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ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf documents serve as essential
resources for understanding the complex ethical challenges faced by professionals in the
criminal justice system. This article explores the multifaceted nature of ethical dilemmas
in policing, prosecution, defense, and corrections, emphasizing the importance of sound
decision-making grounded in moral principles and legal standards. Ethical dilemmas often
involve conflicts between legal obligations, personal values, and societal expectations,
making the resolution process intricate and consequential. By examining common
scenarios and ethical frameworks, this article provides a comprehensive overview of the
mechanisms used to navigate these challenges. Additionally, the availability of ethical
dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf files supports educational efforts, training,
and policy development. The following sections will delve into the definition and scope of
ethical dilemmas, key challenges in various criminal justice roles, decision-making models,
and the impact of ethical choices on justice outcomes.
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e The Role of Codes of Ethics and Professional Standards

e Impact of Ethical Decisions on the Criminal Justice System

Understanding Ethical Dilemmas in Criminal
Justice

Ethical dilemmas in the criminal justice system arise when professionals encounter
situations requiring a choice between competing moral principles or obligations. These
dilemmas often involve conflicts between the duty to uphold the law, protect individual
rights, and maintain community safety. Understanding the nature of these ethical
challenges is crucial for criminal justice practitioners who must balance legal mandates
with ethical considerations. Ethical dilemmas typically present no clear right or wrong
answers but demand careful analysis and judgment. Resources such as ethical dilemmas
and decisions in criminal justice pdf provide case studies and theoretical frameworks that
enhance comprehension of these issues. Ethical conflicts may stem from ambiguous laws,
institutional pressures, or personal biases, which complicate decision-making processes.



Definition and Characteristics of Ethical Dilemmas

An ethical dilemma is a situation in which a person must choose between two or more
conflicting ethical principles or courses of action, each with potentially significant
consequences. Key characteristics include:

Conflicting values or duties

Uncertainty about the best course of action

Potential for moral distress or harm

e Requirement for prioritization of ethical principles

In criminal justice, dilemmas may involve confidentiality versus public safety, fairness
versus efficiency, or loyalty versus impartiality.

Sources of Ethical Dilemmas in Criminal Justice

Ethical challenges often originate from various sources including institutional policies,
legal constraints, cultural expectations, and individual moral beliefs. The complexity of the
criminal justice system, with its multiple stakeholders and competing interests, amplifies
the frequency and severity of such dilemmas. Common sources include:

e Ambiguities in laws and regulations
e Pressure from supervisors or political entities
e Conflicts between personal values and professional duties

e Resource limitations affecting fairness and justice

Common Ethical Challenges in Criminal Justice
Roles

The criminal justice system comprises various roles including law enforcement officers,
prosecutors, defense attorneys, judges, and corrections personnel. Each role encounters
distinct ethical dilemmas requiring specialized knowledge and ethical sensitivity.
Understanding these role-specific challenges is essential for effective ethical decision-
making.



Ethical Dilemmas in Policing

Police officers frequently face ethical dilemmas involving use of force, discretion in
arrests, confidentiality, and maintaining integrity under pressure. Key issues include:

e Deciding when to use force and the level of force appropriate
e Balancing community safety with individual rights
e Handling confidential information and informants

e Avoiding corruption and abuse of power

Ethical Challenges in Prosecution and Defense

Prosecutors and defense attorneys must navigate ethical dilemmas related to fairness,
zeal, confidentiality, and truthfulness. Prosecutors face pressures to secure convictions,
while defense attorneys must vigorously defend clients regardless of guilt. Typical
dilemmas include:

Deciding whether to disclose exculpatory evidence

Balancing the pursuit of justice with client advocacy

Maintaining client confidentiality versus legal obligations

Managing conflicts of interest

Ethical Issues in Corrections

Corrections officers and administrators encounter ethical challenges concerning inmate
rights, use of disciplinary measures, and rehabilitation efforts. Important considerations
include:

e Treating inmates humanely while maintaining security
¢ Addressing overcrowding and resource constraints ethically
e Implementing rehabilitation programs fairly

e Preventing abuse and maintaining professional boundaries



Decision-Making Models for Ethical Dilemmas

Effective resolution of ethical dilemmas in criminal justice relies on structured decision-
making models that guide professionals through complex moral considerations. Such
models help ensure consistency, transparency, and accountability in ethical choices.

Utilitarian Approach

The utilitarian model focuses on selecting the action that produces the greatest good for
the greatest number. In criminal justice, this may involve balancing public safety against
individual rights. While practical, this approach can sometimes justify morally
questionable means for perceived greater ends.

Deontological Ethics

Deontological ethics emphasizes adherence to moral rules and duties regardless of
outcomes. Criminal justice professionals using this framework prioritize legal and ethical
obligations, such as respecting rights and upholding justice, even if consequences are
unfavorable.

Virtue Ethics

Virtue ethics centers on the character and integrity of the decision-maker. This approach
encourages professionals to cultivate virtues like honesty, courage, and fairness to guide
ethical behavior in challenging scenarios.

Steps in Ethical Decision-Making

_

. Identify the ethical dilemma and relevant facts
2. Consider the stakeholders and affected parties
3. Evaluate possible courses of action using ethical frameworks

4. Make a decision based on ethical principles and practical considerations

(@)

. Implement the decision and reflect on the outcome

The Role of Codes of Ethics and Professional



Standards

Codes of ethics and professional standards provide foundational guidance for ethical
behavior in criminal justice professions. They establish clear expectations, promote
accountability, and serve as educational tools.

Purpose and Importance of Codes of Ethics

Codes of ethics articulate the values and responsibilities expected of criminal justice
professionals. They help prevent misconduct, support public trust, and offer criteria for
evaluating ethical dilemmas. Common themes include integrity, fairness, respect for
rights, and commitment to justice.

Examples of Professional Codes

Various organizations within criminal justice have developed codes of ethics, including:

e Law Enforcement Code of Ethics
e American Bar Association Model Rules of Professional Conduct

e National Association of Social Workers Code of Ethics (for corrections social
workers)

e American Correctional Association Code of Ethics

Challenges in Applying Codes of Ethics

While codes of ethics provide guidance, challenges arise in interpretation, enforcement,
and balancing competing ethical demands. Professionals must exercise judgment and
critical thinking to apply codes appropriately in diverse situations.

Impact of Ethical Decisions on the Criminal
Justice System

Ethical decisions significantly influence the effectiveness, legitimacy, and fairness of the
criminal justice system. Positive ethical conduct reinforces public confidence and
promotes justice, while unethical behavior can erode trust and lead to miscarriages of
justice.



Consequences for Individuals and Communities

Decisions made by criminal justice professionals affect the lives of victims, offenders, and
society at large. Ethical lapses may result in wrongful convictions, abuse of power, or
diminished rights, whereas ethical decision-making supports due process, accountability,
and social equity.

Institutional and Systemic Implications

Organizations within the criminal justice system depend on ethical leadership and culture
to function effectively. Ethical dilemmas unresolved or ignored can propagate systemic
problems such as corruption, discrimination, and inefficiency.

Role of Training and Education

Providing criminal justice professionals with ethical training and access to resources like
ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf materials enhances their capacity to
navigate complex moral issues. Continuous education promotes awareness, skill
development, and ethical resilience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common ethical dilemmas faced by
professionals in criminal justice?

Common ethical dilemmas in criminal justice include conflicts between upholding the law
and ensuring fairness, balancing public safety with individual rights, dealing with
corruption or misconduct, and managing biases in decision-making.

How can a PDF resource on ethical dilemmas aid
criminal justice professionals?

A PDF resource on ethical dilemmas provides detailed scenarios, theoretical frameworks,
and practical guidelines that help criminal justice professionals recognize, analyze, and
resolve ethical challenges in their work.

What role does ethics play in decision-making within
the criminal justice system?

Ethics guide criminal justice professionals to make decisions that are fair, just, and
respect human rights, ensuring accountability and maintaining public trust in the legal
system.



Where can I find comprehensive PDFs on ethical
decision-making in criminal justice?

Comprehensive PDFs can be found on educational websites, university repositories,
government publications, and organizations specializing in criminal justice ethics, such as
the American Society of Criminology or the National Institute of Justice.

What frameworks are commonly used to resolve ethical
dilemmas in criminal justice?

Common frameworks include utilitarianism (maximizing overall good), deontological
ethics (duty-based), virtue ethics (character-based), and the ethics of care, all of which
provide structured approaches to ethical decision-making.

How do ethical dilemmas impact the outcomes of
criminal justice cases?

Ethical dilemmas can influence case outcomes by affecting the impartiality, integrity, and
fairness of investigations, prosecutions, and sentencing, potentially leading to
miscarriages of justice if not properly managed.

Additional Resources

1. Ethical Dilemmas and Decisions in Criminal Justice

This comprehensive book explores the complex ethical challenges faced by criminal justice
professionals. It provides real-world case studies and practical frameworks to help readers
understand and resolve moral conflicts. The author emphasizes critical thinking and
ethical decision-making in law enforcement, corrections, and the courts.

2. Criminal Justice Ethics: Theory and Practice

Focusing on both theoretical foundations and practical applications, this book examines
the moral responsibilities of those working in the criminal justice system. It covers topics
such as police misconduct, corruption, and the ethical use of discretion. The text
encourages readers to analyze ethical principles in relation to everyday professional
dilemmas.

3. Justice and Ethics in Criminal Law

This title delves into the ethical questions surrounding criminal law enforcement and
judicial processes. It addresses issues like fairness, justice, and the balance between
individual rights and public safety. The book also discusses controversial topics, including
the death penalty and wrongful convictions.

4. Ethics in Criminal Justice: In Search of the Truth

Designed for students and practitioners, this book provides an accessible introduction to
ethics in the criminal justice field. It highlights the importance of integrity, honesty, and
accountability in various roles, from policing to prosecution. The text includes engaging
scenarios that challenge readers to consider the consequences of their decisions.



5. Policing Ethics: Moral Issues in Law Enforcement

This book focuses specifically on the ethical issues faced by police officers and agencies. It
explores topics such as use of force, racial profiling, and community relations. Through
case studies and ethical theories, it offers guidance on maintaining professionalism and
public trust.

6. Ethical Challenges in Corrections

Addressing the unique environment of correctional facilities, this book examines the moral
dilemmas correctional officers and administrators encounter. Themes include inmate
rights, treatment, and rehabilitation versus punishment debates. The author discusses
how ethical leadership can improve the corrections system.

7. Ethics and Decision Making in Criminal Justice

This work presents a structured approach to ethical decision-making tailored to criminal
justice contexts. It includes models and strategies to help professionals navigate complex
situations involving conflicting values. The book also reviews contemporary issues like
technology use and privacy concerns.

8. The Moral Compass of the Criminal Justice Professional

Exploring the personal and professional values that guide criminal justice workers, this
book emphasizes self-awareness and moral reasoning. It discusses how personal beliefs
intersect with professional duties and the impact on ethical conduct. The text offers
reflective questions and exercises to deepen understanding.

9. Ethics, Crime, and Criminal Justice

This book offers a broad overview of ethical considerations in crime control and justice
administration. It integrates philosophical perspectives with practical challenges, covering
topics such as discretion, accountability, and social justice. The author aims to foster a
balanced view that respects both law enforcement and civil liberties.
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Ethical Dilemmas and Decisions in Criminal Justice:
Navigating the Moral Maze

The criminal justice system, while designed to uphold the law and ensure public safety, is rife with
ethical dilemmas. These challenges arise at every stage, from initial police contact to final
sentencing and incarceration. Understanding these dilemmas, their underlying causes, and potential
solutions is critical for ensuring fairness, justice, and the preservation of individual rights within a
system often characterized by power imbalances and conflicting priorities. This exploration delves
into the multifaceted ethical landscape of criminal justice, examining the moral quandaries faced by
law enforcement, prosecutors, judges, correctional officers, and the broader societal implications of
their decisions.

1. Police Ethics: The Thin Blue Line and its Moral Tensions

Law enforcement officers face a unique set of ethical challenges, operating in high-pressure
situations where split-second decisions can have life-altering consequences. The use of force, a
constant concern, demands a careful balance between protecting the public and respecting
individual rights. Excessive force, often disproportionately impacting marginalized communities,
raises serious ethical questions about accountability and potential biases within police departments.

Racial Profiling: The practice of targeting individuals based on race or ethnicity rather than
reasonable suspicion is a blatant violation of ethical principles and contributes to a climate of
mistrust between law enforcement and the communities they serve. This practice undermines the
legitimacy of the police force and perpetuates systemic inequalities.

Interrogation Techniques: The use of coercive interrogation tactics, including psychological
manipulation and physical pressure, is ethically problematic. While obtaining confessions is often a
priority, forcing false confessions violates fundamental rights and undermines the integrity of the
judicial process. Ethical policing necessitates prioritizing due process and ensuring the
voluntariness of any confession obtained.



Corruption: Corruption within law enforcement, including bribery, extortion, and perjury, severely
erodes public trust and undermines the rule of law. The ethical imperative for officers is unwavering
integrity and a commitment to upholding the law, even when facing pressure or temptation.

2. Prosecutorial Ethics: Justice or Conviction?

Prosecutors, representing the state, hold immense power in the criminal justice system. Their ethical
responsibilities extend beyond securing convictions to upholding justice and ensuring fairness. The
pursuit of a win-at-all-costs mentality can lead to ethically questionable practices.

Plea Bargaining: While plea bargaining can be efficient, it raises ethical concerns when it coerces
individuals into pleading guilty to crimes they didn’t commit, particularly when defendants lack
adequate legal representation. The ethical prosecutor must ensure that plea agreements are fair and
reflect the true culpability of the accused.

Witness Manipulation: Prosecutors have an ethical obligation to present a fair and accurate account
of the evidence. Manipulating witnesses, suppressing exculpatory evidence (evidence that supports
the defendant's innocence), or selectively presenting evidence are serious ethical breaches that can
lead to wrongful convictions.

Conflict of Interest: Prosecutors must avoid conflicts of interest that could compromise their
impartiality. This includes personal relationships with witnesses, defendants, or defense attorneys,
as well as financial interests that could influence their decisions.

3. Judicial Ethics: Impartiality on the Bench

Judges are expected to be impartial arbiters of justice, ensuring fairness and due process for all
parties involved. Their ethical obligations demand unwavering adherence to the law and a
commitment to avoiding bias or favoritism.

Sentencing Disparities: Disparities in sentencing, often based on race, socioeconomic status, or
gender, raise serious ethical questions about equity and fairness within the judicial system. Judges
must strive for consistency and impartiality in their sentencing decisions, ensuring that similar
crimes receive similar punishments.

Judicial Activism: While judges are expected to interpret the law, excessive judicial activism, where
judges substitute their personal opinions for established legal principles, undermines the rule of law
and raises ethical concerns about the proper role of the judiciary.

Conflicts of Interest: Similar to prosecutors, judges must avoid conflicts of interest that could impair
their impartiality. This necessitates careful disclosure of any potential conflicts and recusal when
necessary.



4, Correctional Ethics: Balancing Punishment and
Rehabilitation

Correctional officers and officials face ethical challenges related to balancing punishment with
rehabilitation and respecting the rights of incarcerated individuals. The use of solitary confinement,
for example, raises significant ethical concerns about its impact on mental health and its
disproportionate use against certain populations.

Prisoner Rights: Inmates retain fundamental rights, including the right to humane treatment, access
to healthcare, and freedom from cruel and unusual punishment. Ethical correctional practices
prioritize the safety and well-being of inmates while respecting their human dignity.

Rehabilitation vs. Punishment: The debate between focusing on punishment as retribution versus
rehabilitation and reintegration into society represents a core ethical challenge within corrections.
Ethical considerations favor a balanced approach that incorporates both punishment and
opportunities for rehabilitation.

Capital Punishment: The death penalty raises profound ethical questions about the state's right to
take a human life and the potential for irreversible mistakes. Concerns about its disproportionate
application to minority groups and individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds fuel ongoing ethical
debates.

5. Ethical Frameworks in Criminal Justice: Guiding Principles

Various ethical frameworks can guide decision-making within the criminal justice system.
Understanding these frameworks helps to analyze ethical dilemmas and develop ethically sound
policies and practices.

Deontological Ethics: This framework focuses on duties and rules, emphasizing the inherent
rightness or wrongness of actions regardless of their consequences. Following established laws and
procedures is a key element of deontological ethics in criminal justice.

Consequentialist Ethics: This framework focuses on the consequences of actions, aiming to maximize
good outcomes and minimize harm. Utilitarianism, a type of consequentialism, suggests that actions

should be judged based on their overall benefit to society.

Virtue Ethics: This framework emphasizes character and moral virtues, suggesting that ethical
actions stem from cultivating virtuous traits such as honesty, fairness, and compassion.

6. Case Studies: Learning from Ethical Failures and Successes



Analyzing real-world case studies is crucial for understanding the complexities of ethical dilemmas
in criminal justice. Examining cases involving wrongful convictions, police brutality, prosecutorial
misconduct, and judicial bias helps to identify recurring patterns and potential areas for reform.
These case studies provide valuable lessons for future practice and policy development.

Conclusion: A Continuous Pursuit of Justice

Ethical dilemmas in criminal justice are not easily resolved; they require ongoing reflection, critical
analysis, and a commitment to continuous improvement. Promoting ethical conduct within the
system demands robust training programs, accountability mechanisms, and a societal commitment
to fostering a culture of fairness and justice. The pursuit of justice necessitates a constant
examination of our practices, ensuring that the system operates in accordance with fundamental
ethical principles and respects the rights and dignity of all individuals.

FAQs:

1. What is the most significant ethical dilemma in criminal justice? The use of excessive force by law
enforcement is arguably the most significant, given its impact on human rights and community
relations.

2. How can we improve ethical decision-making in policing? Comprehensive training, body cameras,
independent oversight, and community engagement are crucial steps.

3. What role do ethical frameworks play in resolving criminal justice dilemmas? They provide a
structured approach to analyzing situations and determining the most morally sound course of
action.

4. How can we address sentencing disparities in the judicial system? Data-driven analysis,
standardized sentencing guidelines, and judicial education programs can help mitigate biases.

5. What are the ethical implications of plea bargaining? Coercion, inadequate representation, and
the potential for false convictions are major concerns.

6. How can we ensure the ethical treatment of prisoners? Strengthening oversight, promoting
rehabilitation programs, and respecting prisoner rights are vital.

7. What is the ethical debate surrounding capital punishment? The irreversibility of the death
penalty, potential for wrongful execution, and its disproportionate application are central ethical

issues.

8. What is the role of transparency in addressing ethical dilemmas? Transparency in investigations,
disciplinary actions, and judicial proceedings strengthens accountability and fosters public trust.

9. How can we foster a culture of ethics within criminal justice agencies? Leadership commitment,



ongoing training, robust internal affairs mechanisms, and community engagement are crucial.
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2. Racial Bias in Criminal Justice: Analyzes the pervasiveness of racial bias across all stages of the
criminal justice system.

3. Ethical Considerations in Plea Bargaining: Discusses the ethical implications of plea bargaining
practices and their impact on defendants' rights.

4. The Ethics of Solitary Confinement: Examines the ethical and psychological impacts of prolonged
solitary confinement on prisoners.
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prioritize rehabilitation and reintegration.

7. Ethical Dilemmas in Forensic Science: Discusses the ethical considerations in forensic science,
including potential biases and the reliability of evidence.

8. The Ethics of Surveillance and Privacy: Analyzes the ethical implications of expanding surveillance
technologies in law enforcement.

9. Restorative Justice and Ethical Alternatives: Examines alternative justice models, such as
restorative justice, that prioritize healing and community repair.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Dilemmas and Decisions
in Criminal Justice Joycelyn M. Pollock, 2016-01-01 Develop the ethical decision-making skills that
are essential in the field of criminal justice with the help of ETHICAL DILEMMAS AND DECISIONS
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, 9th Edition. Packed with current, real-world examples, the text offers
comprehensive coverage of ethics across all three arms of the criminal justice system: the police, the
courts, and corrections. It combines coverage of the philosophical principles and theories that are
the foundation of ethical decision-making with the latest challenges and issues in criminal justice --
militarization of the police, mass imprisonment, wrongful convictions, the misuse of power by public
servants, and more. Hands-on exercises, real-life cases, and practical scenarios illustrate the
significance of ethics in today's criminal justice arena. Whether you plan to work in the field of
policing, courts, or corrections, this book delivers the information and tools you need to deal
effectively with ethical challenges on the job.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Dilemmas and Decisions in
Criminal Justice Joycelyn M. Pollock, 2013-01-01 Packed with current, real-world examples,
ETHICAL DILEMMAS AND DECISIONS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE, 8E, International Edition offers
comprehensive, balanced, and practical coverage of ethics across all three arms of the criminal
justice system: the police, the courts, and corrections. Readers not only find coverage of the
philosophical principles and theories that are the very foundation of ethical decision-making, but



also the latest challenges and issues in criminal justice--the war on terror, privatization, community
corrections, the death penalty, the effect of the economic slowdown on the CJ system, the misuse of
power/discretion by elected officials and/or other public servants, and much more. The text provides
a wealth of hands-on exercises as well as such insightful features as In the News boxes spotlighting
recent examples of misconduct. In addition, for those studying or contemplating a career in criminal
justice, real-life cases and situations demonstrate the significance of ethics in today's world of
criminal justice.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Justice Brent E. Turvey,
Stan Crowder, 2013-06-07 This textbook was developed from an idiom shared by the authors and
contributors alike: ethics and ethical challenges are generally black and white - not gray. They are
akin to the pregnant woman or the gunshot victim; one cannot be a little pregnant or a little shot.
Consequently, professional conduct is either ethical or it is not. Unafraid to be the harbingers,
Turvey and Crowder set forth the parameters of key ethical issues across the five pillars of the
criminal justice system: law enforcement, corrections, courts, forensic science, and academia. It
demonstrates how each pillar is dependent upon its professional membership, and also upon the
supporting efforts of the other pillars - with respect to both character and culture.With contributions
from case-working experts across the CJ] spectrum, this text reveals hard-earned insights into issues
that are often absent from textbooks born out of just theory and research. Part 1 examines ethic
issues in academia, with chapters on ethics for CJ students, CJ educators, and ethics in CJ research.
Part 2 examines ethical issues in law enforcement, with separate chapters on law enforcement
administration and criminal investigations. Part 3 examines ethical issues in the forensic services,
considering the separate roles of crime lab administration and evidence examination. Part 4
examines ethical issues in the courts, with chapters discussing the prosecution, the defense, and the
judiciary. Part 5 examines ethical issues in corrections, separately considering corrections staff and
treatment staff in a forensic setting. The text concludes with Part 6, which examines ethical issues in
a broad professional sense with respect to professional organizations and whistleblowers.Ethical
Justice: Applied Issues for Criminal Justice Students and Professionals is intended for use as a
textbook at the college and university, by undergraduate students enrolled in a program related to
any of the CJ professions. It is intended to guide them through the real-world issues that they will
encounter in both the classroom and in the professional community. However, it can also serve as an
important reference manual for the CJ professional that may work in a community that lacks ethical
mentoring or leadership. - First of its kind overview of the five pillars of criminal justice: academia,
law enforcement, forensic services, courts and corrections - Written by practicing criminal justice
professionals, from across every pillar - Offers a realistic overview of ethical issues confronted by
criminals justice students and professionals - Examines sensitive subjects often ignored in other
criminal justice ethics texts - Numerous cases examples in each chapter to facilitate instruction and
learning

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethics for Criminal Justice
Professionals Cliff Roberson, Scott Mire, 2009-12-08 Increasing concerns about the accountability of
criminal justice professionals at all levels has placed a heightened focus on the behavior of those
who work in the system. Judges, attorneys, police, and prison employees are all under increased
scrutiny from the public and the media. Ethics for Criminal Justice Professionals examines the
myriad of e

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Cengage Advantage Books: Ethical
Dilemmas and Decisions in Criminal Justice Joycelyn M. Pollock, 2012-10-31 Packed with current,
real-world examples, ETHICAL DILEMMAS AND DECISIONS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE offers
comprehensive, balanced, and practical coverage of ethics across all three arms of the criminal
justice system: the police, the courts, and corrections. Readers not only find coverage of the
philosophical principles and theories that are the very foundation of ethical decision-making, but
also the latest challenges and issues in criminal justice--the war on terror, privatization, community
corrections, the death penalty, the effect of the economic slowdown on the CJ system, the misuse of



power/discretion by elected officials and/or other public servants, and much more. In addition,
real-life cases and situations demonstrate the significance of ethics in today's world of criminal
justice for those studying or contemplating a career in criminal justice.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Criminal Justice Ethics John ].
Sloan, 2018-10-15 The book is intended for use as the primary text in an undergraduate criminal
justice ethics class. The proposed book provides students a framework for analyzing ethical issues
involving criminal justice practitioners. It includes a template the author developed that students
use to analyze scenarios provided in the book that involve police officers, prosecutors, defense
counsel, judges, and corrections professionals. The proposed text also provides students an overview
of common systems of ethics, helps them develop and apply ethical reasoning skills, and helps them
develop writing skills--

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Considerations for Research
Involving Prisoners Committee on Ethical Considerations for Revisions to DHHS Regulations for
Protection of Prisoners Involved in Research, Board on Health Sciences Policy, Institute of Medicine,
2007-01-22 In the past 30 years, the population of prisoners in the United States has expanded
almost 5-fold, correctional facilities are increasingly overcrowded, and more of the country's
disadvantaged populations—racial minorities, women, people with mental illness, and people with
communicable diseases such as HIV/AIDS, hepatitis C, and tuberculosis—are under correctional
supervision. Because prisoners face restrictions on liberty and autonomy, have limited privacy, and
often receive inadequate health care, they require specific protections when involved in research,
particularly in today's correctional settings. Given these issues, the Department of Health and
Human Services' Office for Human Research Protections commissioned the Institute of Medicine to
review the ethical considerations regarding research involving prisoners. The resulting analysis
contained in this book, Ethical Considerations for Research Involving Prisoners, emphasizes five
broad actions to provide prisoners involved in research with critically important protections: ¢
expand the definition of prisoner; ¢ ensure universally and consistently applied standards of
protection; ¢ shift from a category-based to a risk-benefit approach to research review; * update the
ethical framework to include collaborative responsibility; and * enhance systematic oversight of
research involving prisoners.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Model Rules of Professional
Conduct American Bar Association. House of Delegates, Center for Professional Responsibility
(American Bar Association), 2007 The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date
resource for information on legal ethics. Federal, state and local courts in all jurisdictions look to the
Rules for guidance in solving lawyer malpractice cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues,
sanctions questions and much more. In this volume, black-letter Rules of Professional Conduct are
followed by numbered Comments that explain each Rule's purpose and provide suggestions for its
practical application. The Rules will help you identify proper conduct in a variety of given situations,
review those instances where discretionary action is possible, and define the nature of the
relationship between you and your clients, colleagues and the courts.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Practice in Forensic
Psychology Shane S. Bush, Mary A. Connell, Robert L. Denney, 2019-11-12 This practical guide
helps forensic psychologists negotiate the many ethical dilemmas they can encounter in civil,
criminal, and family law cases. It presents a practical, systematic decision-making model that has
been thoroughly revised since the first edition based on new scholarly knowledge and updated
ethical and legal requirements. The authors answer complex ethical questions related to third-party
requests, collecting and reviewing data, conducting forensic evaluations, reporting results, and
addressing ethical misconduct by colleagues.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Concept of Dilemma in Legal
and Judicial Ethics Przemystaw Kaczmarek, Krzysztof J. Kaleta, Pawet Labieniec, Marcin Pieniazek,
Pawetl Skuczynski, Sebastian Sykuna, 2018-10-12 Judges and lawyers have to shape their moral
competences in order to maintain their professional ethics at a high standard if they want to




effectively meet the challenges that modern society will throw at them. This requirement is due to
the growing expectation that they will be socially and morally responsible for the law. Thus, the need
to place ethics at the heart of legal education, and to make ethical reflection pervasive in academic
courses, becomes more obvious every day. Using the concept and examples of moral dilemmas is a
way of facilitating this task. The main purpose of this book is to analyse the concept of moral
dilemma in context of judicial and legal ethics, and to provide material for legal education. The
structure of this book is designed with this double aim in mind. The theoretical part presents the
concept of dilemmas on grounds of metaethics and the perspectives for its application in a
professional legal context. The former encompasses situations of conflict of duties or obligations, in
which the choice of one conduct necessarily prevents a different conduct, and therefore leads to an
unacceptable outcome. Hence, the situation of dilemma always involves an issue of moral
responsibility and the problem of “dirty hands”. How such situations are present in legal practice
and how to deal with them is the main concern of this part. The considerations are divided into three
levels of reflection - deontological, axiological, and moral responsibility. The practical part of the
book contains an overview of 150 dilemmas that can be useful in legal ethics or other legal courses.
The dilemmas are divided into chapters covering the following branches of law: criminal law, civil
and commercial law, family and custody law, labour and social security law, and constitutional law.
Every dilemma presents a description of the facts, a reconstruction of dilemma, its standard solution
and some critical remarks from a meta-ethical perspective. The dilemmas cover situations regularly
met in everyday practice, as well as examples of more exceptional challenges in connection with
constitutional crises that have occurred in Poland in recent years.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Case Studies in Criminal Justice
Ethics Michael Braswell, Larry Miller, Joycelyn Pollock, 2020-12-23 Ethical conflicts rarely involve
clear-cut choices. Decision making in ambiguous circumstances challenges personal values and
professional ethics. The fog of politics, personal bias, and past experiences factor into the choices
made. The goal of this compelling collection of cases is to stimulate reflection about the ethical
dilemmas encountered in interactions. Thought-provoking case studies address police misconduct,
protests and civil unrest, school resource officers, questionable prosecutorial practices, the
challenges of a pandemic for prisons, the influence of politics, ethnic/gender/sexual preference bias,
family conflict, immigration, perceptions of terrorism, and executing someone who may be innocent.
The experiential approach presents readers with opportunities to think about decisions they might
have to make as criminal justice professionals. People employed in criminal justice have a great deal
of power and discretion, which can be used ethically or unethically. Introductions to the sections on
law enforcement, the courts, corrections, and juvenile justice provide background for analyzing the
hypothetical scenarios. Case commentaries and questions provoke discussion about potential
courses of action and the consequences of various choices.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Criminal Justice Ethics Cyndi
Banks, 2018-12-31 Criminal Justice Ethics examines the criminal justice system through an ethical
lens by identifying ethical issues in practice and theory, exploring ethical dilemmas, and offering
suggestions for resolving ethical issues and dilemmas faced by criminal justice professionals.
Bestselling author Cyndi Banks draws readers into a unique discussion of ethical issues by first
exploring moral dilemmas faced by professionals in the criminal justice system and then examining
the major theoretical foundations of ethics. This distinct and unique organization allows readers to
understand real-life ethical issues before grappling with philosophical approaches to the resolution
of these issues.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Handbook on Restorative Justice
Programmes Yvon Dandurand, Curt Taylor Griffiths, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,
2006 The present handbook offers, in a quick reference format, an overview of key considerations in
the implementation of participatory responses to crime based on a restorative justice approach. Its
focus is on a range of measures and programmes, inspired by restorative justice values, that are
flexible in their adaptation to criminal justice systems and that complement them while taking into



account varying legal, social and cultural circumstances. It was prepared for the use of criminal
justice officials, non-governmental organizations and community groups who are working together
to improve current responses to crime and conflict in their community

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethics for the Public Service
Professional Aric W. Dutelle, 2011-03-22 Public service professionals government officials, those in
the legal system, first responders, and investigators confront ethical issues every day. In an
environment where each decision can mean the difference between life and death or freedom and
imprisonment, deciding on an ethical course of action can pose challenges to even the most season

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Criminal Justice Ethics Cyndi
Banks, 2016-02-23 Criminal Justice Ethics, Fourth Edition examines the criminal justice system
through an ethical lens by identifying ethical issues in practice and theory, exploring ethical
dilemmas, and offering suggestions for resolving ethical issues and dilemmas faced by criminal
justice professionals. Bestselling author Cyndi Banks draws readers into a unique discussion of
ethical issues by exploring moral dilemmas faced by professionals in the criminal justice system
before examining the major theoretical foundations of ethics. This distinct organization allows
readers to understand real life ethical issues before grappling with philosophical approaches to the
resolution of those issues.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Performance Measures for the
Criminal Justice System John ]. Dilulio, 1993 A Discussion paper from the BJS-Princeton Project.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Justice, Crime, and Ethics
Michael C. Braswell, Belinda R. McCarthy, Bernard J. McCarthy, 2014-05-19 Justice, Crime, and
Ethics, a leading textbook in criminal justice programs, examines ethical dilemmas pertaining to the
administration of criminal justice and professional activities in the field. Comprehensive coverage is
achieved through focus on law enforcement, legal practice, sentencing, corrections, research, crime
control policy, and philosophical issues. The contributions in this book examine ethical dilemmas
pertaining to the administration of criminal justice and professional activities in the field.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Criminal Justice and Moral
Issues Robert F. Meier, Gilbert Geis, 2008-01-10 This text addresses the following two questions:
What kinds of problems can the law solve? and What kinds of problems does the law create? Using
these questions as starting points, Meier and Geis evenhandedly explore the role and function of law
relating to six major issues that often divide Americans today: prostitution, drug use, homosexuality,
abortion, pornography, and gambling. Statutes and public opinion have shifted dramatically over
recent decades in regard to these behaviors. The book details these developments and offers
explanations of why they have occurred.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Crime, Shame and Reintegration
John Braithwaite, 1989-03-23 Crime, Shame and Reintegration is a contribution to general
criminological theory. Its approach is as relevant to professional burglary as to episodic delinquency
or white collar crime. Braithwaite argues that some societies have higher crime rates than others
because of their different processes of shaming wrongdoing. Shaming can be counterproductive,
making crime problems worse. But when shaming is done within a cultural context of respect for the
offender, it can be an extraordinarily powerful, efficient and just form of social control. Braithwaite
identifies the social conditions for such successful shaming. If his theory is right, radically different
criminal justice policies are needed - a shift away from punitive social control toward greater
emphasis on moralizing social control. This book will be of interest not only to criminologists and
sociologists, but to those in law, public administration and politics who are concerned with social
policy and social issues.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Legal and Ethical Issues for
Health Professionals George D. Pozgar, 2019-01-07 Legal and Ethical Issues for Health
Professionals, Fifth Edition is a concise and practical guide to legal and ethical dilemmas facing
healthcare professionals in the real-world today. Thoroughly updated and featuring new case
studies, this dynamic text will help students to better understand the issues they will face on the job




and the implications in the legal arena. With contemporary topics, real-world examples, and
accessible language, this comprehensive text offers students an applied perspective and the
opportunity to develop critical thinking skills. Legal and Ethical Issues for Health Professionals
provides an effective transition from the classroom to the reality of a clinical environment.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Book of Ethics Laura Weiss
Roberts, 2009-06-03 The definitive book on ethics for chemical dependency treatment professionals.
The treatment of addiction as a biological, psychological, social, and spiritual disease requires a high
standard of ethical knowledge and professional skill. This groundbreaking, reader-friendly guide to
contemporary ethical issues informs and challenges health care professionals, students, and faculty
with a thorough and compassionate examination of the dilemmas faced when providing care for
individuals suffering from substance use problems or addiction. Renowned psychiatric ethicists
Cynthia Geppert and Laura Weiss Roberts tackle issues of autonomy, respect for persons,
confidentiality, truth telling and non-maleficence--setting the standard for contemporary ethical
practices. These challenges are illuminated with real-world case examples that show potential
effects on diverse patient populations.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Challenge of Crime in a
Free Society United States. President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of
Justice, 1967 This report of the President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of
Justice -- established by President Lyndon Johnson on July 23, 1965 -- addresses the causes of crime
and delinquency and recommends how to prevent crime and delinquency and improve law
enforcement and the administration of criminal justice. In developing its findings and
recommendations, the Commission held three national conferences, conducted five national surveys,
held hundreds of meetings, and interviewed tens of thousands of individuals. Separate chapters of
this report discuss crime in America, juvenile delinquency, the police, the courts, corrections,
organized crime, narcotics and drug abuse, drunkenness offenses, gun control, science and
technology, and research as an instrument for reform. Significant data were generated by the
Commission's National Survey of Criminal Victims, the first of its kind conducted on such a scope.
The survey found that not only do Americans experience far more crime than they report to the
police, but they talk about crime and the reports of crime engender such fear among citizens that
the basic quality of life of many Americans has eroded. The core conclusion of the Commission,
however, is that a significant reduction in crime can be achieved if the Commission's
recommendations (some 200) are implemented. The recommendations call for a cooperative attack
on crime by the Federal Government, the States, the counties, the cities, civic organizations,
religious institutions, business groups, and individual citizens. They propose basic changes in the
operations of police, schools, prosecutors, employment agencies, defenders, social workers, prisons,
housing authorities, and probation and parole officers.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Becoming an Exemplary Peace
Officer Michael S. Josephson, 2006-01-01 Michael Josephson discusses ethical values and
decision-making techniques as he explores the everyday pressures that can compromise our
integrity.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Women of the Street Susan Dewey,
Tonia St. Germain, 2017-02-28 Explores encounters between those who make their living by
engaging in street-based prostitution and the criminal justice and social service workers who try to
curtail it Working together every day, the lives of sex workers, police officers, public defenders, and
social service providers are profoundly intertwined, yet their relationships are often adversarial and
rooted in fundamentally false assumptions. The criminal justice-social services alliance operates on
the general belief that the women they police and otherwise regulate choose sex work as a result of
traumatization, rather than acknowledging the fact that socioeconomic realities often inform their
choices. Drawing on extraordinarily rich ethnographic research, including interviews with over one
hundred street-involved women and dozens of criminal justice and social service professionals,
Women of the Street argues that despite the intimate knowledge these groups have about each



other, measures designed to help these women consistently fail because they do not take into
account false assumptions about street life, homelessness, drug use and sex trading. Reaching
beyond disciplinary silos by combining the analysis of an anthropologist and a legal scholar, the book
offers an evidence-based argument for the decriminalization of prostitution.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Trolley Problem Mysteries
Frances Myrna Kamm, Judith Jarvis Thomson, Thomas Hurka, Shelly Kagan, 2016 A rigorous
treatment of a thought experiment that has become notorious within and outside of philosophy - The
Trolley Problem - by one of the most influential moral philosophers alive today Suppose you can stop
a trolley from killing five people, but only by turning it onto a side track where it will kill one. May
you turn the trolley? What if the only way to rescue the five is to topple a bystander in front of the
trolley so that his body stops it but he dies? May you use a device to stop the trolley that will kill a
bystander as a side effect? The Trolley Problem challenges us to explain and justify our different
intuitive judgments about these and related cases and has spawned a huge literature. F.M. Kamm's
2013 Tanner Lectures present some of her views on this notorious moral conundrum. After providing
a brief history of changing views of what the problem is about and attempts to solve it, she focuses
on two prominent issues: Does who turns the trolley and how the harm is shifted affect the moral
permissibility of acting? The answers to these questions lead to general proposals about when we
may and may not harm some to help others. Three distinguished philosophers - Judith Jarvis
Thomson (one of the originators of the trolley problem), Thomas Hurka, and Shelly Kagan - then
comment on Kamm's proposals. She responds to each comment at length, providing an exceptionally
rich elaboration and defense of her views. The Trolley Problem Mysteries is an invaluable resource
not only to philosophers concerned about the Trolley Problem, but to anyone worried about how we
ought to act when we can lessen harm to some by harming others and how we can reach a decision
about the question.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Business Ethics O. C. Ferrell,
1990-12

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Dutch Criminal Justice
System P. J. P. Tak, 2008

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Encyclopedia of Ethical Failure
Department of Defense, 2009-12-31 The Standards of Conduct Office of the Department of Defense
General Counsel's Office has assembled an encyclopedia of cases of ethical failure for use as a
training tool. These are real examples of Federal employees who have intentionally or unwittingly
violated standards of conduct. Some cases are humorous, some sad, and all are real. Some will anger
you as a Federal employee and some will anger you as an American taxpayer. Note the multiple jail
and probation sentences, fines, employment terminations and other sanctions that were taken as a
result of these ethical failures. Violations of many ethical standards involve criminal statutes. This
updated (end of 2009) edition is organized by type of violations, including conflicts of interest,
misuse of Government equipment, violations of post-employment restrictions, and travel.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethical Decision Making for the
21st Century Counselor Donna S. Sheperis, Stacy L. Henning, Michael M. Kocet, 2015-09-16 Ethical
practice is an essential aspect of counselor training. In order for counselors to competently work
with clients, they must be well versed in ethical codes, ethical decision making, and legal issues
impacting the profession. Ethical Decision Making for the 21st Century Counselor provides the
fundamentals of ethical practice, with emphasis on ethical decision making and is structured to
facilitate the development of these skills. Authors Donna S. Sheperis, Stacy L. Henning, and Michael
M. Kocet move the reader through a developmental process of understanding and applying ethical
decision making. Individuals will be able to incorporate ethical practice into their understanding of
the counseling process and integrate ethical decision making models into their counseling practice.
This unique approach differs from existing texts because of its strong emphasis on practical decision
making and focus on understanding the process of applying a standard ethical decision model to any
ethical scenario. Students build a foundation in how to evaluate an ethical situation and feel



confident that they have applied a set of decision models to reach the best decision.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethics in Criminal Justice
Christopher Dreisbach, 2008-03-04 By combining case studies and text, Ethics in Criminal Justice
helps students prepare for the ethical situations they will encounter as criminal justice professionals.
The text focuses on the morality of the individual professional with an emphasis on Aristotle’s virtue
theory to help readers resolve ethical issues. It includes discussions of constitutional and religious
ethics along with the more traditional discussions of philosophical and professional ethics. Included
in the text are 52 case studies and numerous discussion questions to help spark classroom debate
about ethics in criminal justice.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Professional Ethics in Criminal
Justice Jay S. Albanese, 2008 A well balanced survey of ethics presented through applications to the
criminal justice system. The text introduces the reader to ethical decision making in the first chapter
and then moves through three major ethical perspectives: virtue, formalism, and utilitarianism. The
text then moves to the social and criminal justice context where ethics is discussed in separate
chapters as it relates to law, police, courts, and corrections, and liability in general. The final
chapter looks to the future development of ethics in everyday life.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Children, Ethics, and the Law
Gerald P. Koocher, Patricia Keith-Spiegel, 1993 Koocher and Keith-Spiegel introduce the reader to a
variety of ethical and legal dilemmas that may arise for mental-health professionals working with
children, adolescents, and their families. They offer advice on how to analyze problematic situations
and arrive at appropriate decisions. A unique feature of the book is the inclusion of more than 130
vignettes drawn from court decisions and actual clinical incidents. Covering such topics as
counseling in schools, psychotherapy in private practice, research in university laboratories, and
testifying in court, the authors address a broad spectrum of concerns for professionals who attend to
the mental health needs of children. Gerald P. Koocher is chief psychologist at Boston's Children's
Hospital and an associate professor of psychology at Harvard Medical School. He is editor of the
journal Ethics and Behavior and coauthor, with John E. O'Malley, of The Damocles Syndrome:
Psycho-social Consequences of Surviving Childhood Cancer .

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Research Methods in Criminal
Justice and Criminology Callie Marie Rennison, Timothy C. Hart, 2022-01-31 Research Methods in
Criminal Justice and Criminology connects key concepts to real field research and practices using
contemporary examples and recurring case studies throughout the book that demonstrate how
concepts relate to students’ lives. Authors Callie M. Rennison and Timothy C. Hart introduce
practical research strategies used in criminal justice to show students how a research question can
become a policy that changes or influences criminal justice practices. The book’s student-driven
approach addresses both the why and the how as it covers the research process and focuses on the
practical application of data collection and analysis. By demonstrating the variety of ways research
can be used, and reinforcing the need to discern quality research, the book prepares students to
become critical consumers and ethical producers of research. The Second Edition includes two new
case studies woven throughout, and new expert profiles to highlight contemporary topics. Editable
PowerPoint slides and a test bank are available to instructors.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Brownlie's Principles of Public
International Law James Crawford, lan Brownlie, 2019 Serving as a single volume introduction to
the field as a whole, this ninth edition of Brownlie's Principles of International Law seeks to present
international law as a system that is based on, and helps structure, relations among states and other
entities at the international level.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Police Integrity , 1997 Presents the
proceedings of the Nat. Symposium on Police Integrity with participants including police chiefs,
sheriffs, police researchers, police officers, members of other professional disciplines, community
leaders, and members of other Federal agencies. Plenary sessions and working groups address
integrity and ethics; challenges facing the law enforcement executive profession; the impact of



police culture, leadership, and organization on integrity; how to effectively cope with influences in
the police organization and culture and community; and the impact of internal systems and external
forces on police integrity. Bibliography.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: The Forensic Use of
Bioinformation Nuffield Council on Bioethics, 2007 This report considers whether current police
powers in the UK to take and retain bioinformation are justified by the need to fight crime. The
principle of proportionality is used as the basis for a number of recommendations [made] to policy
makers ...

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Compendium of United Nations
Standards and Norms in Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs (United Nations), United Nations, 1992 Part Two. HUMAN
RIGHTS

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Ethics in Crime and Justice
Joycelyn M. Pollock, 1989 Current, comprehensive and well documented, this book explores ethical
issues in each of the sub-systems of criminal justice. The first three chapters offer basic definition of
morality and ethics and then show the relationship of each to the principle of justice.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Criminal Justice in Action Larry K.
Gaines, Michael Kaune, Roger LeRoy Miller, 2001 The first introduction to criminal justice book
developed from the ground up according to professor and student needs. This core version offers all
of the benefits of the larger CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN ACTION (copyright 2000), but is a manageable
400-page paperback book with an attractive price. Using feedback from over 100 reviewers and over
400 survey respondents, Gaines/Kaune/Miller have written a book that provides everything the
introductory level student needs to know using a framework of up-to-the-minute examples of policy
and applications from today's news. Offering cutting-edge research combined with accessible
discussions of theory, this text creates a foundation for the student without being overwhelming.
With a special focus on careers, the text helps student make informed decisions about issues within
the criminal justice system as well as make informed career choices.

ethical dilemmas and decisions in criminal justice pdf: Restorative Justice Tony
Marshall, 2018-07-11 This reprint of the classic work, originally published by the UK Home Office,
Information & Publications Group in 1999, is produced by Coventry Lord Mayor's Committee for
Peace and Reconciliation on behalf of the Coventry Restorative Justice Forum. We work to inform
the public about Restorative Justice, to encourage its practice within schools and other
organisations, to ensure that it is delivered to a consistent standard across the city so that Coventry
will become a Restorative Justice City.
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