autobiography of frederick douglass pdf
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interested in the life and legacy of one of the most influential figures in American history. This seminal
work not only recounts the harrowing experiences of Frederick Douglass as a former enslaved person but
also provides profound insights into the abolitionist movement and the struggle for civil rights. The
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deeper engagement with the text. This article explores the significance of the autobiography of Frederick
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Overview of the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass

The autobiography of Frederick Douglass is a powerful narrative that chronicles the life of an enslaved
African American who escaped to freedom and became a leading abolitionist, orator, and writer. First
published in 1845 under the title Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written
by Himself, the book quickly gained widespread attention for its vivid depiction of the brutal realities of
slavery. The autobiography provides a firsthand account of Douglass’s early life in bondage, his journey
towards literacy, and his eventual emancipation. It also reflects on his experiences advocating for justice and

equality in America.

Author Background

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery around 1818 in Talbot County, Maryland. His narrative offers a



unique lens through which readers can understand the systemic oppression faced by enslaved people and
the resilience required to overcome such adversity. Douglass’s eloquent prose and compelling storytelling
have cemented his autobiography as a classic in American literature and a critical text for understanding

the history of slavery and abolition.

Publication History

The autobiography has undergone several editions and revisions over time, reflecting Douglass’s evolving
perspectives and experiences. The availability of the autobiography of Frederick Douglass in PDF form has
facilitated access to these editions for modern readers and researchers alike, preserving the text for future

generations.

Historical Context and Significance

The autobiography of Frederick Douglass was published during a period of intense national debate over
slavery and human rights. As the abolitionist movement gained momentum in the United States, Douglass’s

narrative played a critical role in exposing the inhumanity of slavery to a broader audience.

Slavery in 19th Century America

Slavery was deeply entrenched in the social and economic fabric of the United States during the early to
mid-19th century. Douglass’s account provides firsthand testimony about the conditions enslaved people

endured, including physical violence, family separation, and deprivation of education and basic freedoms.

Role in the Abolitionist Movement

Douglass’s autobiography was instrumental in bolstering the abolitionist cause. It challenged pro-slavery
narratives by humanizing the enslaved and demonstrating the intellectual and moral capacities of African

Anmericans. The narrative encouraged activism and legislative efforts aimed at ending slavery.

Content and Themes in the Autobiography

The autobiography of Frederick Douglass is rich with themes and motifs that explore identity, freedom,

education, and resistance. Its content is both a personal memoir and a broader social critique.



Journey from Slavery to Freedom

The narrative traces Douglass’s transition from enslavement to self-liberation, emphasizing the
transformative power of knowledge and self-determination. His escape from bondage symbolizes the

universal quest for freedom and dignity.

Importance of Education

One of the central themes is the critical role education played in Douglass’s emancipation. Learning to read
and write was a revolutionary act that empowered him to question his condition and articulate the

injustices of slavery.

Resistance and Activism

Douglass’s story underscores the importance of resistance, both passive and active, against oppression. His
involvement in abolitionist circles, speeches, and writings exemplifies the strategies used to combat slavery

and advocate for human rights.

Slavery and its brutal realities

Self-education and empowerment

Escape and freedom

Abolitionist activism

Human dignity and equality

Features of the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass PDF

The PDF version of the autobiography offers several advantages for readers and researchers, enhancing

accessibility and usability.

Accessibility and Convenience

The autobiography of Frederick Douglass PDF can be easily downloaded and accessed on multiple devices,

including computers, tablets, and smartphones. This convenience makes it an ideal resource for students,



educators, and history enthusiasts.

Searchability and Annotation

Digital format allows readers to quickly search for specific passages, keywords, or themes within the text.
Additionally, many PDF readers enable annotation, highlighting, and note-taking, facilitating detailed

study and analysis.

Preservation of Original Text

High-quality PDFs often preserve the formatting and pagination of original editions, ensuring historical

accuracy and authenticity. This feature is particularly valuable for academic citation and research purposes.

How to Access and Use the PDF

Accessing the autobiography of Frederick Douglass PDF is straightforward thanks to its widespread

availability through various platforms.

Sources for Downloading

The PDF can be found on reputable educational websites, digital libraries, and archives dedicated to
historical documents. Many versions are available free of charge, making the text accessible to a wide

audience.

Using the PDF for Study

When using the autobiography of Frederick Douglass PDF for academic or personal study, consider the
following tips:

Utilize the search function to locate key themes or quotes.

Make annotations to highlight important passages or insights.

Compare different editions to understand textual variations.

Use the PDF alongside secondary literature for comprehensive analysis.

¢ Incorporate excerpts into research papers with proper citation.



Impact and Legacy of the Autobiography

The autobiography of Frederick Douglass remains a foundational text in American literature, history, and
civil rights discourse. Its influence extends beyond the 19th century, continuing to inspire movements for

equality and justice worldwide.

Educational Importance

Douglass’s narrative is a staple in educational curricula, offering students a critical perspective on slavery
and the fight for freedom. The availability of the autobiography in PDF form supports diverse learning

environments and promotes literary scholarship.

Cultural and Social Influence

The autobiography has shaped cultural understanding of slavery and African American history. It has been
referenced in numerous works of literature, film, and academic studies, underscoring its enduring

relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a free PDF of the Autobiography of Frederick
Douglass?

You can find a free PDF of the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass on websites like Project Gutenberg,

Internet Archive, and Google Books.

Is the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass available in the public
domain?

Yes, the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass was published in the 19th century and is now in the public

domain, making it freely available online in formats like PDF.

What are the main themes covered in the Autobiography of Frederick
Douglass?

The autobiography covers themes such as slavery, freedom, identity, education, and social justice,



highlighting Douglass's journey from slavery to becoming a leading abolitionist.

Can I use the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass PDF for academic

research?

Yes, since the text is in the public domain, you can freely use the PDF for academic research, citations, and

study purposes.

Are there annotated versions of the Autobiography of Frederick Douglass
available in PDF format?

Yes, some educational publishers and websites offer annotated or annotated editions of the autobiography in

PDF format, providing additional context and explanations.

How reliable are the PDF versions of the Autobiography of Frederick
Douglass found online?

Most PDFs from reputable sources like Project Gutenberg and university websites are reliable and accurate,

but it's best to verify the source to avoid incomplete or altered versions.

Additional Resources

1. My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass
This is the expanded and revised version of Frederick Douglass's first autobiography. It offers a detailed
account of his life as a slave, his quest for freedom, and his views on slavery and abolition. The book

provides deeper insights into his intellectual growth and his early experiences as a lecturer and reformer.

2. The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave
This seminal work is Douglass's original autobiography, first published in 1845. It chronicles his life from
slavery to his escape to freedom and highlights the brutal realities of slavery. The narrative is influential in

Anmerican literature and abolitionist history.

3. Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom by David W. Blight
This comprehensive biography explores Douglass's life beyond his autobiographies, examining his role as an
abolitionist, orator, and statesman. Blight provides a nuanced portrait that situates Douglass within the

broader context of 19th-century America and the abolitionist movement.

4. Douglass and Lincoln: How a Revolutionary Black Leader Created a New American Vision by Paul
Kendrick and Stephen Kendrick
This book explores the dynamic relationship between Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. It delves

into how their ideas about freedom and equality evolved and influenced the course of American history,



highlighting Douglass's impact on Lincoln's policies.

5. The Lite and Writings of Frederick Douglass
This collection compiles Douglass's autobiographies, speeches, and essays, offering a broad perspective on his
thoughts and experiences. It is an excellent resource for understanding the complexity of his ideas and his

lifelong commitment to justice and equality.

6. Frederick Douglass: Autobiographies (Library of America)
This volume includes all three of Douglass's autobiographical works, providing comprehensive insight into
his development as a writer and activist. The collection is annotated and includes historical context, making

it valuable for both scholars and general readers.

7. Slave and Citizen: The Lite of Frederick Douglass by Milton Meltzer
This biography is aimed at younger readers but provides a clear and engaging account of Douglass's life. It
covers his journey from slavery to becoming a leading voice for abolition and civil rights, making his story

accessible to a wide audience.

8. Frederick Douglass: The Lion Who Wrote History by Walter Dean Myers
This illustrated biography presents Douglass's life story with vivid imagery and storytelling. It highlights
his courage, intelligence, and impact on American history, inspiring readers of all ages to learn about his

legacy.

9. Frederick Douglass and the Fight for Freedom by John Stauffer
This book situates Douglass within the broader abolitionist movement and examines his strategies for
fighting slavery. Stauffer emphasizes Douglass's leadership, his use of rhetoric, and his ongoing struggle for

civil rights throughout his lifetime.
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The Enduring Power of Frederick Douglass's Narrative:
A Deep Dive into His Autobiography

Frederick Douglass's Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave stands as a
monumental work in American literature and a pivotal document in the fight against slavery and for
human rights. Its enduring power lies not only in its vivid depiction of the horrors of slavery but also
in its testament to the indomitable human spirit and the transformative power of education and self-
determination. This exploration delves into the key themes and lasting relevance of Douglass's
autobiography, available now as a convenient PDF.

Introduction: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass:
Context and Significance

Understanding Douglass's autobiography requires placing it within its historical context. Born into
slavery in Maryland in the early 1800s, Douglass experienced firsthand the brutal realities of the
institution. His life spanned a period of intense social and political upheaval, marked by the growing
abolitionist movement and the eventual Civil War. His narrative, therefore, is not merely a personal
story; it's a powerful indictment of a system built on oppression and a testament to the resilience of
the human spirit. The significance of the work lies in its ability to humanize the enslaved,
challenging the dehumanizing narratives perpetuated by slaveholders. By giving voice to the
voiceless, Douglass shattered the myth of the happy slave and exposed the inhumane realities of
slavery to a wider audience, both domestically and internationally. This introduction sets the stage
for understanding the profound impact of Douglass's life and the lasting relevance of his powerful
narrative. Accessing the PDF allows for convenient study and reflection on this seminal work.

Chapter 1: Early Life and the Brutality of Slavery: A Narrative
of Trauma and Resilience

This chapter plunges readers into the harrowing realities of Douglass's early life. He vividly recounts
the violence, degradation, and systematic dehumanization inherent in the institution of slavery. The
physical abuse, the separation of families, and the constant threat of violence are depicted with
brutal honesty, forcing readers to confront the horrific truth of slavery. However, amidst the



darkness, Douglass's narrative highlights his remarkable resilience. Even in the face of
unimaginable cruelty, he displays an unwavering determination to survive and ultimately to escape.
This early resilience, fueled by a burgeoning desire for freedom and knowledge, lays the foundation
for his later activism and leadership. The detailed descriptions within the PDF offer a powerful and
unflinching look into the lives of enslaved people.

Chapter 2: The Struggle for Literacy: Knowledge as a Weapon
of Liberation

One of the most compelling aspects of Douglass's story is his relentless pursuit of literacy. Denied
education by his enslavers, he understood that knowledge was the key to his freedom. His
clandestine efforts to learn to read and write, often facing severe punishment for his defiance,
highlight the power of education as a tool for liberation. This section of the autobiography
underscores the profound connection between knowledge and empowerment. Douglass's struggles
showcase the lengths to which enslaved people would go to gain control over their own lives and
destinies. The PDF provides ample opportunity to analyze Douglass's intellectual journey and the
transformative power of literacy in his life.

Chapter 3: Escape to Freedom: A Daring Act of Defiance and
the Road to a New Life

Douglass's escape from slavery is a thrilling and inspiring narrative. The detailed account of his
daring plan, the risks he took, and the assistance he received from others paints a picture of courage
and determination. This section highlights the collaborative nature of the fight for freedom and the
crucial role of abolitionists in assisting runaway slaves. The journey itself was fraught with danger,
and his successful escape stands as a powerful symbol of hope and resistance. The PDF allows for a
detailed examination of the strategies used by those escaping bondage and the networks that
supported them.

Chapter 4: Abolitionist Activism and Public Speaking: The
Power of Voice and Advocacy

Having escaped to freedom, Douglass dedicated his life to the abolitionist cause. His powerful
oratory skills and eloquent writing made him a leading figure in the movement. This chapter
explores his role as a public speaker, detailing his compelling speeches that challenged the moral
and ethical foundations of slavery. The impact of his words resonated across the nation and beyond,
galvanizing support for the abolitionist movement and influencing public opinion. The PDF provides
access to his compelling speeches, further emphasizing the power and impact of his advocacy.



Chapter 5: Douglass's Writings and Philosophical
Contributions: Shaping Anti-Slavery Discourse

Douglass's contributions extended beyond his speeches. His prolific writings shaped anti-slavery
discourse and laid the groundwork for future movements for social justice. This chapter examines
his insightful essays and articles, exploring his philosophical perspectives on freedom, equality, and
human dignity. His ability to articulate the moral bankruptcy of slavery and the urgent need for
social reform solidified his position as an intellectual giant of his time. The PDF provides a valuable
opportunity to analyze his writings and their lasting influence on the development of anti-slavery
thought.

Chapter 6: Life After Emancipation: Challenges and Continued
Fight for Equality

The emancipation proclamation did not mark the end of Douglass’s fight for equality. This chapter
explores the challenges he faced in the post-slavery era, including the persistent racism and
inequality that plagued American society. Douglass continued to advocate for civil rights, women's
suffrage, and equal opportunity for all. His unrelenting dedication to social justice even after the
abolition of slavery highlights his commitment to a truly equitable society. The PDF provides a
crucial insight into the complexities of Reconstruction and the ongoing struggle for racial justice.

Chapter 7: Douglass's Legacy: Enduring Impact on the Fight
for Civil Rights

Douglass's legacy continues to inspire generations of activists and social justice advocates. This
chapter examines the enduring impact of his life and work on the fight for civil rights and social
justice. His unwavering commitment to equality, his powerful rhetoric, and his insightful writings
continue to resonate today, serving as a beacon of hope and inspiration for those striving for a more
just and equitable world. The PDF offers a unique opportunity to reflect on Douglass's enduring
relevance in contemporary society.

Conclusion: The Timeless Relevance of Frederick Douglass's
Narrative

Frederick Douglass's autobiography remains a powerful and essential text today. Its relevance
transcends its historical context, offering valuable lessons about the enduring struggle for freedom,
equality, and justice. The narrative serves as a constant reminder of the fragility of democracy and
the ongoing fight for human rights. By accessing this PDF, readers can engage directly with



Douglass’s powerful words and continue to learn from his extraordinary life.

FAQs

1. Where can I find a free PDF of Frederick Douglass's autobiography? Many websites offer free
PDFs, but verify the source's legitimacy to ensure accuracy and avoid copyright infringement.
Project Gutenberg is a reliable source for public domain works.

2. Is the PDF version of the autobiography complete and unabridged? This depends on the specific
PDF source. Always check the description to confirm its completeness.

3. What is the significance of Douglass learning to read and write? Literacy was a crucial step in
Douglass's path to freedom, representing self-empowerment and access to knowledge.

4. How did Douglass's autobiography contribute to the abolitionist movement? It humanized the
enslaved, challenging pro-slavery arguments and swaying public opinion against the institution.

5. What makes Douglass's writing style so effective? His combination of vivid storytelling, powerful
imagery, and unwavering honesty resonates deeply with readers.

6. What were the key challenges Douglass faced after emancipation? He continued to fight for racial
equality and civil rights in the face of persistent discrimination and prejudice.

7. How is Douglass's legacy relevant today? His fight for social justice and equality continues to
inspire activists and advocates worldwide.

8. What are some key themes explored in the autobiography? Slavery, freedom, education,
resilience, resistance, and the pursuit of equality.

9. Can I use this PDF for academic purposes? Yes, provided you cite the source appropriately and
adhere to any copyright restrictions.
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1. Frederick Douglass's Escape from Slavery: A detailed account of his daring flight to freedom and
the challenges he faced.

2. The Power of Literacy in Frederick Douglass's Life: An analysis of the transformative role of
education in his journey.

3. Frederick Douglass's Rhetorical Strategies: An examination of his compelling oratory style and its
impact on the abolitionist movement.



4. Comparing Douglass's Narrative to other Slave Narratives: A comparative study highlighting
unique aspects of his autobiography.

5. Frederick Douglass and the Women's Suffrage Movement: Exploring his advocacy for women's
rights and equality.
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9. Teaching Frederick Douglass's Autobiography in the Classroom: Strategies for effective
engagement with this powerful text in educational settings.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK
DOUGIASS FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 2022-08-25 - This book contains custom design elements for
each chapter. This classic of American literature, a dramatic autobiography of the early life of an
American slave, was first published in 1845, when its author had just achieved his freedom. Its
shocking first-hand account of the horrors of slavery became an international best seller. His
eloquence led Frederick Douglass to become the first great African-American leader in the United
States. ¢ Douglass rose through determination, brilliance and eloquence to shape the American
Nation. *» He was an abolitionist, human rights and women'’s rights activist, orator, author,
journalist, publisher and social reformer ¢ His personal relationship with Abraham Lincoln helped
persuade the President to make emancipation a cause of the Civil War.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Life and Times of Frederick Douglass Frederick
Douglass, 1882 Frederick Douglass recounts early years of abuse, his dramatic escape to the North
and eventual freedom, abolitionist campaigns, and his crusade for full civil rights for former slaves.
It is also the only of Douglass's autobiographies to discuss his life during and after the Civil War,
including his encounters with American presidents such as Lincoln, Grant, and Garfield.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass: the Colored Orator
Frederic May Holland, 1891

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass, 2011-07-06 In 1845, runaway slave Frederick Douglass became, almost
overnight, the most celebrated African American author in history with the publication of his
Narrative. In stark, powerful prose, he conveyed his observations of owners and overseers, the
demoralizing effects of slavery on both slave and slaveholder, and his own triumph over oppression.
In the latter part of the century, Douglass became a public figure of enormous stature: an orator, a
newspaper publisher, and a statesman. But he is perhaps best remembered as America's first major
African American writer, a man whose work still makes a powerful impact on both our minds and
hearts. For a new perspective on Douglass' narrative, Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s, introduction
examines its literary and social importance, and considers the issues Douglass raised as the
foundation for today's field of African American studies. Gates's illuminating insights, and an
extensive bibliography, make this edition essential reading for scholars, historians, and students of
African American literature.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Life of Frederick Douglass David F. Walker,
2019-01-08 A graphic novel biography of the escaped slave, abolitionist, public speaker, and most




photographed man of the nineteenth century, based on his autobiographical writings and speeches,
spotlighting the key events and people that shaped the life of this great American. Recently returned
to the cultural spotlight, Frederick Douglass's impact on American history is felt even in today's
current events. Comic book writer and filmmaker David F. Walker joins with the art team of Damon
Smyth and Marissa Louise to bring the long, exciting, and influential life of Douglass to life in comic
book form. Taking you from Douglass's life as a young slave through his forbidden education to his
escape and growing prominence as a speaker, abolitionist, and influential cultural figure during the
Civil War and beyond, The Life of Frederick Douglass presents a complete illustrated portrait of the
man who stood up and spoke out for freedom and equality. Along the way, special features provide
additional background on the history of slavery in the United States, the development of
photography (which would play a key role in the spread of Douglass's image and influence), and the
Civil War. Told from Douglass's point of view and based on his own writings, The Life of Frederick
Douglass provides an up-close-and-personal look at a history-making American who was larger than
life.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Oration by Frederick Douglass. Delivered on
the Occasion of the Unveiling of the Freedmen's Monument in Memory of Abraham
Lincoln, in Lincoln Park, Washington, D.C., April 14th, 1876, with an Appendix Frederick
Douglass, 2024-06-14 Reprint of the original, first published in 1876.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Columbian Orator Caleb Bingham,
2018-10-10 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been
proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements
with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass in Context Michaél Roy,
2021-07-08 Frederick Douglass in Context provides an in-depth introduction to the multifaceted life
and times of Frederick Douglass, the nineteenth-century's leading black activist and one of the most
celebrated American writers. An international team of scholars sheds new light on the environments
and communities that shaped Douglass's career. The book challenges the myth of Douglass as a
heroic individualist who towered over family, friends, and colleagues, and reveals instead a man who
relied on others and drew strength from a variety of personal and professional relations and
networks. This volume offers both a comprehensive representation of Douglass and a series of
concentrated studies of specific aspects of his work. It will be a key resource for students, scholars,
teachers, and general readers interested in Douglass and his tireless fight for freedom, justice, and
equality for all.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Lives of Frederick Douglass Robert S.
Levine, 2016-01-07 Frederick Douglass’s changeable sense of his own life story is reflected in his
many conflicting accounts of events during his journey from slavery to freedom. Robert S. Levine
creates a fascinating collage of this elusive subject—revisionist biography at its best, offering new
perspectives on Douglass the social reformer, orator, and writer.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass Philip S. Foner, Yuval Taylor,
2000-04-01 One of the greatest African American leaders and one of the most brilliant minds of his
time, Frederick Douglass spoke and wrote with unsurpassed eloquence on almost all the major
issues confronting the American people during his life—from the abolition of slavery to women's
rights, from the Civil War to lynching, from American patriotism to black nationalism. Between 1950
and 1975, Philip S. Foner collected the most important of Douglass's hundreds of speeches, letters,
articles, and editorials into an impressive five-volume set, now long out of print. Abridged and



condensed into one volume, and supplemented with several important texts that Foner did not
include, this compendium presents the most significant, insightful, and elegant short works of
Douglass's massive oeuvre.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Mind of Frederick Douglass Waldo E.
Martin Jr., 2000-11-09 Frederick Douglass was unquestionably the foremost black American of the
nineteenth century. The extraordinary life of this former slave turned abolitionist orator, newspaper
editor, social reformer, race leader, and Republican party advocate has inspired many biographies
over the years. This, however, is the first full-scale study of the origins, contours, development, and
significance of Douglass's thought. Brilliant and to a large degree self-taught, Douglass personified
intellectual activism; he possessed a sincere concern for the uses and consequences of ideas. Both
his people's struggle for liberation and his individual experiences, which he envisioned as
symbolizing that struggle, provided the basis and structure for his intellectual maturation. As a
representative American, he internalized and, thus, reflected major currents in the contemporary
American mind. As a representative Afro-American, he revealed in his thinking the deep-seated
influence of race on Euro-American, Afro-American, or, broadly conceived, American consciousness.
He sought to resolve in his thinking the dynamic tension between his identities as a black and as an
American. Martin assesses not only how Douglass dealt with this enduring conflict, but also the
extent of his success. An inveterate belief in a universal and egalitarian humanism unified Douglass's
thought. This grand organizing principle reflected his intellectual roots in the three major traditions
of mid-nineteenth-century American thought: Protestant Christianity, the Enlightenment, and
romanticism. Together, these influences buttressed his characteristic optimism. Although
nineteenth-century Afro-American intellectual history derived its central premises and outlook from
concurrent American intellectual history, it offered a searching critique of the latter and its
ramifications. How to square America's rhetoric of freedom, equality, and justice with the reality of
slavery and racial prejudice was the difficulty that confronted such Afro-American thinkers as
Douglass.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, an
American slave. Written by himself. [With] Appendix Frederick Douglass, 1851

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: My Bondage and My Freedom Frederick
Douglass, 2008-08-15 Published in 1855, My Bondage and My Freedom is the second autobiography
by Frederick Douglass. Douglass reflects on the various aspects of his life, first as a slave and than
as a freeman. He depicts the path his early life took, his memories of being owned, and how he
managed to achieve his freedom. This is an inspirational account of a man who struggled for respect
and position in life.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass David W. Blight, 2020-01-07
* Selected as One of the Best Books of the 21st Century by The New York Times * Winner of the
Pulitzer Prize in History * “Extraordinary...a great American biography” (The New Yorker) of the
most important African American of the 19th century: Frederick Douglass, the escaped slave who
became the greatest orator of his day and one of the leading abolitionists and writers of the era. As a
young man Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) escaped from slavery in Baltimore, Maryland. He was
fortunate to have been taught to read by his slave owner mistress, and he would go on to become
one of the major literary figures of his time. His very existence gave the lie to slave owners: with
dignity and great intelligence he bore witness to the brutality of slavery. Initially mentored by
William Lloyd Garrison, Douglass spoke widely, using his own story to condemn slavery. By the Civil
War, Douglass had become the most famed and widely travelled orator in the nation. In his unique
and eloquent voice, written and spoken, Douglass was a fierce critic of the United States as well as a
radical patriot. After the war he sometimes argued politically with younger African Americans, but
he never forsook either the Republican party or the cause of black civil and political rights. In this
“cinematic and deeply engaging” (The New York Times Book Review) biography, David Blight has
drawn on new information held in a private collection that few other historian have consulted, as
well as recently discovered issues of Douglass’s newspapers. “Absorbing and even moving...a



brilliant book that speaks to our own time as well as Douglass’s” (The Wall Street Journal), Blight’s
biography tells the fascinating story of Douglass’s two marriages and his complex extended family.
“David Blight has written the definitive biography of Frederick Douglass...a powerful portrait of one
of the most important American voices of the nineteenth century” (The Boston Globe). In addition to
the Pulitzer Prize, Frederick Douglass won the Bancroft, Parkman, Los Angeles Times (biography),
Lincoln, Plutarch, and Christopher awards and was named one of the Best Books of 2018 by The
New York Times Book Review, The Wall Street Journal, The Boston Globe, The Chicago Tribune, The
San Francisco Chronicle, and Time.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass D. H. Dilbeck, 2018-02-01
From his enslavement to freedom, Frederick Douglass was one of America's most extraordinary
champions of liberty and equality. Throughout his long life, Douglass was also a man of profound
religious conviction. In this concise and original biography, D. H. Dilbeck offers a provocative
interpretation of Douglass's life through the lens of his faith. In an era when the role of religion in
public life is as contentious as ever, Dilbeck provides essential new perspective on Douglass's place
in American history. Douglass came to faith as a teenager among African American Methodists in
Baltimore. For the rest of his life, he adhered to a distinctly prophetic Christianity. Imitating the
ancient Hebrew prophets and Jesus Christ, Douglass boldly condemned evil and oppression,
especially when committed by the powerful. Dilbeck shows how Douglass's prophetic Christianity
provided purpose and unity to his wide-ranging work as an author, editor, orator, and reformer. As
America's Prophet, Douglass exposed his nation's moral failures and hypocrisies in the hopes of
creating a more just society. He admonished his fellow Americans to truly abide by the political and
religious ideals they professed to hold most dear. Two hundred years after his birth, Douglass's
prophetic voice remains as timely as ever.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Cambridge Companion to the African
American Slave Narrative Audrey Fisch, 2007-05-31 The slave narrative has become a crucial
genre within African American literary studies and an invaluable record of the experience and
history of slavery in the United States. This Companion examines the slave narrative's relation to
British and American abolitionism, Anglo-American literary traditions such as autobiography and
sentimental literature, and the larger African American literary tradition. Special attention is paid to
leading exponents of the genre such as Olaudah Equiano, Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs, as
well as many other, less well known examples. Further essays explore the rediscovery of the slave
narrative and its subsequent critical reception, as well as the uses to which the genre is put by
modern authors such as Toni Morrison. With its chronology and guide to further reading, the
Companion provides both an easy entry point for students new to the subject and comprehensive
coverage and original insights for scholars in the field.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Slaves Frederick Douglass, 2016-12-16 The
Slaves is nothing but Frederick Douglass's groundbreaking autobiography and his first book
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, written by Himself. We have
renamed the title here as The Slaves to keep the title short as well as to establish that Frederick
Douglass is no longer a name of a particular slave born in nineteenth-century America, but a name
that represents slaves of the entire world and of all time. Even though, we do not wish anyone to be
born into slavery anymore like Frederick was, we have taken him as a symbol of all the slaves as a
wish that all who are still in slavery may have the spirit of Frederick Douglass and fight their ways to
the freedom and work to free other slaves to make the slavery history. The life of Frederick, is in one
way or another, is the lives of all other slaves. Hence, we have named this version of his book The
Slaves.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Picturing Frederick Douglass: An Illustrated
Biography of the Nineteenth Century's Most Photographed American Celeste-Marie Bernier, John
Stauffer, Zoe Trodd, 2015-11-02 Finalist for the Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize A landmark and
collectible volume—beautifully produced in duotone—that canonizes Frederick Douglass through
historic photography. Commemorating the bicentennial of Frederick Douglass’s birthday and



featuring images discovered since its original publication in 2015, this “tour de force” (Library
Journal, starred review) reintroduced Frederick Douglass to a twenty-first-century audience. From
these pages—which include over 160 photographs of Douglass, as well as his previously unpublished
writings and speeches on visual aesthetics—we learn that neither Custer nor Twain, nor even
Abraham Lincoln, was the most photographed American of the nineteenth century. Indeed, it was
Frederick Douglass, the ex-slave-turned-abolitionist, eloquent orator, and seminal writer, who is
canonized here as a leading pioneer in photography and a prescient theorist who believed in the
explosive social power of what was then just an emerging art form. Featuring: Contributions from
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Kenneth B. Morris, Jr. (a direct Douglass descendent) 160 separate
photographs of Douglass—many of which have never been publicly seen and were long lost to
history A collection of contemporaneous artwork that shows how powerful Douglass’s photographic
legacy remains today, over a century after his death All Douglass’s previously unpublished writings
and speeches on visual aesthetics

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Reconstruction (Illustrated) Frederick
Douglass, 2019-07-26 It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men. — Frederick
Douglass - An American Classic! - Includes Images of Frederick Douglass and His Life

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Book Review for "Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass" Joseph Tuttle, 2020-08-17 Literature Review from the year 2019 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 1.0, , language: English, abstract: This is a review and summary of the
book Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. In this book we read about the early life of an
American Slave Frederick Douglass, it is in fact his autobiography. We will see that after getting
sent to Baltimore, Frederick began to have ideas about freedom, after overhearing some cruel words
from his master, and decided to escape to the Northern states where he might be free, like all men
should be. This specific book also contains some of the various works of Frederick, which the author
of this paper will not go over, due to the fact that they do not tell us about his life, only his literary
skills which are quite impressive.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Hypocrisy of American Slavery Frederick
Douglass, 2018-08-05 The Hypocrisy of American Slavery is one of Douglass' classics.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
(Second Edition) Frederick Douglass, 2016-08-31 This revision of the acclaimed and widely assigned
Norton Critical Edition of Frederick Douglass’s great autobiography Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself includes key examples of literary and
cultural analyses that have engaged scholars over the last three decades. This Norton Critical
Edition includes: - Frederick Douglass’s 1845 Narrative, the most influential autobiography of its
kind. - A preface and explanatory footnotes by William L. Andrews and William S. McFeely. -
Contemporary perspectives by Douglass, Margaret Fuller, James Monroe Gregory, and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton. - Essays by William L. Andrews, William S. McFeely, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Deborah
E. McDowell, Houston A. Baker, Jr., Jeannine Marie DeLombard, and Robert D. Richardson, Jr. - A
Chronology and a Selected Bibliography.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: An Address Delivered in Marlboro' Chapel, Boston,
July 4, 1838 William Garrison, P. H. Sweetser, 2024-08-29 Reprint of the original, first published in
1838.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: If I Survive Celeste-Marie Bernier, 2018-08-01
Previously unseen speeches, letters, autobiographies, and photographs of Frederick Douglass and
his sons, Lewis Henry, Frederick Jr. and Charles Remond Douglass, from the Walter O. Evans
collectionWhile the many public lives of Frederick Douglass - as the representative 'fugitive slave',
autobiographer, orator, abolitionist, reformer, philosopher and statesman - are lionised worldwide, If
I Survive sheds light on the private life of Douglass the family man. For the first time, this book
provides readers with a collective biography mapping the activism, authorship and artistry of
Douglass and his sons, Lewis Henry, Frederick Jr. and Charles Remond Douglass. In one volume, the
history of the Douglass family appears alongside full colour facsimile reproductions of their over 80



previously unpublished speeches, letters, autobiographies and photographs held in the Walter O.
Evans Collection. All of life can be found within these pages: romance, hope, despair, love, life,
death, war, protest, politics, art, and friendship. Working together and against a changing backdrop
of US slavery, Civil War and Reconstruction, the Douglass family fought for a new 'dawn of
freedom'.Marking the 200th anniversary of Frederick Douglass' birth, this first collective history and
comprehensive collection of the Douglass family writings and portraits sheds new light not only on
Douglass as a freedom-fighter and family man but on the lives and works of Lewis Henry, Frederick
Jr., and Charles Remond. As civil rights protesters, essayists, autobiographers, and orators in their
own right, they each played a vital role in the 'struggles for the cause of liberty' of their father. As
published here, each of their original writings and portraits is accompanied by an explanatory essay
and in-depth scholarly annotatations as well as a detailed bibliography.Recognising that the
Frederick Douglass that is needed in a twenty-first century Black Lives Matter era is no infallible
icon but a mortal individual, If I Survive situates the lives and works of Douglass and his family
within the social, political, historical and cultural contexts in which they lived and worked. Each
unafraid to die for the cause, they dedicated their lives to the emancipation of the slave and to social
justice by every means necessary.The Foreword is written by Robert S. Levine and the Afterword is
authored by Kim F. Hall.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: My Escape from Slavery Frederick Douglass,
2017-10-24 Frederick Douglass was born a slave in Maryland around February 1818. He escaped in
1838, but in each of the three accounts he wrote of his life he did not give any details of how he
gained his freedom lest slaveholders use the information to prevent other slaves from escaping, and
to prevent those who had helped him from being punished.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Thirty Years a Slave Louis Hughes, 2006-05-22 I
was born in Virginia, in 1832, near Charlottesville, in the beautiful valley of the Rivanna river. My
father was a white man and my mother a negress, the slave of one John Martin. I was a mere child,
probably not more than six years of age, as I remember, when my mother, two brothers and myself
were sold to Dr. Louis, a practicing physician in the village of Scottsville. We remained with him
about five years, when he died, and, in the settlement of his estate, I was sold to one Washington
Fitzpatrick, a merchant of the village. He kept me a short time when he took me to Richmond, by
way of canal-boat, expecting to sell me; but as the market was dull, he brought me back and kept me
some three months longer, when he told me he had hired me out to work on a canal-boat running to
Richmond, and to go to my mother and get my clothes ready to start on the trip. I went to her as
directed, and, when she had made ready my bundle, she bade me good-by with tears in her eyes,
saying: My son, be a good boy; be polite to every one, and always behave yourself properly.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Terry M. West, 1999 A graphic novel, based on Frederick Douglass' autobiography, tells the story of
a slave who was determined to be free.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Arming Slaves Christopher Leslie Brown, Philip
D. Morgan, 2008-10-01 Arming slaves as soldiers is a counterintuitive idea. Yet throughout history,
in many varied societies, slaveholders have entrusted slaves with the use of deadly force. This book
is the first to survey the practice broadly across space and time, encompassing the cultures of
classical Greece, the early Islamic kingdoms of the Near East, West and East Africa, the British and
French Caribbean, the United States, and Latin America. To facilitate cross-cultural comparisons,
each chapter addresses four crucial issues: the social and cultural facts regarding the arming of
slaves, the experience of slave soldiers, the ideological origins and consequences of equipping
enslaved peoples for battle, and the impact of the practice on the status of slaves and slavery itself.
What emerges from the book is a new historical understanding: the arming of slaves is neither
uncommon nor paradoxical but is instead both predictable and explicable.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Slavery in America Dorothy Schneider, Carl ].
Schneider, 2014-05-14 Presents the history of slavery in America from colonial times through the
U.S. Civil War.




autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Harriet Tubman Ann Petry, 2015-09-08 A New York
Times Outstanding Book for young adult readers, this biography of the famed Underground Railroad
abolitionist is a lesson in valor and justice. Born into slavery, Harriet Tubman knew the thirst for
freedom. Inspired by rumors of an “underground railroad” that carried slaves to liberation, she
dreamed of escaping the nightmarish existence of the Southern plantations and choosing a life of
her own making. But after she finally did escape, Tubman made a decision born of profound courage
and moral conviction: to go back and help those she’d left behind. As an activist on the Underground
Railroad, a series of safe houses running from South to North and eventually into Canada, Tubman
delivered more than three hundred souls to freedom. She became an insidious threat to the
Southern establishment—and a symbol of hope to slaves everywhere. In this “well-written and
moving life of the ‘Moses of her people’”’ (The Horn Book), an acclaimed author makes vivid and
accessible the life of a national hero, soon to be immortalized on the twenty-dollar bill. This intimate
portrait follows Tubman on her journey from bondage to freedom, from childhood to the frontlines of
the abolition movement and even the Civil War. In addition to being named a New York Times
Outstanding Book, Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad was also selected as an
American Library Association Notable Book.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The American Revolution Robert Marshall, Jake
Henderson, 2013-08-20 The American Revolution Have you struggled with finding good resources?
This book contains 35 ready-made lessons for teachers to use in the classroom! This is the complete
collection of Reading Through History's seven-part American Revolution series. It contains 35
readings centered around the years leading up to America's War for Independence and the events
that took place during the conflict. Each one-page reading also has student activities to accompany
the material. The lessons include guided reading activities, true and false questions, vocabulary
activities, student response essay questions, and multiple choice reading comprehension questions
for each lesson. There is also a section word builder to wrap up the activities and two ready-made
tests. This workbook has the materials any teacher would need to thoroughly cover the events and
figures of the American Revolution. There is enough material to get you through 5-6 weeks of the
school year. Topics covered in the material include: Table of Contents: Unit 1: The French and
Indian War Pg. 1 Proclamation of 1763 Pg. 5 The Albany Plan of Union and Committees of
Correspondence Pg. 9 The Stamp Act Pg. 13 The Stamp Act Repealed Pg. 17 Unit 2: The Townshend
Acts Pg. 22 The Boston Massacre Pg. 26 The Boston Tea Party Pg. 30 The Intolerable Acts Pg. 34
First Continental Congress Pg. 38 The Road to Revolution Post Assessment Pg. 43 Unit 3: Lexington
and Concord Pg. 47 Patriots and Loyalists Pg. 51 Second Continental Congress Pg. 55 Ticonderoga
and Bunker Hill Pg. 59 The Two Sides Pg. 63 Unit 4: Canada and New York Pg. 68 Common Sense
Pg. 72 The Committee of Five Pg. 76 Declaring Independence Pg. 80 The Declaration of
Independence Pg. 84 Unit 5: Women in the Revolutionary War Pg. 89 The Leadership of George
Washington Pg. 93 The Crisis Pg. 97 Victories in New Jersey Pg. 101 Saratoga Pg. 105 Unit 6: Help
from France Pg. 110 African Americans in the Revolution Pg. 114 A Widening War Pg. 118 Valley
Forge Pg. 122 John Paul Jones Pg. 126 Unit 7: The War in the South Pg. 131 Guerrilla Warfare Pg.
135 Benedict Arnold Pg. 139 The Battle of Yorktown Pg. 143 Treaty of Paris Pg. 147 American
Revolution Post Evaluation Pg. 152

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Cambridge Companion to Frederick Douglass
Maurice S. Lee, 2009-06-11 An engaging and informative overview of the life and works of Frederick
Douglass.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: No Compromise with Slavery William Lloyd
Garrison, 2014-07-18 Ladies and Gentlemen: An earnest espousal of the Anti-Slavery cause for a
quarter of a century, under circumstances which have served in a special manner to identify my
name and labours with it, will shield me from the charge of egotism, in assuming to be its
exponent—at least for myself—on this occasion. All that I can compress within the limits of a single
lecture, by way of its elucidation, it shall be my aim to accomplish. I will make a clean breast of it.
You shall know all that is in my heart pertaining to Slavery, its supporters, and apologists.



autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Complete Autobiographies of Frederick
Douglass Frederick Douglass, 2013-05-20 Overview Here in one omnibus edition are all three of
Frederick Douglass' landmark autobiographies. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is one of
the most influential autobiographies ever written. This classic did as much as or more than any other
book to motivate the abolitionist to continue to fight for freedom in American. Frederick Douglass
was born a slave, he escaped a brutal system and through sheer force of will educated himself and
became an abolitionist, editor, orator, author, statesman, and reformer. This is one of the most
unlikely and powerful success stories ever written. In Frederick Douglass' autobiography My
Bondage and My Freedom we can see the power of literacy and belief. Douglass transforms himself
from slave to an abolitionist, journalist, orator, and one of the most powerful voices to emerge from
the American civil rights movement with little more than force of will. His breadth of his
accomplishments gave hope to generations of people who came after him in their fight for civil
rights.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: The Book of Life Sojourner Truth, 1999 The story
of Sojourner Truth, a self made woman who lived over 100 years, freed herself and her baby from
bondage and went down in history as one of the most important black female freedom fighters.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: NEW REIGN OF TERROR IN THE SLA William
Lloyd 1805-1879 Garrison, 2016-08-28 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Address Delivered in Boston, New York and
Philadelphia (Classic Reprint) William Lloyd Garrison, 2018-01-13 Excerpt from Address Delivered in
Boston, New York and Philadelphia On such a theme, 'twere impious to be calm Passion is reason,
transport temper here. No! No! I never will dilute or modify my language against slavery - against
the plunderers of my fellow men - against American kidnappers. They shall have my honest opinions.
Of their conduct. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Frederick Douglass Timothy Sandefur, 2018-03-06
Born into slavery in 1818, Frederick Douglass rose to become one of the nation's foremost
intellectuals--a statesman, author, lecturer, and scholar who helped lead the fight against slavery
and racial oppression. Unlike other leading abolitionists, however, Douglass embraced the U.S.
Constitution, insisting that it was an essentially anti-slavery document and that its guarantees for
individual rights belonged to all Americans, of whatever race. As the nation pauses to remember
Douglass on his bicentennial, Frederick Douglass: Self-Made Man gives us an insightful glimpse into
the mind of one of America's greatest thinkers.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of Sojourner Truth Illustrated Sojourner
Truth, 2021-04-05 At a time when the cooperation between white abolitionists and African



Americans was limited, as was the alliance between the woman suffrage movement and the
abolitionists, Sojourner Truth was a figure that brought all factions together by her skills as a public
speaker and by her common sense. She worked with acumen to claim and actively gain rights for all
human beings, starting with those who were enslaved, but not excluding women, the poor, the
homeless, and the unemployed. Truth believed that all people could be enlightened about their
actions and choose to behave better if they were educated by others, and persistently acted upon
these beliefs.

autobiography of frederick douglass pdf: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass - the
Original Classic Edition Frederick Douglass, 2013-03 Finally available, a high quality book of the
original classic edition of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. It was previously published by
other bona fide publishers, and is now, after many years, back in print. This is a new and freshly
published edition of this culturally important work by Frederick Douglass, which is now, at last,
again available to you. Get the PDF and EPUB NOW as well. Included in your purchase you have
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass in EPUB AND PDF format to read on any tablet, eReader,
desktop, laptop or smartphone simultaneous - Get it NOW. Enjoy this classic work today. These
selected paragraphs distill the contents and give you a quick look inside Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass: Look inside the book: Fortunate, most fortunate occurrence -fortunate for the
millions of his manacled brethren, yet panting for deliverance from their awful thraldom -fortunate
for the cause of negro emancipation, and of universal liberty -fortunate for the land of his birth,
which he has already done so much to save and bless -fortunate for a large circle of friends and
acquaintances, whose sympathy and affection he has strongly secured by the many sufferings he has
endured, by his virtuous traits of character, by his ever-abiding remembrance of those who are in
bonds, as being bound with them -fortunate for the multitudes, in various parts of our republic,
whose minds he has enlightened on the subject of slavery, and who have been melted to tears by his
pathos, or roused to virtuous indignation by his stirring eloquence against the enslavers of men
-fortunate for himself, as it at once brought him into the field of public usefulness, 'gave the world
assurance of a MAN, ' quickened the slumbering energies of his soul, and consecrated him to the
great work of breaking the rod of the oppressor, and letting the oppressed go free ...The master is
frequently compelled to sell this class of his slaves, out of deference to the feelings of his white wife;
and, cruel as the deed may strike any one to be, for a man to sell his own children to human
flesh-mongers, it is often the dictate of humanity for him to do so; for, unless he does this, he must
not only whip them himself, but must stand by and see one white son tie up his brother, of but few
shades darker complexion than himself, and ply the gory lash to his naked back; and if he lisp one
word of disapproval, it is set down to his parental partiality, and only makes a bad matter worse,
both for himself and the slave whom he would protect and defend. About Frederick Douglass, the
Author: But Douglass also asked, 'Can any colored man, or any white man friendly to the freedom of
all men, ever forget the night which followed the first day of January 1863, when the world was to
see if Abraham Lincoln would prove to be as good as his word?' ...From page 33: 'My point here is,
first, the Constitution is, according to its reading, an anti-slavery document; and, secondly, to
dissolve the Union, as a means to abolish slavery, is about as wise as it would be to burn up this city,
in order to get the thieves out of it.
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