
baptist church new member orientation
packet
baptist church new member orientation packet is an essential resource
designed to welcome and integrate new members into the church community. This
packet provides comprehensive information about the church’s beliefs,
ministries, policies, and opportunities for involvement, helping new members
understand their role within the congregation. A well-organized new member
orientation packet serves as a foundational guide to foster spiritual growth
and active participation. It typically includes details about the church’s
history, statement of faith, membership expectations, and ways to connect
with different ministries. This article explores the key components of a
baptist church new member orientation packet, its purpose, and best practices
for creating an effective and welcoming resource. Additionally, it highlights
how such packets support church unity and encourage lifelong commitment among
new members.

Purpose and Importance of a New Member Orientation Packet

Essential Components of the Baptist Church New Member Orientation Packet

Designing an Effective Orientation Packet

Implementing the Orientation Process

Supporting New Members Beyond Orientation

Purpose and Importance of a New Member
Orientation Packet
The baptist church new member orientation packet plays a vital role in the
assimilation process of new believers into the church family. It functions as
an introductory guide that explains the church’s mission, values, and
expectations, helping new members feel informed and welcomed. By providing
clarity about membership responsibilities and opportunities, the orientation
packet encourages active involvement and spiritual growth. It also helps to
unify the congregation by ensuring all members share a common understanding
of the church’s doctrinal beliefs and community standards. Furthermore, a
comprehensive orientation packet reduces confusion and fosters a sense of
belonging, which can lead to higher retention rates and stronger church
engagement.



Clarifying Membership Expectations
One of the primary purposes of the baptist church new member orientation
packet is to clarify what is expected from new members. This includes regular
attendance, participation in church ministries, financial stewardship, and
adherence to the church’s statement of faith. Clear expectations help new
members understand their commitments and the benefits of being part of the
church body.

Facilitating Spiritual Growth and Engagement
In addition to outlining expectations, the orientation packet encourages new
members to grow spiritually by offering information about discipleship
classes, Bible studies, prayer groups, and volunteer opportunities. This
fosters deeper connections within the church community and supports the
spiritual development of individuals.

Essential Components of the Baptist Church New
Member Orientation Packet
A well-rounded baptist church new member orientation packet contains several
key sections that provide new members with a broad understanding of the
church’s operations, beliefs, and opportunities. These components are
designed to educate, inspire, and equip members for active participation.

Church History and Mission Statement
Including a brief overview of the church’s history and its mission statement
helps connect new members to the church’s identity and purpose. It provides
context for the church’s values and vision, fostering a sense of pride and
belonging.

Statement of Faith
The packet should clearly articulate the church’s doctrinal beliefs, covering
core Baptist doctrines such as salvation, baptism, the authority of
Scripture, and the role of the church. This section ensures that members
align with the church’s theology.

Membership Covenant or Expectations
This section outlines the commitments expected from members regarding
attendance, conduct, financial giving, and service. It often includes a
covenant that members are invited to affirm, fostering accountability and



mutual support.

Church Ministries and Opportunities
Details about various ministries such as children’s programs, youth groups,
adult education, missions, and outreach enable new members to identify areas
where they can serve and grow. This section encourages active engagement.

Contact Information and Church Governance
Providing contact details for church staff, ministry leaders, and
administrative offices facilitates communication. Additionally, an overview
of the church’s governance structure helps members understand decision-making
processes.

Worship Service Information
Information about worship times, style, and any special services helps new
members integrate smoothly into the church’s worship life.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Including a FAQ section addresses common concerns or questions new members
might have, reducing uncertainty and enhancing the orientation experience.

Designing an Effective Orientation Packet
Creating an effective baptist church new member orientation packet requires
attention to clarity, organization, and accessibility. The packet should be
easy to read, visually appealing, and structured logically to guide new
members through the material.

Clear and Concise Language
The content should use straightforward language that is easy to understand,
avoiding overly technical theological jargon unless explained clearly. This
ensures that members of all backgrounds can benefit from the packet.

Logical Organization and Layout
The packet should be divided into clear sections with headings and
subheadings that make it easy to navigate. Using bullet points and numbered



lists enhances readability and helps highlight key information.

Inclusion of Visual Elements
While this packet is typically text-based, incorporating charts, diagrams, or
infographics where appropriate can aid comprehension, especially for complex
topics such as church governance or ministry involvement.

Printable and Digital Formats
Offering the orientation packet in both printed and digital formats
accommodates different preferences and ensures accessibility. A PDF version
can be emailed or downloaded, while physical copies can be distributed during
orientation sessions.

Implementing the Orientation Process
The baptist church new member orientation packet is most effective when
paired with a structured orientation process that welcomes and educates new
members in a personal and engaging manner.

Orientation Sessions
Hosting dedicated orientation sessions allows church leaders to present the
packet’s content, answer questions, and facilitate introductions among new
members and ministry leaders. These sessions may be held weekly or monthly
depending on church size.

Mentorship and Small Groups
Assigning mentors or integrating new members into small groups encourages
relational connections, accountability, and deeper involvement. This personal
touch complements the information provided in the orientation packet.

Follow-Up and Feedback
Following up with new members after orientation helps track their integration
progress and address any concerns. Soliciting feedback on the orientation
packet and process allows for continuous improvement.



Supporting New Members Beyond Orientation
The baptist church new member orientation packet is only the starting point
for ongoing support and engagement. Churches must continue to nurture new
members through various avenues.

Continued Discipleship and Education
Offering ongoing Bible studies, discipleship classes, and leadership training
helps new members deepen their faith and grow into mature Christians.

Volunteer and Ministry Involvement
Encouraging participation in volunteer opportunities and church ministries
strengthens community bonds and utilizes members’ gifts and talents for the
church’s mission.

Community Building Events
Hosting social events, retreats, and service projects fosters fellowship and
builds lasting relationships among church members.

Regular Communication
Maintaining regular communication through newsletters, emails, and
announcements keeps new members informed and connected to church life.

Pastoral Care and Support
Providing pastoral care and counseling ensures members receive spiritual
guidance and support during challenging times, reinforcing the church’s
commitment to their well-being.

Sample Checklist for New Member Orientation
Packet Contents

Welcome letter from the pastor or church leadership

Church history and mission statement

Statement of faith and doctrinal beliefs



Membership covenant or expectations

Overview of church ministries and volunteer opportunities

Contact information for staff and ministry leaders

Worship service schedules and guidelines

Frequently asked questions (FAQs)

Information on upcoming orientation sessions and small groups

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in a Baptist church new member
orientation packet?
A Baptist church new member orientation packet typically includes a welcome
letter, church beliefs and doctrines, ministry opportunities, membership
responsibilities, a church directory, contact information, and details about
upcoming events and classes.

Why is the new member orientation packet important
for Baptist churches?
The orientation packet helps new members understand the church's beliefs,
mission, and expectations, ensuring they feel welcomed, informed, and
connected to the church community from the start.

How can new members access the Baptist church
orientation packet?
New members can usually receive the orientation packet during a welcome
meeting, orientation class, or by contacting the church office. Some churches
also provide digital versions via email or their website.

What topics are typically covered in the Baptist
church doctrine section of the orientation packet?
This section often covers core Baptist beliefs such as salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ, believer's baptism by immersion, the authority of
Scripture, the priesthood of all believers, and the autonomy of the local
church.



Are there any study materials included in the new
member orientation packet?
Yes, many orientation packets include Bible study guides, recommended
reading, and sometimes devotionals to help new members grow spiritually and
understand the church's teachings better.

How long does the new member orientation process
usually take in a Baptist church?
The orientation process can vary but often lasts from a few weeks to a couple
of months, including classes, meetings with church leaders, and participation
in ministry activities.

Can new members ask questions during the orientation
process?
Absolutely. Most Baptist churches encourage new members to ask questions
during orientation to clarify beliefs, church practices, and how to get
involved in ministry and fellowship groups.

Is baptism required before joining a Baptist church
as a member?
Typically, yes. Baptists believe in believer’s baptism by immersion, so new
members are usually baptized prior to or during the membership process if
they have not been baptized before.

How does the orientation packet help new members get
involved in church ministries?
The packet provides information about various ministries, volunteer
opportunities, and small groups, helping new members find ways to serve and
build relationships within the church community.

Additional Resources
1. Welcome to the Family: Understanding Baptist Beliefs and Practices
This book provides new members with a clear overview of the core beliefs and
practices unique to the Baptist church. It covers topics such as baptism, the
role of scripture, and the importance of personal faith. Designed to help
newcomers feel connected and informed, it also includes practical guidance on
how to get involved in church life.

2. Foundations of Faith: A Baptist New Member’s Guide
A comprehensive guide for those joining a Baptist congregation, this book



explains the theological foundations of the Baptist tradition. It highlights
the significance of believer’s baptism, congregational governance, and the
Great Commission. The book also offers encouragement for spiritual growth and
community engagement.

3. Steps to Membership: Navigating Your Journey in the Baptist Church
This resource walks new members through the process of becoming fully
integrated into the Baptist church community. It details the expectations,
responsibilities, and opportunities available to members. Readers will find
helpful tips on building relationships and deepening their faith.

4. The Baptist Way: A New Member Orientation Handbook
Tailored specifically for new members, this handbook outlines the history,
mission, and values of the Baptist denomination. It includes sections on
worship style, church leadership, and service ministries. The book serves as
an essential tool for understanding how to thrive within the Baptist church.

5. Living Your Faith: A Baptist New Member’s Devotional
This devotional book is designed to support new members as they begin their
spiritual journey within the Baptist church. Featuring daily reflections,
scripture readings, and prayer prompts, it encourages personal growth and a
closer relationship with God. It is an excellent companion for new members
seeking to deepen their faith.

6. Building Community: Fellowship and Service in the Baptist Church
Focused on the communal aspect of church life, this book emphasizes the
importance of fellowship and service among Baptist members. It discusses ways
to connect with others, participate in ministry teams, and serve both the
church and the wider community. New members will find inspiration and
practical advice for active involvement.

7. Understanding Baptist Baptism: Its Meaning and Significance
This book explores the theological and practical aspects of baptism in the
Baptist tradition. It explains why believer’s baptism by immersion is central
to Baptist identity and how it symbolizes an individual’s faith commitment.
The book also addresses common questions new members might have about this
sacred ordinance.

8. Church Governance and You: A Guide for Baptist New Members
New members often wonder how decisions are made within the Baptist church.
This guide clarifies the structure of church governance, including the roles
of pastors, deacons, and congregational voting. It empowers members to
participate actively and responsibly in church leadership and decision-making
processes.

9. Faith in Action: Engaging New Members in Baptist Ministry
This book encourages new members to take an active role in ministry and
outreach programs. It highlights various opportunities within the Baptist
church for service, leadership, and mission work. With practical tips and
inspiring stories, it motivates members to live out their faith through
meaningful action.
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Baptist Church New Member Orientation Packet

Ready to welcome new members with confidence and clarity? Integrating newcomers into your
church community can be challenging. Are you struggling to create a welcoming and informative
experience that truly connects with new members? Do you find yourselves repeating the same
information repeatedly, leaving new attendees feeling overwhelmed or lost? Do you wish you had a
consistent, easily-accessible resource to guide your onboarding process? This comprehensive guide
provides the solution.

This ebook, "The Welcoming Heart: A New Member Orientation Guide for Baptist Churches,"
provides a streamlined and effective system for integrating new members into your church family. It
offers a well-structured and engaging orientation experience, ensuring that newcomers feel valued,
informed, and connected from day one.

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Welcome and Integration
Chapter 1: Understanding Baptist Theology and Practices
Chapter 2: Navigating Church Structure and Ministries
Chapter 3: Connecting with Others: Building Relationships and Community
Chapter 4: Serving God and Others: Opportunities for Involvement
Chapter 5: Growth and Discipleship: Resources and Support
Chapter 6: Giving Back: Stewardship and Finances
Chapter 7: Frequently Asked Questions and Next Steps
Conclusion: A Continuing Journey of Faith

---

# The Welcoming Heart: A New Member Orientation Guide for Baptist Churches
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Integration

(SEO Keywords: Baptist church, new member orientation, welcome packet, church integration,
onboarding, discipleship, fellowship, community)

Welcoming new members is a cornerstone of a thriving Baptist church. It's more than just a friendly
smile; it's a strategic process that fosters growth, strengthens community, and ultimately glorifies
God. This orientation packet is designed to provide a framework for a seamless and effective
onboarding experience, ensuring that new members feel welcomed, informed, and empowered to
participate fully in the life of your church. The goal is not merely to provide information, but to
cultivate a sense of belonging and foster genuine connection. This requires thoughtful planning,
clear communication, and a heartfelt commitment to discipleship.

This introduction emphasizes the importance of a holistic approach to new member integration. It’s
not enough to simply hand out a church directory; it’s about creating a structured, welcoming
environment that addresses the spiritual, social, and practical needs of newcomers. Consider
incorporating personal touches such as welcome cards, small gifts, and introductions to key
individuals. The overall tone should be warm, inviting, and encouraging, reflecting the love and
grace of Christ.

Chapter 1: Understanding Baptist Theology and
Practices

(SEO Keywords: Baptist beliefs, Baptist theology, Baptist doctrines, church governance, ordinances,
biblical interpretation)

This chapter provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of fundamental Baptist beliefs and
practices. It’s crucial for new members to understand the theological underpinnings of your church,
its distinctive characteristics within the broader Christian faith, and its approach to biblical
interpretation. Avoid jargon and theological complexities; focus on clear and accessible explanations.
Key areas to cover include:

The Bible as the ultimate authority: Explain the Baptist emphasis on the Bible as the inspired Word
of God and the sole rule of faith and practice.
The autonomy of the local church: Describe the Baptist understanding of each church's
independence and self-governance.
The priesthood of all believers: Emphasize the equal standing of all believers before God and their
shared responsibility in ministry.
Baptism and the Lord's Supper: Explain the significance of these ordinances within the Baptist
tradition. Provide clarity on the church's specific practices regarding baptism (immersion vs.
sprinkling/pouring) and communion.
Salvation through grace by faith: Articulate the core Baptist belief of salvation as a free gift from
God, received through faith in Jesus Christ.



This chapter aims to equip new members with a foundational understanding of Baptist distinctives,
facilitating deeper engagement with the church's life and mission. Consider providing additional
resources such as recommended books or websites for further study.

Chapter 2: Navigating Church Structure and Ministries

(SEO Keywords: Church structure, church organization, ministries, church departments, volunteer
opportunities, leadership team)

Understanding the church's structure and various ministries is vital for new members to feel
connected and find ways to contribute. This chapter provides a clear and organized overview of the
different departments, groups, and teams within the church. Use charts, diagrams, or other visual
aids to make the information easier to digest. Include:

Church leadership: Introduce the pastor, deacons, elders (if applicable), and other key leaders,
highlighting their roles and responsibilities.
Ministry areas: Outline the different ministries offered by the church, such as Sunday School, youth
group, adult Bible studies, outreach programs, music ministry, etc. Provide contact information for
each ministry leader.
Church calendar: Include a brief overview of regular church events and activities, such as worship
services, special events, and community gatherings.
Church facilities: Describe the church building and its various facilities, indicating where different
activities take place.

This chapter's goal is to equip new members with the knowledge and resources needed to navigate
the church structure and find their place within the community. Emphasize the importance of
participation and involvement.

Chapter 3: Connecting with Others: Building
Relationships and Community

(SEO Keywords: Church community, building relationships, fellowship, social events, small groups,
mentorship, church family)

This chapter focuses on the importance of building relationships and fostering a sense of community
among church members. It emphasizes the value of genuine connection and belonging, encouraging
new members to actively participate in the church's social life. This could include:

Importance of fellowship: Highlight the importance of Christian fellowship and its role in spiritual
growth.
Opportunities for connection: Suggest specific ways new members can connect with others, such as



attending small group studies, participating in social events, or volunteering in church ministries.
Mentorship program (if applicable): Explain the church's mentorship program and how new
members can benefit from it.
Welcome events: Describe any planned welcome events or gatherings designed to facilitate new
member integration.

The aim is to help new members feel a sense of belonging and to actively encourage them to engage
with the existing community.

Chapter 4: Serving God and Others: Opportunities for
Involvement

(SEO Keywords: Church service, volunteer opportunities, missions, outreach, ministry involvement,
serving others, community outreach)

This chapter highlights the importance of serving God and others and provides a range of
opportunities for new members to get involved in the church's ministry. This is a crucial aspect of
integration, empowering members to use their gifts and talents to serve the community and advance
the kingdom of God. Include:

Variety of ministries: Showcase the diverse ministries within the church and the specific needs of
each.
Volunteer opportunities: Describe specific ways new members can volunteer their time and talents,
such as teaching Sunday School, assisting with events, or participating in outreach programs.
Missions involvement: Explain the church's involvement in local and global missions and how new
members can participate.
Practical tips for serving: Provide practical tips and suggestions for new members seeking to get
involved.

This chapter motivates new members to discover their gifts and talents and find ways to serve within
the church and beyond.

Chapter 5: Growth and Discipleship: Resources and
Support

(SEO Keywords: Spiritual growth, discipleship, Bible study, Christian education, personal growth,
mentorship, spiritual formation)

This chapter focuses on providing resources and support for the ongoing spiritual growth and



development of new members. It emphasizes the importance of continued learning, discipleship, and
spiritual formation. Consider including:

Bible study resources: Suggest various Bible study resources, such as books, websites, and small
group studies.
Discipleship opportunities: Explain how the church supports discipleship, including mentorship
programs, one-on-one coaching, or group discipleship programs.
Personal growth resources: Suggest resources for personal spiritual growth, such as books,
podcasts, or websites.
Counseling and support services: Provide information on available counseling and support services
within the church or through affiliated organizations.

This chapter affirms the church's commitment to the ongoing spiritual growth of its members and
provides resources to support that journey.

Chapter 6: Giving Back: Stewardship and Finances

(SEO Keywords: Church finances, stewardship, tithing, giving, financial contributions, church
budget)

This chapter addresses the topic of financial stewardship within the church, explaining the
importance of giving and how the church uses its finances. Handle this topic with sensitivity and
transparency. Key points to include:

Biblical principles of giving: Explain the biblical basis for giving and the importance of supporting
the church's ministry.
Church budget: Provide a brief overview of the church's budget and how funds are allocated.
Giving options: Explain different ways members can contribute financially, such as online giving,
checks, and cash.
Transparency and accountability: Emphasize the church's commitment to financial transparency and
accountability.

This chapter addresses a sometimes sensitive subject with clarity and grace.

Chapter 7: Frequently Asked Questions and Next Steps

(SEO Keywords: Baptist church FAQs, new member questions, church membership, next steps,
getting involved)

This chapter anticipates common questions from new members and provides concise answers. It also



outlines next steps for becoming more fully involved in the church community.

Conclusion: A Continuing Journey of Faith

This concluding section reiterates the church's commitment to welcoming and supporting new
members and encourages their continued participation in the church's life and ministry. It
emphasizes the importance of community, fellowship, and spiritual growth.

---

FAQs

1. What are the core beliefs of your Baptist church? (Answer would detail the Baptist distinctives
discussed in Chapter 1).
2. How can I get involved in a small group or ministry? (Answer directs to Chapter 3 and Chapter 4
for details on involvement).
3. What is the church's policy on tithing and giving? (Answer references Chapter 6).
4. What kind of support is available for new members? (Answer refers to Chapter 5, highlighting
mentorship and discipleship programs).
5. How do I access the church's calendar of events? (Answer provides specific information on access
to the church calendar, perhaps website link or contact person).
6. Who can I contact if I have more questions? (Provides contact information for a designated person
or department).
7. What is the church's stance on social issues? (Addresses the church's position on relevant social
issues, demonstrating transparency).
8. Is childcare provided during services? (Addresses practical details related to attending services
with children).
9. How do I officially become a member of the church? (Outlines the church's membership process).

Related Articles:

1. Understanding Baptist Theology for New Believers: A simplified explanation of core Baptist beliefs
for those new to the faith.
2. Building Relationships in Your Church Community: Practical tips for fostering genuine
connections within the church.
3. Finding Your Place in Church Ministry: Guidance on discovering and utilizing spiritual gifts in
service.
4. The Importance of Discipleship in the Baptist Tradition: Explores the role of discipleship in
spiritual growth.



5. Navigating Church Finances: A Guide for Members: A transparent explanation of church finances
and stewardship.
6. Welcoming New Members: Best Practices for Churches: Tips and strategies for creating a
welcoming atmosphere for new attendees.
7. How to Choose a Church That's Right for You: Guidance for individuals seeking a church home.
8. Overcoming Common Challenges in Church Integration: Addresses common issues faced by both
churches and new members during the integration process.
9. Baptist Church Governance and Leadership Structure: A detailed explanation of church
governance models within Baptist denominations.

  baptist church new member orientation packet: Smart Church Management: A Quality
Approach to Church Administraton Patricia S. Lotich, 2020-01-17 Church leaders understand
that managing the day-to-day operations of a church can be challenging because of limited
resources, managing volunteer labor, and supporting the needs of the congregation. Smart Church
Management: A Quality Approach to Church Administration, Third Edition is an updated guide for
managing the resources of a church - which is people, time and money. This book provides tools and
examples for decision making and problem-solving for church administration that is easy to
understand and more importantly, quick to implement! This book also includes discussion questions
to provoke thought and discussion for church teams. This book is ideal for ministry students, church
boards, church leadership and church administrators.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Nobodies for Jesus Chuck Lawless,
2014-01-31 Chuck Lawless loves the local church. He also loves the Great Commission. And one of
his passions is to see every member of the body of Christ become a Great Commission member. The
concept of Nobodies for Jesus is simple but profound: take 14 days and develop a Great Commission
lifestyle. The book weaves through numerous New Testament narratives to show how regular
people, nobodies, became somebody for the sake of the gospel. This book, if taken seriously, has the
ability to transform individuals, groups, and even entire churches. The 14-day study guide is
excellent for use in multiple settings.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die Sarah J.
Robinson, 2021-05-11 A compassionate, shame-free guide for your darkest days “A one-of-a-kind
book . . . to read for yourself or give to a struggling friend or loved one without the fear that
depression and suicidal thoughts will be minimized, medicalized or over-spiritualized.”—Kay Warren,
cofounder of Saddleback Church What happens when loving Jesus doesn’t cure you of depression,
anxiety, or suicidal thoughts? You might be crushed by shame over your mental illness, only to be
told by well-meaning Christians to “choose joy” and “pray more.” So you beg God to take away the
pain, but nothing eases the ache inside. As darkness lingers and color drains from your world, you’re
left wondering if God has abandoned you. You just want a way out. But there’s hope. In I Love Jesus,
But I Want to Die, Sarah J. Robinson offers a healthy, practical, and shame-free guide for Christians
struggling with mental illness. With unflinching honesty, Sarah shares her story of battling
depression and fighting to stay alive despite toxic theology that made her afraid to seek help outside
the church. Pairing her own story with scriptural insights, mental health research, and simple
practices, Sarah helps you reconnect with the God who is present in our deepest anguish and
discover that you are worth everything it takes to get better. Beautifully written and full of hard-won
wisdom, I Love Jesus, But I Want to Die offers a path toward a rich, hope-filled life in Christ, even
when healing doesn’t look like what you expect.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Purpose Driven Church Rick Warren,
2007-09-04 The issue is church health, not church growth—if your church is healthy, growth will
occur naturally. So how do we make healthy churches, driven by purpose? In order for any church to
thrive, it must be built around the five New Testament purposes given to the church by Jesus Christ.
In this classic of Christian church stability, pastor and bestselling author of The Purpose Driven Life



Rick Warren unpacks this proven five-part strategy that will enable your church to grow: Warmer
through fellowship. Deeper through discipleship. Stronger through worship. Broader through
ministry. Larger through evangelism. Every church is driven by something. Tradition, finances,
programs, personalities, events, seekers, and even buildings can each be the controlling force in a
church. But Warren will show you how to concentrate on building people and let God build the
church. In other words, healthy, consistent growth is the result of balancing the five biblical
purposes of the church. And The Purpose Driven Church will show you how to do that. “The Purpose
Driven Church has brought focus and direction to more pastors and church leaders than you can
count. What a gift!”—John Ortberg, bestselling author.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Church Membership Jonathan Leeman,
2012-04-30 Jonathan Leeman addresses the commonly asked (and often unanswered) question of,
Why should I join a church? in a time when many are shunning the practice of organized religion. By
offering a brief, straightforward explanation of what church membership is and why it's important,
Leeman gives the local church its proper due and builds a case for committing to the local body.
Church Membership is a useful tool for churches to distribute en masse to new and potential
members of their congregation. This volume is part of the 9Marks: Building Healthy Churches
series. Look for upcoming, quick-read formats of the following marks of a healthy church:
expositional preaching, biblical theology, the gospel, conversion, evangelism, church discipline,
discipleship and growth, and church leadership.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: History of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church Daniel Alexander Payne, 1891
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The History of the Dorcas Wills
Memorial Baptist Church, Trinity, Texas, 75862, 1876-1984 Eleanor Harrison Saunders, 1986
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Deliberate Church Mark Dever, Paul
Alexander, 2005-09-09 Dever and Alexander propose a model of complete reliance and submission to
the Gospel when building a healthy church. Great resource for pastors, elders, and others interested
in the vitality of their church.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Doctrines and Discipline of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2017-05-01 Published
in 1817, The Doctrines and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was the first
definitive guide to the history, beliefs, teachings, and practices of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church. Beginning with a brief history, the book moves into a presentation of the Articles of
Religion, including the Trinity, the Word of God, Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, scripture, original sin
and free will, justification, works, the church, purgatory, the sacraments, baptism, the Lord's
Supper, marriage, church ceremonies, and government. Immediately following the articles is an
extended four-part catechism that more fully explicates the meanings and implications of the
doctrinal statements. A DOCSOUTH BOOK. This collaboration between UNC Press and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library brings classic works from the digital library of
Documenting the American South back into print. DocSouth Books uses the latest digital
technologies to make these works available in paperback and e-book formats. Each book contains a
short summary and is otherwise unaltered from the original publication. DocSouth Books provide
affordable and easily accessible editions to a new generation of scholars, students, and general
readers.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Recovering Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood (Revised Edition) John Piper, Wayne Grudem, 2021-01-11 A Guide to Navigate
Evangelical Feminism In a society where gender roles are a hot-button topic, the church is not
immune to the controversy. In fact, the church has wrestled with varying degrees of evangelical
feminism for decades. As evangelical feminism has crept into the church, time-trusted resources like
Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood help remind Christians of what the Bible has to say.
In this edition of the award-winning best seller, more than 20 influential men and women such as
John Piper, Wayne Grudem, D. A. Carson, and Elisabeth Elliot offer thought-provoking essays



responding to the challenge egalitarianism poses to life in the church and in the home. Covering
topics like role distinctions in the church, how biblical manhood and womanhood should work out in
practice, and women in the history of the church, this helpful resource will help readers learn to
orient their beliefs with God's unchanging word in an ever-changing culture.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Deacons as Leaders Robert Sheffield, 1991
Deacons as Leaders, by Robert Sheffield, portrays various leadership roles of the deacon: in the
biblical leadership model for church and community ministry, as a change agent, as a leader in times
of transition, and as a leader with the pastor and staff.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Membership Matters Charles E. Lawless,
Chuck Lawless, 2005 Based on a national study, this book shows how churches can move both new
andold members into ministry by implementing effective new members' classes.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: New Church Member Certificate (Pad
of /25) , 2018-08 The New Church Member Certificate Pad is printed on quality parchment look
paper. Perforated to give an 8 x 6 certificate and leave a tab for church records. One 10 7/8 x 6 pad
holds 26 certificates. Scripture is from Romans 6:3-4, KJV with space to include Name, Date
Baptixed, Church and Pastor on tab.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: New Member Assimilation Joel D. Heck,
1988
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Church Member's Handbook Joe T. Odle,
1986-12 More than twenty years have passed since the first edition of this book was published.
During that time over one million copies have been printed, and the book has been used in churches
throughout the United States and in mission fields around the world. Portions of the material have
been translated into at least five foreign languages, and a Chinese edition was published in Hong
Kong.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Church Administration Handbook Bruce P.
Powers, 2008-01-01 What’s new about this third edition of the long respected and often used Church
Administration Handbook? In addition to time and technological-sensitive updates to the basic
organizational details, editor Bruce Powers writes: “The needs of people and churches have
continued to change, with questions now being raised about the quality of congregational life,
nature of leadership, and responsibility for ministry among all believers . . . As we have prepared
this edition, we have sought to address five primary needs. 1. Leadership skills and administrative
tools that can be adapted for use in a variety of contexts from traditional to contemporary, from
rural to urban, and from unicultural to multicultural settings; 2. Spiritual formation that relates to all
of life (from birth to death); 3. Mission consciousness (in community, regionally, nationally, and
globally); 4. Ministry of all believers (particularly calling out and equipping vocational, bivocational,
and lay ministers); and 5. Leadership competence (the ability to inspire, motivate, and equip the
saints for the work of ministry).”
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Ushering 101 Buddy Bell, 2007-03 Dr.
Buddy Bell, founder of Ministry of Helps International, combines humor with informative teaching
and practical tips to help ushers realize the importance of serving people with excellence in the local
church.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Book of Common Worship
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. General Assembly, 1906
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Scripture and Counseling Bob Kellemen,
2014-10-07 What role does Scripture play in counseling? Today, we face a weakening of confidence
in the Bible. This is just as true for the pastor offering counsel in his office as it is for the person in
the pew talking with a struggling friend. We need to regain our confidence in God's living Word as
sufficient to address the real-life issues we face today. Scripture and Counseling will help you
understand how the Bible equips us to grow in counseling competence as we use it to tackle the
complex issues of life. Divided into two sections, Part One develops a robust biblical view of
Scripture’s sufficiency for life and godliness leading to increased confidence in God's Word. Part



Two teaches how to use Scripture in the counseling process. This section demonstrates how a firm
grasp of the sufficiency of Scripture leads to increased competence in the ancient art of personally
ministering God's Word to others. Part of the Biblical Counseling Coalition series, Scripture and
Counseling brings you the wisdom of twenty ministry leaders who write so you can have confidence
that God’s Word is sufficient, necessary, and relevant to equip God’s people to address the complex
issues of life in a broken world. It blends theological wisdom with practical expertise and is
accessible to pastors, church leaders, counseling practitioners, and students, equipping them to
minister the truth and power of God’s word in the context of biblical counseling, soul care, spiritual
direction, pastoral care, and small group facilitation.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Banished Lauren Drain, 2013-03-05
Banished is an eye-opening, deeply personal account of life inside the cult known as the Westboro
Baptist Church, as well as a fascinating story of adaptation and perseverance. You've likely heard of
the Westboro Baptist Church. Perhaps you've seen their pickets on the news, the members holding
signs with messages that are too offensive to copy here, protesting at events such as the funerals of
soldiers, the 9-year old victim of the recent Tucson shooting, and Elizabeth Edwards, all in front of
their grieving families. The WBC is fervently anti-gay, anti-Semitic, and anti- practically everything
and everyone. And they aren't going anywhere: in March, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of
the WBC's right to picket funerals. Since no organized religion will claim affiliation with the WBC,
it's perhaps more accurate to think of them as a cult. Lauren Drain was thrust into that cult at the
age of 15, and then spat back out again seven years later. Lauren spent her early years enjoying a
normal life with her family in Florida. But when her formerly liberal and secular father set out to
produce a documentary about the WBC, his detached interest gradually evolved into fascination, and
he moved the entire family to Kansas to join the church and live on their compound. Over the next
seven years, Lauren fully assimilated their extreme beliefs, and became a member of the church and
an active and vocal picketer. But as she matured and began to challenge some of the church's
tenets, she was unceremoniously cast out from the church and permanently cut off from her family
and from everyone else she knew and loved. Banished is the story of Lauren's fight to find herself
amidst dramatic changes in a world of extremists and a life in exile.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Baptist Bulletin , 2000
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Planting New Churches Jack Redford,
1978 Nine well-tested steps for starting new churches.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Habits of Grace David Mathis, 2016-02-12
The Christian life is built on three seemingly unremarkable practices: reading the Bible, prayer, and
fellowship with other believers. However, according to David Mathis, such “habits of grace” are the
God-designed channels through which his glorious grace flows—making them life-giving practices
for all Christians. Whether it’s hearing God’s voice (the Word), having his ear (prayer), or
participating in his body (fellowship), such spiritual rhythms of the Christian life have the power to
awaken our souls to God’s glory and stir our hearts for lifelong service in his name. What’s more,
these seemingly simple practices grant us access to a host of spiritual blessings that we can only
begin to imagine this side of eternity—and the incredible joy that such blessings bring to God’s
children today.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Why Pastors Quit Bo Lane, Ramon Presson,
2014-03-25 My journey as a pastor had quite a few ups and downs. Although there were many
aspects of serving in full-time ministry that I loved, there were more things that happened along the
way that made a negative impact on both myself and my family. After I resigned from the pastorate,
it took several years of forgiving and getting plugged in to a healthy church before I really began to
heal from the hurt. Whether you've spent your entire career as a pastor or if you have recently
thrown in the towel, Why Pastors Quit is an easy-to-read book that will encourage you and make you
ask the question: What can I do to help change the statistics?
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Brands of Faith Mara Einstein, 2007-09-14
Through a series of fascinating case studies of faith brands, marketing insider Mara Einstein has



produced a lively account of the book in the commercialization of religion.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: 10 Sunday Schools that Dared to Change
Elmer L. Towns, 1993
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Biblical Foundations for Baptist Churches
John S. Hammett, 2019-02-26 An updated examination of ecclesiology from a Baptist perspective In
this useful book, professor and former pastor John Hammett helps church leaders think through
foundational questions about the nature of the church. Blending biblical teaching and practical
ministry experience, Hammett presents a comprehensive ecclesiology from a historic Baptist
perspective, examining crucial contemporary issues such as church discipline, the role of elders, and
church ministry in a post-Christian culture. This second edition contains updates throughout,
including: · Substantive changes to chapters on the nature of the church, Baptist church polity, and
deacons · An expanded chapter on baptism and the Lord’s Supper · A thoroughly revised chapter on
church models like multisite churches and missional churches · A brand-new chapter on meaningful
church membership
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Who Rules the Church? Gerald Cowen,
2003 Offers critical definitions about the work of a pastor or elder -- what his job description is and
what the limits of his authority are in the context of church government.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Everychurch Guide to Growth Elmer
L. Towns, C. Peter Wagner, Thom S. Rainer, 1998-08-01 A growing church is a living church, but
much of the attention in church growth today is focused on making big churches bigger. This
encouraging new book shows members of small and medium-sized congregations how to revive and
expand their ministries as well. Churches of every size tend to plateau in attendance and never
break free of their self-imposed limitations or 'growth barriers'. This book gives detailed, practical
instructions for breaking through those barriers to new levels of impact and service in the
community. The EveryChurch Guide to Growth rallies church leaders and members to develop plans
for strength and solid growth in the future.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Paul, the Spirit, and the People of God
Gordon D. Fee, 2023-01-24 This contemporary classic by renowned scholar Gordon Fee explores the
Spirit's significant role in Pauline life and thought. After Fee published his magisterial God's
Empowering Presence, he was asked to write a more accessible volume that would articulate Paul's
priorities for experiencing the life of the Spirit in the church. Fee's bestselling introduction to Paul
and the Spirit, Paul, the Spirit, and the People of God, went on to sell over 70,000 copies. This book
by one of the greatest evangelical and Pentecostal New Testament interpreters of our time argues
that the presence of the Spirit is, for Paul and for us, the crucial matter for the Christian life. This
repackaged edition features an updated design and packaging, new study questions, and a foreword
by Dean Pinter, who commends the book to a new generation of readers.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Torn Justin Lee, 2012-11-13 An evangelical
Christian examines the impact of sexuality, the LGBTQ+ movement, and the future of the church in
this thoughtful, deeply researched guide to navigating and mending the social and political division
in our families and churches. As a teenager and young man, Justin Lee felt deeply torn. Nicknamed
God Boy by his peers, he knew that he was called to a life in the evangelical Christian ministry. But
Lee harbored a secret: He also knew that he was gay. In this groundbreaking book, Lee recalls the
events--his coming out to his parents, his experiences with the ex-gay movement, and his in-depth
study of the Bible--that led him, eventually, to self-acceptance. But more than just a memoir, TORN
provides insightful, practical guidance for all committed Christians who wonder how to relate to gay
friends or family members--or who struggle with their own sexuality. Convinced that in a culture that
sees gays and Christians as enemies, gay Christians are in a unique position to bring peace, Lee
demonstrates that people of faith on both sides of the debate can respect, learn from, and love one
another.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Dissertation Abstracts International ,
1994



  baptist church new member orientation packet: Homosexuality and the Family
Frederick. W. Bozett, 2020-12-14 Disproving the notion that homosexuals are antifamily, this
enlightening book details the variety of family forms in which gays and lesbians live and explores the
effects of homosexuality on individuals in families and on the family as a whole. Little in the
professional literature addresses the combined topics of homosexuality and the family, so
practitioners, academicians, researchers, and students in various disciplines--counseling, gay
studies, sociology, human sexuality, psychology, social work, law, and medicine--will discover a
wealth of unique and useful material here. Arranged in a life history sequence that moves from
adolescence to adulthood, this informative volume documents the responses of parents of gay
children, wives of gay men, children of lesbian mothers, and gay fathers about their family lives.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Children are Free Jeff Miner, John
Tyler Connoley, 2002 An affirming look at the Bible. Examines passages from the Old Testament that
are used by fundamentalists to condemn homosexuality and also at affirming passages.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Baptist Heritage H. Leon McBeth,
1987-01-29 The Baptist Heritage: Four Century of Baptist Witness H. Leon McBeth's 'The Baptist
heritage' is a definitive, fresh interpretation of Baptist history. Based on primary source research,
the book combines the best features of chronological and topical history to bring alive the story of
Baptists around the world.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: When Colorblindness Isn't the Answer
Anthony B. Pinn, 2017-05-15 The future of the United States rests in many ways on how the ongoing
challenge of racial injustice in the country is addressed. Yet, humanists remain divided over what if
any agenda should guide humanist thought and action toward questions of race. In this volume,
Anthony B. Pinn makes a clear case for why humanism should embrace racial justice as part of its
commitment to the well-being of life in general and human flourishing in particular. As a first step,
humanists should stop asking why so many racial minorities remain committed to religious traditions
that have destroyed lives, perverted justice, and justified racial discrimination. Rather, Pinn argues,
humanists must first confront a more pertinent and pressing question: why has humanism failed to
provide a more compelling alternative to theism for so many minority groups? For only with a bit of
humility and perspective—and a recognition of the various ways in which we each contribute to
racial injustice—can we truly fight for justice.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The Class of '65 Jim Auchmutey,
2015-03-31 In the midst of racial strife, one young man showed courage and empathy. It took forty
years for the others to join him Being a student at Americus High School was the worst experience
of Greg Wittkamper's life. Greg came from a nearby Christian commune, Koinonia, whose members
devoutly and publicly supported racial equality. When he refused to insult and attack his school's
first black students in 1964, Greg was mistreated as badly as they were: harassed and bullied and
beaten. In the summer after his senior year, as racial strife in Americus -- and the nation -- reached
its peak, Greg left Georgia. Forty-one years later, a dozen former classmates wrote letters to Greg,
asking his forgiveness and inviting him to return for a class reunion. Their words opened a vein of
painful memory and unresolved emotion, and set him on a journey that would prove healing and
saddening. The Class of '65 is more than a heartbreaking story from the segregated South. It is also
about four of Greg's classmates -- David Morgan, Joseph Logan, Deanie Dudley, and Celia Harvey --
who came to reconsider the attitudes they grew up with. How did they change? Why, half a lifetime
later, did reaching out to the most despised boy in school matter to them? This noble book reminds
us that while ordinary people may acquiesce to oppression, we all have the capacity to alter our
outlook and redeem ourselves.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Watch This! Jonathan L. Walton, 2009-02
Through their constant television broadcasts, mass video distributions, and printed publications,
African American religious broadcasters have a seemingly ubiquitous presence in popular culture.
They are on par with popular entertainers and athletes in the African American community as
cultural icons even as they are criticized by others for taking advantage of the devout in order to



subsidize their lavish lifestyles. Watch This! seeks to move beyond such polarizing debates by
critically delving into the dominant messages and aesthetic styles of African American televangelists
and evaluating their ethical implications. --from publisher description.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: Father, Son and Spirit Andreas J.
Köstenberger, Scott R. Swain, 2008-05-15 In this New Studies in Biblical Theology volume, Andreas
J. Köstenberger and Scott R. Swain provide a thorough biblical survey and theological treatment of
the three persons of the Godhead in John's Gospel.
  baptist church new member orientation packet: The American Baptist Woman , 1983
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