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writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf serves as an essential resource for
aspiring and experienced writers aiming to master the art of storytelling. This guidebook
delves into the fundamental elements that construct engaging narratives, offering detailed
insights into character development, plot structure, point of view, and thematic depth. By
exploring the techniques and strategies outlined in this comprehensive manual, writers can
elevate their fiction writing skills to create compelling and immersive stories. The
availability of the guide in PDF format makes it accessible for readers seeking a portable
and easily referenced tool. This article will examine the key components of the guide,
highlighting its utility in enhancing narrative craft and providing practical advice for
effective fiction writing. Readers will gain an understanding of how this resource can
transform their approach to crafting fiction through structured learning and applied
narrative techniques.

Understanding Narrative Craft

Core Elements of Fiction Writing

Techniques for Effective Storytelling

Utilizing the PDF Guide for Writing Improvement

Understanding Narrative Craft
Narrative craft refers to the deliberate techniques and methods employed by writers to
construct a coherent and captivating story. Within the context of the writing fiction a
guide to narrative craft pdf, narrative craft encompasses the structural and stylistic
choices that shape a narrative’s flow and impact. Understanding this craft involves
recognizing how various narrative components interact to engage readers and convey
meaning effectively.

The Role of Structure in Narrative Craft
Structure forms the backbone of any narrative, guiding the progression from exposition
through climax to resolution. The guide emphasizes the importance of organizing plot
points logically to maintain reader interest and ensure clarity. It covers traditional
structures such as the three-act framework, as well as alternative forms that experiment
with chronology and perspective.



Voice and Style Considerations
Voice and style define how a story is told, influencing tone, mood, and reader connection.
The guide explores how writers can develop a unique narrative voice that aligns with their
thematic intentions and enhances the storytelling experience. It also addresses stylistic
devices that add texture and depth to fiction.

Core Elements of Fiction Writing
At the heart of the writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf are the foundational
elements that constitute compelling fiction. These include character creation, plot
development, setting, point of view, and theme. Mastery of these components is essential
for producing narratives that resonate with audiences.

Character Development
Characters drive the story forward and embody its emotional core. The guide provides
strategies for crafting multidimensional characters with clear motivations, conflicts, and
growth arcs. It highlights the necessity of aligning character actions with narrative goals to
maintain coherence.

Plot and Conflict
Plot refers to the sequence of events that unfold within a story, while conflict introduces
challenges that create tension and interest. The guide details methods for building strong,
purposeful plots that incorporate escalating conflicts, climaxes, and satisfying resolutions.

Setting and World-Building
Setting situates the narrative in a specific time and place, contributing to atmosphere and
plausibility. The guide encourages writers to develop immersive worlds that support the
narrative’s themes and character dynamics, whether realistic or fantastical.

Point of View and Narrative Perspective
The choice of point of view shapes how readers perceive the story and its characters. The
guide discusses various narrative perspectives, such as first-person, third-person limited,
and omniscient, advising on their respective advantages and challenges.

Theme and Symbolism
Themes convey the underlying messages or questions the story explores. Symbolism
enriches narrative layers by associating objects, characters, or events with broader



meanings. The guide instructs on weaving these elements subtly and effectively throughout
the narrative.

Techniques for Effective Storytelling
Beyond foundational elements, the writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf
presents numerous techniques that enhance storytelling quality. These methods focus on
pacing, dialogue, imagery, and revision strategies that refine the narrative’s impact.

Pacing and Timing
Pacing controls the rhythm of a story, balancing moments of action with reflection to
sustain reader engagement. The guide advises on manipulating scene length, sentence
structure, and chapter breaks to create dynamic pacing suited to the narrative’s tone.

Dialogue and Character Interaction
Effective dialogue reveals character personalities and advances the plot while maintaining
naturalness. The guide offers tips for writing authentic speech patterns, managing subtext,
and integrating dialogue with narrative description.

Imagery and Sensory Details
Imagery strengthens the reader’s sensory experience and emotional connection. The guide
encourages the use of vivid descriptions and sensory language to create immersive scenes
without overwhelming the narrative.

Revision and Editing Techniques
Revision is critical to refining narrative clarity, coherence, and style. The guide outlines
systematic approaches to editing, including self-assessment checklists and peer feedback
utilization to polish the manuscript effectively.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
The guide also identifies frequent mistakes in fiction writing, such as over-explaining,
inconsistent characterization, and plot holes. Understanding these pitfalls helps writers
maintain narrative integrity and reader trust.



Utilizing the PDF Guide for Writing Improvement
The writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf format offers distinct advantages for
writers seeking to improve their craft. Its structured layout and portability facilitate focused
study and practical application.

Accessibility and Portability
Being available as a PDF, the guide can be accessed on multiple devices, allowing writers to
study narrative craft anytime and anywhere. This accessibility supports consistent learning
and reference during the writing process.

Structured Learning Modules
The guide is often organized into clearly defined sections or modules, each addressing
specific aspects of narrative craft. This organization helps writers systematically build their
skills and track progress.

Incorporation of Exercises and Examples
Practical exercises embedded within the guide encourage active engagement, reinforcing
theoretical concepts through application. Examples from notable fiction illustrate
techniques in action, aiding comprehension and inspiration.

Integration with Writing Practice
Using the guide alongside regular writing practice enables writers to implement learned
techniques immediately, fostering skill retention and creative growth. The PDF format
allows for annotation and note-taking, enhancing personalized learning.

Supplementary Resources and Updates
Many versions of the guide include or recommend supplementary materials such as
worksheets, checklists, and updated content reflecting evolving narrative trends. This
continuous support aids writers in staying current with best practices.

Understand narrative components for better storytelling

Develop multidimensional characters and structured plots

Master narrative techniques like pacing and dialogue

Leverage the PDF format for accessible and organized learning



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to
Narrative Craft' PDF legally?
You can find 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft' PDF through official sources such
as university libraries, authorized eBook retailers, or the publisher's website to ensure legal
access.

What topics does 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative
Craft' cover?
The book covers essential elements of fiction writing including narrative techniques,
character development, plot construction, point of view, dialogue, and revision strategies.

Who is the author of 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to
Narrative Craft'?
Janet Burroway is the author of 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft,' a widely
respected textbook in creative writing.

Is 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft' suitable
for beginners?
Yes, the book is designed for both beginners and intermediate writers, providing clear
explanations and practical exercises to improve narrative skills.

Are there exercises included in the PDF version of
'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft'?
Yes, the book includes numerous writing exercises and prompts that help readers practice
and apply narrative techniques.

What edition of 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative
Craft' is most recommended?
The most recent edition is recommended as it includes updated examples, contemporary
writing advice, and refined content reflecting current narrative trends.

Can 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft' PDF be
used in academic courses?
Yes, it is widely used as a textbook in creative writing courses at universities and colleges



due to its comprehensive coverage of fiction writing principles.

Does the book discuss modern narrative styles or just
traditional methods?
The book discusses both traditional narrative techniques and modern styles, helping writers
adapt to evolving storytelling forms.

How can 'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft'
help improve my storytelling?
By teaching narrative structure, character development, pacing, and voice, the book helps
writers craft compelling and coherent stories that engage readers.

Is there an audiobook or online course associated with
'Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft'?
Some editions may have companion audiobooks or online resources; checking the
publisher's website or educational platforms can provide access to supplementary
materials.

Additional Resources
1. On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King
This book combines a memoir with practical writing advice. Stephen King shares his
personal journey as a writer and provides insights into the habits, tools, and techniques
that have helped him succeed. It's an inspiring and accessible guide for fiction writers of all
levels.

2. Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft by Janet Burroway
A classic and widely used textbook, this guide explores the elements of storytelling,
including character, plot, point of view, and style. It offers examples from contemporary
and classic literature, along with exercises to help writers hone their craft. It's especially
useful for students and serious fiction writers.

3. The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
Though not solely focused on fiction, this concise guide to English style and grammar is
essential for writers. It emphasizes clarity, brevity, and precision in writing, which are
crucial for effective storytelling. Writers of fiction will benefit from the straightforward
advice on sentence structure and usage.

4. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott
This book offers a humorous and heartfelt look at the writing process. Anne Lamott
discusses the challenges and joys of writing fiction, providing practical tips and
encouragement. The book also delves into the emotional aspects of being a writer, making
it a beloved guide for many.



5. Story: Substance, Structure, Style and the Principles of Screenwriting by Robert McKee
Though focused on screenwriting, this book is invaluable for fiction writers interested in
narrative structure. Robert McKee breaks down the components of a compelling story and
explains how to craft scenes and characters that engage audiences. It’s a detailed and
analytical approach to storytelling.

6. The Anatomy of Story: 22 Steps to Becoming a Master Storyteller by John Truby
John Truby offers a comprehensive framework for developing stories that resonate with
readers. This book covers everything from premise to character development to thematic
depth, providing tools to create rich and complex narratives. It is especially helpful for
writers looking to deepen their understanding of story mechanics.

7. Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story by Ursula K.
Le Guin
Written by a celebrated author, this guide focuses on the craft of narrative prose. Ursula K.
Le Guin provides exercises and advice aimed at improving a writer’s voice, point of view,
and narrative technique. The book is both practical and poetic, encouraging writers to find
their own unique style.

8. The Writer’s Journey: Mythic Structure for Writers by Christopher Vogler
This book adapts Joseph Campbell’s monomyth or hero’s journey for writers of fiction and
screenplays. Christopher Vogler explains how mythic structure can be used to craft
compelling and emotionally satisfying stories. It’s a great resource for writers interested in
archetypal storytelling.

9. Self-Editing for Fiction Writers: How to Edit Yourself Into Print by Renni Browne and Dave
King
Focused on the revision process, this practical guide helps fiction writers improve their
manuscripts before submission. It covers common pitfalls in dialogue, exposition, and
pacing, offering clear techniques for tightening prose and enhancing storytelling. This book
is a must-have for writers aiming to polish their work.
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Ever stared at a blank page, the weight of unwritten stories pressing down? Do you dream of
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with your audience?

This ebook arms you with the practical tools and techniques you need to conquer your writer's block
and transform your raw ideas into polished, publishable fiction. We’ll help you navigate the
complexities of storytelling, empowering you to create narratives that captivate, intrigue, and leave
a lasting impression on your readers.

Author: Evelyn Reed (Fictional Author Name)

Contents:

Introduction: The Writer's Journey Begins
Chapter 1: Developing Compelling Characters: Creating believable characters with depth and flaws.
Chapter 2: Plotting Your Story: Mastering narrative structure, from basic plot points to complex
multi-layered narratives.
Chapter 3: Worldbuilding: Crafting immersive and believable settings.
Chapter 4: Show, Don't Tell: Mastering vivid description and evocative language.
Chapter 5: Dialogue That Sings: Writing realistic and engaging conversations.
Chapter 6: Point of View and Narrative Voice: Choosing the right perspective to tell your story.
Chapter 7: Revision and Editing: Polishing your manuscript for publication.
Conclusion: Your Next Writing Adventure

---

# Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft

Introduction: The Writer's Journey Begins

Embarking on the journey of writing fiction can feel daunting. The blank page stares back, a silent
challenge to your creativity. This guide aims to demystify the process, providing you with a
structured approach to crafting compelling narratives. Whether you're a seasoned writer seeking to
refine your craft or a budding author taking your first steps, this comprehensive resource will equip
you with the essential tools and techniques to bring your stories to life. We will explore the
fundamental elements of storytelling, from character development and plotting to world-building
and polishing your manuscript. Remember, the key is consistent practice and a willingness to learn
and experiment. Your unique voice and perspective are your greatest assets. Let's begin!

Chapter 1: Developing Compelling Characters: Creating
Believable Characters with Depth and Flaws



Compelling characters are the heart of any successful story. They drive the plot, elicit emotional
responses from readers, and make the narrative memorable. Avoid creating stereotypes; strive for
authenticity. This chapter will delve into the following key aspects:

1.1 Character Backstory: A well-developed backstory provides the foundation for believable
character behavior and motivations. Consider your character's childhood, significant life events,
relationships, and beliefs. These details, even if not explicitly revealed in the story, will inform their
actions and dialogue.

1.2 Character Arcs: Every compelling character undergoes some form of transformation or growth
throughout the story. This is their character arc. This arc might involve overcoming a major
obstacle, learning a valuable lesson, or changing their perspective. A well-defined arc keeps readers
engaged and invested in the character's journey.

1.3 Character Flaws: Perfect characters are boring. Give your characters flaws, weaknesses, and
vulnerabilities. These imperfections make them relatable and human. Flaws create internal conflict
and drive the plot forward.

1.4 Character Motivation: What drives your character? What are their desires, goals, and fears?
Understanding their motivations is crucial to creating believable actions and reactions. Characters
should have clear objectives, even if those objectives are ultimately thwarted.

1.5 Show, Don't Tell: Avoid simply stating a character's traits. Instead, show the reader through
their actions, dialogue, and interactions with other characters. For example, instead of writing "John
was a kind man," show John performing acts of kindness.

By mastering these techniques, you can create characters that readers will connect with on an
emotional level, making your story truly resonate.

Chapter 2: Plotting Your Story: Mastering Narrative
Structure, From Basic Plot Points to Complex Multi-
layered Narratives

Plot is the backbone of your story, the sequence of events that unfolds to create conflict and
resolution. This chapter explores various plotting techniques, from simple three-act structures to
more complex narratives:

2.1 The Three-Act Structure: A fundamental framework consisting of Setup (introducing characters
and setting), Confrontation (rising action and climax), and Resolution (falling action and
denouement). This structure provides a clear and effective way to organize your story.

2.2 Plot Points: Key moments in the story that propel the narrative forward. These include the
inciting incident (the event that sets the story in motion), plot twists, turning points, and the climax
(the highest point of tension).



2.3 Subplots: Secondary storylines that intertwine with the main plot, adding complexity and depth
to the narrative. Subplots often enrich character development and explore themes in greater detail.

2.4 Narrative Arcs: The overall trajectory of the story, including the rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution. Understanding narrative arcs helps to create a satisfying and complete story.

2.5 Conflict and Resolution: Every good story needs conflict. This can be external (character vs.
character, character vs. nature, character vs. society) or internal (character vs. self). The resolution
should provide a satisfying conclusion, though not necessarily a "happy ending."

Chapter 3: Worldbuilding: Crafting Immersive and
Believable Settings

The setting of your story is more than just a backdrop; it's an integral part of the narrative. This
chapter focuses on creating immersive and believable worlds:

3.1 Setting as Character: The setting itself can be a character in your story, impacting the plot and
characters' actions. Consider the physical environment, the social and political structures, and the
cultural norms.

3.2 Sensory Details: Use vivid sensory details to bring your world to life. Describe sights, sounds,
smells, tastes, and textures to create a rich and immersive experience for the reader.

3.3 Consistency and Logic: Maintain consistency in your worldbuilding. The rules and laws of your
fictional world should be consistent throughout the story. Avoid creating plot holes or
inconsistencies that disrupt the reader's immersion.

3.4 Research: Research can be invaluable in creating believable settings, particularly if your story is
set in a specific time period or location.

3.5 Map Making: Consider creating a map of your fictional world, even if it's only for your own use.
This will help you to maintain consistency and track the movements of your characters.

(Chapters 4-7 would follow a similar detailed structure, covering Show, Don't Tell; Dialogue; Point of
View; and Revision/Editing respectively.)

Conclusion: Your Next Writing Adventure

This guide has provided you with a framework for crafting compelling fiction. Remember, writing is
a journey, not a destination. Embrace the process, experiment with different techniques, and most
importantly, keep writing. The more you write, the better you'll become. Now go forth and create the



stories that are waiting to be told!

---

FAQs

1. What is the best way to overcome writer's block? Try freewriting, brainstorming, outlining, or
changing your writing environment.

2. How can I develop more realistic characters? Observe people in real life, research different
personalities, and give your characters flaws and motivations.

3. What is the importance of worldbuilding? Worldbuilding creates immersion, depth, and
believability, enriching your story.

4. How do I choose the right point of view for my story? Consider which perspective best suits your
narrative and characters.

5. How do I write effective dialogue? Make it realistic, reveal character, and advance the plot.

6. What are some common editing mistakes to avoid? Passive voice, cliché phrases, and inconsistent
tense.

7. What resources are available for writers? Writing groups, workshops, online courses, and
feedback from beta readers.

8. How can I get my work published? Research publishers, agents, or self-publishing options.

9. How long does it take to write a novel? This varies greatly depending on the individual and
project.

Related Articles:

1. Character Development Techniques for Fiction Writers: Explores advanced character building
methods.
2. Mastering Plot Structure: Beyond the Three-Act: Discusses advanced plotting techniques.
3. Worldbuilding 101: Creating Believable Fantasy Worlds: Focuses specifically on fantasy
worldbuilding.
4. Show, Don't Tell: A Practical Guide to Vivid Writing: Provides exercises and examples.
5. The Art of Dialogue: Writing Conversations That Engage: Deep dive into crafting dynamic
dialogue.
6. Choosing the Right Point of View: First Person, Third Person, and More: Comprehensive guide to



narrative voice.
7. The Self-Editing Checklist: Polishing Your Manuscript: Step-by-step guide to self-editing.
8. Overcoming Writer's Block: Tips and Techniques for Every Writer: Practical advice for overcoming
creative hurdles.
9. Query Letters and Submission Strategies for Fiction Writers: Guide to navigating the publishing
world.

  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Fiction Janet Burroway, Elizabeth
Stuckey-French, Ned Stuckey-French, 2019-04-01 This updated edition of the classic, comprehensive
guide to creative writing features new topics and writing prompts, contemporary examples, and
more. A creative writer’s shelf should hold at least three essential books: a dictionary, a style guide,
and Janet Burroway’s Writing Fiction. This best-selling classic is the most widely used creative
writing text in America, and for decades it has helped hundreds of thousands of students learn the
craft. Now in its tenth edition, Writing Fiction is more accessible than ever for writers of all
levels—inside or outside the classroom. This new edition continues to provide advice that is
practical, comprehensive, and flexible. Moving from freewriting to final revision, Burroway
addresses “showing not telling,” characterization, dialogue, atmosphere, plot, imagery, and point of
view. It includes new topics and writing prompts, and each chapter now ends with a list of
recommended readings that exemplify the craft elements discussed. Plus, examples and quotations
throughout the book feature a wide range of today’s best and best-known creators of both novels
and short stories.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Fiction Janet Burroway, 1987 The most
widely used and respected book on writing fiction, Writing Fiction guides the writer from first
inspiration to final revision. Supported by an abundance exercises, this guide/anthology explores and
integrates the elements of fiction while offering practical techniques and concrete examples. A focus
on the writing process in its entirety provides a comprehensive guide to writing fiction, approaching
distinct elements in separate chapters while building on what has been covered earlier. Topics
include free-writing to revision, plot, style, characterization, dialogue, atmosphere, imagery, and
point of view. An anthology of diverse and contemporary short stories followed by suggestions for
discussion and writing exercises, illustrates concepts while offering variety in pacing and exposure
to this increasingly popular form. The book also discusses key issues including writing workshops,
using autobiography as a basis for fiction, using action in stories, using dialogue, and maintaining
point of view. The sixth edition also features more short short stories than any previous edition and
includes quotation boxes that offer advice and inspirational words from established writers on a
wide range of topics--such as writing from experience, story structure, openings and endings, and
revision. For those interested in developing their creative writing skills.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: How to Write a Novel Nathan Bransford,
2019-10-15 Author and former literary agent Nathan Bransford shares his secrets for creating killer
plots, fleshing out your first ideas, crafting compelling characters, and staying sane in the process.
Read the guide that New York Times bestselling author Ransom Riggs called The best
how-to-write-a-novel book I've read.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Storycraft, Second Edition Jack Hart,
2021-04-08 Jack Hart, master writing coach and former managing editor of the Oregonian, has
guided several Pulitzer Prize–winning narratives to publication. Since its publication in 2011, his
book Storycraft has become the definitive guide to crafting narrative nonfiction. This is the book to
read to learn the art of storytelling as embodied in the work of writers such as David Grann, Mary
Roach, Tracy Kidder, and John McPhee. In this new edition, Hart has expanded the book’s range to
delve into podcasting and has incorporated new insights from recent research into storytelling and
the brain. He has also added dozens of new examples that illustrate effective narrative nonfiction.
This edition of Storycraft is also paired with Wordcraft, a new incarnation of Hart’s earlier book A



Writer’s Coach, now also available from Chicago.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Craft of Fiction Percy Lubbock, 1921
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Elements of Fiction Writing - Scene &
Structure Jack Bickham, 1999-03-15 Craft your fiction with scene-by-scene flow, logic and
readability. An imprisoned man receives an unexpected caller, after which everything changed... And
the reader is hooked. But whether or not readers will stay on for the entire wild ride will depend on
how well the writer structures the story, scene by scene. This book is your game plan for success.
Using dozens of examples from his own work - including Dropshot,Tiebreaker and other popular
novels - Jack M. Bickham will guide you in building a sturdy framework for your novel, whatever its
form or length. You'll learn how to: • worry your readers into following your story to the end •
prolong your main character's struggle while moving the story ahead • juggle cause and effect to
serve your story action As you work on crafting compelling scenes that move the reader, moment by
moment, toward the story's resolution, you'll see why... • believable fiction must make more sense
than real life • every scene should end in disaster • some scenes should be condensed, and others
built big Whatever your story, this book can help you arrive at a happy ending in the company of
satisfied readers.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: A Stranger's Journey David Mura, 2018 Long
recognized as a master teacher at writing programs like VONA, the Loft, and the Stonecoast MFA,
with A Stranger's Journey, David Mura has written a book on creative writing that addresses our
increasingly diverse American literature. Mura argues for a more inclusive and expansive definition
of craft, particularly in relationship to race, even as he elucidates timeless rules of narrative
construction in fiction and memoir. His essays offer technique-focused readings of writers such as
James Baldwin, ZZ Packer, Maxine Hong Kingston, Mary Karr, and Garrett Hongo, while making
compelling connections to Mura's own life and work as a Japanese American writer. In A Stranger's
Journey, Mura poses two central questions. The first involves identity: How is writing an exploration
of who one is and one's place in the world? Mura examines how the myriad identities in our
changing contemporary canon have led to new challenges regarding both craft and pedagogy. Here,
like Toni Morrison's Playing in the Dark or Jeff Chang's Who We Be, A Stranger's Journey breaks
new ground in our understanding of the relationship between the issues of race, literature, and
culture. The book's second central question involves structure: How does one tell a story? Mura
provides clear, insightful narrative tools that any writer may use, taking in techniques from fiction,
screenplays, playwriting, and myth. Through this process, Mura candidly explores the newly evolved
aesthetic principles of memoir and how questions of identity occupy a central place in contemporary
memoir.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: How to Write a Damn Good Mystery James
N. Frey, 2007-04-01 Edgar award nominee James N. Frey, author of the internationally best-selling
books on the craft of writing, How to Write a Damn Good Novel, How to Write a Damn Good Novel
II: Advanced Techniques, and The Key: How to Write Damn Good Fiction Using the Power of Myth,
has now written what is certain to become the standard how to book for mystery writing, How to
Write a Damn Good Mystery. Frey urges writers to aim high-not to try to write a
good-enough-to-get-published mystery, but a damn good mystery. A damn good mystery is first a
dramatic novel, Frey insists-a dramatic novel with living, breathing characters-and he shows his
readers how to create a living, breathing, believable character who will be clever and resourceful,
willful and resolute, and will be what Frey calls the author of the plot behind the plot. Frey then
shows, in his well-known, entertaining, and accessible (and often humorous) style , how the
characters-the entire ensemble, including the murderer, the detective, the authorities, the victims,
the suspects, the witnesses and the bystanders-create a complete and coherent world. Exploring
both the on-stage action and the behind-the-scenes intrigue, Frey shows prospective writers how to
build a fleshed-out, believable, and logical world. He shows them exactly which parts of that world
show up in the pages of a damn good mystery-and which parts are held back just long enough to
keep the reader guessing. This is an indispensable step-by-step guide for anyone who's ever



dreamed of writing a damn good mystery.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Imaginative Writing Janet Burroway, 2011
Janet Burroway's bestselling Imaginative Writng: The Elements of Craft explores the craft of creative
writing in four genres: Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Creative Nonfiction. A trade author as well as a
professor of creative writing, Burroway brings her years of teaching and writing to this book.
Try-This exercises appear throughout each chapter. Provocative and fun, these exercises help
writers develop the specific writing skills discussed within the text. Working toward a draft exercises
encourage writers to develop their ideas into complete drafts. In response to reviewer requests, the
preface Invitation to the Writer has been expanded into a full chapter. This new chapter introduces
writers to important skills such as reading like a writer, journaling, and participating in the writer's
workshop. This book offers lots of ideas and encouragement at a great price!
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Meander, Spiral, Explode Jane Alison,
2019-04-02 How lovely to discover a book on the craft of writing that is also fun to read . . . Alison
asserts that the best stories follow patterns in nature, and by defining these new styles she offers
writers the freedom to explore but with enough guidance to thrive. ―Maris Kreizman, Vulture A
Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2019 | A Poets & Writers Best Books for Writers As Jane Alison
writes in the introduction to her insightful and appealing book about the craft of writing: “For
centuries there’s been one path through fiction we’re most likely to travel― one we’re actually told
to follow―and that’s the dramatic arc: a situation arises, grows tense, reaches a peak, subsides . . .
But something that swells and tautens until climax, then collapses? Bit masculosexual, no? So many
other patterns run through nature, tracing other deep motions in life. Why not draw on them, too?
W. G. Sebald’s Emigrants was the first novel to show Alison how forward momentum can be created
by way of pattern, rather than the traditional arc--or, in nature, wave. Other writers of nonlinear
prose considered in her “museum of specimens” include Nicholson Baker, Anne Carson, Marguerite
Duras, Gabriel García Márquez, Jamaica Kincaid, Clarice Lispector, Susan Minot, David Mitchell,
Caryl Phillips, and Mary Robison. Meander, Spiral, Explode is a singular and brilliant elucidation of
literary strategies that also brings high spirits and wit to its original conclusions. It is a liberating
manifesto that says, Let’s leave the outdated modes behind and, in thinking of new modes, bring
feeling back to experimentation. It will appeal to serious readers and writers alike.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Reading Like a Writer Francine Prose,
2012-04-01 In her entertaining and edifying New York Times bestseller, acclaimed author Francine
Prose invites you to sit by her side and take a guided tour of the tools and tricks of the masters to
discover why their work has endured. Written with passion, humour and wisdom, Reading Like a
Writer will inspire readers to return to literature with a fresh eye and an eager heart – to take
pleasure in the long and magnificent sentences of Philip Roth and the breathtaking paragraphs of
Isaac Babel; to look to John le Carré for a lesson in how to advance plot through dialogue and to
Flannery O’ Connor for the cunning use of the telling detail; to be inspired by Emily Brontë ’ s
structural nuance and Charles Dickens’ s deceptively simple narrative techniques. Most importantly,
Prose cautions readers to slow down and pay attention to words, the raw material out of which all
literature is crafted, and reminds us that good writing comes out of good reading.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Art And Craft Of Storytelling Nancy Lamb,
2008-11-17 Master the Power of Story When you consider the thousands of years of storytelling that
comprise our literary tradition, it's easy to feel overwhelmed by the shadow of so many works. But
there are common threads that link all stories--from Beowulf and Hamlet to Gone With the Wind and
The Godfather to the story you're drafting right now in your head. These threads form the
foundation that supports story--a foundation Nancy Lamb shows you how to access and master.
Whether you're writing a novel, a memoir, or a screenplay, The Art and Craft of Storytelling offers
time-tested ways to translate a concrete idea into a polished work. In this book, you will find
strategies for: • Creating a successful a beginning, middle, and end while moving smoothly from one
stage to the next • Crafting memorable characters, choosing the best point of view for your story,
and constructing authentic, compelling dialogue • Integrating and navigating the more subtle



elements of story, such as voice, tone, premise, and theme • Understanding genres and subgenres
and how they apply to your story • Structuring plots that transform a ho-hum story into a
page-turning read The Art and Craft of Storytelling gives you all the tools you need to contribute
your own story to our great tradition, to open new worlds to your readers, and to introduce new
ways of thinking. This is the power and purpose of story. And by your writing, this is the tradition
you honor.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Irresistible Kidlit Mary Kole,
2012-12-04 Captivate the hearts and minds of young adult readers! Writing for young adult (YA) and
middle grade (MG) audiences isn't just kid's stuff anymore--it's kidlit! The YA and MG book markets
are healthier and more robust than ever, and that means the competition is fiercer, too. In Writing
Irresistible Kidlit, literary agent Mary Kole shares her expertise on writing novels for young adult
and middle grade readers and teaches you how to: • Recognize the differences between middle
grade and young adult audiences and how it impacts your writing. • Tailor your manuscript's tone,
length, and content to your readership. • Avoid common mistakes and cliches that are prevalent in
YA and MG fiction, in respect to characters, story ideas, plot structure and more. • Develop themes
and ideas in your novel that will strike emotional chords. Mary Kole's candid commentary and
insightful observations, as well as a collection of book excerpts and personal insights from
bestselling authors and editors who specialize in the children's book market, are invaluable tools for
your kidlit career. If you want the skills, techniques, and know-how you need to craft memorable
stories for teens and tweens, Writing Irresistible Kidlit can give them to you.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Million Dollar Outlines David Farland,
2013-01-31 Discover the secrets to crafting a successful novel in this guide by a master writer &
instructor and New York Times–bestselling author. Bestselling author David Farland taught dozens
of writers who went on to staggering literary success, including such #1 New York Times Bestsellers
as Brandon Mull (Fablehaven), Brandon Sanderson (Wheel of Time), James Dashner (The Maze
Runner) and Stephenie Mayer (Twilight). In this book, Dave teaches how to analyze an audience and
outline a novel to appeal to a wide readership. The secrets found in his unconventional approach will
help you understand why so many of his authors went on to prominence. Hailed as “the wizard of
storytelling,” Dave was an award-winning, international best-selling author with more than fifty
novels in print, and a tireless mentor and instructor of new writers. His book Million Dollar Outlines
is a seminal work teaching authors how to create a blueprint for a novel that can lead to bestseller
success.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Fiction Janet Burroway, Elizabeth
Stuckey-French, Ned Stuckey-French, 2024-01-02
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Genre Fiction H. Thomas Milhorn,
Howard T. Milhorn, 2006-03 Several years ago, after many years of writing nonfiction, I decided to
write a novel-a medical thriller in the mold of Robin Cook, Michael Crichton, and Michael Palmer.
The problem was that, although I knew how to write and had received a number of awards for
nonfiction works, I didn't know the how to write fiction. So, before putting fingers to keyboard I did
a thorough search of the literature, which included reading numerous books and hundreds of
website articles. What I discovered was that there simply wasn't one good source from which to
learn the craft of writing genre fiction. Writing Genre Fiction: A Guide to the Craft is the book I was
looking for when I set out on my quest to learn how to write fiction. It is an attempt to share what I
learned from my research. It covers the six key elements of genre fiction; the various genres and
subgenres; a large number of genre-fiction writing techniques; plot, subplots, and parallel plots;
structure; scene and sequel; characterization; dialogue; emotions; and body language. It also covers
additional information about copyrighting and plagiarism, where to get ideas, manuscript formatting
and revision, and query letters and synopses. In addition, an appendix covers a large number of
grammar tips.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Show Don’t Tell William Noble, 2013-11-13 If
one hears one thing from every single writing instructor it’s, “Show, don’t tell.” “Don’t tell us he’s



afraid of losing her, show us!” “Don’t tell us it’s a richly decorated room, show us!” “Don’t tell us the
Russian tundra is cold, show us!” Easier said than done, and no one ever wrote a book on how to do
it, that is until William Noble wrote this classic work a decade ago. From the use of dialogue to
employing melodrama to developing incidents and anecdotes, Show Don’t Tell explains how to
entertain your readers instead of lecturing to them. Written in Noble’s absorbing voice, Show Don’t
Tell illustrates how to develop a dramatic framework using similes and metaphors, a focused point of
view, steady pacing, increasing tension, and an appeal to the senses to create solid dramatic impact.
In other words, how to show, not tell! Perfect for novelists, short story writers, and those interested
in writing creative nonfiction.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Deepening Fiction Sarah Stone, Ron Nyren,
2005 A section on the writing life includes candid discussions of writer's block, talent, habit,
rejection, publication, and endurance to help aspiring professionals develop sustainable lives as
writers.--Jacket.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Plot Dot Derek Murphy, 2016-04-13 An
Adult Coloring Book for Authors!This book will help you paint powerful visual scenes that stick with
readers long after they're finished your book. The techniques described within are simple and easy
to use. Think of this as a guided coloring book adventure. YOUR adventure.There are lots of systems
and guides to plotting, but if you're like me you have journals filled with notes, scenes and
description... it can get overwhelming. I've based this book on traditional three-act story
architecture, but it's greatly simplified. Plotters and pantsers can use the guided exercises to gain
greater visual clarity and build more meaningful scenes with resonance. This book will help you get
organized and unlock hidden potential in your scenes that you didn't know was there, by going
beyond words and focusing on drawing and coloring your scenes until you have a full outline.This
book makes an excellent workbook for writing retreats, is simple enough for children to use (it's
never too early to write your first novel), and introduces a new, and hopefully useful, way to
organize your novel, improve your writing, and create unforgettable scenes that will make a deep
and lasting impact.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Fiction Gotham Writers' Workshop,
2008 Language, literature and biography.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: From Notes to Narrative Kristen Ghodsee,
2016-05-10 Ethnography centers on the culture of everyday life. So it is ironic that most scholars
who do research on the intimate experiences of ordinary people write their books in a style that
those people cannot understand. In recent years, the ethnographic method has spread from its
original home in cultural anthropology to fields such as sociology, marketing, media studies, law,
criminology, education, cultural studies, history, geography, and political science. Yet, while more
and more students and practitioners are learning how to write ethnographies, there is little or no
training on how to write ethnographies well. From Notes to Narrative picks up where
methodological training leaves off. Kristen Ghodsee, an award-winning ethnographer, addresses
common issues that arise in ethnographic writing. Ghodsee works through sentence-level details,
such as word choice and structure. She also tackles bigger-picture elements, such as how to
incorporate theory and ethnographic details, how to effectively deploy dialogue, and how to avoid
distracting elements such as long block quotations and in-text citations. She includes excerpts and
examples from model ethnographies. The book concludes with a bibliography of other useful writing
guides and nearly one hundred examples of eminently readable ethnographic books.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Book You Need to Read to Write the
Book You Want to Write Sarah Burton, Jem Poster, 2022-03-17 An indispensable, jargon-free
handbook for any author who wants to fulfil their potential in writing a novel or short story.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Anatomy of Story John Truby, 2008-10-14
John Truby is one of the most respected and sought-after story consultants in the film industry, and
his students have gone on to pen some of Hollywood's most successful films, including Sleepless in
Seattle, Scream, and Shrek. The Anatomy of Story is his long-awaited first book, and it shares all of



his secrets for writing a compelling script. Based on the lessons in his award-winning class, Great
Screenwriting, The Anatomy of Story draws on a broad range of philosophy and mythology, offering
fresh techniques and insightful anecdotes alongside Truby's own unique approach for how to build
an effective, multifaceted narrative. Truby's method for constructing a story is at once insightful and
practical, focusing on the hero's moral and emotional growth. As a result, writers will dig deep
within and explore their own values and worldviews in order to create an effective story. Writers will
come away with an extremely precise set of tools to work with—specific, useful techniques to make
the audience care about their characters, and that make their characters grow in meaningful ways.
They will construct a surprising plot that is unique to their particular concept, and they will learn
how to express a moral vision that can genuinely move an audience. The foundations of story that
Truby lays out are so fundamental they are applicable—and essential—to all writers, from novelists
and short-story writers to journalists, memoirists, and writers of narrative non-fiction.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Art of Fiction John Gardner, 2010-08-18
This classic guide, from the renowned novelist and professor, has helped transform generations of
aspiring writers into masterful writers—and will continue to do so for many years to come. John
Gardner was almost as famous as a teacher of creative writing as he was for his own works. In this
practical, instructive handbook, based on the courses and seminars that he gave, he explains, simply
and cogently, the principles and techniques of good writing. Gardner’s lessons, exemplified with
detailed excerpts from classic works of literature, sweep across a complete range of topics—from the
nature of aesthetics to the shape of a refined sentence. Written with passion, precision, and a deep
respect for the art of writing, Gardner’s book serves by turns as a critic, mentor, and friend. Anyone
who has ever thought of taking the step from reader to writer should begin here.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Steering the Craft Ursula K. Le Guin, 2015 A
revised and updated guide to the essentials of a writer's craft, presented by a brilliant practitioner of
the art
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing Fiction Janet Burroway, Elizabeth
Stuckey-French, 2007 Explores the elements of fiction, providing practical writing techniques and
examples. Written in a tone that is personal and non-prescriptive, this book encourages students to
develop proficiency through each step of the writing process. It also integrates diverse,
contemporary short stories in every chapter.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake
Method Randy Ingermanson, 2014-07-18 The Snowflake Method-ten battle-tested steps that
jump-start your creativity and help you quickly map out your story.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Craft of Research, 2nd edition Wayne C.
Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, 2008-04-15 Since 1995, more than 150,000 students
and researchers have turned to The Craft of Research for clear and helpful guidance on how to
conduct research and report it effectively . Now, master teachers Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G.
Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams present a completely revised and updated version of their classic
handbook. Like its predecessor, this new edition reflects the way researchers actually work: in a
complex circuit of thinking, writing, revising, and rethinking. It shows how each part of this process
influences the others and how a successful research report is an orchestrated conversation between
a researcher and a reader. Along with many other topics, The Craft of Research explains how to
build an argument that motivates readers to accept a claim; how to anticipate the reservations of
thoughtful yet critical readers and to respond to them appropriately; and how to create introductions
and conclusions that answer that most demanding question, So what? Celebrated by reviewers for
its logic and clarity, this popular book retains its five-part structure. Part 1 provides an orientation to
the research process and begins the discussion of what motivates researchers and their readers.
Part 2 focuses on finding a topic, planning the project, and locating appropriate sources. This section
is brought up to date with new information on the role of the Internet in research, including how to
find and evaluate sources, avoid their misuse, and test their reliability. Part 3 explains the art of
making an argument and supporting it. The authors have extensively revised this section to present



the structure of an argument in clearer and more accessible terms than in the first edition. New
distinctions are made among reasons, evidence, and reports of evidence. The concepts of
qualifications and rebuttals are recast as acknowledgment and response. Part 4 covers drafting and
revising, and offers new information on the visual representation of data. Part 5 concludes the book
with an updated discussion of the ethics of research, as well as an expanded bibliography that
includes many electronic sources. The new edition retains the accessibility, insights, and directness
that have made The Craft of Research an indispensable guide for anyone doing research, from
students in high school through advanced graduate study to businesspeople and government
employees. The authors demonstrate convincingly that researching and reporting skills can be
learned and used by all who undertake research projects. New to this edition: Extensive coverage of
how to do research on the internet, including how to evaluate and test the reliability of sources New
information on the visual representation of data Expanded bibliography with many electronic
sources
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Write Your Novel from the Middle James Scott
Bell, 2014-03-15 A powerful secret and a fresh approach to writing bestselling fiction! What's the
best way to write a next level novel? Some writers start at the beginning and let the story unfold
without a plan. They are called pantsers, because they write by the seat of the pants. Other writers
plan and outline and know the ending before they start. These are the plotters. The two sides never
seem to agree with each other on the best approach. But what if it's not the beginning or the end
that is the key to a successful book? What if, amazing as it may seem, the place to begin writing your
novel is in the very middle of the story? According to #1 bestselling writing teacher James Scott
Bell, that's exactly where you'll find your story's heart and heat. Bell's Mirror Moment is the secret,
and its power is available to any writer, at any stage of the writing process. Bringing together years
of craft study and personal discovery, Bell presents a truly unique approach to writing a novel, one
that will stand the test of time and serve you all your writing life. I need three things before I tackle
a new novel: Diet Coke, a laptop, and my dog-eared copies of James Scott Bell's books on writing
craft!- Kami Garcia, #1 NYT Times & International Bestselling author
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Shaping the Story Mark Baechtel, 2004
Shaping the Story teaches beginning fiction writers to hone their craft with a unique, step-by-step
approach to writing a short story. Stepping students through an interlocking set of twelve
easy-to-follow exercises Shaping the Story helps the beginning fiction writer understand the ways a
short story changes and grows as it moves from its often-vague beginnings through a satisfying
ending. As students step through the process, they learn about development of theme, point of view,
voice, setting, character, dialogue, scene, plot, the treatment of time, and the crafting of satisfying
endings. The text also offers an additional 48 skill-building exercises--four per chapter--plus an
anthology of thirteen carefully chosen stories, which, through reading and analysis, will bring the
book's lessons vividly to life.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: What If? Anne Bernays, 1991-11-20 What If? is
the first handbook for writers based on the idea that specific exercises are one of the most useful
and provocative methods for mastering the art of writing fiction. With more than twenty-five years of
experience teaching creative writing between them, Anne Bernays and Pamela Painter offer more
than seventy-five exercises for both beginners and more experienced writers. These exercises are
designed to develop and refine two basic skills: writing like a writer and, just as important, thinking
like a writer. They deal with such topics as discovering where to start and end a story; learning
when to use dialogue and when to use indirect discourse; transforming real events into fiction; and
finding language that both sings and communicates precisely. What If? will be an essential addition
to every writer's library, a welcome and much-used companion, a book that gracefully borrows a
whisper from the muse.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Elantris Brandon Sanderson, 2005-05 Fantasy
roman.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Craft in the Real World Matthew Salesses,



2021-01-19 This national bestseller is a significant contribution to discussions of the art of fiction
and a necessary challenge to received views about whose stories are told, how they are told and for
whom they are intended (Laila Lalami, The New York Times Book Review). The traditional writing
workshop was established with white male writers in mind; what we call craft is informed by their
cultural values. In this bold and original examination of elements of writing—including plot,
character, conflict, structure, and believability—and aspects of workshop—including the silenced
writer and the imagined reader—Matthew Salesses asks questions to invigorate these familiar
concepts. He upends Western notions of how a story must progress. How can we rethink craft, and
the teaching of it, to better reach writers with diverse backgrounds? How can we invite diverse
storytelling traditions into literary spaces? Drawing from examples including One Thousand and One
Nights, Curious George, Ursula K. Le Guin's A Wizard of Earthsea, and the Asian American classic
No-No Boy, Salesses asks us to reimagine craft and the workshop. In the pages of exercises included
here, teachers will find suggestions for building syllabi, grading, and introducing new methods to
the classroom; students will find revision and editing guidance, as well as a new lens for reading
their work. Salesses shows that we need to interrogate the lack of diversity at the core of published
fiction: how we teach and write it. After all, as he reminds us, When we write fiction, we write the
world.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Narrative Design Michael Breault, 2020-04-22
Narrative designers and game designers are critical to the development of digital and analog games.
This book provides a detailed look at the work writers and designers perform every day on game
development projects. It includes practical advice on how to break into the game industry as a writer
or game designer. Readers can use the templates and detailed instructions provided here to create
lively portfolios that will help open the door to jobs in the game industry. Key features of this book: •
An intimate look at the workings of AAA game development from someone who has spent decades
embedded on teams at well-known companies. • An insider’s look at the game industry, including
advice on breaking into the industry. • Detailed instructions for creating a portfolio to demonstrate
narrative design and game design skills to prospective employers. • Lessons and exercises to help
students develop narrative design and game design skills. • A how-to guide for college instructors
teaching classes in narrative design and game design. Detailed assignments and syllabi are included.
Author Bio: Michael Breault is a 35-year industry veteran who has contributed his writing and game
design skills to over 130 published games. He currently teaches narrative design and game design
courses at Webster University in St. Louis. The courses he creates and teaches are based on the
tasks narrative designers and game designers undertake every day while developing games. These
classes provide his students with a real-world view of the work they will be doing as writers and
designers in the game industry.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: A Poetics of Fiction Tom Jenks, 2016-01-01
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Making Shapely Fiction Jerome Stern,
2011-04-11 A deft analysis and appreciation of fiction—what makes it work and what can make it
fail. Here is a book about the craft of writing fiction that is thoroughly useful from the first to the
last page—whether the reader is a beginner, a seasoned writer, or a teacher of writing. You will see
how a work takes form and shape once you grasp the principles of momentum, tension, and
immediacy. Tension, Stern says, is the mother of fiction. When tension and immediacy combine, the
story begins. Dialogue and action, beginnings and endings, the true meaning of write what you
know, and a memorable listing of don'ts for fiction writers are all covered. A special section features
an Alphabet for Writers: entries range from Accuracy to Zigzag, with enlightening comments about
such matters as Cliffhangers, Point of View, Irony, and Transitions.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: The Successful Novelist David Morrell,
2008-01-01 Learn how to write a novel from a New York Times bestselling and award-winning
author with more than fifty years of writing and publishing experience. The Successful Novelist is
one of the best books on writing fiction for aspiring and experienced writers alike. David Morrell,
bestselling author of First Blood, The Brotherhood of the Rose, and The Fifth Profession, tackles



everything from the craft of writing and dealing with writer's block to the psychology of being a
fiction writer and how to market a book. By reading this book, you'll learn how to overcome common
obstacles standing in your way of becoming a successful novelist and creating better fiction in the
process. Plus, it's great reference guide if you're participating in NaNoWriMo! Topics covered
include: Novel plotting Story structure Character development How to write dialogue Book research
Viewpoint/POV Writing descriptions Succeeding in publishing And more! Praise for The Successful
Novelist: Like listening to a beloved brother. I found the acute observations and his narrative
philosophy more valuable for the new writer than the contents of any 100 other texts.—Dean Koontz,
international bestselling author whose books have sold over 500 million copies This is the best
guidebook to both writing and the business of writing that I've ever read.—Peter Straub,
award-winning novelist and poet The Successful Novelist is the vehicle you want if you plan to drive
your way to successful fiction.—Joe R. Lansdale, award-winning author of 45 novels
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Vivid and Continuous John McNally,
2013-03-15 Taking off from The Creative Writer’s Survival Guide, John McNally’srelentlessly blunt,
bracingly cheerful, and immensely helpful map to being a writer, Vivid and Continuousis an equally
blunt, cheerful, and helpful map to learning to be a writer. While acknowledging that many fine
books cover such essentials of fiction writing as point of view, characterization, and setting, McNally
sets out in this new book—intended as a supplement to beginning fiction-writing classes or as the
sole text for upper-level or graduate courses—to solve the tricky second-tier problems that those
books cover only in footnotes. Vivid and Continuous takes its inspiration from John Gardner, whose
essential truths in On Becoming a Novelist clarified McNally’s goal of communicating a “vivid and
continuous dream” with his own writing. In fifteen concise, energizing chapters, he dispenses advice
gained from almost thirty years of studying, writing, and teaching. How do you avoid the pitfalls
inherent in the most common subjects for stories? How do you create memorable minor characters?
What about managing references to pop culture without distracting your readers, revising a story to
bring its subtext into focus, or exploring the twenty most common craft-related quirks that lessen
immediacy for your readers? How do you keep from overdosing on similes and metaphors or relying
on too many flashbacks to provide necessary backstory? How do you learn to listen when your story
tries to talk to you? Finally, how can you resist “John McNally’s Sure-Fire Formula for Becoming
Funnier in 30 Days”? McNally cites many novels and short stories as examples that best illustrate
the lessons he wants to impart, the writer’s life, or the writer’s craft, as well as his own favorite
authors’ novels and short story collections. Exercises at the end of each chapter reinforce its point
and serve as practical catalysts for new writings and directions. Just blunt enough to get your
attention but not blunt enough to crush you, challenging but not discouraging, personal but not
ego-ridden, snarky but not mean, John McNally will prompt you to think more deeply about a variety
of issues that will push you toward writing more meaningful, more accomplished work.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Write Like the Masters William Cane,
2009-09-24 Want To Find Your Voice? Learn from the Best. Time and time again you've been told to
find your own unique writing style, as if it were as simple as pulling it out of thin air. But finding
your voice isn't easy, so where better to look than to the greatest writers of our time? Write Like the
Masters analyzes the writing styles of twenty-one great novelists, including Charles Dickens, Edith
Wharton, Franz Kafka, Flannery O'Connor, and Ray Bradbury. This fascinating and insightful guide
shows you how to imitate the masters of literature and, in the process, learn advanced writing
secrets to fire up your own work. You'll discover: • Herman Melville's secrets for creating characters
as memorable as Captain Ahab • How to master point of view with techniques from Fyodor
Dostoevesky • Ways to pick up the pace by keeping your sentences lean like Ernest Hemingway •
The importance of sensual details from James Bond creator Ian Fleming • How to add suspense to
your story by following the lead of the master of horror, Stephen King Whether you're working on a
unique voice for your next novel or you're a composition student toying with different styles, this
guide will help you gain insight into the work of the masters through the rhetorical technique of
imitation. Filled with practical, easy-to-apply advice, Write Like the Masters is your key to



understanding and using the proven techniques of history's greatest authors.
  writing fiction a guide to narrative craft pdf: Writing for Story Jon Franklin, 1987 It's the
new nonfiction: the creative hybrid combining the readability and excitement of fiction with the best
of expository prose; the innovative genre that has been awarded virtually every Pulitzer Prize for
literary journalism since 1979. In this book, an undisputed master of the great American nonfiction
short story shares his secrets.
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