur physical tension and stress. King offers a radical reinterpretation by showing that this
physical tension and stress is not the result of the injury or disharmony, but rather the cause of it. By
working to eliminate this root stress readers can achieve physical and mental healing for themselves
without resorting to invasive methods. Written in a jargon-free and easily accessible style, Instant
Healing will teach you to use the power of words, the power of imagination, the power of touch, and
the power of energy to aide in the healing of all types of ailments. The book also features a special
section on emergency techniques that can be used with a minimum of explanation to bring rapid
relief. Instant Healing will transform the way you consider your body and empower you to take
control in a new way.
  basketball similes: Butler's Big Dance Susan S. Neville, 2010-11-22 The electrifying story of
the undefeated Butler Bulldogs as their run for the NCAA National Championships became a
national phenomenon.
  basketball similes: 16 Writing Lessons to Prepare Students for the State Assessment
and More Mary Lynn Woods, 2002-11 Engaging lessons with planning sheets and evaluation
checklists to help students master the essentials of a short, focused writing assignment.
  basketball similes: The Myth of Michael Jordan in Popular Culture Tomasz Jacheć,
2024-03-18 This book examines the life and career of Michael Jordan, one of the greatest athletes in
the history of sports, asking how he transcended his sport to become a canonical myth in popular
culture. Drawing on work in sport studies, cultural studies, sociology, history, business, and media,
this book helps us to understand how myths are made in modern society and highlights the
importance of myths in a ‘post‐truth’ world. It unpacks the underlying ‘monomythical’ structure of
the Jordan myth, including the universality of the ‘hero’s journey’, and explores those features that
are inherently American but that also carried Jordan to the status of a global superstar. This book
traces the contours of his career and looks at how the intersection of commercial interests, media
narratives, and supreme athletic talent, in a particular social, political, and historical context,
generated a myth that continues to resonate today, long after the end of Jordan’s playing career.
Drawing on original research and adding new theoretical depth to our understanding of Michael
Jordan’s place in popular culture, this book is essential reading for anybody with an interest in the



relationship between sport and wider society.
  basketball similes: Summer Brain Quest: Between Grades 4 & 5 Workman Publishing, Bridget
Heos, Claire Piddock, 2017-04-18 Stop summer slide, stay summer smart! From the creators of
America’s #1 educational bestseller Brain Quest comes Summer Brain Quest: Between Grades 4 &
5—a workbook, a game, and an outdoor adventure! It’s an interactive and personalized quest to keep
kids excited about learning all summer long between 4th and 5th grades. Summer Brain Quest:
Between Grades 4 & 5 begins with a map that guides you through a workbook filled with activities
based on reading comprehension, research and informative writing, grammar, multiplication and
division, American history, and more. As you complete activities, you earn stickers to track your
progress on the map. Jam-packed with curriculum-based exercises, bonus challenges, outside
activities, over 150 stickers, a summer reading list, and a Brain Quest mini deck, Summer Brain
Quest: Between Grades 4 & 5 covers the core concepts in English language arts, math, science, and
social studies so kids keep essential skills sharp all summer.
  basketball similes: Brain Quest Workbook Jan Meyer, 2008-07-09 Jam-packed with hundreds
of curriculum-based activities, exercises and games in every subject, Brain Quest Grade 3 Workbook
reinforces what kids are learning in the classroom. The workbook's lively layout and easy-to-follow
explanations make learning fun, interactive, and concrete. Plus it's written to help parents follow
and explain key concepts. Includes spelling and vocabulary, parts of speech, reading comprehension,
odds and evens, magic squares, multiplication tables, Brain Boxes, and much more.
  basketball similes: Airball L.D. Harkrader, 2016-01-12 Kirby Nickel loves basketball. The only
problem is he can't play basketball. But when an opportunity to meet NBA star Brett McGrew comes
up, Kirby knows he has to take a chance and try out for the basketball team. Getting on the team
turns out to be easy—the rest of the boys are as supremely untalented as Kirby—but winning in
order to be eligible to meet McGrew is a whole different problem. Different and embarrassing. The
coach's radical new plan for success involves the boys playing in their underwear. But if this crazy
idea works, Kirby will get to meet his hero—who he secretly also hopes is his long-lost father.
  basketball similes: Essential English - Grade 5 Carol Cobb, 1998-09-01 Milliken's Essential
English series for grades 1-8 is designed to enable students to use the English language in both
written and oral communications effectively and with ease and confidence. Grade 5 includes 55
pages with a variety of activities to help the student gain skills in recognizing and avoiding sentence
fragments and run-on sentences, using subjects and predicates, proofreading, using synonyms and
antonyms, diamante poetry, grammar review, pronoun usage, writing similes and metaphors
personification and hyperbole, test taking and more. Answer keys are included.
  basketball similes: Hip-Hop Poetry and The Classics Alan Sitomer, Michael Cirelli, 2010-04-28
Hip-Hop's literary and artistic merits are evident when compared to classic poetry and it's easy to
link the great poets of the past to the contemporary Hip Hop poets of today: compare Robert Frost
to Public Enemy, Shakespeare to Eminem, and Shelley to the Notorious B.I.G. This interactive
workbook-style format is fun for teachers and students, as it illuminates the art of the written word
with in-depth analysis of poetic literary devices, writing activities, and other innovative methods.
  basketball similes: Trophies Harcourt, Inc, 2007
  basketball similes: Essential Writing Skills Carol Cobb, 1998-09-01 Need engaging activities
and worksheets to reinforce essential English skills? This packet covers a variety of topics, including
synonyms and antonyms, metaphors and similies, personal and business letter writing, and more!
Answer key is included.
  basketball similes: Literature Laurie G. Kirszner, Stephen R. Mandell, 1997 [The editors's]
practice is to place [nontraditional or contemporary] works where they belong, alongside the
classics: to integrate new with old, familiar with unfamiliar, inviting students to discover new works
and to see familiar works in new contexts. Thus, [their] goal in this anthology remains what is has
been from the start: not just to expand the literary canon, but also to expand the personal canons of
both students and instructors ... [The goal is] to encourage students both to appreciate works
representing diverse literary subjects, styles, and perspectives and to recognize their own roles in



bringing these diverse works into their personal literary canons by reading, reacting to, and writing
about them.-Pref.
  basketball similes: Orca Soundings Resource Guide Susan Geye, Janice Reynolds, 2009-09 This
resource guide enables a teacher to implement the Orca Soundings series as part of a
comprehensive independent reading and literacy unit.
  basketball similes: Oral Language-Book D: Speaking and Listening in the Classroom Anne
Giulieri, 2012-07 Engage Literacy Oral Language Big Books were created to help students develop
their use of language. The format is great for small groups, centers and the included interactive
white board component allows students to use existing technology in your classroom or lab setting.
The Oral Language Big Books are great for ELL/ESL students and provide students with
opportunities for vocabulary development, sentence structure skills, expression as well as
questioning and answering skills.
  basketball similes: Handbook of Sports and Media Arthur A. Raney, Jennings Bryant,
2009-03-04 This distinctive Handbook covers the breadth of sports and media scholarship, one of the
up-and-coming topics bridging media entertainment, sports management, and popular culture.
Organized into historical, institutional, spectator, and critical studies perspectives, this volume
brings together the work of many researchers into one quintessential volume, defining the full scope
of the subject area. Editors Arthur Raney and Jennings Bryant have recruited contributors from
around the world to identify and synthesize the research representing numerous facets of the
sports-media relationship. As a unique collection on a very timely topic, the volume offers chapters
examining the development of sports media; production, coverage, and economics of sports media;
sports media audiences; sports promotion; and race and gender issues in sports and media. Unique
in its orientation and breadth, the Handbook of Sports and Media is destined to play a major role in
the future development of this fast-growing area of study. It is a must-have work for scholars,
researchers, and graduate students working in media entertainment, media psychology, mass
media/mass communication, sports marketing and management, popular communication, popular
culture, and cultural studies.
  basketball similes: Black Octagon Itasska L. Chatman, 2013-04-10 Black Octagon: Intimate
Noir is best described as the mental state I lived in, with issues of abandonment and emotional
unavailability I displayed and witnessed in my relationships. Some of my poems, letters, and essays
are intimate details of my experiences with Black men and the dysfunction and pathology that I tried
so very hard to break away from and understand. Some of my work celebrates my love and honor for
Black men, while others color my insecurities and frustration in those relationships.
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